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Was Marx himself a 'Marxist'? Was his visionary promise of socialism betrayed by
Marxist dictatorship? Is Marxism inevitably totalitarian? What did Marx really say?
"Introducing Marxism" provides a fundamental account of Karl Marx's original
philosophy, its roots in 19th century European ideology, his radical economic and social
criticism of capitalism that inspired vast 20th century revolutions. It assesses Marxism's
Russian disciples, Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin who forged a ruthless dogmatic
Communism. The book examines the alternative Marxist approaches of Gramsci, the
Frankfurt School of critical theory and the structuralist Marxism of Althusser in the
1960s. It marshals postmodern interpretations of Marxism and raises the spectre of
'post-Marxism' in Derrida's confrontation with Fukuyama's 'end of history' doctrine.
Here is a book that reflects the diversity of this great 19th century thinker.
Karl Marx has been portrayed in equal measure both as a political prophet who foresaw
the end of capitalist exploitation, and as a populist Anti- Christ whose totalitarian legacy
has cost millions of lives worldwide. This new biography looks beyond these caricatures
in order to understand more about the real Karl Marx; about his everyday life and
personal circumstances as well as his political ideology. The book tells the life story of a
man of ideas, showing how his political and economic thought developed alongside his
life and practical work. Vincent Barnett seeks to paint Karl Marx not as a static,
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unwavering character, but as a man whose beliefs developed dynamically over time.
The book explores his personal background, and problems of personal income and
family health. It also examines the influence of Hegel's methods on Marx's work, and
his relationship with Engels. This lively, up to date guide to the life of Karl Marx provides
an excellent starting point for students in history, politics and philosophy, and for all
those with an interest in Marxism and political ideas.
Devised by Mexican cartoonist, Rius, this text provides an introduction to Marx, a
philosopher that many consider to be as relevant today as he has ever been, as the
world moves towards unregulated free-market economies.
Did Fascism end with the Allied victory over the Axis powers in 1945, or has it been
lying dormant and is now re-awakening as we move into the 21st century? Introducing
Fascism trace the origins of Fascism in 19th-century traditions of ultra-conservatism,
the ideas of Nietzsche, Wagner and other intellectuals which helped to make racist
doctrines respectable and which led to the ultimate horrifying 'logic' of the Holocaust.
Introducing Fascism investigates the four types of Fascism that emerged after the First
World War in Italy, Germany, Spain and Japan. It also looks beyond the current
headlines of neo-Nazi hooliganism and examines the increasing political success of the
far right in Western Europe and the explosion of ultra-nationalisms in Eastern Europe
and the former Soviet Union.
Can machines really think? Is the mind just a complicated computer program? This
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book focuses on the major issues behind one of the hardest scientific problems ever
undertaken, from Alan Turing's influential groundwork to cutting-edge robotics and the
new AI.
Freud revolutionised the way we think about ourselves. This book demystifies the facts
of Freud's discovery of psychoanalysis and explores the story of his life and work.
Charting his meteoric rise in popularity, Christopher Kul-Want and Piero explore Zizek's
timely analyses of today's global crises concerning ecology, mounting poverty, war, civil
unrest and revolution. Covering topics from philosophy and ethics, politics and ideology,
religion and art, to literature, cinema, corporate marketing, quantum physics and virtual
reality, Introducing Slavoj Zizek deftly explains Zizek's virtuoso ability to transform
apparently outworn ideologies – Communism, Marxism and psychoanalysis – into a
new theory of freedom and enjoyment.
Logic is the backbone of Western civilization, holding together its systems of
philosophy, science and law. Yet despite logic's widely acknowledged importance, it
remains an unbroken seal for many, due to its heavy use of jargon and mathematical
symbolism.This book follows the historical development of logic, explains the symbols
and methods involved and explores the philosophical issues surrounding the topic in an
easy-to-follow and friendly manner. It will take you through the influence of logic on
scientific method and the various sciences from physics to psychology, and will show
you why computers and digital technology are just another case of logic in action.
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Philosophers have always enjoyed asking awkward and provocative questions, such
as: What is the nature of reality? What are human beings really like? What is special
about the human mind and consciousness? Are we free to choose who we are and
what we do? Can we prove that God exists? Can we be certain about anything at all?
What is truth? Does language provide us with a true picture of the world? How should
we behave towards each other? Do computers think? "Introducing Philosophy" is a
comprehensive graphic guide to the thinking of all the significant philosophers of the
Western world from Heraclitus to Derrida. It examines and explains their key arguments
and ideas without being obscure or solemn. Lively and accessible, it is the perfect
introduction to philosophers and philosophical ideas for anyone coming to the subject
for the first time.
