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The Challenge of Slums presents the first global assessment of slums, emphasizing their problems and prospects. Using a newly formulated
operational definition of slums, it presents estimates of the number of urban slum dwellers and examines the factors at all level, from local to
global, that underlie the formation of slums as well as their social, spatial and economic characteristics and dynamics. It goes on to evaluate
the principal policy responses to the slum challenge of the last few decades. From this assessment, the immensity of the challenges that
slums pose is clear. Almost 1 billion people live in slums, the majority in the developing world where over 40 per cent of the urban population
are slum dwellers. The number is growing and will continue to increase unless there is serious and concerted action by municipal authorities,
governments, civil society and the international community. This report points the way forward and identifies the most promising approaches
to achieving the United Nations Millennium Declaration targets for improving the lives of slum dwellers by scaling up participatory slum
upgrading and poverty reduction programmes. The Global Report on Human Settlements is the most authoritative and up-to-date
assessment of conditions and trends in the world's cities. Written in clear language and supported by informative graphics, case studies and
extensive statistical data, it will be an essential tool and reference for researchers, academics, planners, public authorities and civil society
organizations around the world.
"Planning Sustainable Cities reviews the major challenges currently facing cities and towns all over the world, the emergence and spread of
modern urban planning and the effectiveness of current approaches. More importantly, it identifies innovative urban planning approaches and
practices that are more responsive to current and future challenges of urbanization."--BOOK JACKET.

Habitat
The challenge of housing is increasingly recognised in international policy discussions in connection to the processes of
migration, climate change, and economic globalisation. This book addresses the challenges of housing and emerging
solutions along the lines of three major dynamics: migration, climate change, and neo-liberalism. It explores the
outcomes of neo-liberal »enabling« ideas, responses to extreme climate events with different housing approaches, and
how the dynamics of migration reshape the urban housing provision in a changing world. The aim is to contextualise the
theoretical discourses by reflecting on the case study context of the eleven papers published in this book. With forewords
by Raquel Rolnik (University Sao Paulo) and Mohammed El Sioufi (UN-Habitat).
New Urbanism and American Planning presents the history of American planners’ quest for good cities and shows how
New Urbanism is a culmination of ideas that have been evolving since the nineteenth century. In her survey of the last
hundred or so years of urbanist ideals, Emily Talen identifies four approaches to city-making, which she terms ‘cultures’:
incrementalism, plan-making, planned communities, and regionalism. She shows how these cultures connect, overlap,
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and conflict and how most of the ideas about building better settlements are recurrent. In the first part of the book Talen
sets her theoretical framework and in the second part provides detailed analysis of her four ‘cultures’.She concludes
with an assessment of the successes and failures of the four cultures and the need to integrate these ideas as a means
to promoting good urbanism in America.
In many areas of the world, environmental degradation in and around human settlements is undermining prospects for
both socioeconomic justice and ecological sustainability. To explore the issues involved in this worldwide problem, Keith
Pezzoli focuses on a dramatic instance of conflict that grew out of the unauthorized penetration of human settlements
into the Ajusco greenbelt zone, a vital part of Mexico City's ecological reserve. The heart of the book is the story of what
happened when residents of the Ajusco settlements fought relocation by proposing that the areas be transformed into
productive ecology settlements. Pezzoli draws upon urban and regional planning theory and practice to examine
biophysical as well as ethical and social sides of the story, and he uses the Mexican experience to identify planning
strategies to link economy, ecology, and community in sustainable development. -- Publisher description.
This book analyzes the history and development of settlements—from the earliest periods in human history to the present
day—from a Darwinian evolutionary perspective. At the foundation of the evolutionary model is the argument that the
human capacity for complex communication and unique problem-solving ability have led to the formation and reality of
the modern city and its scaled-up megacity status. While evolutionary theory forms the platform for the book’s argument,
general systems theory provides the operational framework for the organization and interpretations of each chapter.
