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The Complete Home Building Guidebook, written by Howard Zuckerman is based on the last
35 years of experience in building homes in the Atlanta, GA marketplace. Written in easy to
understand language, this book will take the reader through each phase of the home building
process. This guidebook includes numerous bullet points, charts, illustrations, photographs,
checklists, forms and documents. Each of the chapters presents information that can
potentially save or earn the reader thousands of dollars.CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION TO
HOME BUILDING: This chapter discusses:â¢What this book will discussâ¢The traits of a home
builderâ¢The 4 P''s of Marketingâ¢The day to day life of a small builderCHAPTER 2: TYPES
OF HOME BUILDERS AND MARKET SEGMENTATION: This chapter discusses:â¢The types
of home buildersâ¢The types of housing marketsCHAPTER 3: LAND: LOCATING,
CONTRACTING AND DUE DILIGENCE: This chapter discusses:â¢How to find a suitable
parcel of landâ¢How to contract for the landâ¢Methods of purchase the landâ¢The due
diligence processesâ¢Property issuesâ¢Legal issuesâ¢TeardownsCHAPTER 4:
ASSEMBLING THE HOME BUILDING TEAM: This chapter discusses:â¢How to assemble the
best home building team and who the various players areCHAPTER 5: DESIGNING THE
HOUSE PLANS: This chapter discusses:â¢Finding the right house plan to fit the market and
the lotâ¢Reviewing the local demographicsâ¢What goes in a great house planâ¢How to find
the best designerâ¢Various types of home stylesâ¢Siting the house on the lotâ¢Efficient floor
plansâ¢Design featuresâ¢Universal designâ¢Smart homesâ¢Green homesCHAPTER 6:
WORKING DRAWINGS: This chapter discusses:â¢How to find the right
architect/designerâ¢Questions to ask the architect/designerâ¢Reading the working
drawingsâ¢What to know about house plan copyrightsâ¢Items to review in the working
drawingsâ¢Landscape designCHAPTER 7: SELECTING THE VARIOUS MATERIALS: This
chapter discusses:â¢Reviewing the features of comparable homesâ¢The house plan
specificationsCHAPTER 8: ESTIMATING, BIDDING & DOCUMENTATION: This chapter
discussesâ¢How to estimate the working drawingsâ¢Various methods to estimateâ¢The
various components to estimateâ¢How to value engineerâ¢Estimating mistakesâ¢How to find
suitable subcontractors and vendorsâ¢How to get the various quotesâ¢How to contract for the
workCHAPTER 9: CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS: PREPARING THE BUDGETS &
PROFORMA: This chapter discusses:â¢The price per square foot costsâ¢Soft or indirect
costsâ¢Hard costsâ¢Profit marginsâ¢How to determine what you can pay for the dirtâ¢The
risks associated with buildingâ¢The "Go or No" decisionCHAPTER 10: FINANCING THE
PROJECT: DEBT & EQUITY: This chapter discussesâ¢Lot loansâ¢Acquisition & development
loansâ¢Construction loansâ¢Equity requirementsâ¢Construction & permanent loansCHAPTER
11: THE CONSTRUCTION PROCESS: This chapter discusses:â¢Preconstructionâ¢Schedulingâ¢Construction startsâ¢Gantt chartsâ¢Reviewing the
subcontractor''s workâ¢Quality assuranceâ¢Performance testingâ¢Potential construction
issuesâ¢Safety in the workplaceCHAPTER 12: DEALING WITH SUBCONTRACTORS,
VENDORS AND INSPECTORS: This chapter discussesâ¢How to find the best trade
partnersâ¢InspectorsCHAPTER 13: THE SALES PROCESS: This chapter discussesâ¢How
will the home builder market the house?â¢Models vs stagingâ¢Professional
photographsâ¢Curb appealâ¢Home builder brandingâ¢How to price the homeâ¢The monthly
costs for the home buyerâ¢Real estate commissionsâ¢Seller closing costsâ¢When to list the
homeâ¢Price negotiationsâ¢Negotiating strategiesâ¢Earnest moneyâ¢Allowancesâ¢Standard
