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Hinduism A New Approach
Your hands-on guide to one of the world's major religions The dominant religion of India, "Hinduism" refers to a widevariety of religious
traditions and philosophies that havedeveloped over thousands of years. Today, the United States is hometo approximately one million
Hindus. If you've heard of this ancient religion and are looking for areference that explains the intricacies of the customs, practices,and
teachings of this ancient spiritual system, Hinduism ForDummies is for you! Provides a thorough introduction to this earliest and popularworld
belief system Information on the rites, rituals, deities, and teachingsassociated with the practice of Hinduism Explores the history and
teachings of the Vedas, Brahmans, andUpanishads Offers insight into the modern daily practice of Hinduismaround the world Continuing the
Dummies tradition of making the world's religionsengaging and accessible to everyone, Hinduism For Dummies isyour hands-on, friendly
guide to this fascinating religion.
The role of Religious Education within the primary school and how it should be implemented has been the subject of worldwide debate.
Responding to the delivery of the non-statutory framework for RE and the recent emphasis on a creative primary curriculum Primary
Religious Education - A New Approach models a much needed pedagogical framework, encouraging conceptual enquiry and linking theory to
its implementation within the wider curriculum in schools. The book outlines this new conceptual approach to Religious Education and is
based upon the Living Difference syllabus successfully implemented in Hampshire, Portsmouth, Southampton and Westminster. It
demonstrates how to implement the requirements of the new QCDA curriculum and Ofsted criteria for effective RE and is rapidly gaining both
national and international support. Through this approach, Religious Education is discussed within the larger context of primary education in
the contemporary world. This book will help you to teach RE in a creative way in the primary classroom by providing: historical commentaries
an overview of existing approaches case studies based upon developments in religious literacy connections to initiatives such as Every Child
Matters and cross-curricular links to other areas of the curriculum, including PSHE. With an all-encompassing global context, this book
provides tutors, students and practicing teachers with a firm basis for developing their thinking about the subject of RE, how it is placed in the
primary curriculum and how it may be successfully implemented in schools.
Sinceits founding by Jacques Waardenburg in 1971, Religion and Reason has been a leading forum for contributions on theories, theoretical
issues and agendas related to the phenomenon and the study of religion. Topics include (among others) category formation, comparison,
ethnophilosophy, hermeneutics, methodology, myth, phenomenology, philosophy of science, scientific atheism, structuralism, and theories of
religion. From time to time the series publishes volumes that map the state of the art and the history of the discipline.
The Hindu thinker Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) was and remains an important figure both within India, and in the West, where he was
notable for preaching Vedanta. Scholarship surrounding Vivekananda is dominated by hagiography and his (mis)appropriation by the political
Hindu Right. This work demonstrates that Vivekananda was no simplistic pluralist, as portrayed in hagiographical texts, nor narrow
exclusivist, as portrayed by some modern Hindu nationalists, but a thoughtful, complex inclusivist. The book shows that Vivekananda
formulated a hierarchical and inclusivistic framework of Hinduism, based upon his interpretations of a four-fold system of Yoga. It goes on to
argue that Vivekananda understood his formulation of Vedanta to be universal, and applied it freely to non-Hindu traditions, and in so doing,
demonstrates that Vivekananda was consistently critical of ‘low level’ spirituality, not only in non-Hindu traditions, but also within Hinduism.
Demonstrating that Vivekananda is best understood within the context of ‘Advaitic primacy’, rather than ‘Hindu chauvinism’, this book will
be of interest to scholars of Hinduism and South Asian religion and of South Asian diaspora communities and religious studies more
generally.
This book is an indispensable resource for students and researchers wishing to develop a deeper understanding of one of the world's oldest
and most multifaceted religious traditions. Sushil Mittal and Gene Thursby, leading scholars in the field, have brought together a rich variety
of perspectives which reflect the current lively state of the field. Studying Hinduism is the result of cooperative work by accomplished
specialists in several fields that include anthropology, art, comparative literature, history, philosophy, religious studies, and sociology.
