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Scholars of modernism have long addressed how
literature, painting, and music reflected the radical
reconceptualization of space and time in the early
twentieth century—a veritable revolution in both physics
and philosophy that has been characterized as
precipitating an “epistemic trauma” around the world. In
this wide-ranging study, Benjamin Paloff contends that
writers in Central and Eastern Europe felt this impact
quite distinctly from their counterparts in Western
Europe. For the latter, the destabilization of traditional
notions of space and time inspired works that saw in it a
new kind of freedom. However, for many Central and
Eastern European authors, who were writing from within
public discourses about how to construct new social
realities, the need for escape met the realization that
there was both nowhere to escape to and no stable
delineation of what to escape from. In reading the prose
and poetry of Czech, Polish, and Russian writers, Paloff
imbues the term “Kafkaesque” with a complexity so far
missing from our understanding of this moment in literary
history.
Every kid has heard of Harry Houdini, the famous
magician who could escape from handcuffs, jail cells,
and locked trunks. But do they know that the everambitious and adventurous Houdini was also a famous
movie star and the first pilot to fly a plane in Australia?
This well-told biography is full of the details of Houdini's
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life that kids will really want to know about and illustrated
throughout with beautiful black-and-white line drawings.
Illustrated by John O'Brien.
Revealing new insights, this ground-breaking book
vividly recreates Houdini's solitarian lectures which he
presented from 1922 until his untimely death in 1926.
The reader becomes involved in understanding his
struggles to reach into the afterlife to contact his
deceased mother during an era filled with deceptive spirit
mediums. Each of the fifty glass lantern slides that
Houdini used to highlight his lectures are painstakingly
recreated and matched to his original lecture text. Learn
more about this book and sneak a peak at just some of
the 80 photos Click here "HOUDINI SPEAKS OUT
reveals that Houdini was more than magic and escapes.
Houdini ?s passion to fight fraudulent spiritualists
consumed his final years" David Copperfield
Simple text describes how Harry Houdini, born Ehrich
Weiss, worked hard to become a great magician.
A chance encounter with Harry Houdini leaves a small
boy in possession of a mysterious box--one that might
hold the secrets to the greatest magic tricks ever
performed.
Patricia Highsmith's The Price of Salt is now a major
motion picture (Carol) starring Cate Blanchett and Mia
Wasikowska, directed by Todd Hayes A 2010 New York
Times Notable Book A 2010 Lambda Literary Award
Winner A 2009 Edgar Award Nominee A 2009 Agatha
Award Nominee A Publishers Weekly Pick of the Week
Patricia Highsmith, one of the great writers of twentiethcentury American fiction, had a life as darkly compelling
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as that of her favorite "hero-criminal," the talented Tom
Ripley. Joan Schenkar maps out this richly bizarre life
from her birth in Texas to Hitchcock's filming of her first
novel, Strangers on a Train, to her long, strange selfexile in Europe. We see her as a secret writer for the
comics, a brilliant creator of disturbing fictions, and an
erotic predator with dozens of women (and a few good
men) on her love list. The Talented Miss Highsmith is the
first literary biography with access to Highsmith's whole
story: her closest friends, her oeuvre, her archives. It's a
compulsive page-turner unlike any other, a book worthy
of Highsmith herself.

A psychotherapist provides a meditation on the
theme of escape, the fantasy of being able to
transform oneself and one's life into someone
completely different in order to escape one's
ordinary, everyday world.
Harry has always admired the famous escape artist
Houdini. And when Houdini asks for help in coming
back to life, it seems like an amazing chance...or
could it be Houdini's greatest trick of all? Eleven-yearold Harry Mancini is NOT Harry Houdini--the famous
escape artist who died in 1926. But Harry DOES live
in Houdini's old New York City home, and he
definitely knows everything there is to know about
Houdini's life. What is he supposed to do, then, when
someone starts texting him claiming that they're
Houdini, communicating from beyond the grave?
Respond, of course. It's hard for Harry to believe that
Houdini is really contacting
him, but this Houdini
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texts the secrets to all of the escape tricks the dead
Houdini used to do. What's more, Houdini's offering
Harry a chance to go back in time and experience it
for himself. Should Harry ignore what must be a
hoax? Or should he give it a try and take Houdini up
on this death-defying offer? Dan Gutman is the
award-winning author of series including My Weird
School, The Genius Files, and the baseball card
series, including Honus & Me. He uses his writing
powers for good once again in this exciting new
middle grade novel. Named a New York State Great
Read by the Empire State Center for the Book!
