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An overview of the ongoing methods used to understand African history.
A collection of primary source documents on sub-Saharan Africa during the colonial
period.
This volume offers a fresh perspective on Africa's central role in the Allied victory in
World War II. Its detailed case studies, from all parts of Africa, enable us to understand
how African communities sustained the Allied war effort and how they were transformed
in the process. Together, the chapters provide a continent-wide perspective.
The Idea of Development in Africa challenges prevailing international development
discourses about the continent, by tracing the history of ideas, practices, and 'problems'
of development used in Africa. In doing so, it offers an innovative approach to
examining the history and culture of development through the lens of the development
episteme, which has been foundational to the 'idea of Africa' in western discourses
since the early 1800s. The study weaves together an historical narrative of how the
idea of development emerged with an account of the policies and practices of
development in colonial and postcolonial Africa. The book highlights four enduring
themes in African development, including their present-day ramifications: domesticity,
education, health, and industrialization. Offering a balance between historical overview
and analysis of past and present case studies, Elisabeth McMahon and Corrie Decker
demonstrate that Africans have always co-opted, challenged, and reformed the idea of
development, even as the western-centric development episteme presumes a one-way
flow of ideas and funding from the West to Africa.
This set brings together all 8 volumes of the groundbreaking Unesco General History of
Africa, which are all now available again as paperbacks. This series demonstrates the
importance of African history from earliest pre-history, through the establishment of its
ancient civilizations to the placing of Africa in the context of world history. The growth
and development of African historiography, once written records became more
common, document the triumph of Islam, the extension of trading relations, cultural
exchanges and human contacts, as well as the impact and consequences of the slave
trade. The European scramble for colonial territory in the 1880s is examined with a
focus on the responses of Africans themselves to the economic and social aspects of
colonial systems up to 1935, including the growth of anti-colonial movements and the
strengthening of African political nationalism. The contributions document how the
continent moved from international conflict under foreign domination to struggles for
political sovereignty and economic independence. The last (unabridged) volume 8
examines the challenges of nation-building and the socio-cultural changes affecting the
newly independent nations. The series is co-published in Africa with seven publishers,
in the United States and Canada by the University of California Press, and in
association with the UNESCO Press.
The autobiography of Yoweni Kaguta Museveni. Museveni led a guerilla war to liberate
his country from tyranny and, as President of Uganda, has established a reputation as
one of the most widely respected African leaders of his generation.
Offers more than one thousand entries covering all aspects of African history,
civilization, and culture.
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There is a paradox about Africa: it remains a subject that attracts considerable
attention yet rarely is there a full appreciation of its complexity. African
historiography has typically consisted of writing Africa for Europe—instead of
writing Africa for itself, as itself, from its own perspectives. The History of Africa
redresses this by letting the perspectives of Africans themselves take center
stage. Authoritative and comprehensive, this book provides a wide-ranging
history of Africa from earliest prehistory to the present day—using the cultural,
social, political, and economic lenses of Africa as instruments to illuminate the
ordinary lives of Africans. The result is a fresh survey that includes a wealth of
indigenous ideas, African concepts, and traditional outlooks that have escaped
the writing of African history in the West. The new edition includes information on
the Arab Spring, the rise of FrancAfrica, the presence of the Chinese in Africa,
and the birth of South Sudan. The chapters go up to the present day, addressing
US President Barack Obama's policies toward Africa. A new companion website
provides students and scholars of Africa with access to a wealth of supporting
resources for each chapter, including images, video and audio clips, and links to
sites for further research. This straightforward, illustrated, and factual text allows
the reader to access the major developments, personalities, and events on the
African continent. This groundbreaking survey is an indispensable guide to
African history.
The mobilization of local ideas about racial difference has been important in
generating, and intensifying, civil wars that have occurred since the end of
colonial rule in all of the countries that straddle the southern edge of the Sahara
Desert. From Sudan to Mauritania, the racial categories deployed in
contemporary conflicts often hearken back to an older history in which blackness
could be equated with slavery and non-blackness with predatory and uncivilized
banditry. This book traces the development of arguments about race over a
period of more than 350 years in one important place along the southern edge of
the Sahara Desert: the Niger Bend in northern Mali. Using Arabic documents
held in Timbuktu, as well as local colonial sources in French and oral interviews,
Bruce S. Hall reconstructs an African intellectual history of race that long
predated colonial conquest, and which has continued to orient inter-African
relations ever since.