Through these complementary and exciting approaches, students will gain a greater understanding of India's culture and traditions, to which
Hinduism is integral. The book uses key critical terms and topics as points of entry into the subject, revealing that although Hinduism can be
interpreted in sharply contrasting ways and set in widely varying contexts, it is endlessly fascinating and intriguing.
Originally published in 1977, The Hindu Religious Tradition provides a detailed exploration into the different doctrines regarding the nature of
Religious Reality and the many paths of search for this Reality within the Hindu religion. The book discusses these differing doctrines from
the point of view of their philosophical significance and their use in man’s search for the divine in consideration of the traditional teaching that
the divine is already in man and can be realised in direct experience. It provides a comprehensive account of this tradition through
considering all aspects that are integral to it, and highlights that the profundity of this tradition lies in that it cannot be limited to the
requirements of any one form of conceiving the divine. The Hindu Religious Tradition will appeal to those with an interest in Hinduism,
religious philosophy, and theology.
Hinduism is one of the world's oldest and greatest religious traditions. In captivating prose, Shashi Tharoor untangles its origins, its key
philosophical concepts and texts. He explores everyday Hindu beliefs and practices, from worship to pilgrimage to caste, and touchingly
reflects on his personal beliefs and relationship with the religion. Not one to shy from controversy, Tharoor is unsparing in his criticism of
'Hindutva', an extremist, nationalist Hinduism endorsed by India's current government. He argues urgently and persuasively that it is precisely
because of Hinduism's rich diversity that India has survived and thrived as a plural, secular nation. If narrow fundamentalism wins out, Indian
democracy itself is in peril.
Hinduism in the Modern World presents a new and unprecedented attempt to survey the nature, range, and significance of modern and
contemporary Hinduism in South Asia and the global diaspora. Organized to reflect the direction of recent scholarly research, this volume
breaks with earlier texts on this subject by seeking to overcome a misleading dichotomy between an elite, intellectualist "modern" Hinduism
and the rest of what has so often been misleadingly termed "traditional" or "popular" Hinduism. Without neglecting the significance of modern
reformist visions of Hinduism, this book reconceptualizes the meaning of "modern Hinduism" both by expanding its content and by situating
its expression within a larger framework of history, ethnography, and contemporary critical theory. This volume equips undergraduate readers
with the tools necessary to appreciate the richness and diversity of Hinduism as it has developed during the past two centuries.

Covering all aspects of Hinduism, this encyclopedia includes more ethnographic and contemporary material in contrast to
the exclusively textual and historical approach of earlier works.
The Hindu Way: An Introduction to Hinduism, the new book by bestselling author Shashi Tharoor, whose last three books
have sold over a quarter of a million copies in hardback, is the perfect introduction to one of the world's oldest, largest
and most complex religions. Although there are hundreds of books on Hinduism, there are only a few which provide a
lucid, accessible, yet deeply layered account of the religion's numerous belief systems, schools of thought, sects, tenets,
scriptures, deities, rituals, customs, festivals and philosophies. This book is one of them.
Seeks To Trace The History Of Hinduism Form Indus Valley Civilization Through Vedic And Brahman Period And
Explains How Hindu Beliefs Have Emanated. Points At The Best In Hinduism And Also Its Inadequacies-How New
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Customs And Tradition Have Arisen And Looks At The Apathy Of People For Visiting Temples And Performance Of
Rituals. Has Four Chapters.