A comic-book introduction to economics from David Orrell, the author of Economyths:
11 Ways Economics Gets it Wrong. With illustrations from Borin Van Loon. Part of the
internationally-recognised Introducing Graphic Guide series. Today, it seems, all things
are measured by economists. The so-called 'dismal science' has never been more
popular - or, given its failure to predict or prevent the recent financial crisis, more
controversial. But what are the findings of economics? Is it really a science? And how
can it help our lives? Introducing Economics traces the history of the subject from the
ancient Greeks to the present day. Orrell and Van Loon bring to life the contributions of
great economists - such as Adam Smith, Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes and Milton
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Friedman - and delve into ideas from new areas such as ecological and complexity
economics that are revolutionizing the field.
When should you adopt an aggressive business strategy? How do we make decisions
when we don’t have all the information? What makes international environmental
cooperation possible? Game theory is the study of how we make a decision when the
outcome of our moves depends on the decisions of someone else. Economists Ivan
and Tuvana Pastine explain why, in these situations, we sometimes cooperate,
sometimes clash, and sometimes act in a way that seems completely random. Stylishly
brought to life by award-winning cartoonist Tom Humberstone, Game Theory will help
readers understand behaviour in everything from our social lives to business, global
politics to evolutionary biology. It provides a thrilling new perspective on the world we
live in.
Introducing MarxismA Graphic GuideIcon Books Ltd
Romanticism is crucial to an understanding of modern Western culture. Philosophy, art,
literature, music, and politics were all transformed in the turbulent period between the
French Revolution of 1789 and the Communist Manifesto of 1848. This was the age of
the 'Romantic revolution', when modern attitudes to political and artistic freedom were
born. When we think of Romanticism, flamboyant figures such as Byron or Shelley
instantly spring to mind, but what about Napoleon or Hegel, Turneror Blake, Wagner or
Marx, who also emerged from this great period of turmoil and change?
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This book places Michel Foucault's work in its turbulent philosophical and political
context, and critically explores his mission to expose the links between knowledge and
power in the human sciences, their discourses and institutions. It explains how Foucault
overturned our assumptions about the experience and perception of madness, sexuality
and criminality, and the often brutal social practices of confinement, confession and
discipline.
A lively, accessible, and timely guide to Marxist economics for those who want to
understand and dismantle the world of the 1%. Economists regularly promote
Capitalism as the greatest system ever to grace the planet. With the same breath, they
implore us to leave the job of understanding the magical powers of the market to the
“experts.” Despite the efforts of these mainstream commentators to convince us
otherwise, many of us have begun to question why this system has produced such vast
inequality and wanton disregard for its own environmental destruction. This book offers
answers to exactly these questions on their own terms: in the form of a radical
economic theory. “Thier’s urgently needed book strips away jargon to make Marx’s
essential work accessible to today’s diverse mass movements.” —Sarah Leonard,
contributing editor to The Nation “A great book for proletarian chain-breaking.” —Rob
Larson, author of Bit Tyrants: The Political Economy of Silicon Valley “Thier unpacks
the mystery of capitalist inequality with lucid and accessible prose . . . . We will need
books like A People’s Guide to help us make sense of the root causes of the financial
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crises that shape so many of our struggles today.” —Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, author
of Race for Profit: How Banks and the Real Estate Industry Undermined Black
Homeownership “Ranging from exploitation at work to the operations of modern
finance, this book takes the reader through a fine-tuned introduction to Marx’s analysis
of the modern economy . . . . Thier combines theoretical explanation with contemporary
examples to illuminate the inner workings of capitalism . . . . Reminds us of the urgent
need for alternatives to a crisis-ridden system.” —David McNally, author of Blood and
Money
From Plato to Virginia Woolf, Structuralism to Practical Criticism, Introducing Literary
Criticism charts the history and development of literary criticism into a rich and complex
discipline. Tackling disputes over the value and meaning of literature, and exploring
theoretical and practical approaches, this unique illustrated guide will help readers of all
levels to get more out of their reading.
Why should we pay attention to the great social critics like Marx? Americans, especially
now, confront serious questions and evidences that our capitalist system is in trouble. It
clearly serves the 1% far, far better than what it is doing to the vast mass of the people.
