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Luxury has been both celebrated and condemned throughout history right up to the present day. This groundbreaking text
examines luxury and its relationship with desire, status, consumption and economic value, exploring why luxury remains prominent
even in the context of a global recession. Using approaches from cultural studies, semiotic research and aesthetics, Luxury
presents a wide range of case studies including urban space and new technologies, travel, interior design, cars, fashion ads and
jewellery to explore what luxury represents, and why, in the contemporary world. The book will be essential reading for students
and scholars across a range of fashion studies, cultural studies and sociology, and anyone interested in the power and allure of
luxury today.
Mapping Urban Spaces focuses on medium-sized European cities and more specifically on their open spaces from psychological,
sociological, and aesthetic points of view. The chapters illustrate how the characteristics that make life in medium-sized European
cities pleasant and sustainable – accessibility, ease of travel, urban sustainability, social inclusiveness – can be traced back to the
nature of that space. The chapters develop from a phenomenological study of space to contributions on places and landscapes in
the city. Centralities and their meaning are studied, as well as the social space and its complexity. The contributions focus on
history and theory as well as concrete research and mapping approaches and the resulting design applications. The case studies
come from countries around Europe including Poland, Italy, Greece, Germany, and France, among others. The book will be of
interest to students, scholars, and practitioners in architecture, urban planning, and landscape architecture.
This collection of essays features a significant selection of the specialized fields of knowledge that have shaped classical South
Asian intellectual history, focusing on the different and complex processes employed during the 'invention', construction,
preservation and renewal of a given tradition.
In this beautifully illustrated work, Pietro Laureano shares with us the fruits of more than a quarter of a century of careful
observation of traditional knowledge and techniques applied to urban settlements and landscape resources management in all
regions of the world. The book introduces us to very sophisticated, thousand-year-old, capacities developed by local communities
and civilizations around the world, amongst which water harvesting techniques, recycling of organic wastes and used waters for
soil fertility conservation or, in more general terms, the ecosystemic approach to town planning, are anything but new! The volume
is also the most convincing illustration of the fact that, whereas modern technological solutions rely on separation and
specialization and for most of the time imply the mobilization of external resources, traditional knowledge, which by its very nature
applies the principle of integration and uses internal renewable inputs, has proved over time to be effective in the daily struggle of
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civilizations against adverse environments and, more recently, against desertification.
This book presents cutting-edge concepts on the question of trust. Written by leading experts, it investigates a paradoxical feature
of contemporary society: while information and communication technologies, on the one hand, and scientific discourses, on the
other, can promote more informed participation in public and democratic life, they have also led to a dramatic decline in our
communicative and cooperative skills. The book analyzes the notion of trust from an interdisciplinary perspective by combining the
normative (continental) and empirical (Anglo-American) approaches and by considering the political, epistemological, and
historical transformations in the interpersonal relationships sparked by new technologies. Using trust as a model, it then
investigates and clarifies the new types of participation that are made possible by scientific and technological advances.
The volume offers the acts of a meeting held at the University of Turin on the foundations of power and the conflicts of authority as
documented by the monastic sources of East and West in Late Antiquity, with special reference to Max Weber's analysis of these
notions. The issue is here examined from a variety of perspectives: the different meanings of power and authority in ancient
monastic sources; the criteria by which authority is established within the monastic organizations; the kind of power and authority
exercised towards outsiders; the relationship between monks and other authorities, especially the Church; the monks and their
economic activity; the strategies for the solution of conflicts. The wide range of historical and cultural problems raised by these
questions is what the present volume tries to illuminate through individual studies of a number of specific phenomena, events, and
figures (from Shenute to John Cassian, from Abraham of Kashkar to Maxim the Confessor), paying particular attention to
monasticism in Egypt, Palestine, Africa, and Persia.
This volume assembles 50 contributions presented at the XVII International Colloquium on Latin Linguistics. They embrace
essential topics of Latin linguistics with different theoretical and methodological approaches: phonetics, syntax, etymology and
semantics, pragmatics and textual analysis. It is a useful resource for the study of comparative and general linguistics, not only for
linguists but also for scholars of classical philology.