Harry Houdini escaped from prison cells, swallowed
needles, and made elephants disappear. How did he
do such amazing tricks? Some people believed he
was actually a wizard with secret powers. But
Houdini knew his only “secret powers” were hard
work and imagination. This is the story of the poor
boy who grew up to be the most famous magician in
the world. He was fearless and determined to amaze
his audiences, and there seemed to be no limit to the
risks that The Great Houdini would take.
Written by the master magician himself, this
fascinating work reveals the secrets behind how
Houdini escaped numerous death-defying stunts and
exposed a variety of fake spiritualists. He also gives
instructions for 44 eye-catching stage tricks, as well
as other fascinating material. 155 illustrations.
Discusses the life of master magician Harry Houdini,
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his magic and escapes, and the times in which he
lived.
One family’s household has been in a state of
disarray because of one small furry problem. Meet
Houdini, an extraordinarily brilliant escapologist. No,
not that Houdini. This one is a hamster. Once you
meet him, you will understand that his owners just
couldn’t name him anything else, for his name is
quite fitting. He can escape from anything—a cage or
the clutches of a mean cat. While on his escapades,
he causes all kinds of trouble from chewing through
wires to causing a flood. But Houdini thinks it’s all
worth it, because he is desperate to explore the
great Outdoors. But once he gets out, will he ever
come back? Or will this be his final escape?
Joe Posnanski enters the colorful world of Harry
Houdini and his legions of devoted fans to explore
the illusionist’s impact on global culture—and why his
legacy endures to this day. Nearly a century after
Harry Houdini died on Halloween in 1926, he feels
as modern and alive as ever. The name Houdini still
leaps to mind whenever we witness a daring escape.
The baby who frees herself from her crib? Houdini.
The dog who vanishes and reappears in the
neighbor’s garden? Houdini. Every generation
produces new disciples of the magician, from
household names in magic like David Copperfield
and David Blaine to countless other followers whose
lives have been transformed by the power of
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Houdini. In rural Pennsylvania, a thirteen-year-old
girl finds the courage to leave a violent home after
learning that Houdini ran away to join the circus; she
eventually becomes the first female magician to saw
a man in half on television. In Australia, an eightyear-old boy with a learning impediment feels
worthless until he sees an old poster of Houdini
advertising “Nothing on earth can hold Houdini
prisoner,” and begins his path to becoming that
nation’s most popular magician. In California, an
actor and Vietnam War veteran finds purpose in his
life by uncovering the secrets of his hero. But the
unique phenomenon of Houdini was always more
than his death-defying stunts or his ability to escape
handcuffs and straitjackets. It is also about the
power of imagination and self-invention. His
incredible transformation from Ehrich Weiss, humble
Hungarian immigrant and rabbi’s son, into the selfnamed Harry Houdini has won him a slice of
immortality. No one has withstood the test of time
quite like Houdini. Fueled by Posnanski’s personal
obsession with the magician—and magic itself—The
Life and Afterlife of Harry Houdini is a poignant
odyssey of discovery, blending biography, memoir,
and first-person reporting to trace Houdini’s
metamorphosis into an iconic figure who has
inspired millions.
Using exclusive access to newly uncovered
archives, Kalush and Sloman reveal the clandestine
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agreements in which the British and Americans
recruited Houdini to be an active secret agent. In
exchange for his cooperation, the governments of
these two countries facilitated his rise to the top of
the world stage. The authors give thrilling accounts
of his assignments, such as his participation in early
aerial surveillance and his use of his own magic
magazine to communicate espionage-related
information. After the war, Houdini embarked upon
what became his most dangerous mission when he
took on the Spiritualist movement. Convinced that
Spiritualist mediums were frauds, he became
obsessed with exposing them. But the Spiritualists
were a powerful adversary. An organized network of
fanatics, led by Sherlock Holmes creator Arthur
Conan Doyle, worked relentlessly to orchestrate a
campaign that would silence Houdini forever.
Grounded in solid research, but as exciting and
dramatic as a good thriller, THE SECRET LIFE OF
HOUDINI traces the magician's long and circuitous
route from struggling vaudevillian to worldwide
legend.