Drawing on many years of African experience, John Reader has written a book of
startling grandeur and scope that recreates the great panorama of African
history, from the primeval cataclysms that formed the continent to the political
upheavals facing much of the continent today. Reader tells the extraordinary
story of humankind's adaptation to the ferocious obstacles of forest, river and
desert, and to the threat of debilitating parasites, bacteria and viruses unmatched
elsewhere in the world. He also shows how the world's richest assortment of
animals and plants has helped - or hindered - human progress in Africa.
This book provides new perspectives on African history and culture, surveying
the wide array of societies and states that have existed on the African continent
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and introducing readers to the diversity of African experiences and cultural
expressions. The authors reconstruct the history, cultures, and key institutions of
African societies during significant historical eras both to educate and to stimulate
further discussion and research--Provided by publisher.
John Hargreaves examines how the British, French, Belgian, Spanish and
Portuguese colonies in tropical Africa became independent in the postwar years,
and in doing so transformed the international landscape. African demands for
independence and colonial plans for reform - central to the story - are seen here
in the wider context of changing international relationships.
In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith, bestselling author of
The State of Africa, follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of 5,000 years.
With compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and
empires; the spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and
other riches; the exploits of explorers and missionaries; and the impact of
European colonisation. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states and
concludes with a glimpse into their future. This is history on an epic scale.
Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past
centuries, it was the lure of gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers, merchantadventurers, and conquerors from afar. In modern times, the focus of attention is on oil,
diamonds, and other valuable minerals. Land was another prize. The Romans relied on
their colonies in northern Africa for vital grain shipments to feed the population of
Rome. Arab invaders followed in their wake, eventually colonizing the entire region.
More recently, foreign corporations have acquired huge tracts of land to secure food
supplies needed abroad, just as the Romans did. In this vast and vivid panorama of
history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of 5,000 years. With
compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the
spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the
exploits of explorers and missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He
examines, too, the fate of modern African states and concludes with a glimpse of their
future. His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining magnates, warlords,
dictators, and many other legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of the
medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man the world has ever known. “I speak of
Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” This is history on an epic scale.
Contains a collection of alphabetically-arranged entries from 'Abd al-Qadir to John
Cummings on the history, geography, culture, religion and ideologies, wars, and
economy of the African nations; and includes essays and photographs.
In the newest version of his ""Problems"" books, Professor Collins presents the most
important issues in the study of modern Africa such as: Decolonization and the End of
Empire; Democracy and the Nation-State; Epidemics in Africa: The Human and
Financial Costs; Development: Failure or Success; The African Environment: Origins of
a Crisis; and, Return of the Empires?
A History of Africa is a thorough narrative history of the continent from its beginnings to
the twenty-first century. Long established at the forefront of African Studies, this book
addresses the events of the 1990s and beyond. The issues discussed include: postapartheid South Africa the prospects for democratization in Africa at the beginning of
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the new millennium developments in Muslim North Africa including the threat of Islamic
fundamentalism economic and social developments including the devastating impact of
Third World debt and the provision of debt relief cultural, environmental and gender
issues in Modern Africa.
Now fully revised and updated, this classic text offers an illustrated and critical narrative
introduction to the history of Africa from earliest times to the present. Beginning with the
evolution of mankind itself, the book traces the history of Africa through the millennia of
the ancient world to the centuries of medieval and modern Africa. The clear and simple
language and the wealth of carefully chosen maps and photos combine to make an
essential and accessible text.
This fourth edition of this best-selling core history textbook offers a richly illustrated,
single volume, narrative introduction to African history, from a hugely respected
authority in the field. The market-leading range of illustrated material from prior editions
is now further improved, featuring not only additional and redrawn maps and a
refreshed selection of photographs, but the addition of full colour to make these even
more instructive, evocative and attractive. Already hugely popular on introductory
African History courses, the book has been widely praised for its engaging and
readable style, and is unrivalled in scope, both geographically and chronologically –
while many competitors limit themselves to certain regions or eras, Shillington
chronicles the entire continent, from prehistory right up to the present day. For this new
edition, both content and layout have been thoroughly refreshed and restructured to
make this wealth of material easily navigable, and even more appealing to students
unfamiliar with the subject. New to this Edition: - Now in full colour with fresh new
design - Part structure and part intros added to help navigation - New and improved
online resources include a new testbank, interactive timelines, lecturer slides, debates
In African history, essay questions and further readings - Revised and updated in light
of recent research
Tells the story of two popular revolutions in Ghana, both of them led by the same man,
Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings, now Head of Ghana's government, the Provisional
National Defence Council. The book includes interviews with many of the key players in
the drama, including Rawlings himself.
