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Introduction To Infant Development
What is mental health in infancy and early childhood?
Why is it important? How does the infant-parent
relationship influence development, and how do these
early experiences shape our lives? How can clinical
assessment and intervention focus on these early
relationships to improve developmental outcomes for
infants, young children, and their families? This
thoroughly updated and expanded second edition
provides an evidence-based and practical approach to
assessment of young children and their families across
diverse settings. The impact of attachment issues,
prematurity, trauma, parental mental illness, substance
abuse, and other adverse circumstances is clearly
explained. Additionally, the quality of parenting and the
importance of early relationships are addressed. Written
for a wide range of professionals - including maternal
and child health nurses, general practitioners,
psychiatrists, child protection workers, early childhood
educators, and community and mental health workers this edition has two new chapters on intervention and
professional issues, such as training, ethics, and
advocacy. The growing understanding of factors that
influence infant psychological development, and
influence the social and emotional well-being of young
children and their families, make this book an essential
reference for all health care practitioners and early
childhood professionals.
A well-established reference, INFANTS AND
TODDLERS: CURRICULUM AND TEACHING, 7TH
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EDITION, presents a child-centered approach for the
child care provider called conscious care giving. This
important and well-rounded approach encourages a
sense of empowerment and focuses on the respectful,
purposeful, and careful handling of children in any child
care setting. Reader friendly, realistic, and easily
applicable to real life, the book emphasizes the child's
growth and development, helping readers discover how
they can best and most effectively influence that
development. Overviews of key child care philosophies
as they relate to the child, the caregiver, and parent
involvement are presented along with case studies and
personal perspectives of child care professionals,
helping readers translate theory into practice. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in
the ebook version.
Jan Piek provides guidance to help students understand
infant motor development from a variety of disciplines
and perspectives. She outlines current theory and
research on the topic.
The first two years of life are a period of unparalleled
growth and change. Within a state-of-the-art
biopsychosocial framework, this innovative volume
explores the multiple contexts of infant development--the
ways in which genes, neurobiology, behavior, and
environment interact and shape each other over time.
Methods for disentangling, measuring, and analyzing
complex, nonlinear developmental processes are
presented. Contributors explore influences on the infant's
growth in major domains, including cognitive and
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socioemotional functioning and mental health. The
consequences of family stress, poverty, and other
adversities are probed, and promising directions for
prevention and intervention identified.
Decades of research have demonstrated that the parentchild dyad and the environment of the familyâ€"which
includes all primary caregiversâ€"are at the foundation of
children's well- being and healthy development. From
birth, children are learning and rely on parents and the
other caregivers in their lives to protect and care for
them. The impact of parents may never be greater than
during the earliest years of life, when a child's brain is
rapidly developing and when nearly all of her or his
experiences are created and shaped by parents and the
family environment. Parents help children build and
refine their knowledge and skills, charting a trajectory for
their health and well-being during childhood and beyond.
The experience of parenting also impacts parents
themselves. For instance, parenting can enrich and give
focus to parents' lives; generate stress or calm; and
create any number of emotions, including feelings of
happiness, sadness, fulfillment, and anger. Parenting of
young children today takes place in the context of
significant ongoing developments. These include: a
rapidly growing body of science on early childhood,
increases in funding for programs and services for
families, changing demographics of the U.S. population,
and greater diversity of family structure. Additionally,
parenting is increasingly being shaped by technology
and increased access to information about parenting.
Parenting Matters identifies parenting knowledge,
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attitudes, and practices associated with positive
developmental outcomes in children ages 0-8;
universal/preventive and targeted strategies used in a
variety of settings that have been effective with parents
of young children and that support the identified
knowledge, attitudes, and practices; and barriers to and
facilitators for parents' use of practices that lead to
healthy child outcomes as well as their participation in
effective programs and services. This report makes
recommendations directed at an array of stakeholders,
for promoting the wide-scale adoption of effective
programs and services for parents and on areas that
warrant further research to inform policy and practice. It
is meant to serve as a roadmap for the future of
parenting policy, research, and practice in the United
States.