This book presents an innovative approach to gender, nationalism, and the relations between them, and analyses the
broader social base of Hindu nationalist organisation to understand the growth of 'Hindutva', or Hindu nationalism, in
India. Arguing that Hindu nationalist thought and predilections emerge out of, and, in turn, feed, pre-existing gendered
tendencies, the author presents the new concept of 'masculine hegemony', specifically Brahmanical masculine
hegemony. The book offers a historical overview of the processes that converge in the making of the identity ‘Hindu’, in
the making of the religion ‘Hinduism’, and in the shaping of the movement known as ‘Hindutva’. The impact of
colonialism, social reform, and caste movements is explored, as is the role of key figures such as Mohandas Gandhi,
Indira Gandhi, and Narendra Modi. The book sheds light on the close, yet uneasy, relations that Hindu nationalist thought
and practice have with conceptions of 'modernity', 'development' and women's movements, and politics, and the future of
Hindu nationalism in India. A new approach to the study of Hindu nationalism, this book offers a theoretically innovative
understanding of Indian history and socio-politics. It will be of interest to academics working in the field of Gender studies
and Asian Studies, in particular South Asian history and politics.
This text argues that Hindu nationalism is not only destructive of communal relations, but that it also prevents Hinduism
from emerging as a world religion. It presents a vision of Hinduism as a tradition capable of pointing the way towards a
future in which all the religions manifest complementary visions of a larger reality.
The innovative Handbook offers 23 state-of-the-art peer-reviewed essays by leading international authorities
summarizing evidence-based research on ancient and modern India. For example, Kautilya's Economics text published
some 2000 years before Adam Smith is shown to include ideas in Marx's Labor Theory of Value, UN's Human Rights,
optimization, etc. Hindu India topics include: beef eating, astrology, rituals, sacraments, pilgrimages, guilt-free pursuit of
wealth and pleasures, caste system's huge costs and benefits in nurturing entrepreneurship, charity, Hindu Law, gender
issues, overpopulation problem, yoga for business management and human capital growth. The scholarly essays provide
a unique reference work for students, teachers, businessmen, India investors and general readers. Michael Szenberg,
editor of The American Economist wrote: "Hindu Economics and Business Handbook is an engaging and informative
survey of the economics of Hinduism. I highly recommend it. Jagdish Bhagwati of Columbia University said "... interesting
collection ... will be widely read" Prof. Panchamukhi, Former Chairman, Indian Council for Social Science Research, New
Delhi and editor of Indian Journal of Economics wrote: ".. systematically arranged into different themes and chapters
...Protection and prosperity, Importance of animals, Four-fold Objectives of Life, Hindu Social Corporate form, Ayurvedic
Medicines, Impact of Rituals, (etc.)...perceptive articles on the recent thoughts on development and governance
...extremely valuable reading material...the most useful addition to the literature" Prof. Rishi Raj of CCNY, president of
SIAA, wrote: "...many methods and strategies ..(by).. Hindu economists are desperately needed to help solve the present
day world economic crisis." Narain Kataria, President of Indian American Intellectual Forum wrote: "...review of
contrasting viewpoints... This unique reference work edited by Prof. Vinod belongs not only in every public library, but
also in the home of everyone interested in India, including non-Hindus and international investors." List of distinguished
authors includes the likes of: (1) former Harvard professor and president of Janata Party, Subramanian Swamy, (2)
Suresh Tendulkar, Chair, Indian Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Council, (3) Shankar Abhyankar, founder of Aditya
Pratishthan, (4) Anil Bokil, founder of ArthaKranti Pratishthan, (5) Prof. R. Vaidyanathan, IIM Banglore, (6) Balbir Sihag of
U. Mass. (7) M.G. Prasad of Stevens Tech. (8) M. V. Patwardhan former Fellow Institute of Bankers, London, (9) Gautam
Naresh, formerly at the National Institute of Public Finance, (10) M. V. Nadkarni, founder of Journal of Social and
Economic Development, (11) Prof. R. Kulkarni, IIT Bombay, (12) K. Kulkarni, editor of the Indian Journal of Economics
and Business, (13) Prof. S. Kaushik, Pace University, NY, Founder of Women's College in India, (14) H. Mhaskar, von
Neumann distinguished professor, Technical University, Munich, Germany, (15) Vasant Lad, founder of Ayurvedic
Institute in Albuquerque, NM, (16) Yogi S. Vinod, founder MVRF, Pune, (17) S. Kalyanaraman, Director, Sarasvati
Research Centre, Chennai, (18) M. and P. Joshi, founders of Gurukul Yoga Center, NJ, (19) Advocate S. Deshmukh,
formerly at Citibank and president, Maharashtra Foundation, and (20) Advocate C. Vaidya, among others.