upgradesâ¢Change ordersâ¢Dealing with the purchaser''s appraisalâ¢The sales
officeâ¢Traffic reportsâ¢Comparable studies â¢Sales techniquesCHAPTER 14: WORKING
WITH THE HOME BUYER: This chapter discusses:â¢Types of home buyersâ¢Pros and cons
of customer home building vs speculative buildingâ¢Pre-sale buyersâ¢Types of
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contractâ¢Selection of materialsâ¢Walk through of the houseâ¢Construction drawsâ¢Dealing
with the home buyer''s inspectorâ¢Warrantyâ¢Dealing with difficult home buyersâ¢Dealing with
real estate agentsCHAPTER 15: PRE-CLOSING, AT THE CLOSING & POST CLOSING: This
chapter discusses:â¢Pre-closingâ¢At the closingâ¢Post-closingCHAPTER 16: THE
BUSINESS END OF HOME BUILDING: This chapter discusses:â¢Setting up the new
ownership entityâ¢Licenses requiresâ¢Business plan and mission statementâ¢Setting up your
officeâ¢Employee manualâ¢Bookkeeping/Accountingâ¢Insurance and bondsâ¢Accounting
reportsâ¢Softwareâ¢Filing systemâ¢Organizational
chartâ¢Meetingsâ¢Membershipâ¢Subscriptionsâ¢Time managementâ¢Successful business
practices to followCHAPTER 17: LOT DEVELOPMEN T: This chapter discusses:â¢Lot
developmentâ¢Feasibility studiesâ¢Scaling up the home builder''s expertiseCHAPTER 18:
ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS: This chapter discusses:â¢Items to include when pricing the
jobâ¢Kitchen renovationsâ¢Bathroom renovationsâ¢Basement additionsâ¢Expanding the
footprintâ¢Adding a second storyâ¢Other areas to renovate â¢18 Renovation
mistakesPPENDIX: This section includesâ¢A glossary of termsâ¢Types of construction
equipmentâ¢Resource linksâ¢Photography of the home building processThis book is targeted
towards:â¢Entrepreneurs who want to enter the home building businessâ¢Small home builders
who want to organize their business for profitabilityâ¢Production builders who want to have a
training tool for their employeesâ¢Fix and flip renovators who want to elevate their
gameâ¢Individuals who want to build their new home and want an understanding of the
processâ¢The various team players in the home building process that want to make
themselves more valuable to their clientsâ¢Real estate sales agents that want to understand
the home building process
Master builder Larry Haun brings you this complete, step-by-step guide to building a house.
The Pulitzer Prize–winning author brings “clarity, intelligence and grace” to the tale of building
a home in this New York Times Bestseller (The New York Times Book Review). It’s 1983 and
Jonathan and Judith Souweine are ready to build their forever home on a four-acre lot just
outside of Amherst, Massachusetts. A lawyer and a psychologist, neither has much experience
with the process. In this New York Times bestseller, Tracy Kidder leads readers through the
grand adventure of building the American dream. In his portrayal, constructing a staircase or
applying a coat of paint becomes a riveting tale of conflicting wills, the strength and strain of
relationships, and pride in craftsmanship. With drama, sensitivity, and insight, the Pulitzer Prizewinning author of The Soul of the New Machine takes us from blueprints to moving day. In the
process, he sheds new light on objects usually taken for granted and creates a vivid cast of
characters you will not soon forget. “Tracy Kidder has done it again. . . . What might seem like
ordinary work takes on an extraordinary, unpredictable life of its own. The subject is
fascinating, the book a remarkable piece of craftsmanship in itself.” —Chicago Tribune Book
World “Kidder makes us feel with a splendid intensity the complex web of relationships and
emotions that inevitably comes into play in the act of bringing a work of architecture to fruition.”