Children whose minds as well as bodies have been
damaged by the intrusions of sexual abuse, violence or
neglect, and others, quite different, who are handicapped
by their own mysterious sensitivities to more minor
deprivations, may experience a type of black despair and
cynicism that require long-term treatment and test the
stamina of the psychotherapist to the utmost. In Live
Company, Anne Alvarez reflects on thirty years'
experience of treating autistic, psychotic and borderline
children and adolescents by the methods of
psychoanalytic psychotherapy. Central to the book is the
moving story on an autistic child's long struggle between
sanity and madness, in which the author describes the
arduous journey that she as therapist and he as patient
made towards new understanding and his partial
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recovery. Modern developments in psychoanalytic theory
and technique mean that such children can be treated
with some success. In the book the author discusses
these developments, and also describes some of the
areas of convergence and divergence between
organicist and psychodynamicist theories of autism.
Particularly important is her integration of psychoanalytic
theory with the new findings in infant development and
infant psychiatry. This has enabled her to formulate
some new and exciting ideas and speculate on the need
for some additions to established theory. Anne Alvarez
has produced a professionally powerful and
englightening book, drawn from her extensive
experience as a child psychotherapist at the Tavistock
Clinic, which will be of interest to all professionals
involved with children and adolescents as well as anyone
interested in madness and the growth of the mind.
This volume provides an authoritative survey of all the
major theories of infant development. An authoritative
survey of major theoretical issues in infant development.
Written by leading scholars in the field of infancy. Each
chapter either presents a distinct theoretical approach to
infant development or reviews contrasting theories in a
specific subfield. Pays particular attention to current
theoretical controversies. Contributors include Eugene
Goldfield, Andy Meltzoff, Marinus van Ijzendoorn, Mark
Johnson and Annette Karmiloff-Smith, among others.

A Best Book of the Year: The Washington Post •
Chicago Tribune • NPR • Vogue • Elle • Real
Simple • InStyle • Good Housekeeping • Parade •
Slate • Vox • Kirkus Reviews • Library Journal •
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BookPage Longlisted for the 2020 Booker Prize An
Instant New York Times Bestseller A Reese's Book
Club Pick "The most provocative page-turner of the
year." --Entertainment Weekly "I urge you to read
Such a Fun Age." --NPR A striking and surprising
debut novel from an exhilarating new voice, Such a
Fun Age is a page-turning and big-hearted story
about race and privilege, set around a young black
babysitter, her well-intentioned employer, and a
surprising connection that threatens to undo them
both. Alix Chamberlain is a woman who gets what
she wants and has made a living, with her
confidence-driven brand, showing other women how
to do the same. So she is shocked when her
babysitter, Emira Tucker, is confronted while
watching the Chamberlains' toddler one night,
walking the aisles of their local high-end
supermarket. The store's security guard, seeing a
young black woman out late with a white child,
accuses Emira of kidnapping two-year-old Briar. A
small crowd gathers, a bystander films everything,
and Emira is furious and humiliated. Alix resolves to
make things right. But Emira herself is aimless,
broke, and wary of Alix's desire to help. At twentyfive, she is about to lose her health insurance and
has no idea what to do with her life. When the video
of Emira unearths someone from Alix's past, both
women find themselves on a crash course that will
upend everything they think they know about
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themselves, and each other. With empathy and
piercing social commentary, Such a Fun Age
explores the stickiness of transactional relationships,
what it means to make someone "family," and the
complicated reality of being a grown up. It is a
searing debut for our times.
Our understanding of the management of diseases
in the premature infant has changed dramatically in
recent years, and it can be quite difficult to remain upto-date on changes in this highly scientific field. Dr.
Brodsky and Ms. Ouellette have worked together to
create a comprehensive reference that covers both
the pathophysiology and epidemiology of problems
occurring in premature babies in the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit, and the management of these
problems once the infant has been released from the
NICU to a community practice. The book
emphasizes specific diseases that affect premature
infants and focuses on two primary categories:
background and management in the NICU, and
management of specific illnesses after discharge
from the NICU. Find information quickly using an upto-date summary of the problems that are likely to
affect the premature infant. Review helpful
guidelines on feeding and growth, neurologic
outcomes, developmental problems, retinopathy of
prematurity, bronchopulmonary dysplasia, and much
more. Use easy-to-follow management algorithms to
help diagnose and manage common issues in
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premature infants after discharge. Make effective
decisions about screening, immunizations,
counseling of parents, and more.. Help families deal
with the emotional impact of caring for a premature
infant.. Access a list of disease-specific websites for
clinicians and families.