The spiritual journey begins when one turns away from the external acquisition to inner exploration. Men and women are
equal in the world. The Vedas mention how female sages studied and composed mantras alongside the sages. God
alone exists. The world is the play of His divine power or maya, and is not perfect. Perfection lies only in the divine.
An engrossing and definitive narrative account of history and myth that offers a new way of understanding one of the
world's oldest major religions, The Hindus elucidates the relationship between recorded history and imaginary worlds.
Hinduism does not lend itself easily to a strictly chronological account: many of its central texts cannot be reliably dated
even within a century; its central tenets karma, dharma, to name just two arise at particular moments in Indian history and
differ in each era, between genders, and caste to caste; and what is shared among Hindus is overwhelmingly
outnumbered by the things that are unique to one group or another. Yet the greatness of Hinduism - its vitality, its
earthiness, its vividness - lies precisely in many of those idiosyncratic qualities that continue to inspire debate today.
Wendy Doniger is one of the foremost scholars of Hinduism in the world. With her inimitable insight and expertise
Doniger illuminates those moments within the tradition that resist forces that would standardize or establish a canon.
Without reversing or misrepresenting the historical hierarchies, she reveals how Sanskrit and vernacular sources are rich
in knowledge of and compassion toward women and lower castes; how they debate tensions surrounding religion,
violence, and tolerance; and how animals are the key to important shifts in attitudes toward different social classes. The
Hindus brings a fascinating multiplicity of actors and stories to the stage to show how brilliant and creative thinkers many of them far removed from Brahmin authors of Sanskrit texts - have kept Hinduism alive in ways that other scholars
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have not fully explored. In this unique and authoritative account, debates about Hindu traditions become platforms from
which to consider the ironies, and overlooked epiphanies, of history.
Hinduism is a vastly complex phenomenon, a world religion with a history of over three thousand years. It has produced
men and women who have made outstanding contributions across the range of civilised human behaviour, and played a
crucial part in the rise of two other great religions - Buddhism and Sikhism. Julius Lipner was born and raised in India and
is able to draw on his own experience of Hindu beliefs and practices to explain what it means to be Hindu in a changing
world. Hindus examines the religion as a plural phenomenon - that is, as a family of religions rather than a monolithic
entity. The approach is thematic, and the author considers various topicssuch as the status of women - in more than one
place and from more than one angle. He also tells and sometimes analyses Hindu stories, stressing the narrative quality
of Hindu religion and giving us an insight into the nature of the Hindu phenomenon itself. Hindus will be valuable on more
than one level: as a source of instruction, as a basis for discussion, seminars and further study, even as a challenge for
further research. It provides a new perspective on what it means to live as a Hindu and enables readers to appreciate this
great and marvellous religious phenomenon, its extraordinary richness, and the way it encompasses the diversity of
human experience.
Hinduism in Practice offers a unique understanding of the living tradition. Drawing on eye witness reports of Hinduism on
the ground, the book provides a reflective context within which practices can be understood and appreciated.
Showing how spiritual care is practiced in a variety of different contexts such as healthcare, detention and higher
education, as well as settings that may not have formal chaplaincy arrangements, this book offers an original and unique
resource for Hindu chaplains to understand and practice spiritual care in a way that is authentic to their own tradition and
that meets the needs of Hindus. It offers a Hindu perspective for all chaplains to inform their caregiving to Hindus. The
book explores the theological and metaphysical roots of Hindu chaplaincy and puts forward the case for Hindu chaplaincy
as a valuable spiritual practice. It covers the issues that arise in specific locations, such as college, healthcare, prison,
military and the corporate sector. Chapters also examine Hindu pastoral care offered in other, 'non-chaplaincy' settings,
such as LGBT centres, social justice work and environmental activism. Made up of some 30 essays by chaplains,
scholars and other important voices in the field, Hindu Approaches to Spiritual Care provides spiritual caregivers with a
comprehensive theoretical and practical approach to the relationship of Hinduism and chaplaincy.