Throughout the book, the authors tackle various issues, questions, and possibilities regarding the future development
and evolution of human settlements.
Proceedings of a symposium which examined all aspects of community planning in arctic regions from government
policies to specific problems associated with the construction process in cold climates.
In his professional career of more than 60 years, Wu Liangyong has made significant contributions to the development of
architecture and urban planning in China. This book explores the relationship between humans and environments, also
with a view of the way out for human settlements in China after great changes have taken place in the past two decades.
In fact, the construction of livable environment is a collective creation of all the citizens. We should trust the public and
believe in their creativity. Even though cities and towns are a complicated system and the growing whole of selforganization and new matters keep emerging with time, we should believe that the public contains the great potential of
creation to deal with all the new problems. Wu Liangyong is a Chinese urban planner and a former professor in urban
planning, architecture and design. Together with Professor Liang Sicheng he founded the Faculty of Architecture of
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Tsinghua University in 1946, where he focused on urban planning, architecture and design. He taught fifty years at
Tsinghua University. Wu received a number of awards. He was the first to win the Award for Scientific and Technological
Progress by the State Education Commission. In 1993 he won a World Habitat Award of the United Nations for his
contribution to the house-building project of Ju'er Hutong in Beijing. In 1995 he won the Ho Leung Ho Lee Prize and in
1996 the UIA Architectural Education Prize of the International Union of Architects. Wu was honored with a Prince Claus
Award from the Netherlands in 2002. He is considered the most influential architect and urban planner in China.
Urban transport systems worldwide are faced by a multitude of challenges. Among the most visible of these are the traffic
gridlocks experienced on city roads and highways all over the world. The prescribed solution to transport problems in
most cities has thus been to build more infrastructures for cars, with a limited number of cities improving public transport
systems in a sustainable manner. However, a number of challenges faced by urban transport systems – such as
greenhouse gas emissions, noise and air pollution and road traffic accidents – do not necessarily get solved by the
construction of new infrastructure. Planning and Design for Sustainable Urban Mobility argues that the development of
sustainable urban transport systems requires a conceptual leap. The purpose of ‘transportation’ and ‘mobility’ is to
gain access to destinations, activities, services and goods. Thus, access is the ultimate objective of transportation. As a
result, urban planning and design should focus on how to bring people and places together, by creating cities that focus
on accessibility, rather than simply increasing the length of urban transport infrastructure or increasing the movement of
people or goods. Urban form and the functionality of the city are therefore a major focus of this report, which highlights
the importance of integrated land-use and transport planning. This new report of the United Nations Human Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat), the world’s leading authority on urban issues, provides some thought-provoking insights and
policy recommendations on how to plan and design sustainable urban mobility systems. The Global Report on Human
Settlements is the most authoritative and up-to-date global assessment of human settlements conditions and trends.
Preceding issues of the report have addressed such topics as Cities in a Globalizing World, The Challenge of Slums,
Financing Urban Shelter, Enhancing Urban Safety and Security, Planning Sustainable Cities and Cities and Climate
Change.
National Seminar on Changing Spectrum of Human Settlements and Planning Education, organized by Guru Ramdas
School of Planning, Guru Nanak Dev University during 20-21 March 2014.
Human Settlements and Energy deals with the impact of energy considerations on human settlements planning and development. The book
addresses the energy use, consumed mostly by human settlements, and the ways to conserve energy in these habitats. The text reviews the
demand for energy, the principal uses of energy, and as the Economic Commission for Europe sees it, the need for human settlements to
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disconnect from heavy dependence on fast disappearing hydrocarbon fuels. The text examines two options as solution: nuclear-generated
electricity (which many regard as undesirable) or reduce the gro ...
Internationally renowned architect Harry Seidler discusses the aims emerging from the United Nations Habitat Conference as they relate both
practically and theoretically to major metropolitan and regional growth centres he has developed in Australia.
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