Professors who seek a comprehensive, quality
introduction to working with infants at risk for
developmental delays need look no further.
Interdisciplinary and accessible, this stimulating
textbook imparts the knowledge that is essential for
accurate identification and appropriate early
intervention. Designed as an introductory text, this
book provides a comprehensive overview of typical
and atypical development while it explains key
assessment issues and intervention programs. Reallife case studies demonstrate state-of-the-art
intervention techniques and offer a first-hand
perspective on identifying babies who have or are at
risk for disabilities. Students in the fields of child
development, human services, psychology, and
nursing will find definitions, descriptions, and helpful
advice on risk factors, screening and assessment,
early intervention programs and techniques,
collaborating with team members, legal mandates,
IEPs and IFSPs, and working with families. Dealing
head-on with complex and sensitive subjects like
eligibility criteria and ethics in the NICU, this text
explores some of the most vital issues in the field of
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early intervention. A revised and updated edition, it is
a most valuable addition to every instructor's and
students's shelf.
NOTE: Used books, rentals, and purchases made
outside of Pearson If purchasing or renting from
companies other than Pearson, the access codes for
the Enhanced Pearson eText may not be included,
may be incorrect, or may be previously redeemed.
Check with the seller before completing your
purchase. T his access code card provides access to
the Enhanced Pearson eText. The Third Edition of
this comprehensive and applied resource for
teachers of the very young details and celebrates the
many nuances of infant and toddler development
from pre-birth through age 36 months old. In a
uniquely engaging full-color presentation (in the
Pearson eText), the authors clearly explain theory,
include current research, and explain appropriate
practice throughout the chapters on development,
curriculum, program planning, guidance, and
professionalism. Using a relationship-based model
for understanding how infants and toddlers grow and
learn in typical and atypical ways, this book
maintains a keen focus on the importance of families'
and teachers' relationships and responsiveness in
interactions with children, the latest developmental
research, an emphasis on child-centered planning, a
particularly strong coverage of infants and toddlers
with special needs, and a focus on the effects of
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culture, families, and quality programs on infanttoddler development and interactions. Readers will
come away with a deeper understanding of why,
according to the science of child development,
certain practices support or hinder an infant's or
toddler's optimal development–andhow to provide
responsive, high-quality care. The Enhanced
Pearson eText features embedded video and
internet resources. Improve mastery and retention
with the Enhanced Pearson eText* This access code
card provides access to the new Enhanced Pearson
eText, a rich, interactive learning environment
designed to improve student mastery of content. The
Enhanced Pearson eText is: Engaging. The new
interactive, multimedia learning features were
developed by the authors and other subject-matter
experts to deepen and enrich the learning
experience. Convenient. Enjoy instant online access
from your computer or download the Pearson eText
App to read on or offline on your iPad® and
Android® tablet.* Affordable. Experience the
advantages of the Enhanced Pearson eText for
40-65% less than a print bound book. * The
Enhanced eText features are only available in the
Pearson eText format. They are not available in thirdparty eTexts or downloads. *The Pearson eText App
is available on Google Play and in the App Store. It
requires Android OS 3.1-4, a 7” or 10” tablet, or
iPad iOS 5.0 or later.
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Organized into five parts, this book represents his
major ideas and studies regarding infant-adult
interactions, developmental processes, and mutual
regulation."--BOOK JACKET.
Electronic Inspection Copy available for instructors
here The Second Edition of An Introduction to Child
Development has been fully updated to provide a
comprehensive survey of the main areas of child
development, from infancy through to adolescence.