Siamo fatti di cuore, di corpo e di parole, ma soprattutto cresciamo e ci sviluppiamo grazie all’incoerenza, alla disubbidienza e alla
critica. Chi non ha mai cambiato opinione su niente nel corso della sua vita, chi non è mai stato in disaccordo non solo con gli altri
ma anche con se stesso, è solo uno che non ha mai imparato nulla. Pensare significa pensare diversamente. Significa saper
sbagliare e ripartire, saper cercare criteri di verità e ricercarne di nuovi; significa essere fondamentalmente infedeli, andare oltre i
propri limiti e le aspettative degli altri, andar verso nuovi mondi sconosciuti. Karl Popper definisce il linguaggio come una prigione:
questo libro vuole essere una guida e uno strumento per evadere da questa prigione; non si può avere un unico punto di vista, ma
è fondamentale aprire la mente a una serie infinita di possibilità. L’autore pone l’accento su delle singole tesi, ciascuna delle quali
porta con sé importanti ripercussioni filosofiche ed epistemologiche, che vengono spiegate ricorrendo ad autorevoli citazioni ed
esempi concreti; un tassello dopo l’altro, per provare a esplorare quel territorio sconosciuto e sconfinato che è il pensiero e il
linguaggio. Un viaggio alla scoperta delle innumerevoli sfaccettature del sapere e delle parole, dunque, ma soprattutto un viaggio
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verso noi stessi, diretto verso la profondità della vita e del suo significato. Diego Scarpanti nasce a Mantova il 18 aprile 1974.
Figlio di un medico e di una pedagogista passa la sua vita fra lo studio e il lavoro: è laureato in Psicologia all’Università di Padova
e in Formazione e Sviluppo delle Risorse Umane all’Università di Verona. Ha studiato Lavoro Sociale all’Università di KSFH di
Monaco di Baviera e biologia all’Università di Parma. Allo stato attuale sta concludendo il dottorato di ricerca in scienze umane
presso l’università di Verona, in collaborazione con l’università tecnica di Eindhoven (Paesi Bassi). Ha lavorato nell’ambito delle
biotecnologie, nella industria alimentare e nel settore energetico, dove ha ricoperto anche il ruolo di sindacalista.
Brill's Companion to Ancient Geography is the first collection of studies on historical geography of the ancient world that focuses
on topics considered crucial for understanding the development of geographical thought.
If you told a woman her sex had a shared, long-lived history with weasels, she might deck you. But those familiar with mythology
know better: that the connection between women and weasels is an ancient and favorable one, based in the Greek myth of a
midwife who tricked the gods to ease Heracles’s birth—and was turned into a weasel by Hera as punishment. Following this story
as it is retold over centuries in literature and art, Women and Weasels takes us on a journey through mythology and ancient belief,
revising our understanding of myth, heroism, and the status of women and animals in Western culture. Maurizio Bettini recounts
and analyzes a variety of key literary and visual moments that highlight the weasel’s many attributes. We learn of its legendary
sexual and childbearing habits and symbolic association with witchcraft and midwifery, its role as a domestic pet favored by
women, and its ability to slip in and out of tight spaces. The weasel, Bettini reveals, is present at many unexpected moments in
human history, assisting women in labor and thwarting enemies who might plot their ruin. With a parade of symbolic associations
between weasels and women—witches, prostitutes, midwives, sisters-in-law, brides, mothers, and heroes—Bettini brings to life one
of the most venerable and enduring myths of Western culture.