From the prizewinning Jewish Lives series, an
exuberant biography of the world’s greatest escape
artist In 1916, the war in Europe having prevented a
tour abroad, Harry Houdini wrote a film treatment for
a rollicking motion picture. Though the movie was
never made, its title, “The Marvelous Adventures of
Houdini: The Justly Celebrated Elusive American,”
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provides a succinct summary of the Master
Mystifier’s life. Born Erik Weisz in Budapest in 1874,
Houdini grew up an impoverished Jewish immigrant
in the Midwest and became world-famous thanks to
talent, industry, and ferocious determination. He
concealed as a matter of temperament and
professional ethics the secrets of his sensational
success. Nobody knows how Houdini performed
some of his dazzling, death-defying tricks, and
nobody knows, finally, why he felt compelled to
punish and imprison himself over and over again.
Must a self-liberator also be a self-torturer? Tracking
the restless Houdini’s wide-ranging exploits,
acclaimed biographer Adam Begley asks the
essential question: What kind of man was this?
About Jewish Lives: Jewish Lives is a prizewinning
series of interpretative biography designed to
explore the many facets of Jewish identity. Individual
volumes illuminate the imprint of Jewish figures upon
literature, religion, philosophy, politics, cultural and
economic life, and the arts and sciences. Subjects
are paired with authors to elicit lively, deeply
informed books that explore the range and depth of
the Jewish experience from antiquity to the present.
In 2014, the Jewish Book Council named Jewish
Lives the winner of its Jewish Book of the Year
Award, the first series ever to receive this award.
More praise for Jewish Lives: “Excellent.” – New
York times “Exemplary.” – Wall St. Journal
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“Distinguished.” – New Yorker “Superb.” – The
Guardian
The first full-length study of the iconic 1960s film The
Great Escape and its place in Hollywood and
American history. Escaped POW Virgil Hilts (Steve
McQueen) on a stolen motorcycle jumps an
imposing barbed wire fence—caught on film, the act
and its aftermath have become an unforgettable
symbol of triumph as well as defeat for 1960s
America. Combining production and reception
history with close reading, Dreams of Flight offers
the first full-length study of The Great Escape, the
classic film based on a true story of Allied prisoners
who hatched an audacious plan to divert and thwart
the Wehrmacht and escape into the nearby
countryside. Through breezy prose and pithy
analysis, Dana Polan centers The Great Escape
within American cultural and intellectual history,
drawing a vivid picture of the country in the 1960s.
We see a nation grappling with its own military
history, a society undergoing significant shifts in its
culture and identity, and a film industry in transition
from Old Hollywood's big-budget runaway studio
films to the slow interior cinema of New Hollywood.
Dreams of Flight combines this context with fan
anecdotes and a close study of filmic style to bring
readers into the film and trace its wide-reaching
influence. Polan examines the production history,
including prior adaptations in radio and television of
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celebrated author Paul Brickhill's original nonfiction
book about the escape, and he compares the
cinematic fiction to the real events of the escape in
1944. Dreams of Flight also traces the afterlife of
The Great Escape in the many subsequent movies,
TV commercials, and cartoons that reference it,
whether reverentially or with humor.
Young Harry Houdini spends his days chaining
himself to train tracks and teetering on wires high
above the city with his two best friends, Arthur and
Billie. But when Harry's friend and magical mentor,
Herbie, disappears, the three friends band together,
determined to rescue the beloved magician. With
nothing more than a mysterious puff of purple
smoke, an ominous threat, and a menacing
Bulgarian for evidence, Harry, Arthur, and Billie
embark on a dangerously thrilling investigation that
pushes their skill, and friendship, to the limits. But
can Harry find Herbie before it's too late?
In this sparkling, provocative collection of
meditations on coupledom and its discontents, Adam
Phillips manages to unsettle one of our most dearly
held ideals, that of the monogamous couple, by
speculating upon the impulses that most threaten
it--boredom, desire, and the tempting idea that erotic
fulfillment might lie elsewhere. With 121 brilliant
aphorisms, the witty, erudite psychoanalyst who
gave us On Kissing, Tickling, and Being Bored
distills the urgent questions and knotty paradoxes
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behind our mating impulse, and reveals the centrality
of monogamy to our notions of marriage, family, the
self--in fact, to everything that matters. The only truly
monogamous relationship is the one we have with
ourselves. Every marriage is a blind date that makes
you wonder what the alternatives are to a blind date.