Equipping students with an appreciation of critical
issues in the field and an understanding of empirical
research that bears on the study of children, the text
provides balanced coverage of topics and theoretical
perspectives that represent both classic and cutting
edge work in child development. In terms of new
content, it now covers more on the biological
foundations of development, plus new chapters on
moral development and applied developmental
psychology. The Second Edition includes the
following features: - learning points - section &
chapter summaries, - end-of-chapter glossaries suggestions for further reading - sample multiple
choice questions - sidebars featuring in depth
discussions of key research findings or points of
debate within the field of child development. The text
comes with a dedicated website with resources for
both students and instructors.
Infancy is a time of rapid growth, when brain
plasticity is at a maximum. Event-related potentials
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(ERPs) are one of the few methods that can easily
and safely be used to study this process, and have
led to exciting discoveries about human brain
functioning and the neural basis of cognition. Over
recent years, there has been a massive rise in the
level of interest in ERPs and this book considers the
advantages which they offer to researchers and
clinicians. In particular, it looks at the benefits of this
form of neuroimaging as a non-invasive tool for
detecting impairments in brain and cognitive
development very early in life. The potential use of
ERPs for clinical settings is also explored in detail.
The contributions are all from eminent researchers in
the field and represent the latest thought on the
topic. Infant EEG and Event-Related Potentials
explains the basics of event-related potentials for
those less familiar with the procedures and
terminology, as well as offering a valuable handbook
of the latest theories and empirical findings for those
working in the field. This will be a valuable source for
those interested in developmental psychology and
neuropsychology, and for clinicians interested in
application of ERPs.
This comprehensive and exciting book strikes an ideal
balance between a research-based and an applicationsoriented approach to infant development. Down-to-earth
and easy and to understand withough being simplistic,
Mercer's book offers a timely examination of the
complexities of infant development, including cultural and
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gender issues. Infants can be enormously vulnerable,
but at the same time can show great resilience. Their
memories are short, but they are constantly learning
attitudes and values that will be with them throughout
their lives. Mercer addresses these paradoxes and many
others, showing the beginning student that while infat
development is complex, a real understanding can be
reached with patient reading, observation, and
discussion. Well-thought-out problems and real-life
examples bring infant development into the students'
realm of experience. In a field where there a few simple
questions and no simple answers, Mercer's book "offers
breadth and scope of information which human service
professionals should have" (Dana Davidson, University
of Hawaii).
Stern's pathbreaking video-based research into the
intimate complexities of mother-infant interaction has had
an enormous impact on psychotherapy and
developmental psychology. Now a noted authority on
early development, Stern first reviewed his unique
methods and observations in The First Relationship.
Intended for parents as well as for therapists and
researchers, it offers a lucid and nontechnical overview
of the author's key ideas and encapsulates the major
themes of his subsequent books.
This fourth edition of the best-selling topically-organized
introduction to infancy reflects the enormous changes
that have occurred in our understanding of infants and
their place in human development over the past decade.
First Published in 1985. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
& Francis, an informa company.
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An Educator’s Guide to Infant and Toddler Development
is a comprehensive and approachable guide to the
growth, learning and development of children from birth
to age 3. Beginning with the foundations of infant and
toddler education, environments and family relationships,
this essential text explores each category of
development in depth. Chapters clearly explain key
learning and developmental milestones, provide real-life
examples and walk readers through materials and
strategies for effective practice. Designed to build
effective and appropriate caregiving practices, this
resource is packed with reflection questions and
fieldwork observations to help students continually grow
their knowledge and skills. Informative, thorough and
easy to use, this is a critical guide for students,
caregivers and teachers helping young children to learn
and grow.