"This interdisciplinary, international, and multi-lingual collection of essays explores a broad range of issues related to hospitality
and hostility, in literary and cultural contexts from antiquity to the present. Insightful theoretical and historical discussions undergird
richly detailed particular studies. The central focus unifies the diverse pieces, which are original, well-researched and reasoned,
and clearly written. A solid contribution to scholarship in several fields (including linguistics, anthropology and Internet culture), the
volume is also enjoyable to read. Its lively and appealing pieces on recent novels and contemporary trends lend a fresh and
contemporary feel." -ÿProf. Pamela S. Saur, Lamar University, Texas
For some while we have been witnessing a series of destructive phenomena which seem to indicate a full-fledged return to the
negative on the world stage – from terrorism and armed conflict to the threat of environmental catastrophe. At the same time,
politics seems increasingly impotent in the face of these threats. In this book, the leading Italian philosopher Roberto Esposito
reconstructs the genealogy of the reciprocal intertwining of politics and negation. He retraces the intensification of negation in the
thought of various thinkers, from Schmitt and Freud to Heidegger, and examines the negative slant of some of our fundamental
political categories, such as sovereignty, property and freedom. Against the centrality of negation, Esposito proposes an
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affirmative philosophy that does not negate or repress negation but radically rethinks it in the positive cipher of difference,
determination and opposition. The result is a rigorous and original pathway which, in the tension between affirmation and negation,
recognizes the disturbing traumas of our time, as well as the harbingers of what awaits at its limits. This highly original and timely
book will be of great value to students and scholars in philosophy, cultural theory and the humanities more generally, and to
anyone interested in contemporary European thought.
This book by Roberto Esposito - a leading Italian political philosopher - is a highly original exploration of the relationship between
human bodies and societies. The original function of law, even before it was codified, was to preserve peaceful cohabitation
between people who were exposed to the risk of destructive conflict. Just as the human body's immune system protects the
organism from deadly incursions by viruses and other threats, law also ensures the survival of the community in a life-threatening
situation. It protects and prolongs life. But the function of law as a form of immunization points to a more disturbing consideration.
Like the individual body, the collective body can be immunized from the perceived danger only by allowing a little of what threatens
it to enter its protective boundaries. This means that in order to escape the clutches of death, life is forced to incorporate within
itself the lethal principle. Starting from this reflection on the nature of immunization, Esposito offers a wide-ranging analysis of
contemporary biopolitics. Never more than at present has the demand for immunization come to characterize all aspects of our
existence. The more we feel at risk of being infiltrated and infected by foreign elements, the more the life of the individual and
society closes off within its protective boundaries, forcing us to choose between a self-destructive outcome and a more radical
alternative based on a new conception of community.

In The Soul of a Nation: America as a Tradition of Inquiry and Nationhood, Chris Altieri contends that the forma mentis of
the founders of the political society often viewed--by its members and by those external to it--as the non plus ultra of
modernity, i.e., the United States of America, is really steeped in the more ancient tradition of thinking that began in
Athens and continued through the Christian centuries. Engaging the twentieth-century philosophers Eric Voegelin,
Alasdair MacIntyre, and Stanley Cavell--in critical conversation with the founding fathers--the author shows that a broad
conversation regarding the constitution of society is constitutively present in the public discourse of the people that began
to recognize itself during the imperial crisis of the late eighteenth-century British America; that the participants in that
conversation have at least an inchoate awareness of society as at once cosmic and anthropological; and that that
political society is therefore an apt field of study in and for the general science of order.
Weaving early accounts of witchcraft—trial records, ecclesiastical tracts, folklore, and popular iconography—into new and
startling patterns, Carlo Ginzburg presents in Ecstasies compelling evidence of a hidden shamanistic culture that
flourished across Europe and in England for thousands of years.
" The 2000 issue of the Yearbook deals with the concept of translation. From the perspectives of philosophy of language,
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theology, comparative law and jurisprudence, such a notion is here addressed both in itself and in its many-sided
relationships with the concept of interpretation. Schwerpunkt von Ars Interpretandi 2000 ist das Problem der
Ubersetzung. Aus den Perspektiven von Sprachphilosophie, Theologie, Vergleichsrecht und Rechtstheorie wird dieser
Begriff sowohl in sich selbst als auch in seinen mehrseitigen Zusammenhang mit Auslegung untersucht. Mit Beitr gen
von: /Contributors: Giovanna Borradori; Donald Davidson; Gerard Rene de Groot; Winfried Hassemer; Domenico
Jervolino; Tecia Mazzarese; Gianfranco Ravasi; Paul Ricoeur; Rodolfo Sacco; John R. Searle; Michael Walzer; Jerzy
Wroblewski "
In this book Luigino Bruni analyses the market and its ethos, illuminating the history of capitalism and highlighting the
need for a new ethical direction. In the last two centuries, the present vision of the market economy that can be called
capitalism has produced remarkable economic, technological and civic results; but today, in these times of crisis, it has
become obsolete, because it is about to exhaust its innovative and civilising force. The historical and theoretical analysis
of this book aims to show that a new ethos of market would come from a reconsideration of some of the ideas that were
at the foundation of modern political and civil economy. The ideas of Adam Smith and Antonio Genovesi see markets as
a vehicle for mutual advantage, public happiness and civic virtues; and it is these concepts that are necessary for a
reconfiguring the market towards a great cooperative enterprise aimed directly at the mutual advantage of the subjects
involved in the exchange and, indirectly, at the common good of society.