Marx was a social critic for whom capitalism was not the end of human history. It was
just the latest phase and badly needed the transition to something better. We offer this
essay now because of the power and usefulness today of Marx's criticism of the
capitalist economic system. eBook: https: //bit.ly/2K6iI8v
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This work traces the work of Jean Baudrillard, the postmodernist intellectual who has
been hailed one of France's most powerful theorists. His style and assaults on
sociology, feminism and Marxism have exposed him to accusations of promoting a
dangerous new orthodoxy. The book presents his claims that reality has been replaced
by a simulated world of images and events ranging from TV news to Disneyland. It
provides accounts of his work on pornography, obesity and terrorism, and traces his
development from critic of mass consumption to prophet of the apocalypse. It invites
thoughts and discussion on whether Baudrillard is a cure for the vertigo of
contemporary culture, or one of its symptoms.
Karl Marx is the most important modern philosopher. His work has radically changed
the course of world history, continental philosophy, political theory, literary criticism, and
cultural studies. The sheer range of his achievements, and the depth of his critical
insights, continue to speak to our present moment. This book places Marx’s writings in
their historical context, providing a clear guide to his key ideas and intellectual legacy.
Written for both students and scholars, it illustrates Marx’s ideas with examples drawn
from William Shakespeare, Herman Melville, Leo Tolstoy, Bertolt Brecht, Theodor
Dreiser, Thomas Pynchon, Toni Morrison, Sally Rooney, Claude McKay, Tennessee
Williams, Mad Men, and Margin Call. Key ideas discussed in this guide include: Tracing
historical contexts and developments in Marx’s work over his lifetime Focusing on
Marxism as an interpretative strategy, paying special attention to its impact on literary
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criticism and cultural studies Examining recent developments in Marxist theory, such as
a stronger focus on the environment, climate crisis, and world ecology Exploring the
continued relevance of Marx and Marxism today. This Routledge Critical Thinkers guide
will enable readers to critically assess and interpret Marx’s major works, while also
introducing his methods of critical analysis. Preparing readers to approach his original
texts, this guide ensures that readers of all levels will find Marx accessible, challenging,
and of continued relevance. Andrew Rowcroft offers a comprehensive introduction to
Marx’s revolutionary ideas, examining the influence Marx had on literary studies,
cultural studies, modernism, and philosophy.
A new biography of Karl Marx, tracing the life of this titanic figure and the legacy of his
work Karl Marx remains the most influential and controversial political thinker in history.
He died quietly in 1883 and a mere eleven mourners attended his funeral, but a year
later he was being hailed as "the Prophet himself" whose name and writings would
"endure through the ages." He has been viewed as a philosopher, economist, historian,
sociologist, political theorist, even a literary craftsman. But who was Marx? What
informed his critiques of modern society? And how are we to understand his legacy? In
Marx and Marxism, Gregory Claeys, a leading historian of socialism, offers a wideranging, accessible account of Marx's ideas and their development, from the nineteenth
century through the Russian Revolution to the present. After the collapse of the Soviet
Union his reputation seemed utterly eclipsed, but now a new generation is reading and
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discovering Marx in the wake of the recurrent financial crises, growing social inequality,
and an increasing sense of the injustice and destructiveness of capitalism. Both his
critique of capitalism and his vision of the future speak across the centuries to our
times, even if the questions he poses are more difficult to answer than ever.
Meditation, Karma, Zen, Tantric and Nirvana are some of the many Buddhist ideas
Westerners hear of frequently, even if their meaning has been lost in translation. This
vast and complex non-theistic religion is woven into the fabric of Asian civilisations.
from India to the Himalayan regions, China, Vietnam, Korea, Japan and elsewhere.
What is Buddhism really all about? Introducing Buddha describes the life and teachings
of the Buddha, but it also shows that enlightenment is a matter of experiencing the truth
individually, and by inspiration which is passed from teacher to student. Superbly
illustrated by Borin Van Loon, the book illuminates this process through a rich legacy of
stories, explains the practices of meditation, Taoism and Zen, and goes on to describe
the role of Buddhism in modern Asia and its growing influence on Western thought.
What is beauty, and what is truth? These are some of the questions which aesthetics
tries to answer. In our everyday life, we talk about the 'aesthetics' of an artwork or a
piece of design. But aesthetics goes beyond the simple experience of art. It is also a
branch of philosophy concerned with the whole nature of experience itself, explored
through our perceptions, feelings and emotions.
This text provides resources and graphic details on Aristotle for students and uninitiated
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lay readers. This book asks the question of how scientific is Aristotle?
Margaret Thatcher's political career was one of the most remarkable of modern times.
She rose to become the first woman to lead a major Western democracy, serving as
British Prime Minister. Admired by Ronald Regan and the United States Congress,
"Introducing Thatcherism" looks at the political philosophy behind this influential and
controversial woman.