There's nothing more scandalous than a happy
marriage.
he first book-length study of Bersani’s work, tracing
the unfolding of his onto-ethics/aesthetics amidst
numerous literary, artistic, and philosophical
influences. Since his first publications in the late
1950s, Leo Bersani’s work has influenced numerous
scholarly fields, from studies of French modernism
and realist fiction to psychoanalytic criticism and film
theory. It has occasionally helped precipitate the
emergence of new disciplinary fields, such as queer
theory in the late 1980s. The Essentialist Villain is
the first book-length study of this impressively rich
oeuvre. Mikko Tuhkanen tracks the unfolding of
Bersani’s onto-ethics/aesthetics, paying particular
attention to his persistent references to “essence,” a
concept central to classical speculative philosophy,
which has fallen into distinct disfavor since the
emergence of deconstructive thought. Because of
his early influences—particularly Gilles Deleuze’s
philosophy—Bersani remains an ontologist through
decades when deconstruction seems to have all but
disallowed any thought of being. Tuhkanen also
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locates Bersani’s thought amidst numerous literary,
artistic, and philosophical interlocutors, including
Deleuze, Freud, Proust, Laplanche, Beckett,
Baudelaire, Genet, Leibniz, and others. “This very
impressive book provides a full-scale assessment of
Leo Bersani’s half-century of thinking and writing, at
the same time as it offers a reassessment of our
contemporary critical landscape. It is rare that a book
on a single thinker can do that, but Tuhkanen has
accomplished a tremendous amount of intellectual
work here. A brilliant book on a brilliant thinker. I
learned a great deal from it and recommend it
highly.” — Tim Dean, University of Illinois, UrbanaChampaign “The Essentialist Villain offers a
wonderfully original and convincing assessment of
the speculative power of Leo Bersani’s oeuvre.
Identifying a ‘homo-monadology’ at its core,
Tuhkanen details the complex and shifting role
sameness has played throughout. By situating him at
the proper onto-aesthetic level of his thought, this
study positions Bersani among the leading
independent thinkers of our era.” — Joan Copjec,
Brown University Mikko Tuhkanen is Associate
Professor of English at Texas A&M University. His
books include Leo Bersani: Queer Theory and
Beyond; Queer Times, Queer Becomings (coedited
with E. L. McCallum); and The American Optic:
Psychoanalysis, Critical Race Theory, and Richard
Wright, all published by SUNY Press.
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Textbook
HARRY HOUDINI, "the World's Handcuff King and
amazing Prison Breaker," a title universally and
unanimously bestowed upon him, has had a career
as adventurous and romantic as the most
imaginative writer could possibly conjure. Indeed,
this wonderful genius, with a science concerning
bolts, bars, locks, and chains that will yet
revolutionize the world's methods of safeguarding
itself against "the men that prowl in the night,"
confirms the truth of the ancient adage that "truth is
stranger than fiction." Just remember for a moment
that he is the man to whom the shrewdest police, the
sharpest detectives, and the most watchful jail
wardens look with awe and anxiety. And they are
eminently right in this attitude of disquiet, because
they know that buried in the brain of Houdini lies the
secret of an unknown power he alone possesses
that makes their prisons as powerless as Japanese
screens, and renders their multiple-locking
handcuffs, leg irons, and all the other prison
paraphernalia, no more binding than store twine.
Suppose the innate and inherent integrity of
character that Houdini possesses, in common with
most men brought up within the circle of a mother's
sweet influence, were to be swept aside by the
desire for riches not his own. There are many men of
many millions to-day whose money is not their own.
Suppose he should be captured by a band of
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desperate men determined to wrest from Houdini
this secret worth millions. Suppose a great hypnotist
were to obtain dominance over this mysteryenveloped genius and use his baneful powers for
evil designs. What then? A slight knowledge of the
marvels Houdini has accomplished mixed with a little
imagination would create as many more
suppositions of this kind as this book could contain.
But, to be brief, admitting the possibility of the
happening of any of these suppositious instances,
and you will gain a clear idea of the extraordinary
character and quality of Houdini's powers. It is often
the best way to see the full scope of a cause by
carefully ascertaining its effect. This analytical
method is equally applicable to Houdini, and
recognizing the harm he would receive were his
secrets confided to unworthy hands, you gain an
adequately impressive idea of the enormity of
responsibility that rests upon him.
&&LDIV&&R&&LDIV&&R&&LP style="MARGIN: 0in
0in 0pt"&&RIllusionist, escape artist, movie star,
aviator, and spy—Harry Houdini was all these and an
international celebrity and the world’s most famous
magician. This fascinating biography looks at all the
facets of Houdini’s amazing life and includes 21
magic tricks and illusions for a hands-on learning
experience. Children will be inspired by this Jewish
immigrant who grew up in poverty and, through
perseverance and hard work, went on to become
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one of the most popular and successful entertainers
of all time. Houdini was an artist who created his
acts carefully, practicing them for years in some
cases. He performed such seemingly impossible
stunts as escaping several sets of handcuffs and
ropes after jumping off a bridge into a flowing river.