A classic book on African history as told in the chronicles and records of chiefs and kings,
travellers and merchant-adventurers, poets and pirates and priests, soldiers and scholars.
Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
What wove the African continent into the rich fabric of cultures and peoples that it is today?
Where did ancient culture, trade, and civilization begin? How did the African people survive
and thrive despite European colonization and apartheid? These are just some of the questions
you'll find answers to in African History: From Ancient Egypt to Modern South Africa-Stories,
People, and Events that Shaped the History of Africa. Africa is a vast continent whose waters,
fertile lands, minerals, and diverse wildlife nurtured humankind since ancient times until
European colonization and exploitation caused immeasurable suffering and loss. To
understand how Africa developed, thrived, suffered, and emerged into the rich tapestry of
peoples that it is today, take a trip back to the ancient River Nile and the East African coast.
Witness: The development of small settlements into three distinct cultures The Carthaginian
Empire grow and flourish as an economic and commercial power The settlement of the
Zimbabwe plateau and the construction of enormous stone cities The emergence of the
Kingdom of Kongo, and its expansion through peaceful trade and alliances The upheaval,
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atrocities, wars and eventual stability created by European Colonization The founding of the
Congo Free State and the growth of forced labor to extract valuable resources from the land
The decolonization of Africa and the return of territorial sovereignty and independence The
forced racial segregation under apartheid and the birth of a new constitution that ended it The
founding of the African Union to establish norms across the continent Start your study of the
struggles and triumphs of the African people today with African History: From Ancient Egypt to
Modern South Africa-Stories, People, and Events that Shaped the History of Africa. Scroll up to
get your copy now.
For many Americans the mention of Africa immediately conjures up images of safaris,
ferocious animals, strangely dressed "tribesmen," and impenetrable jungles. Although the
occasional newspaper headline mentions authoritarian rule, corruption, genocide, devastating
illnesses, or civil war in Africa, the collective American consciousness still carries strong mental
images of Africa that are reflected in advertising, movies, amusement parks, cartoons, and
many other corners of society. Few think to question these perceptions or how they came to be
so deeply lodged in American minds. Mistaking Africa looks at the historical evolution of this
mind-set and examines the role that popular media plays in its creation. The authors address
the most prevalent myths and preconceptions and demonstrate how these prevent a true
understanding of the enormously diverse peoples and cultures of Africa.Updated throughout,
the fourth edition covers the entire continent (North and sub-Saharan Africa) and provides new
analysis of topics such as social media and the Internet, the Ebola crisis, celebrity aid, and the
Arab Spring. Mistaking Africa is an important book for African studies courses and for anyone
interested in unravelling American misperceptions about the continent.
One of history’s most multifaceted rulers but little known in the West, Queen Njinga rivaled
Elizabeth I and Catherine the Great in political cunning and military prowess. Today, she is
revered in Angola as a heroine and honored in folk religions. Her complex legacy forms a
crucial part of the collective memory of the Afro-Atlantic world.
South Africa is popularly perceived as the most influential nation in Africa – a gateway to an
entire continent for finance, trade and politics, and a crucial mediator in its neighbours’ affairs.
On the other hand, post-Apartheid dreams of progress and reform have, in part, collapsed into
a morass of corruption, unemployment and criminal violence. A Short History of South Africa is
a brief, general account of the history of this most complicated and fascinating country – from
the first evidence of hominid existence to the wars of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries that led
to the establishment of modern South Africa, the horrors of Apartheid and the optimism
following its collapse, as well as the prospects and challenges for the future. This readable and
thorough account, illustrated with maps and photographs, is the culmination of a lifetime of
researching and teaching the broad spectrum of South African history. Nattrass’s passion for
her subject shines through, whether she is elucidating the reader on early humans in the cradle
of humankind, or describing the tumultuous twentieth-century processes that shaped the
democracy that is South Africa today.