Note: This is the bound book only and does not include
access to the Enhanced Pearson eText. To order the
Enhanced Pearson eText packaged with a bound book,
use ISBN 013338876X. The Third Edition of this
comprehensive and applied resource for teachers of the
very young details and celebrates the many nuances of
infant and toddler development from pre-birth through
age 36 months old. In a uniquely engaging full-color
presentation (in the Pearson eText), the authors clearly
explain theory, include current research, and explain
appropriate practice throughout the chapters on
development, curriculum, program planning, guidance,
and professionalism. Using a relationship-based model
for understanding how infants and toddlers grow and
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learn in typical and atypical ways, this book maintains a
keen focus on the importance of families' and teachers'
relationships and responsiveness in interactions with
children, the latest developmental research, an emphasis
on child-centered planning, a particularly strong
coverage of infants and toddlers with special needs, and
a focus on the effects of culture, families, and quality
programs on infant-toddler development and
interactions. Readers will come away with a deeper
understanding of why, according to the science of child
development, certain practices support or hinder an
infant's or toddler's optimal development-and how to
provide responsive, high-quality care. The Enhanced
Pearson eText features embedded video and internet
resources. Improve mastery and retention with the
Enhanced Pearson eText* The Enhanced Pearson eText
provides a rich, interactive learning environment
designed to improve student mastery of content. The
Enhanced Pearson eText is: Engaging. The new
interactive, multimedia learning features were developed
by the authors and other subject-matter experts to
deepen and enrich the learning experience. Convenient.
Enjoy instant online access from your computer or
download the Pearson eText App to read on or offline on
your iPad® and Android® tablet.* Affordable. The
Enhanced Pearson eText may be purchased stand-alone
or with a loose-leaf version of the text for 40-65% less
than a print bound book. * The Enhanced eText features
are only available in the Pearson eText format. They are
not available in third-party eTexts or downloads. *The
Pearson eText App is available on Google Play and in
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the App Store. It requires Android OS 3.1-4, a 7" or 10"
tablet, or iPad iOS 5.0 or later.
For the first time, a report focuses specifically on middle
childhood--a discrete, pivotal period of development. In
this review of research, experts examine the physical
health and cognitive development of 6- to 12-year-old
children as well as their surroundings: school and home
environment, ecocultural setting, and family and peer
relationships.
The ground-breaking book which attempts to bridge the
gap between the psychoanalytic and cognitive
psychological theories of child development.
Now part of a two-volume set, the fully revised and
updated second edition of The Wiley-Blackwell
Handbook of Infant Development, Volume 1: Basic
Research provides comprehensive coverage of the basic
research relating to infant development. Updated, fullyrevised and expanded, this two-volume set presents indepth and cutting edge coverage of both basic and
applied developmental issues during infancy Features
contributions by leading international researchers and
practitioners in the field that reflect the most current
theories and research findings Includes editor
commentary and analysis to synthesize the material and
provide further insight The most comprehensive work
available in this dynamic and rapidly growing field
This up-to-date overview of the fast-moving field of infant
development covers all the major areas of interest in
terms of research, applications and policy. Provides an
up-to-date overview of progress on important
developmental questions relating to infancy. Balances
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North American and European perspective. Written by
leading international researchers. Now available in full
text online via xreferplus, the award-winning reference
library on the web from xrefer. For more information, visit
www.xreferplus.com
Most German-speaking researchers in the area of infant
development are familiar with the research conducted in
English. However, most English-speaking researchers
are relatively unaware of the work currently being done
in German. This volume is designed to remedy this
imbalance and to promote international collaboration.
The book's contributors -- an exciting and innovative
group of German-speaking scholars -- provide up-to-date
summaries of theoretical, methodological, and empirical
perspectives on development. They review evidence and
present points of view of great interest to all people who
are committed to furthering our collective understanding
of development in infancy.
Child Development: Theories and Critical Perspectives
provides an engaging and perceptive overview of both
well-established and recent theories in child and
adolescent psychology. This unique summary of
traditional scientific perspectives alongside critical postmodern thinking will provide readers with a sense of the
historical development of different schools of thought.
The authors also place theories of child development in
philosophical and cultural contexts, explore links
between them, and consider the implications of theory
for practice in the light of the latest thinking and
developments in implementation and translational
science. Early chapters cover mainstream theories such
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as those of Piaget, Skinner, Freud, Maccoby and
Vygotsky, whilst later chapters present interesting lesserknown theorists such as Sergei Rubinstein, and more
recent influential theorists such as Esther Thelen. The
book also addresses lifespan perspectives and systems
theory, and describes the latest thinking in areas ranging
from evolutionary theory and epigenetics, to feminism,
the voice of the child and Indigenous theories. The new
edition of Child Development has been extensively
revised to include considerable recent advances in the
field. As with the previous edition, the book has been
written with the student in mind, and includes a number
of useful pedagogical features including further reading,
discussion questions, activities, and websites of interest.