&&L/P&&R&&LP style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&R
&&L/P&&R&&LP style="MARGIN: 0in 0in
0pt"&&RKids will learn how he devised his most
legendary stunts and will also learn the science and
logic behind many of Houdini’s acts including his
famous milk can escape. Kids can amaze their
family and friends with these simple, entertaining,
and fun tricks and illusions: &&L/P&&R Stepping
through an index card Performing an odd number
trick Making a coin appear Mind reading with a
secret code Making a magic box Lifting a person
with one hand Making a talking board And much
more &&LP style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&R
&&L/P&&R&&L/DIV&&R&&L/DIV&&R
“Richly lyrical and thought-provoking” (Publishers
Weekly, starred review), this “stellar debut from a
novelist to watch” (Geraldine Brooks, Pulitzer Prize
winning author) explores the passionate marriage of
Harry Houdini and his wife, Bess—a love story that
defied death itself. Before escape artist Harry
Houdini died, he vowed he would find a way to
speak to his beloved wife, Bess, from beyond the
grave using a coded message known only to the two
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of them. But when a widowed Bess begins seeing
this code in seemingly impossible places, it becomes
clear that Harry has an urgent message to convey.
Unlocking the puzzle will set Bess on a course back
through the pair’s extraordinary romance, which
swept the illusionist and his bride from the beaches
of Coney Island, to the palaces of Budapest, to the
back lots of Hollywood. When the mystery finally
leads Bess to the doorstep of a mysterious young
photographer, she realizes that her husband’s
magic may have been more than just illusion. In
surprising turns that weave through the uncertain
days of the dawn of the twentieth century and
continue into the dazzling 1920s, Mrs. Houdini is a
“dazzling and enchanting” (Shelf Awareness,
starred review) tale, “a marvel that gallops through
time and space” (Associated Press), and a
“mesmerizing reimagining” (People) of one of
history’s greatest love stories.
Dating back to the 1930s, this illustrated
compendium of magic tricks offers lots of practical
instructions and advice for beginners and provides
some interesting information on the history of magic.
Contents include: Magic Tricks - Becoming A Master
Magician - The First Programme - Make The Most of
Your Show - Magic At Your Finger Tips - Wrinkles
for Wizards - Masters of Magic - The Second
Program - A Magical Medley - More Masters of
Magic - inventing Your Own Tricks - An Advanced
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Programme. Featuring the original text and artwork
and a new introduction, we are republishing this
vintage work in a high quality and affordable edition,
making it an excellent companion for anyone
interested in trying out a trick or two.
Seventeen-year-old Mattie has a hidden obsession:
escapology. Emphasis on hidden. If anyone from
school finds out, she'll be abandoned to her haters.
Facing a long and lonely summer, Mattie finally
seeks out Miyu, the reclusive daughter of a worldrenowned escape artist. Following in Houdini's
footsteps, Miyu helps Mattie secretly transform
herself into an escapologist and performance artist.
When Will, a popular athlete from school, discovers
Mattie's act at an underground venue, Mattie fears
her secret persona will be exposed. Instead of outing
her, though, Will tells Mattie a secret not even his
girlfriend knows. Through a blossoming friendship,
the two must find a way to express their authentic
selves. Told through the perspectives of the witty
main characters, this funny and fresh debut explores
the power of stage personas and secret spaces, and
speaks to the uncanny ways in which friendships
transform us.
A technical expert and a lawyer provide practical
approaches for IT professionals who need to get up
to speed on the role of an expert witness and how
testimony works. Includes actual transcripts and
case studies.
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This collection of interviews with a variety of artists
creates an oral history of performance art. Each
artist is invited to address their work, providing
insights into their artistic, personal and political
concerns. An engaging read which displays the
diverse practices which come under the umbrella of
'performance art'.
This book concentrates on the deep historical, political, and
institutional relationships between art, education, and excess.
Going beyond field specific discourses of art history, art
criticism, philosophy, and aesthetics, it explores how the
concept of excess has been important and enduring from
antiquity through contemporary art, and from early film
through the newer interactive media. Examples considered
throughout the book focus on disgust, grandiosity, sex,
violence, horror, disfigurement, endurance, shock,
abundance, and emptiness, and frames them all within an
educational context. Together they provide theories and
classificatory systems, historical and political interpretations
of art and excess, examples of popular culture, and
suggestions for the future of educational practice.