Albert Rene is a towering figure of modern Seychelle, an archipelago in the Indian Ocean, east
of mainland Southeast Africa and northeast of the island of Madagascar. He arouses intense
emotions in both admirers and opponents. This first full-length biography analyzes Rene's early
years, his political awakening, and his struggle for full electoral support in the face of strong
opposition. Frustrated by the slow pace of Seychelle's economic development and the extent
of social division along racial lines, Albert Rene took the fateful decision to seize power by
coup d'etat in 1977. It is a dramatic story, which includes an attempted invasion by South
African mercenaries. In 1992-93, Rene finessed a change from a one-party socialist state to
multi-party rule. He bequeathed to his successor a transformed nation that had shed its
oppressive racial hierarchy and had attained the highest social and economic indicators within
the African region. Underlying the political drama is the story of the compassion and romance
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of the all too human man that is Albert Rene. The book adds authority to this account by the
depth of research through archives and contemporary newspapers, as well as extensive
interviews covering both his political and personal life, the latter including interviews with all
three of Albert Rene's wives. *** "A saga of political drama, struggle, and ultimately
hope...fascinating from cover to cover, and highly recommended especially for public and
college library biography collections." -- Midwest Book Review, Library Bookwatch, The
Biography Shelf, October 2014 [Subject: Biography, Politics, History, African
Studies]Ã?Â?Ã?Â?Ã?Â?Ã?Â?
Luka Jantjie is today a largely forgotten hero of resistance to British colonialism. His place in
South African history has tended to be overshadowed by events elsewhere in the region. This
book attempts to redress the balance by recording his remarkable story. In 1870, at the
beginning of the Kimberley diamond mining boom that was to transform southern Africa, Luka
Jantjie was the first independent African ruler to lose his land to the new colonialists, who
promptly annexed the diamond fields. His outspoken stand against the hypocrisy of colonial
'justice' earned him the epithet: "a wild fellow who hates the English". As the son of an early
Christian convert, Luka was brought up to respect peace and non-violence; his boycott of rural
trading stores in the early 1890s was perhaps the earliest use of non-violent resistance in
colonial South Africa. His steady refusal to bow to colonial demands of subservience
intensified the enmity of local colonists determined to 'teach him a lesson'. As many of his
people succumbed to colonial pressures, Luka was twice forced to take up arms to defend
himself and his people from colonial attacks. His life ended in a dramatic and heroic last stand
in the ancestral sanctuary of the Langeberg mountain range; its tragic consequences stretched
far into the next century.
Political Ideologies provides a broad-ranging introduction to both the classical and
contemporary political ideologies. Adopting a global outlook, it introduces readers to ideologies'
increasingly global reach and the different national versions of these ideologies. Importantly,
ideologies arepresented as frameworks of interpretation and political commitment, encouraging
readers to evaluate how ideologies work in practice, the problematic links between ideas and
political action, and the impact of ideologies. Regular learning features encourage readers to
think critically about ideologies, and view them as competing and contestable ways of
interpreting the world. A unique "stop and think" feature calls for readers to reflect on their own
ideological beliefs.Online Resources:Political Ideologies is accompanied by comprehensive
online resources, to support political ideology courses.For students: * Further reading and
resources for each chapter to help students to undertake further research and deepen their
understanding and critical thinking;* Regular updates help students to keep up to date with
ideologies as frameworks of understanding and political action in the real world.For lecturers:*
Indicative answers to questions in the book provide a framework for approaching these;*
Powerpoint slides to support each chapter, providing an overview and key points to help with
planning;* Further discussion and debate ideas, for use in seminars, encourage big picture
thinking about the relationships between ideologies.
From early human civilisation to today, this book illuminates the history of southern Africa.
Interweaving social, cultural and political history, archaeology, anthropology and
environmentalism, Neil Parsons and Alois Mlambo provide an engaging account of the
region’s varied past. Placing African voices and agency at centre stage rather than
approaching the subject through a colonial lens, A History of Southern Africa provides an
engrossing narrative of the region.This textbook is ideal for both undergraduate and
postgraduate students of History and African Studies, and will provide an essential grounding
for those taking courses in the history of southern Africa. Its lively and accessible approach will
appeal to anyone with an interest in global history.