Do you want to learn about Hinduism without getting confused? If you are considering reading up on Hinduism or even
planning on converting to Hinduism then this book is for you. This book has everything you want to learn about the Hindu
religion! Hinduism is a fascinating religion to learn about. Even if you are not Hindu and have no interest in being a Hindu,
you can still take it upon yourself to learn about the faith and understand why it is important to so many people around
the world. Perhaps you will find that you share many of the beliefs that come out of the religion, or perhaps you won't. But
at least you will have a new outlook on Hinduism by advancing your knowledge in its teachings and the way it guides so
many people's lives in this world. To have that kind of knowledge can be a very powerful thing. This book will help you
gain that knowledge by exploring the most important aspects of Hinduism and the main goals Hindus have in their lives.
You will find out much more when you read this fact filled book about the Hindu religion. After you are done reading, you
will walk away with a better understanding about a religion that most of the Western hemisphere knows little about. What
you will learn from this book: * Introduction to Hinduism * Important Beliefs in Hinduism * Important Hindu Customs and
Rituals * Introduction to Gods and Goddesses in Hinduism * Bhagavad Gita * Hindu Festivals * Hinduism and Buddhism Differences and Similarities * Conversion to Hinduism * What to do in a Hindu Temple * Pilgrimage to Varanasi * Hindu
Mantras
Hinduism is currently followed by one-fifth of humankind. Far from a monolithic theistic tradition, the religion comprises
thousands of gods, a complex caste system, and hundreds of languages and dialects. Such internal plurality inspires
vastly ranging rites and practices amongst Hinduism's hundreds of millions of adherents. It is therefore not surprising that
scholars have been hesitant to define universal Hindu beliefs and practices. In this book, Axel Michaels breaks this trend.
He examines the traditions, beliefs, and rituals Hindus hold in common through the lens of what he deems its
"identificatory habitus," a cohesive force that binds Hindu religions together and fortifies them against foreign influences.
Thus, in his analysis, Michaels not only locates Hinduism's profoundly differentiating qualities, but also provides the
framework for an analysis of its social and religious coherence. Michaels blends his insightful arguments and probing
questions with introductions to major historical epochs, ample textual sources as well as detailed analyses of major lifecycle rituals, the caste system, forms of spiritualism, devotionalism, ritualism, and heroism. Along the way he points out
that Hinduism has endured and repeatedly resisted the missionary zeal and universalist claims of Christians, Muslims,
and Buddhists. He also contrasts traditional Hinduism with the religions of the West, "where the self is preferred to the
not-self, and where freedom in the world is more important than liberation from the world." Engaging and accessible, this
book will appeal to laypersons and scholars alike as the most comprehensive introduction to Hinduism yet published. Not
only is Hinduism refreshingly new in its methodological approach, but it also presents a broad range of meticulous
scholarship in a clear, readable style, integrating Indology, religious studies, philosophy, anthropological theory and
fieldwork, and sweeping analyses of Hindu texts.
This examination of Hinduism in the context of modernity will be of interest to all students of Hinduism, as well as to those
interested in the sociology and history of religion. Shows Hinduism to be a highly dynamic world-view which challenges
western notions of modernity. Considers a broad range of topics including women, the caste system, the self, divinities
and gurus. Contains up-to-date discussions of modern Hindu culture and beliefs.
One of the world's most ancient religious traditions, Hinduism is the dominant faith of India and through its growing
expatriate community, an increasingly familiar spiritual force in the West. This book provides a succinct, authoritative and
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accessible introduction to one of the world's great religious and cultural traditions.