This historic book may have numerous typos and missing
text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy
of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 edition. Excerpt: ... COFFEE,
MILK AND SUGAR This belongs to that class of tricks which,
while old in years of service, is, if artistically presented, ever
new to an audience. It was one of the favorites of our dean,
Harry Kellar, * and in a different form figured in the programs
of those never-to-be-forgotten artists, Imro Pox and Chung
Ling Soo. In the Kellar version a light wooden box half full of
white paper clippings was shown, a handful of which he
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tossed in the air with that well-remembered expression,
"Papier bianco"; then a like box of blue clippings, introduced
as "Papier bleu"; finally, a box of bran. A nickeled cocktail
shaker was then produced, shown to be quite empty, and
filled with the white clippings. This was placed on a side table
and covered with a little square of * Regret to say that since
writing this book, Dean Kellar passed away, in Los Angeles,
March 10, 1922. In the near future I hope to be able to
publish his biography, on which I have been working for
several years. Dean Kellar was an ornament to the world of
magic.--H. H. black velvet. Another like vessel was filled with
the blue clippings, placed on another table and covered in the
same way; and finally, a glass jar was filled with bran and
covered with a paper cylinder. After a few mesmeric passes
the velvet cover was removed from the first shaker and it was
found to be full of steaming hot coffee; the second was full of
milk, and when the cylinder was lifted from the glass jar it was
full of cut loaf sugar. Explanation.--In the boxes of white and
blue clippings were concealed duplicate shakers, one filled
with coffee and the other with milk. These were furnished with
metal covers upon which paper clippings of the respective
colors were pasted, and while pretending to fill the...
Offers a portrait of the legendary escape artist in graphic
novel format, and reveals the secret behind his most amazing
trick.
For many performers, stage life and real life are separate
identities. For master illusionist Harry Houdini, the two were
inextricably linked. In this widely acclaimed biography, Ruth
Brandon shows how Houdini’s obsession with his own
mortality drove him to create death-defying stunts that not
only captivated the public but also subdued his own raging
psychological demons. As Brandon relates Houdini’s
methods of escape, she asks: What was he trying to escape
from? Her exploration of the psychic landscape of one of the
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most enduringly famous performers of the twentieth century
makes for utterly fascinating reading. Brandon reveals much
that is new: how Houdini invented a phantom son; why he
wrote long daily letters to his wife, Bess, who lived one ?oor
below him; his combative relations with mediums and
spiritualists, including Arthur Conan Doyle; and the ?rst full
description of his fabled death. This de?nitive biography
allows readers to peer into Houdini’s psyche and understand
him more deeply than ever before.
Originally published 1930's. A well illustrated compendium of
the famous Harry Houdini's magic tricks and illusions. All
explained in detail.Many of the earliest magic books,
particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are
now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are
republishing many of these classic works in affordable, high
quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
"In graphic novel format, explores the life of Harry Houdini
and describes some of his most daring escapes"--Provided
by publisher.
Few art critics in Western art history have ever had the broadranging impact over several decades of Donald Kuspit, a
philosopher and psychoanalyst who from 1970 until the
present has been a commanding figure on the international
stage. A student of German thinker Theodor Adorno under
whom he earned the first of his three doctorates, Kuspit
introduced a new type of philosophical art criticism into the art
world. He drew on both phenomenology and Critical Theory
before he then increasingly adopted psychoanalysis. Since
Kuspit himself has always measured his own place in the
history of art criticism by how rigorously he engages with
competing approaches, this book is a searching survey of
Kuspit’s role in triggering several historic shifts within art
criticism, beginning with his now legendary 1974 article in
Artforum, “A Phenomenological Approach to Artistic
Page 20/21

Bookmark File PDF Houdinis Box The Art Of
Escape On The Arts Of Escape
Intention.” Dense and demanding, yet deft and incisive,
Kuspit’s multi-faceted art criticism has become world famous
for reasons that artists, critics, art historians, and
philosophers from at least ten different nations explain from
various points of view. Divided into three parts and introduced
by a lengthy introduction, the book features comments by
recognized artists like Rudolf Baranik, Anselm Kiefer, and
April Gornik, as well as critical commentaries by many
scholars and critics from around the world on the richness of
Kuspit’s insights into art.
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