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Illiberal Democracy in Indonesia charts the origins and
development of organicist ideologies in Indonesia from the
early 20th century to the present. In doing so, it provides a
background to the theories and ideology that informed
organicist thought, traces key themes in Indonesian history,
examines the Soeharto regime and his ‘New Order’ in detail,
and looks at contemporary Indonesia to question the
possibility of past ideologies making a resurgence in the
country. Beginning with an exploration of the origins of the
theory of the organic state in Europe, this book explores how
this influenced many young Indonesian scholars and
‘secular’ nationalists. It also looks in detail at the case of
Japan, and identifies the parallels between the process by
which Japanese and Indonesian nationalist scholars drew on
European romantic organicist ideas to forge ‘anti-Western’
national identities and ideologies. The book then turns to
Indonesia’s tumultuous history from the revolution to 1965,
the rise of Soeharto, and how his regime used organicist
ideology, together with law and terror, to shape the political
landscape consolidate control. In turn, it shows how the social
and economic changes wrought by the government’s
policies, such as the rise of a cosmopolitan middle class and
a rapidly growing urban proletariat led to the failure of the
corporatist political infrastructure and the eventual collapse of
the New Order in 1998. Finally, the epilogue surveys the post
Soeharto years to 2014, and how growing disquiet about the
inability of the government to contain religious intolerance,
violence and corruption, has led to an increased readiness to
re-embrace not only more authoritarian styles of rule but also
ideological formulas from the past. This book will be
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welcomed by students and scholars of Southeast Asia,
politics and political theory, as well as by those interested in
authoritarian regimes, democracy and human rights.
Using an exhaustive selection of primary sources, this book
presents a rich and textured picture of Indonesian politics and
society from 1965 to the dramatic changes which have taken
place in recent years. Providing a complete portrait of the
Indonesian political landscape, this authoritative reader is an
essential resource in understanding the history and
contradictions of the New Order, current social and political
conditions and the road ahead.
"This important study elevates the personalities of Sukarno
and Soeharto into key explanatory factors for the character of
their "Guided Democracy" and "New Order" regimes,
respectively. The broad shift since 1998 from personal to
constitutional rule has its personal counterpoint in the
relationship between Megawati and her father, which makes
this unique blend of history and biography a powerful tool for
understanding the Indonesian presidency."--Jacket.
A comprehensive description of the Indonesian Army's history
of political involvement. Crouch's incredible knowledge of so
many facets of intrigue and manipulation, of names, dates,
enemies and friends, and specific circumstances under which
each attempted coup and counter effort was made if
phenomenal. His attention to the supporting literature and his
own personal experiences in-country certainly would indicate
that Mr. Crouch is a - if not the - leading expert in this
complex and bewildering subject. Highly recommended. Perspective: Reviews of New Books in Political Science The
author has produced the most thorough and balanced
account of contemporary Indonesian politics yet to appear in
print. - Canadian Journal of Political Science A valuable
contribution to our knowledge of modern Indonesia. - Journal
of Southeast Asian Studies In this highly-respected work,
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Harold Crouch analyzes the role of the Indonesian Army in
that country's politics, putting special emphasis on the
Sukarno years, the gradual takeover of power by the military,
and the nature of Suharto's New Order government. The
Army and Politics in Indonesia is now updated with a new
preface and epilogue that expands the book's coverage to the
1980s. HAROLD CROUCH is a Senior Fellow in the
Department of Political and Social Change, Research School
of Pacific and Asian Studies, Australian National University
where his research is concerned with Southeast Asian
politics. He taught political science at the University of
Indonesia in Jakarta from 1968 to 1971 and in the
Department of Political Science at the National University of
Malaysia from 1976 to 1990.
In these four volumes, published in paperback in 2000,
twenty-two scholars of international reputation consider the
whole of mainland and island Southeast Asia from Burma to
Indonesia. Each volume has a new preface which points to
the relationships with the other volumes. The prefaces also
comment on some of the research into and thinking about the
subject undertaken since the original contributions were
completed for the first edition. Volume 2, Part 2 covers the
period from World War II to the present and examines the end
of European colonial empires, the emergence of political
structures of the independent states, economic and social
change, religious change in contemporary Southeast Asia,
Southeast Asia's role and identity in decolonisation, and the
ongoing weakening of links with the West.