—The New York Times Book Review
You’ve decided you’re ready to build and enjoy the benefits of a tiny house, but how?
Combining the “why” with the “how to,” Building Your Tiny House Dream will show you each
and every step to constructing your own custom camper. Part one provides detailed guidance
on essential information, from the skills needed and planning to tools, safety, and helpful
resources. Start building your personal tiny home in part two that’s carefully laid out in order
from start to finish, from laying the foundation, framing, and roofing to plumbing, adding
personality, and towing so you can take your tiny home on wheels wherever you want to go!
Also included is access to an online how-to video series of the author building the featured tiny
home project from beginning to end. Written by award-winning tiny home builder Chris
Schapdick, learn from an expert how to build the tiny house of your dreams!
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Provides information on tools, ropes, knots, ladders, and other equipment and supplies needed
for building a tree house, and offers five basic designs that can be built.
An invaluable source of information, advice, and inspiration, this expanded second edition
features new material on the planning and purchase of major appliances, garage designs and
enhancements, plumbing and electrical wiring, energy-saving lighting options, home safety and
security measures, and much more.
Leads readers step-by-step through the house framing process. 788 photographs and
illustrations.

Part how-to, part personal memoir, The Big Tiny is an utterly seductive
meditation on the benefits of slowing down, scaling back, and appreciating the
truly important things in life. More than ten years ago, a near-death experience
abruptly reminded sustainability advocate and pioneer Dee Williams that life is
short. So, she sold her sprawling home and built an eighty-four-square-foot
house—on her own, from the ground up. Today, Williams can list everything she
owns on one sheet of paper, her monthly housekeeping bills amount to about
eight dollars, and it takes her about ten minutes to clean the entire house.
Adapting a new lifestyle left her with the ultimate luxury—more time to spend with
friends and family—and gave her the freedom to head out for adventure at a
moment’s notice, or watch the clouds and sunset while drinking a beer on her
(yes, tiny) front porch.
Save 30% on home construction! Whether you want to take on all the
responsibility of contracting your home or simply want to intelligently
communicate with your homebuilder, The Complete Guide to Contracting Your
Home can help you save 30% or more on the cost of home construction by
teaching you the ins and outs of managing your construction project. Learn how
to get your project off to a solid start. Get financial and legal details in language
you can understand. Learn what to consider when selecting a lot and how to deal
with suppliers, labor and subcontractors. Gain understanding of building codes
and inspections so you can manage with authority, confidence, and efficiency.
This extensive guide walks you through each phase of construction including
preconstruction, foundations, framing, roofing, plumbing, electrical, masonry,
siding, insulation, drywall, trim, painting, cabinetry, countertops, flooring, tile and
landscaping. Completely revised and updated, this edition includes a new section
on sustainable building as well as the most comprehensive building resources
section ever compiled. You'll find schedules, order forms, control logs, contracts
and checklists to help keep your project on track.
Keep construction on track with helpful checklists Turn your dream of a custom
home into reality! Thinking about building your own home? This easy-to-follow
guide shows you how to plan and build a beautiful home on any budget. From
acquiring land to finding the best architect to overseeing the construction, you get
lots of savvy tips on managing your new investment wisely -- and staying sane
during the process! Discover how to: * Find the best homesite * Navigate the plan
approval process * Obtain financing * Hire the right contractor * Cut design and
construction costs * Avoid common mistakes
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Packed with tools and tips, this essential guide provides the instructions any
aspiring self-builder needs to ensure that their vision becomes reality. Organized
into three main sections—Thinking, Dreaming, and Doing—guidelines are provided
that cover every aspect of the build, from finding a plot, obtaining planning
permission, and commissioning and briefing architects and builders up through
implementing the build itself. Structured around fundamental locations—urban,
suburban, and rural—a host of successful projects are featured, including, a
reinvented violin factory, a converted barn, and a glass pavilion on a beach.