This book consists of a collection of essays that deal with glocalization in Europe, including the idea of Europeanization
as glocalization. The contributors deal with a range of topics including migration, media, football, beauty, Christianity,
democracy and the European Union.
This book offers a wide range of critical perspectives on how secularism unfolds and has been made sense of across
Europe and Asia. The book evaluates secularism as it exists today – its formations and discontents within contemporary
discourses of power, terror, religion and cosmopolitanism – and the focus on these two continents gives critical attention
to recent political and cultural developments where secularism and multiculturalism have impinged in deeply
problematical ways, raising bristling ideological debates within the functioning of modern state bureaucracies. Examining
issues as controversial as the state of Islam in Europe and China’s encounters with religion, secularism, and
modernization provides incisive and broader perspectives on how we negotiate secularism within the contemporary
threats of terrorism and other forms of fundamentalism and state-politics. However, amidst the discussions of various
versions of secularism in different countries and cultural contexts, this book also raises several other issues relevant to
the antitheocratic and theocratic alike, such as: Is secularism is merely a nonreligious establishment? Is secularism a
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kind of cultural war? How is it related to "terror"? The book at once makes sense of secularism across cultural, religious,
and national borders and puts several relevant issues on the anvil for further investigations and understanding.
A history of "justice" and its iconography, that gives a full account of the ways that justice has been described, portrayed
and imagined through the centuries, and how it looks like today.
In a rich and engaging book that illuminates the lives and attitudes of peasants in preindustrial Europe, Piero Camporesi makes
the unexpected and fascinating claim that these people lived in a state of almost permanent hallucination, drugged by their very
hunger or by bread adulterated with hallucinogenic herbs. The use of opiate products, administered even to infants and children,
was widespread and was linked to a popular mythology in which herbalists and exorcists were important cultural figures. Through
a careful reconstruction of the everyday lives of peasants, beggars, and the poor, Camporesi presents a vivid and disconcerting
image of early modern Europe as a vast laboratory of dreams. "Camporesi is as much a poet as a historian. . . . His appeal is to
the senses as well as to the mind. . . . Fascinating in its details and compelling in its overall message."—Vivian Nutton, Times
Literary Supplement "It is not often that an academic monograph in history is also a book to fascinate the discriminating general
reader. Bread of Dreams is just that."—Kenneth McNaught, Toronto Star "Not religion but bread was the opiate of the poor, Mr.
Camporesi argues. . . . Food has always been a social and mythological construct that conditions what we vainly imagine to be
matters of personal taste. Our hunger for such works should tell us that food is not only good but essential to think and to read as if
our lives depended on it, which they do."—Betty Fussell, New York Times Book Review
Augusto Fraschetti describes the legends surrounding the origins, foundation and early history of Rome, the significance the
Romans attached to the legends of their origins, and the uses to which they put them.Between 1000 BC and 650 BC a cluster of
small, isolated groups of thatched huts on the Roman hills became an extensive and complex city, its monumental buildings and
large public spaces evidence of power and wealth. Two competing foundation legends accounted for this shift, one featuring the
Trojan fugitive Aeneas and the other the wolf-reared Romulus and Remus. Both played a significant role in Roman thought and
identity, preoccupying generations of Roman historians and providing an important theme in Roman poetry. In the last two
centuries the foundation era of Rome has been the subject of extensive investigations by archaeologists. These have revealed
much that was previously a mystery and have allowed the piecing together of a coherent account of the early history of the city.
Professor Fraschetti considers this evidence and the degree to which it supports or undermines the legends, Roman documentary
accounts, and the work of modern scholars. He reveals what now seems the most probable history of Rome's origins and rise to
regional pre-eminence.