This book explains the dynamics behind the economic
transformation from the colonial era to the post-independence
period in Indonesia and Vietnam. It analyses the different
Vietnamese and Indonesian government approaches to the
economic legacies of colonialism remaining in these countries
after independence. It also demonstrates that despite critical
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differences between the two nation-states, the Vietnamese
and Indonesian leaderships were pursuing similar long-term
goals: to create a truly independent national economy. The
book discusses the way in which the Indonesian government
established complete economic control, resembling the
socialist transformation of North Vietnam in the 1950s, and
the various means by which the government of South
Vietnam concentrated economic power in its own hands
during the late 1950s and early 1960s. It also explores how
the Indonesian government was determined remove the
economic legacy of Dutch colonialism by placing the entire
economy under strong state control and ownership in
accordance with the spirit of Guided Democracy and Guided
Economy in the late 1950s and the early 1960s. This book is
a point of reference for students, researchers and academics
interested in a comparative analysis of the economic systems
implemented by the colonial and fascist powers in Indonesia
and Vietnam.
Indonesian Political Thinking 1945-1965Equinox Pub

Indonesia's President Soeharto led one of the most
durable and effective authoritarian regimes of the second
half of the twentieth century. Yet his rule ended in
ignominy, and much of the turbulence and corruption of
the subsequent years was blamed on his legacy. More
than a decade after Soeharto's resignation, Indonesia is
a consolidating democracy and the time has come to
reconsider the place of his regime in modern Indonesian
history, and its lasting impact. This book begins this task
by bringing together a collection of leading experts on
Indonesia to examine Soeharto and his legacy from
diverse perspectives. In presenting their analyses, these
authors pay tribute to Harold Crouch, an Australian
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political scientist who remains one of the greatest
chroniclers of the Soeharto regime and its aftermath.
Culturally and politically, Indonesia is one of the more
complex countries in the world, with 336 ethnic groups
speaking 583 languages and dialects. It is only recently
that these people have been contained within one
political framework. Throughout most of history,
Indonesia's inhabitants were divided politically in many
different ways as a bewildering array of kingdoms and
empires rose and fell within the region. Since
independence in 1945, one of the challenges Indonesia
faces is constructing a unified national identity. Through
six chapters, Drakeley discusses Indonesian history
beginning with settlement and social development in
5,000 BCE, through the Colonial Era, the Independence
Movement, the Sukarno Era, and the Soeharto Era, to
the 2004 elections. Ideal for students and general
readers, the History of Indonesia is part of Greenwood's
Histories of Modern Nations series. With over thirty
nation's histories in print, these books provide readers
with a concise, up-to-date history of countries throughout
the world. Reference features include a biographical
section highlighting famous figures in Indonesian history,
a timeline of important historical events, a glossary of
terms, and a bibliographical essay with suggestions for
further reading.
This volume takes us into the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, from the late eighteenth century of the
Christian era when most of the region was incorporated
into European empires to the complexity and dramatic
change of the post-World War II period. It covers the
Page 5/19

Read PDF Indonesian Political Thinking 1945 1965
economic and social life as well as the religious and
popular culture of the region over two centuries. The
political structures of the region are also closely
examined, from the insurgencies and rebellions of early
in this century to the modern Nationalist movements and
the formation of independent states.
Using the high-profile 2017 blasphemy trial of the former
governor of Jakarta, Basuki ‘Ahok’ Tjahaja Purnama, as
its sole case study, this book assesses whether
Indonesia’s liberal democratic human rights legal regime
can withstand the rise of growing Islamist majoritarian
sentiment. Specifically, this book analyses whether a
2010 decision of Indonesia’s Constitutional Court has
rendered the liberal democratic human rights guarantees
contained in Indonesia’s 1945 Constitution ineffective.