Child Development: Theories and Critical Perspectives
will be essential reading for students on advanced
courses in developmental psychology, education, social
work and social policy, and the lucid style will also make
it accessible to readers with little or no background in
psychology.
Infants may seem to do little more than eat, sleep, and
play. Yet behind this misleadingly simplistic façade
occurs an awe-inspiring process of development through
which infants make sense of, and learn how to interact
with the world around them. Written by leading
researchers in the field, Introduction to Infant
Development, Second Edition, provides fascinating
insight into the psychological development of infants.
This new edition captures the latest research in the field,
with new chapters on perceptual and cognitive
development as well as memory development; the text
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also examines the role of gender, culture, and social
class in infant development. The coverage of language
development and motor development has also been
revised to account for the latest research. With enhanced
pedagogical features throughout and a new Online
Resource Center, Introduction to Infant Development is
the ideal teaching and learning tool for those studying
this intriguing field.
Introduction to Infant DevelopmentOxford University
Press
In this lively book, Philippe Rochat makes a case for an
ecological approach to human development. Looking at
the ecological niche infants occupy, he describes how
infants develop capabilities and conceptual
understanding in relation to three interconnected
domains: the self, objects, and other people.
How we raise young children is one of today's most
highly personalized and sharply politicized issues, in part
because each of us can claim some level of "expertise."
The debate has intensified as discoveries about our
development-in the womb and in the first months and
years-have reached the popular media. How can we use
our burgeoning knowledge to assure the well-being of all
young children, for their own sake as well as for the sake
of our nation? Drawing from new findings, this book
presents important conclusions about nature-versusnurture, the impact of being born into a working family,
the effect of politics on programs for children, the costs
and benefits of intervention, and other issues. The
committee issues a series of challenges to decision
makers regarding the quality of child care, issues of
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racial and ethnic diversity, the integration of children's
cognitive and emotional development, and more.
Authoritative yet accessible, From Neurons to
Neighborhoods presents the evidence about "brain
wiring" and how kids learn to speak, think, and regulate
their behavior. It examines the effect of the climatefamily, child care, community-within which the child
grows.
This topically-organized text provides a comprehensive
overview of infant development with a strong theoretical
and research base. Readers gain a clear understanding
of infant development and issues that will be the focus of
significant advances in infancy studies in the future. The
new fifth edition reflects the enormous changes in the
field that have occurred over the past decade. The
thoroughly revised chapters emphasize work from the
21st century, although classic references are retained,
and explore contextual, methodological, neurological,
physical, perceptual, cognitive, communicative,
emotional, and social facets of infant development. The
fifth edition features a more accessible style and
enhanced pedagogical and teaching resource program.
This extensively revised edition features a number of
changes: • The fifth edition adds a new co-author,
Martha Arterberry, who brings additional teaching and
research skills to the existing author team. • An
enhanced pedagogical program features orienting
questions at the beginning of each chapter and
boldfaced key terms listed at the end of the chapter and
defined in the glossary to help facilitate understanding
and learning. • Two new boxes in each chapter –
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Science in Translation illustrate applied issues and Set
for Life highlight the significance of infancy for later
development. • Increased emphasis on practical
applications and social policy. • More graphs, tables,
and photos that explain important concepts and findings.
• Literature reviews are thoroughly updated and reflect
contemporary research. • All new teaching web
resources -- Instructors will find Power Points, electronic
versions of the text figures, and a test bank, and
students will find hyperlinked references and electronic
versions of the key concepts and the definitions.
Intended for beginning graduate or advanced
undergraduate courses on infant (and toddler)
development or infancy or early child development
taught in departments of psychology, human
development & family studies, education, nursing, social
work, and anthropology, this book also appeals to social
service providers, policy makers, and clergy who work
with community institutions. Prerequisites include
introductory courses on child development and general
psychology.