Marx’s written output was massive. Much of it remained unpublished in his own lifetime
and there is still no complete edition of the extant works, although most have been
published in one form or another. This book, first published in 1983, provides an
analytical guide to the complex chronological and evolving substantive structure of
Marx’s main writings in critical theory. The format is concise and accessible, with each
phase of Marx’s evolving critical theory of capitalist society being summarized in a
diagram. An invaluable guide for students of Marx, it will lead them through the maze of
his works to a potentially deeper understanding of his thought. Allen Oakley believes
that, in order to fully comprehend Marx’s critical theory, it is essential to trace its
complex evolution. Any serious study of Marx’s critique of capitalism must begin with
an appreciation of the bibliographical framework within which his evolving ideas were
manifested. Oakley is opposed to approaches to the study of Marx’s critique which
take little account of its chronology; such approaches, he believes, are incomplete and
potentially misleading with respect to the meaning and significance of the critique. The
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book includes bibliographical evidence about the unfinished state of Marx’s critical
project and its ever-changing scope and organization. It argues, therefore, that the
methodological and substantive status of Capital must be interpreted cautiously, for
bibliographical evidence shows it to be an unfinished climax to an ambiguous critictheoretical project of uncertain dimensions. To read it as in any sense a final and
definitive statement of Marx’s critical theory is, the author believes, to be deluded.
Essential illustrated guide to key ideas of political thought. Philosophers have always
asked fundamental and disturbing questions about politics. Plato and Aristotle debated
the merits of democracy. The origins of society, the state and government authority
were issues addressed by Hobbes, Rousseau, Hegel, Marx and many other
philosophers. Introducing Political Philosophy explains the central concepts of this
intriguing branch of philosophy and presents the major political theorists from Plato to
Foucault. How did governments get started? Why should they be obeyed? Could we
live without them? How much power should they have? Is freedom a right? Which is the
best form of government? In the wake of consumerism and postmodernism, our need
for a better grasp of political ideas is greater than ever. Dave Robinson's account of this
complex subject is always clear, informative and accompanied by the entertainingly
inventive illustrations of Judy Groves.

Compact INTRODUCING guide to the influential philosopher, sociologist and
economist. INTRODUCING MARX - A GRAPHIC GUIDE explores the life of the
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most famous Socialist figure, from his early years to meeting Engels in1842. It
provides a readable, understandable biography of Karl Marx as well as a
fundamental account of his original philosophy, its roots in 19th century European
ideology, his radical economic and social criticism of capitalism that inspired vast
20th century revolutions.
Introducing Marxism provides a fundamental account of Karl Marx's philosophy,
its roots in 19th century Europe and the radical critique that inspired vast
revolutions. Marxism is not simply a phantom of the Cold War. It remains a potent
ethical force in our age of uncertainty.
INTRODUCING guide to the hugely influential German thinker. Georg Wilhelm
Friedrich Hegel is one of the greatest thinkers of all time. No other philosopher
has had such a profound impact on the ideas and political events of the 20th
century. Hegel's influential writings on philosophy, politics, history and art are
parts of a larger systematic whole. They are also among the most difficult in the
entire literature of philosophy. Introducing Hegel guides us through a spectacular
system of thought which aimed to make sense of history. The book also provides
new perspectives on contemporary postmodern debates about 'metanarratives'
(Lyotard) and the 'end of history' (Fukuyama). It is an ideal introduction to this
crucial figure in the history of philosophy, and is indispensable for anyone trying
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to understand such key modern thinkers as Marx, Lacan, Satre and Adorno.
INTRODUCING guide to the father of existentialism and one of 20th century
philosophy's most famous characters. Jean-Paul Sartre was once described as
being, next to Charles de Gaulle, the most famous Frenchman of the 20th
century. Between the ending of the Second World War in 1945 and his death in
1980, Sartre was certainly the most famous French writer, as well as one of the
best-known living philosophers. Introducing Sartre explains the basic ideas
inspiring his world view, and pays particular attention to his idea of freedom. It
also places his thinking on literature in the context of the 20th century debate on
its nature and function. It examines his ideas on Marxism, his enthusiasm for the
student rebellion of 1968, and his support for movements of national liberation in
the Third World. The book also provides a succinct account of his life, and
especially of the impact which his unusual childhood had on his attitude towards
French society.
Richard Appignanesi goes on a personal quest of Existentialism in its original
state. He begins with Camus' question of suicide: 'Must life have a meaning to be
lived?' Is absurdity at the heart of Existentialism? Or is Sartre right: is
Existentialism 'the least scandalous, most technically austere' of all teachings?