Key legal documents, including the indictment issued by
the North Jakarta Attorney-General and General
Prosecutor, the defence’s ‘Notice of Defence’, and the
North Jakarta State Court’s convicting judgment, are
examined. The book shows how Islamist majoritarians in
Indonesia have hijacked human rights discourse by
attributing new, inaccurate meanings to key liberal
democratic concepts. This has provided them with a
human rights law-based justification for the prioritisation
of the religious sensibilities and religious orthodoxy of
Indonesia’s Muslim majority over the fundamental rights
of the country’s religious minorities. While Ahok’s
conviction evidences this, the book cautions that matters
pertaining to public religion will remain a site of
contestation in contemporary Indonesia for the
foreseeable future. A groundbreaking study of the Ahok
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trial, the blasphemy law, and the contentious politics of
religious freedom and cultural citizenship in Indonesia,
this book will be of interest to academics working in the
fields of religion, Islamic studies, religious studies, law
and society, law and development, law reform,
constitutionalism, politics, history and social change, and
Southeast Asian studies.
For decades, Indonesia's 1945 Constitution, the second
shortest in the modern world, was used as an apologia
by successive authoritarian regimes. A bare-bones text
originally intended as a temporary measure, it did little
beyond establish basic state organs, including a powerful
presidency. It did not offer citizens real guarantees or
protections. These weaknesses were ruthlessly exploited
by the military-backed regime that President Soeharto
headed from 1966 until his fall in 1998. The (first ever)
amendments to the Constitution, which began the
following year and were completed in 2002, changed all
this. Enlarging and rethinking the Constitution, they
ushered in a liberal democratic system based around
human rights, an open society and separation of powers.
These reforms also created a Constitutional Court that
has provided Indonesia's first judicial forum for serious
debate on the interpretation and application of the
Constitution, as well as its first significant and easilyaccessible body of detailed and reasoned judgments.
Today, Indonesian constitutional law is rich,
sophisticated and complex. This book surveys this
remarkable constitutional transition, assessing the
implementation of Indonesia's new constitutional model
and identifying its weaknesses. After covering key
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institutions exercising executive, legislative and judicial
powers, the book focuses on current constitutional
debates, ranging from human rights to decentralisation,
religious freedom and control of the economy.
Much has been written about the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations and about Indonesia’s foreign
policy, but few scholars have specifically focused on
Indonesia’s foreign policy in ASEAN. Indonesia in
ASEAN: Foreign Policy and Regionalism tries to fill this
academic gap.
"Perhaps we shall never know the truth about
Indonesia's failed (supposedly Communist) coup of
1965. But the consequences were clear: the fall of
President Sukarno and rise to power of General Suharto
plus violent suppression of all "Communist"
organizations. In the process a half million lives were
lost." "This book analyses Indonesian literature produced
during the New Order period dealing with the events of
1965-1966 and its consequences. It examines the
political coercion that people were subjected to and how
the authors deal with the taboo subject of the killings. It
also considers how the Communist Party was seen and
discusses the underlying reasons for why the fictional
characters act as they do. Crucial here is the influence of
Javanese culture and the significance of President
Sukarno's political concept of Nasakom." "This is the first
book-length study presenting the alternative version
found in Indonesian literature of the events of
1965-1966. It also demonstrates that the concerns and
perceptions of Indonesian writers differ sharply from
those of Westerners."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary
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field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights
Reserved
This work is unique, since it is the first comprehensive
bibliography on Indonesian Law listing materials in
various languages, including Russian, Japanese and
Chinese. The bibliography is divided into various fields of
law and each chapter starts with an introduction on the
related field. The growing (economic) importance of
Indonesia and the increasing trade relations with this
country call for an instrument on how to find the law in
Indonesia. This bibliography will fill this gap as it includes
all material on Indonesian law in a non-Indonesian
language which has been published since 1949.
This collection of more than one hundred excerpts from
speeches, lectures, articles, and pamphlets, most of the
not previously available in English, is regarded as the
principal source book on Indonesian politics for the postrevolution period of 1945-1965. Chosen to define and
illuminate the country's complex issues, the selections
provide a balanced, comprehensive, and well-ordered
survey of Indonesian political thinking from just before
independence to the fall of Sukarno. After an introduction
by Herbert Feith in which he discusses the Indonesian
intellectual and his place in politics, the major and minor
Indonesian figures of the period express their political
views and their responses to the events of the first
twenty years of independence. A commentary at the
beginning of each chapter supplies background material
relating to the selections. Three appendixes offer brief
biographies of the Indonesian authors, a glossary of
unfamiliar terms, and a chronological chart. Indonesian
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Political Thinking, now brought back to life in Equinox
Publishing's Classic Indonesia series, is a must-have
resource for Indonesians and Indonesianists alike.