Suggestions for using green design and building techniques are also provided.
Real-world plans for very handsome tiny buildings you will actually want to build,
use, and enjoy.
In a savvy and thorough guide to remodeling and building homes, architect and
project manager Kristina Leigh Wiggins guides us through every step of the
daunting process. Whether your project is indoors or outdoors, long term or short
term, big or small, you¿ll want to have Building Your Home: A Simple Guide to
Making Good Decisions by your side to help you achieve the home of your
dreams.
A young girl narrates her family's move from the city to the country, where they
have bought a piece of land and live in a trailer while they build a house from the
ground up, with help from relatives and friends.
Is it really possible to have the home life you want with the people you love? The
most exciting part of any home improvement show is the big reveal—that moment
when a drab, run-down house becomes a breathtaking new home. What if you
could have that with your home life? That’s what the DIY Guide is all about. In it,
you’ll find practical tools for transforming your home life and dramatically
improving your family’s culture from Shannon Warden and Dr. Gary Chapman,
author of the New York Times #1 Bestseller The 5 Love Languages®. Each
chapter teaches you a new home life skill and pairs it with a home improvement
metaphor that makes it fun and easy to remember. You can’t hire a contractor
for this work, but if you’re willing to put in the sweat equity (hard work), you’ll
see results fast. Don’t wait any longer. Get started today and give your relational
space the renovations it deserves.
Tiny House, Large Lifestyle! Tiny homes are popping up across America,
captivating people with their novel approach not only to housing, but to life. Once
considered little more than a charming oddity, the tiny house movement
continues to gain momentum among those who thirst for a simpler, "greener,"
more meaningful life in the face of society's "more is better" mindset. This book
explores the philosophies behind the tiny house lifestyle, helps you determine
whether it's a good fit for you, and guides you through the transition to a smaller
space. For inspiration, you'll meet tiny house pioneers and hear how they built
their dwellings (and their lives) in unconventional, creative and purposeful ways.
They'll invite you in, show you around their cozy abodes, and share lessons they
learned along the way. Inside you'll find everything you need to design a tiny
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home of your own: • Worksheets and exercises to help you home in on your true
needs, define personal goals, and develop a tiny house layout that's just right for
you. • Practical strategies for cutting through clutter and paring down your
possessions. • Guidance through the world of building codes and zoning laws. •
Design tricks for making the most of every square foot, including multi-function
features and ways to maximize vertical space. • Tours of 11 tiny houses and the
unique story behind each. Tiny House Living is about distilling life down to that
which you value most...freeing yourself from clutter, mortgages and home
maintenance...and, in doing so, making more room in everyday life for the really
important things, like relationships, passions and community. Whether you
downsize to a 400-square-foot home or simply scale back the amount of stuff you
have in your current home, this book shows you how to live well with less.
A comprehensive guide to quality but low-cost building techniques and materials
outlines an economical approach for building a new structure or adding on to an
existing one, and includes floor plans, resource listings, and project management
tools. Original. 20,000 first printing.
The classic guide to self-sufficiency, with more than 200,000 copies sold—now
fully updated! Anyone who wants to learn basic living skills—the kind employed by
our forefathers—and adapt them for a better life in the twenty-first century need
look no further than this eminently useful, full-color guide. Countless readers
have turned to Back to Basics for inspiration and instruction, escaping to an era
before power saws and fast-food restaurants and rediscovering the pleasures
and challenges of a healthier, greener, and more self-sufficient lifestyle. Now
newly updated, the hundreds of projects, step-by-step sequences, photographs,
charts, and illustrations in Back to Basics will help you dye your own wool with
plant pigments, graft trees, raise chickens, craft a hutch table with hand tools,
and make treats such as blueberry peach jam and cheddar cheese. The truly
ambitious will find instructions on how to build a log cabin or an adobe brick
homestead. More than just practical advice, this is also a book for
dreamers—even if you live in a city apartment, you will find your imagination
sparked, and there’s no reason why you can’t, for example, make a loom and
weave a rag rug. Complete with tips for old-fashioned fun (square dancing calls,
homemade toys, and kayaking tips), this may be the most thorough book on
voluntary simplicity available.