This brilliant Graphic Guide explores Existentialism in a unique comic book-style.
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"Introducing Plato" begins by explaining how philosophers like Socrates and
Pythagoras influenced Plato's thought. It provides a clear account of Plato's
puzzling theory of knowledge, and explains how this theory then directed his
provocative views on politics, ethics and individual liberty. It offers detailed critical
commentaries on all of the key doctrines of Platonism, especially the very odd
theory of Forms, and concludes by revealing how Plato's philosophy stimulated
the work of important modern thinkers such as Karl Popper, Martha Nussbaum,
and Jacques Derrida.
This book provides a route through a jungle of competing theories. It puts into
context recent developments by situating them within the longer-term tradition of
critical analysis -- back to the rise of Marxism.
Sociology is interested in the ways people shape the society they live in, and the
ways society shapes them. Simply, it is the study of what modern society is and
how it functions. In the series’ inimitable style, Introducing Sociology traces the
origins of sociology from industrialization, revolution and the Enlightenment
through to globalization, neoliberalism and the fear of nationalism – introducing
you to key thinkers, movements and concepts along the way. You will develop
insight into the world around you, as you engage your ‘sociological imagination’
and explore studies of the city, theories of power and knowledge, concepts of
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national, racial and sexual identity, and much more.
Beautiful new edition of a classic comic-book introduction to Marxist thought. Karl
Marx was one of the most influential thinkers of the late 19th century, inspiring
revolutions and colossal political upheavals that have radically transformed the
lives of millions of people and the geopolitical map of the entire world. But was he
a ‘Marxist’ himself? And how are his ideas still in play in today’s society?
Marxism: A Graphic Guide traces the story of Marx’s original philosophy, from its
roots in 19th-century European thinkers like Hegel, to its influence on modernday culture. It looks at Marxism’s Russian disciples, Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin,
who forged a ruthless, dogmatic Communism, and the alternative Marxist
approaches of Gramsci, the Frankfurt School of critical theory and the
structuralist Marxism of Althusser in the 1960s. Rupert Woodfin and Oscar
Zarate’s classic book, updated by Alex Locascio, explores the life, history,
philosophy and politics of this most divisive of thinkers, and argues that Marxism
remains a powerful set of ideas even today.
What really happens at the most fundamental levels of nature? Introducing Particle Physics
explores the very frontiers of our knowledge, even showing how particle physicists are now
using theory and experiment to probe our very concept of what is real. From the earliest history
of the atomic theory through to supersymmetry, micro-black holes, dark matter, the Higgs
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boson, and the possibly mythical graviton, practising physicist and CERN contributor Tom
Whyntie gives us a mind-expanding tour of cutting-edge science. Featuring brilliant illustrations
from Oliver Pugh, Introducing Particle Physics is a unique tour through the most astonishing
and challenging science being undertaken today.
This concise, introductory book by internationally renowned scholar Jean Anyon centers on the
ideas of Marx that have been used in education studies as a guide to theory, analysis,
research, and practice.
The works of French philosopher Alain Badiou range from novels, poems, “romanopéras” and
popular political treatises to elaborate philosophical arguments engaging with mathematical
theory. Throughout all of his writings, there is a staunch commitment to emancipatory politics
and radical change through fidelity to what he calls the “event” and its “truth”. Badiou’s
famous, or infamous, philosophy of emancipation is faithful to the communist truth, the
universal idea of a collective life, but he also claims that “philosophy is always a biography of
the philosopher”. Introducing Alain Badiou is an elegantly written and crisply illustrated guide
to an essential contemporary thinker.
Capitalism now dominates the globe, both in economics and ideology, shapes every aspect of
our world and influences everything from laws, wars and government to interpersonal
relationships. "Introducing Capitalism" tells the story of its remarkable and often ruthless rise,
evolving through strife and struggle as much as innovation and enterprise. Tracing capitalism
from its beginning to the present day, Dan Cryan and Sharron Shatil, alongside Piero's brilliant
graphics, look at its practical and theoretical impact. They cover the major economic, social
and political developments that shaped the world we live in, such as the rise of banking, the
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founding of America and the Opium Wars.This book explores the leading views for and
against, including thinkers like Adam Smith, Karl Marx, Theodor Adorno and Milton Friedman,
together with the connections between them and their historical context. Capitalism has
influenced everything in the 21st-century world. For anyone who wants to gain a broad
understanding of this fascinating subject, this book cuts across narrow academic lines to
analyse an all-encompassing feature of modern life.
First ed. published in 1939 under title: What is Marxism? Includes bibliographical references.
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