HERBERT FEITH was professor of Politics at Monash
University, Victoria, Australia. He first became familiar
with Indonesian problems when he was an English
Language Assistant with the Ministry of Information of
the Republic of Indonesia during the 1950s. He received
the MA degree from the University of Melbourne, the
PhD from Cornell University, and was a Research Fellow
in the Department of Pacific History, Australian National
University, 1960-62. Professor Feith is author of The
Decline of Constitutional Democracy in Indonesia, also a
member of Equinox Publishing's Classic Indonesia
series. LANCE CASTLES graduated from Melbourne
University, Australia, received the MA degree from
Monash University, and the PhD degree from Yale
University. He is the author of Religion, Politics, and
Economic Behavior in Java: The Kudus Cigarette
Industry.
This is an intensive study of Indonesian politics from the
attainment of full independence in December 1949 to the
proclamation of martial law in March 1957, and President
Soekarno's subsequent establishment of "guided
democracy". It is intended as a contribution to the
ongoing discussion of democracy in the new states of
Asia and Africa, of the ways in which Western political
institutions are transformed when employed in nonWestern social settings, and of the obstacles to be
overcome if such institutions are to operate in
consonance with the authority systems of new nations
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and with their solution of economic and administrative
problems. Now brought back into print as a member of
Equinox Publishing's Classic Indonesia series, The
Decline of Constitutional Democracy is considered to be
the definitive study of Indonesia in the 1950s and will be
of great interest to the growing number of social
scientists concerned with the pre-industrial nations and
in particular with their efforts to use and adapt Western
political institutions. This is a solid and scholarly account,
but, writing on the basis of much personal observation,
Dr. Feith manages to present his material in such a way
that readers with no previous background in the subject
will be able to follow the book almost as easily as will
specialists. HERBERT FEITH (1930-2001) became
familiar with Indonesia during 1951-53 and 1954-56
when he was an English Language Assistant with the
Ministry of Information of the Republic of Indonesia. A
citizen of Australia, he received an M.A. degree from the
University of Melbourne in 1955 and a Ph.D. from
Cornell University in 1961. He was a Research Fellow in
the Department of Pacific History, Australian National
University, from 1960 to 1962 and was Chair of Politics
at Monash University from 1968 until 1974.
This book explores ways in which diverse regional
cultures in Indonesia and their histories have been
expressed in film since the early 1950s. It also explores
underlying cultural dominants within the new nation,
established at the end of 1949 with the achievement of
independence from Dutch colonialism. It sees these
dominants—for example forms of group body language
and forms of consultation—not simply as a product of the
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nation, but as related to unique and long standing
formations and traditions in the numerous societies in the
Indonesian archipelago, on which the nation is based.
Nevertheless, the book is not concerned only with past
traditions, but explores ways in which Indonesian
filmmakers have addressed, critically, distinctive aspects
of their traditional societies in their feature films
(including at times the social position of women), linking
past to the present, where relevant, in dynamic ways.
Increased flows of people, capital, and ideas across
geographic borders raise urgent challenges to the
existing terms and practices of politics. Comparative
political theory seeks to devise new intellectual frames
for addressing these challenges by questioning the
canonical (that is, Euro-American) categories that have
historically shaped inquiry in political theory and other
disciplines. It does this byanalyzing normative claims,
discursive structures, and formations of power in and
from all parts of the world. By looking to alternative
bodies of thought and experience, as well as the terms
we might use to critically examine them, comparative
political theory encourages self-reflexivity about the
premises of normative ideas and articulates new
possibilities for political theory and practice. The Oxford
Handbook of Comparative Political Theory provides an
entry point into this burgeoning field by both synthesizing
and challenging the terms which motivate it. Over the
course of five thematic sections and thirty-three
chapters, this volume surveys the field and archives of
comparative political theory, bringing the many
approaches to the field into conversation for the first
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time. Sections address geographic location as a subject
of political theorizing; how the past becomes a key site
for staking political claims; the politics of translation and
appropriation; the justification of political authority; and
questions of disciplinary commitment and rules of
knowledge. Ultimately, the handbook demonstrates how
mainstream political theory can and must be enriched
through attention to genuinely global, rather than
parochially Euro-American, contributions to political
thinking.