You don’t need to depend on (or pay) a general contractor to manage your
construction project. Whether you’re building a new home or renovating an
existing one, you can manage the job yourself. Carl Heldmann outlines how to
purchase your own land, set a reasonable budget and schedule, describe your
needs and vision to an architect, and hire subcontractors to do the actual
building. Cut out the middleman and save as much as 25 percent on your
beautiful new home!
Lockhart and Carroll take readers step by step through a series of helpful
illustrations that present solutions for building a home.
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Build Your Own Brick House follows the process of a self-build, using traditional
brick and block techniques, enabling the self-builder to understand both the
individual stages and the nature of the build as a whole. It takes a practical
approach, focusing on the best use of time, abilities and budget, and on
communicating more clearly and effectively with designers and tradespeople in
order to make the build as smooth as possible.The book covers:The possibilities
and practicalities of building in brick; Making a budget and finding/buying a plot;
Designing with brick; Obtaining planning permission and Building Regulations
approval; Employing both a main contractor and subcontractors. Each stage of
the build is covered, from foundations through the walls, roof, interiors and
services, up to completion of a project and trouble-shooting. An essential and
practical manual for the self-builder, and packed with tips and tools to help the
self-builder understand the individual stages and the nature of the build as a
whole. Fully illustrated with 250 colour photographs. Gerald Cole is the consulting
editor of SelfBuild & Design magazine and has completed his own self-build.
Thoroughly updated and expanded, a complete guide to home construction helps
do-it-yourselfers build or remodel their own homes, with new sections on
environmentally friendly building alternatives, enhanced safety instructions,
information on new tools, energy-efficient options, and updated techniques,
materials, standards, and resources. Original.
Popular Science gives our readers the information and tools to improve their
technology and their world. The core belief that Popular Science and our readers
share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
Prospective homeowners will welcome this introduction to a durable, energyefficient new building technology: insulating concrete forms (ICFs). Written by a
top expert in the field, and organized in an accessible question-and-answer form,
it will help homebuyers decide whether an ICF is right for them and how to get
the most for their money. Every aspect of planning and construction is covered,
from exactly what an ICF is to the intricacies of building a concrete house, from
choosing a contractor to selecting a suitable design for the system. There’s
crucial advice on how to make sure construction goes smoothly, diagrams and
photos to illustrate every point, beautiful ICF homes on display, and explanations
of how these homes differ from conventional ones and why they cost less to
maintain.
Nearly eight hundred drawing enhance step-by-step instructions in every aspect
and phase of planning and constructing one's own home
Explains how to build houses with log, timber-frame, pole, cordwood, stone, earth
masonry, and earth sheltered construction techniques and shows finished homes
The much-anticipated follow-up to the E. B. White Award-winning picture book If I
Built a Car In If I Built a Car, imaginative Jack dreamed up a whimsical fantasy
ride that could do just about anything. Now he's back and ready to build the
house of his dreams, complete with a racetrack, flying room, and gigantic slide.
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Jack's limitless creativity and infectious enthusiasm will inspire budding young
inventors to imagine their own fantastical designs. Chris Van Dusen's vibrant
illustrations marry retro appeal with futuristic style as he, once again, gives
readers a delightfully rhyming text that absolutely begs to be read aloud.
A highly illustrated, practical handbook, showing the different methods of
sustainable and eco-friendly construction.