African History For Beginners explores the rich history of this continent of contrasts. Discover
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the glory of the Pharaohs and Towers of Zimbabwe, the cosmology of the Yoruba, the courage
of the Masai and the golden wonders of Mali, the art treasures of the Bushongo and the
sophistication of the Egyptians. It is a unique documentary portrait of the Africans’ struggle to
preserve their cultural heritage and homeland. Recent archeological discoveries indicate that
Africa was the birth place of humankind. Over the ages, the riches and wonders of Africa have
attracted the world. Yet the Africans themselves often remained unknown or misunderstood.
Here is a book to set the historical record straight.
This sensitive and compelling biography of Patrick van Rensburg does justice to a giant of a
man, controversial throughout his life but undeniably a hero Born in KwaZulu-Natal into what
he described as 'a very ordinary South African family that believed in the virtue of racism',
Patrick van Rensburg was to become a rebel with several causes. In his case they were,
initially, the fight against apartheid and, later, a unique contribution to education, which, as he
would tell his audience when he accepted the prestigious Right Livelihood Award, 'as I saw it
then, was a necessary tool of development'. Exiled from South Africa because of his
involvement in the boycott campaign in London that gave birth to the Anti-Apartheid
Movement, Van Rensburg went to Serowe in Botswana (then Bechuanaland), where he
founded co-operatives, provided vocational training and was one of the earliest people to
espouse the discipline of development studies. Perhaps his best-known legacies were
Swaneng Hill School, in which he involved his pupils in building their school, running it,
providing their own food and making their own equipment and furniture, and ’brigades’ to
provide an educational home for primary school 'dropouts' through a curriculum that combined
theory and practice, mental and manual labour. This sensitive and compelling biography does
justice to a giant of a man, controversial throughout his life but undeniably a hero.
Most of us still know less about Africa's past and peoples than we do about the continent's wild
animals. And what we do know is colored by romance - safaris and treks and camel caravans,
Solomon's mine and Tutankhamun's curse, the shores of Tripoli and the snows of Kilimanjaro.
Yet the ancestor of all humankind may have lived in Africa. The world's longest-lived, literate
civilization was African. Through the ages, great civilizations rose and fell in what was once
called "darkest" Africa, leaving behind mysterious fortresses and splendid art. Christianity and
Islam battled age-old beliefs - and each other. Traders on camels were followed by explorers in
caravels and by a plague of invaders, hungry for ivory and diamonds and the "black gold" of
slavery. In just the last half century, independence has swept away the old maps and colonial
ways to jar the balance of the world. Here is Africa's story.
Virtually anyone, anywhere knows that six million Jewish human beings were killed in the
Jewish Holocaust. But how many African human beings were killed in the Black Holocaust –
from the start of the European slave trade (c. 1500) to the Civil War (1865)? And how many
were enslaved? The Black Holocaust, a travesty that killed millions of African human beings, is
the most underreported major event in world history. A major economic event for Europe and
Asia, a near fatal event for Africa, the seminal event in the history of every African American –
if not every American! – and most of us cannot answer the simplest question about it. Here is a
sample of what you will get from the painstakingly researched, painfully honest The Black
Holocaust For Beginners: “The total number of slaves imported is not known. It is estimated
that nearly 900,000 came to America in the 16th Century, 2.75 million in the 17th Century, 7
million in the 18th, and over 4 million in the 19th – perhaps 15 million in total. Probably every
slave imported represented, on average, five corpses in Africa or on the high seas. The
American slave trade, therefore, meant the elimination of at least 60 million Africans from their
fatherland.” The Black Holocaust For Beginners – part indisputably documented chronicle, part
passionately engaging narrative, puts the tragic event in plain sight where it belongs! The long
overdue book answers all of your questions, sensitively and in great depth.
"Northrup's highly accessible book breaks through the most common barriers that readers
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encounter in studying African history. Each chapter takes on a common myth about Africa and
explains both the sources of the myth and the research that debunks it. These provocative
chapters will promote lively discussions among readers while deepening their understanding of
African and world history. The book is strengthened by its incorporation of actors and issues
representing the African diaspora and African Americans in particular." —Rebecca Shumway,
College of Charleston
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