The definitive reference in the field--now significantly
revised with 75% new material--this volume examines
typical and atypical development from birth to the
preschool years and identifies what works in helping
children and families at risk. Foremost experts explore
neurobiological, family, and sociocultural factors in infant
mental health, with a major focus on primary caregiving
relationships. Risk factors for developmental problems
are analyzed, and current information on disorders and
disabilities of early childhood is presented. The volume
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showcases evidence-based approaches to assessment
and intervention and describes applications in mental
health, primary care, child care, and child welfare
settings. New to This Edition: *Chapters on genetic and
epigenetic processes, executive functions, historical
trauma, and neglect. *Chapters on additional clinical
problems: hyperactivity and inattention, sensory
overresponsivity, and relationship-specific disorder.
*Chapters on additional interventions: attachment and
biobehavioral catch-up, video-feedback intervention to
promote positive parenting and sensitive discipline,
parent–child interaction therapy, and home visiting
programs. *Existing chapters all rewritten or revised to
reflect a decade's worth of empirical and clinical
advances.
Children take their first steps, speak their first words, and
learn to solve many new problems seemingly overnight.
Yet, each change reflects previous developments in the
child across a range of domains, and each change
provides opportunities for future development.
Developmental Cascades proposes a new framework for
understanding development by arguing that change can
be explained in terms of the events that occur at one
point in development, which set the stage or cause a
ripple effect for the emergence or development of
different abilities, functions, or behavior at another point
in time. It is argued that these developmental cascades
are influenced by different kinds of constraints that do
not have a single foundation: they may originate from the
structure of the child's nervous system and body, the
physical or social environment, or knowledge and
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experience. These constraints occur at multiple levels of
processing, change over time, and both contribute to
developmental cascades and are their product. Oakes
and Rakison present an overview of this developmental
cascade perspective as a general framework for
understanding change throughout a lifespan, although it
is applied primarily to cognitive development in infancy.
Issues on how a cascade approach obviates the
dichotomy between domain-general and domain-specific
mechanisms and the origins of constraints are
addressed. The framework is illustrated utilizing a wide
range of domains (e.g., attachment, gender, motor
development), and is examined in detail through
application to three domains within infant cognitive
development (looking behavior, object representations,
and concepts for animacy).
Seminal and representative papers have been chosen to
illustrate the vital importance of infant observation in
psychoanalytic training, tracing influences on the practice
of infant observation and contemporary developments.
The book outlines the thinking that has evolved since
Esther Bick's introduction of this innovative component in
Tavistock child psychotherapy and British
Psychoanalytical Society training.
Children are already learning at birth, and they develop
and learn at a rapid pace in their early years. This
provides a critical foundation for lifelong progress, and
the adults who provide for the care and the education of
young children bear a great responsibility for their health,
development, and learning. Despite the fact that they
share the same objective - to nurture young children and
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secure their future success - the various practitioners
who contribute to the care and the education of children
from birth through age 8 are not acknowledged as a
workforce unified by the common knowledge and
competencies needed to do their jobs well. Transforming
the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8 explores
the science of child development, particularly looking at
implications for the professionals who work with children.
This report examines the current capacities and
practices of the workforce, the settings in which they
work, the policies and infrastructure that set
qualifications and provide professional learning, and the
government agencies and other funders who support
and oversee these systems. This book then makes
recommendations to improve the quality of professional
practice and the practice environment for care and
education professionals. These detailed
recommendations create a blueprint for action that builds
on a unifying foundation of child development and early
learning, shared knowledge and competencies for care
and education professionals, and principles for effective
professional learning. Young children thrive and learn
best when they have secure, positive relationships with
adults who are knowledgeable about how to support their
development and learning and are responsive to their
individual progress. Transforming the Workforce for
Children Birth Through Age 8 offers guidance on system
changes to improve the quality of professional practice,
specific actions to improve professional learning systems
and workforce development, and research to continue to
build the knowledge base in ways that will directly
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advance and inform future actions. The
recommendations of this book provide an opportunity to
improve the quality of the care and the education that
children receive, and ultimately improve outcomes for
children.
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