The seemingly vitalizing impact of religiosity on civil society is a research topic that has been extensively looked into, not only in
the USA, but increasingly also in a European context. What is missing is an evaluation of the role of institutionalized religious
communities, and of circumstances that facilitate or impede their status as civil society organisations. This anthology in two
volumes aims at closing this gap by providing case studies regarding political, legal and historical aspects in various European
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countries. Vol. I provides an introduction and looks at cases in Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, and Bosnia and
Herzegovina, as well as chapters on legal issues and data, and comprehensive bibliography.
This book represents a first attempt to investigate the relations between Law and Agroecology. There is a need to adopt a
transdisciplinary approach to multifunctional agriculture in order to integrate the agroecological paradigm in legal regulation. This
does not require a super-law that hierarchically purports to incorporate and supplant the existing legal fields; rather, it calls for the
creation of a trans-law that progressively works to coordinate interlegalities between different legal fields, respecting their
autonomy but emphasizing their common historical roots in rus in the process. Rus, the rural phenomenon as a whole, reflects the
plurality and interdependence of different complex systems based jointly on the land as a central point of reference. “Rural” is
more than “agricultural”: if agriculture is understood traditionally as an activity aimed at exploiting the land for the production of
material goods for use, consumption and private exchange, rurality marks the reintegration of agriculture into a broader sphere,
one that is not only economic, but also social and cultural; not only material, but also ideal, relational, historical, and symbolic; and
not only private, but also public. In approaching rus, the natural and social sciences first became specialized, multiplied, and
compartmentalized in a plurality of first-order disciplines; later, they began a process of integration into Agroecology as a secondorder, multi-perspective and shared research platform. Today, Agroecology is a transdiscipline that integrates other fields of
knowledge into the concept of agroecosystems viewed as socio-ecological systems. However, the law seems to still be stuck in
the first stage. Following a reductionist approach, law has deconstructed and shattered the universe of rus into countless,
disjointed legal elementary particles, multiplying the planes of analysis and, in particular, keeping Agricultural Law and
Environmental Law two separate fields.
Drawing upon the disciplines of politics, anthropology, psychoanalysis, aesthetics and cinema studies, Salgó presents a new way
of looking at the “art of European unification.” The official visual narratives of the European Union constitute the main object of
inquiry – the iconography of the new series of euro banknotes and the videos through which the supranational elite seek to
generate “collective effervescence,” allow for a European carnival to take place, and prompt citizens to pledge allegiance to the
sacred dogma of the “ever closer union,” thereby strengthening the mythical sources of the organization’s legitimacy. The author
seeks to illustrate how and why the federalist utopia turned into a political soteriology after the outbreak of the 2008 crisis.
??????????????, the ancient Greek verb chosen as the title of this volume, belongs to the jargon of dramaturgy as employed by
Aristotle inPoetics, where he emphasizes the function of the Chorus as an active co-protagonist in the dynamics of drama. Here it
suggests the collaborative nature of this Festschrift offered to Guido Avezzù in the year of his retirement by friends and
colleagues. The volume collects a wide selection of contributions by international scholars, grouped into four sections: Greek
Tragedy (Part 1), Greek Comedy (Part 2), Reception (Part 3), and Theatre and Beyond (Part 4).
The hitherto unknown history of the formation of ancient Indo-European verb roots and their primary derivatives. From which, with
particular phonetic variants described herein, are derived, over thousands of years, the words of Sanskrit, Greek and Latin.
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'Space and time' have been key concepts of investigation in the humanities in recent years. In the field of Classics in
particular, they have led to the fresh appraisal of genres such as epic, historiography, the novel and biography, by
enabling a close focus on how ancient texts invest their representations of space and time with a variety of symbolic and
cultural meanings. This collection of essays by a team of international scholars seeks to make a contribution to this rich
interdisciplinary field, by exploring how space and time are perceived, linguistically codified and portrayed in the
biographical and philosophical work of Plutarch of Chaeronea (1st-2nd centuries CE). The volume’s aim is to show how
philological approaches, in conjunction with socio-cultural readings, can shed light on Plutarch’s spatial terminology and
clarify his conceptions of time, especially in terms of the ways in which he situates himself in his era’s fascination with
the past. The volume’s intended readership includes Classicists, intellectual and cultural historians and scholars whose
field of expertise embraces theoretical study of space and time, along with the linguistic strategies used to portray them in
literary or historical texts.