Under the New Order regime (196798), the Indonesian
military sought to monopolise the production of official
history and control its contents. The goal was to validate
the political role of the armed forces, condemn
communism and promote military values. In this detailed
examination of the Indonesian militarys image-making
efforts, Katharine E. McGregor explores the formulation
of nationalist history under Suharto, and shows how this
effort affected the Indonesian people.
Critically exploring the presuppositions of contemporary
social theory, this collection argues for a transcivilizational dialogue and a deepening of the universe of
intellectual discourse in order to transform sociology into
a truly planetary conversation on the human condition.
Focusing on perspectives from Asia, notably East Asia
and India, it interrogates presuppositions in
contemporary critical social theory about man, culture
and society, and considers central themes such as
knowledge and power, knowledge and liberation. The
diverse contributions tackle key questions such the
globalization of social theory, identity and society in east
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asia, as well as issues such as biopolitics, social welfare
and eurocentrism. They also examine dialogues along
multiple trajectories between social theorists from the
Euro-American world and from the Asian universe, such
as between Kant and Gandhi, Habermas and Sri
Aurobindo, the Bildung tradition in Europe and the
Confucian traditions. Arguing for a global comparative
engagement and cross-cultural dialogue, this is a key
read for all those interested in the future of social theory
in the wake of globalization and the rise of the global
south.
The Masyumi Party, which was active in Indonesia from 1945
to 1960, constitutes the boldest attempt to date at reconciling
Islam and democracy. Masyumi proposed a vision of society
and government which was not bound by a literalist
application of Islamic doctrine but rather inspired by the
values of Islam. It set out moderate policies which were both
favourable to the West and tolerant towards other religious
communities in Indonesia. Although the party made
significant strides towards the elaboration of a Muslim
democracy, its achievements were nonetheless precarious: it
was eventually outlawed in 1960 for having resisted
Sukarno’s slide towards authoritarianism, and the refusal of
Suharto’s regime to reinstate the party left its leaders
disenchanted and marginalised. Many of those leaders
subsequently turned to a form of Islam known as integralism,
a radical doctrine echoing certain characteristics of 19thcentury Catholic integralism, which contributed to the advent
of Muslim neo-fundamentalism in Indonesia. This book
examines the Masyumi Party from its roots in early 20thcentury Muslim reformism to its contemporary legacy, and
offers a perspective on political Islam which provides an
alternative to the more widely-studied model of MiddlePage 14/19
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Eastern Islam. The party’s experience teaches us much
about the fine line separating a moderate form of Islam open
to democracy and a certain degree of secularisation from the
sort of religious intransigence which can threaten the
country’s denominational coexistence.
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the
relationship between Indonesia and Malaysia, focusing
especially on how the relationship has developed in the last
fifty years. It argues that the political relationship between the
two countries has been largely defined by rivalry, despite the
fact that the processes of national self-determination began
by emphasising Indo-Malay fraternity. It shows how the two
countries have different, contested interpretations of IndoMalay history, and how the continuing suspicion of Javanese
hegemony which defined much of the history of the IndoMalay world is also a key factor in the relationship.
The Indonesian term adat means ‘custom’ or ‘tradition’,
and carries connotations of sedate order and harmony. Yet in
recent years it has suddenly become associated with
activism, protest and violence. This book investigates the
revival of adat in Indonesian politics, identifying its origins, the
historical factors that have conditioned it and the reasons
behind its recent blossoming. It considers whether the adat
revival is a constructive contribution to Indonesia’s new
political pluralism or a divisive, dangerous and reactionary
force, and examines the implications for the development of
democracy, human rights, civility and political stability. The
Revival of Tradition in Indonesian Politics provides detailed
coverage of the growing significance of adat in Indonesian
politics. It is an important resource for anyone seeking to
understand the contemporary Indonesian political landscape.