HousebuildingA Do-it-yourself GuideSterling Publishing Company
If you were inspired by Wild and Eat, Pray, Love, you’ll love this extraordinary true
story of a woman taking the greatest risk of her life in order to heal from the
unthinkable. After escaping an abusive marriage, Cara Brookins had four children to
provide for and no one to turn to but herself. In desperate need of a home but without
the means to buy one, she did something incredible. Equipped only with YouTube
instructional videos, a small bank loan and a mile-wide stubborn streak, Cara built her
own house from the foundation up with a work crew made up of her four children. It
would be the hardest thing she had ever done. With no experience nailing together
anything bigger than a bookshelf, she and her kids poured concrete, framed the walls
and laid bricks for their two story, five bedroom house. She had convinced herself that if
they could build a house, they could rebuild their broken family. This must-read memoir
traces one family’s rise from battered victims to stronger, better versions of
themselves, all through one extraordinary do-it-yourself project.
This New York Times bestselling book is filled with hundreds of fun, deceptively simple,
budget-friendly ideas for sprucing up your home. With two home renovations under
their (tool) belts and millions of hits per month on their blog YoungHouseLove.com,
Sherry and John Petersik are home-improvement enthusiasts primed to pass on a slew
of projects, tricks, and techniques to do-it-yourselfers of all levels. Packed with 243 tips
and ideas—both classic and unexpected—and more than 400 photographs and
illustrations, this is a book that readers will return to again and again for the creative
projects and easy-to-follow instructions in the relatable voice the Petersiks are known
for. Learn to trick out a thrift-store mirror, spice up plain old roller shades, "hack" your
Ikea table to create three distinct looks, and so much more.
“Clearly written text is complemented by nearly 1,800 illustrations as well as a solid
index. A great introduction to the issues of housebuilding. Recommended.”—Library
Journal. “The most complete one-volume work that I’ve seen on how houses and their
systems are put together.” —Fine Homebuilding.
Buying a new home can be an expensive endeavor. Many people dream of building
their own home but mistakenly believe that doing so is not cost effective. However, you
can save 20 to 40 percent or more by building your own home. In The Complete Guide
to Building Your Own Home and Saving Thousands on Your New House you will
discover that your dream can become reality. From basic planning to construction
methods, this new book will take you through all the steps of building your own home.
You will learn how to: choose a site, draw up a construction time line, apply for
construction loans and financing, obtain essential insurance information, buy or prepare
inexpensive plans, find and negotiate with subcontractors, comply with building codes,
select features and fixtures, choose the style of the house, decide on the size of the
rooms, and get building permits. You will learn about building materials and
foundations, floors, walls, paint, windows, decks, garage doors, roofing, flashings,
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chimneys, plumbing, wiring, ceilings, floors, railings, and attics. In addition, you will
learn how to design a home that will meet your needs, perform constructions tasks
safely, and build amenities. This book will inform you about common problems to watch
for, including foundation, roofing, walls, stairs, sidewalks, driveways, heating and
cooling, electrical capacity, and wiring. This book will detail money-saving options and
environmentally friendly techniques, while at the same time allowing you to monitor the
quality of the materials and the workmanship, fine-tune the design, and make sure the
results are exactly what you had envisioned. Atlantic Publishing is a small, independent
publishing company based in Ocala, Florida. Founded over twenty years ago in the
company president s garage, Atlantic Publishing has grown to become a renowned
resource for non-fiction books. Today, over 450 titles are in print covering subjects such
as small business, healthy living, management, finance, careers, and real estate.
Atlantic Publishing prides itself on producing award winning, high-quality manuals that
give readers up-to-date, pertinent information, real-world examples, and case studies
with expert advice. Every book has resources, contact information, and web sites of the
products or companies discussed.
The Everything® Homebuilding Book walks readers through the ins and outs of new
home construction to help them save money, avoid delays, and create the house that is
just right for them. From financing and design to choosing the right contractor and
getting permits, this do-it-yourself guide allows readers to take an active role and avoid
the many pitfalls of building the perfect home.
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