The Harlem Renaissance is rightly considered to be a moment of creative exuberance and unprecedented explosion.
Today, there is a renewed interest in this movement, calling for a re-evaluation and a closer scrutiny of the era and of
documents that have only recently become available. Temples for Tomorrow reconsiders the period -- between two world
wars -- which confirmed the intuitions of W. E. B. DuBois on the "color line" and gave birth to the "American dilemma,"
later evoked by Gunnar Myrdal. Issuing from a generation bearing new hopes and aspirations, a new vision takes form
and develops around the concept of the New Negro, with a goal: to recreate an African American identity and claim its
legitimate place in the heart of the nation. In reality, this movement organized into a remarkable institutional network,
which was to remain the vision of an elite, but which gave birth to tensions and differences. This collection attempts to
assess Harlem's role as a "Black Mecca", as "site of intimate performance" of African American life, and as focal point in
the creation of a diasporic identity in dialogue with the Caribbean and French-speaking areas. Essays treat the complex
interweaving of Primitivism and Modernism, of folk culture and elitist aspirations in different artistic media, with a view to
defining the interaction between music, visual arts, and literature. Also included are known Renaissance intellectuals and
writers. Even though they had different conceptions of the role of the African American artist in a racially segregated
society, most participants in the New Negro movement shared a desire to express a new assertiveness in terms of
literary creation and indentity-building.
The essays presented in this volume constitute a progression from general considerations related to the ‘etic’ (in the
geertzian sense of the word) approach to South Asian cultural productions, to peculiar and detailed investigations of
them. Such a sequence is meant to develop a renovated and systemic approach, through which these specific cultural
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materials should be interpreted: materials not to be read in isolation, nor with an overemphasised concern for cultural
relativity. Rather, they should be viewed as meaningful examples of sophisticated intellectual and cultural procedures to
be included into a broader comparative discussion, also in order to increase the quality and the depth of such debate.
Heralding the beginning of the philosophical dialogue on the concept for which Gianni Vattimo would become best known
(and coining its name), this groundbreaking 1983 collection includes foundational essays by Vattimo and Pier Aldo
Rovatti, along with original contributions by nine other Italian philosophers influenced by and working within the authors’
framework. Dissatisfied with the responses to nineteenth- and twentieth-century European philosophy offered by
Marxism, deconstruction, and poststructuralism, Vattimo found in the nihilism of Friedrich Nietzsche an important context
within which to take up the hermeneutics of Martin Heidegger and Hans-Georg Gadamer. The idea of weak thought
sketched by Vattimo and Rovatti emphasizes a way of understanding the role of philosophy based on language,
interpretation, and limits rather than on metaphysical and epistemological certainties—without falling into relativism. To the
first English-language edition of this volume, translator Peter Carravetta adds an extensive critical introduction, providing
an overview of weak thought and taking stock of its philosophical trajectory over more than a quarter century.
Coping with the challenges of global economic governance is a topical issue of the current international agenda, and the
object of a vivid debate among scholars and policy-makers. The international financial and economic crisis that erupted in
2007 reveals the fallibility of the neoliberal paradigm that has dominated the world economic landscape for the last
quarter of a century; regulatory and supervisory institutions have disclosed their weaknesses, and markets have shown
their limits in dealing with the rational allocation of risks, and their lack of resilience to shocks. This book offers a
comprehensive view of this matter, examining the dialectic and fluid relations between State sovereignty, supranational
rules and the role of markets. The opportunity to deal with economic and regulatory challenges through the lens of
legitimacy and effectiveness is the fil rouge of the co-authors’ original contributions and the inner-sense of the book. This
critical perspective results particularly in investigating gaps and ambiguities of the institutional framework currently
underpinning the major international economic organisations (IMF, WTO, G20, EMU), in re-discussing the State’s
regulatory role in coping with the challenges of the global economy, and in studying the contradictory interactions
between financial paradigms and sustainability with regards to economic development policies.
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