This book focuses on constitutional reform in Indonesia
(1999-2002) from the perspective of shari'a. The study
reveals one possible picture of how Islam and
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constitutionalism can co-exist in the same vision, not without
risk of tension, but with the possibility of success.
Politics in Indonesia describes the attitudes, aspirations and
frustrations of the key players in Indonesian politics as they
struggle to shape the future. The book focuses on the role of
political Islam; Douglas E. Ramage shows that the state has
been remarkably successful in maintaining secular political
institutions in a predominantly Muslim society. He analyses
the way in which political questions are framed with reference
to the national ideology, the Pancasila.
Rule of law and constitutionalist ideals are understood by
many, if not most, as necessary to create a just political order.
Defying the traditional division between normative and
positive theoretical approaches, this book explores how
political reality on the one hand, and constitutional ideals on
the other, mutually inform and influence each other.
Seventeen chapters from leading international scholars cover
a diverse range of topics and case studies to test the
hypothesis that the best normative theories, including those
regarding the role of constitutions, constitutionalism and the
rule of law, conceive of the ideal and the real as mutually
regulating.
Indonesia has been undergoing tumultuous changes recently
due to ethnic strife, military intervention and serious domestic
political problems. This book presents a rich and textured
picture of the development of Indonesian politics and society
since 1965. Based upon access to an exhaustive selection of
primary source material, this study offers a detailed overview
of Indonesian politics and society from 1965 to the dramatic
events that have driven change during the late 20th and early
21st centuries.

The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia is a multiauthored treatment of the whole of mainland and island
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Southeast Asia from Burma to Indonesia. Unlike other
histories of the region, it is not divided on a country-bycountry basis and is not structured purely
chronologically, but rather takes a thematic and regional
approach to Southeast Asia's history, aiming to present
the current state of historical research on Southeast Asia
as well as stimulating further thought and
investigation.--Publisher description.
The spectres of Marx and Lenin have long loomed
prominently in Africa and Asia and they still do so in the
21st century. Many of the founding fathers of
postcolonial republics believed socialism could transform
their societies. Yet what socialism meant in theory and in
practice has always been highly heterogeneous and
differed markedly from the European experience. African
and Asian movements did not simply mimic the ideas
and institutions of Soviet or European Marxists, but
endeavoured to define their own, experimenting with a
variety of interpretations and in the process adapting
doctrines and templates to their unique contexts. This
volume brings together anthropologists, historians and
political scientists from around the world to reflect on
three great challenges which various types of socialists
in Africa and Asia have had to simultaneously contend
with in their articulations of liberation: how to build up
empirical and juridical statehood, how to forge a nation
after colonial divide-and-rule, and how to position
themselves in an international order not of their making.
In a post-colonial world, this helps centre a key question
running through the different chapters: what can African
and Asian imaginaries, institutions and practices tell us
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about socialism as a global phenomenon? The chapters
in this book were originally published as a special issue
of Third World Quarterly.
A new and distinctive analysis of the dramatic fall of
Soeharto, the last of the great Cold-War capitalist
dictators, and of the struggles that reshape the
institutions and systems of power and wealth in
Indonesia.
As the major geopolitical power bloc, Asia - with 4 billion
people, two-thirds of the world's population, a huge landmass and the fastest-growing economies - has shifted
the global political balance. "Empires at War" gives a
dramatic narrative account of how 'Modern Asia' came
into being. Ranging over the whole of Asia, from Japan
to Pakistan, the modern history of this important region is
placed in the context of the struggle between America
and the Soviet Union. Francis Pike shows that America's
domination of post-war Asia was a continuation of a
100-year competition for power in the region. He also
argues cogently that, contrary to the largely 'Westerncentric' viewpoint, Asian nations were not simply the
passive and biddable entities of the superpowers, but
had a political development which was both separate
and unique, with a dynamic that was largely independent
of the superpower conflict. And, in conclusion, the book
traces the unwinding of American influence and the end
of its Empire - a crucial development in international
history which is already having repercussions throughout
the world.
In Culture, Power, and Authoritarianism in the
Indonesian State, Tod Jones provides a critical history of
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cultural policy in one of the world’s most diverse nations
across the tumultuous twentieth century.
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