This book explores past expressions of the Jewish interest in Hinduism in order to learn what Hinduism has meant to
Jews living mainly in the 12th through the 19th centuries. India and Hinduism, though never at the center of Jewish
thought, claim a place in its history, in the picture Jews held of the wider world, of other religions and other human
beings. Each chapter focuses on a specific author or text and examines the literary context as well as the cultural
context, within and outside Jewish society, that provided images and ideas about India and its religions. Overall the
volume constructs a history of ideas that changed over time with different writers in different settings. It will be especially
relevant to scholars interested in Jewish thought, comparative religion, interreligious dialogue, and intellectual history.
Why are there so many gods and goddesses in Hinduism? Why worship an idol? Is going to temple mandatory in the faith? What impact does
the caste system have on Hindu society? Why do some rituals make perfect sense while others are so vague? What are the secular and
diverse characters in Hinduism? What physics principles constitute the sound of Om? What is karma and its role in our day to day lives?
These and more subjects are eloquently dealt with in the book. Written in a concise and clear manner this book is an easy reading of all
aspects of Hinduism for every level of reader. Also, it is for those whose knowledge of the faith is limited to its rituals, customs and traditions.
In the modern society belonging to a faith and its acceptance must be based on reasoning. Hindu thoughts and philosophies in the book are
explained with logics. It emphasizes that Hinduism is not just a way of life, it is also a multi-disciplinary academy. The book recognizes
Hinduism's liberal fundamentals as well as its history, rituals, mantras, moksha and metaphysics, meditation, yoga and music, scriptures and
sciences, the controversial laws of Manu, Amdekar's reforms and more. The book makes quite a sensible reading for rational and
contemporary mind.
Religion is the opium of the people, said Karl Marx many centuries ago. For more than a billion people living in India and abroad, Hinduism is
the religion and a way of life. In this multi-award winning book, Swami Achuthananda cracks open the opium poppy pods, analyzes the
causes for euphoria, and comes away with a deeper understanding of the people and their religion. *** Winner 2014 Next Generation Indie
Book Awards (Religious Non-fiction) *** This is a comprehensive book on Hinduism. It tells you why Hindus do the things they do - and don't.
Written in a casual style, the book guides you through the fundamentals of the religion. It then goes further and debunks a number of longstanding myths, some of them coming from the academia (of all places). While most books shy away from contentious issues, this book
plunges headlong by taking on controversies, like the Aryan Invasion Theory, idol worship, RISA scholarship and many more. In fact one-third
of the book is just on controversies that you rarely find in any other literature. Other Awards: *** Finalist - 2014 Pacific Book Awards (Religion)
*** *** Bronze - 2014 IPPY Award - (Religion) ***
This highly illlustrated textbook builds on the strengths of the current edition and, through the comprehensive text, tasks, review activities and
exam-style questions, students will develop a thorough understanding of the issues surrounding this topic.
Offers Insights Into The Ongoing Debate On Hinduism And Its Relationship To Human Rights. Forges A Link Between Human Rights
Discourses And The Normative Moral Discourse With In Hinduism To Establish A Conceptual Approach To The Issue In A Given Cultural
Ethics. Examines The Place Of Human Rights In Hinduism From An Indisciplinary Perspective.
Hinduism: A Contemporary Philosophical Investigation explores Hinduism and the distinction between the secular and religious on a global
scale. According to Ranganathan, a careful philosophical study of Hinduism reveals it as the microcosm of philosophical disagreements with
Indian resources, across a variety of topics, including: ethics, logic, the philosophy of thought, epistemology, moral standing, metaphysics,
and politics. This analysis offers an original and fresh diagnosis of studying Hinduism, colonialism, and a global rise of hyper-nationalism, as
well as the frequent acrimony between scholars and practitioners of Hindu traditions. This text is appropriate for use in undergraduate and
graduate courses on Hinduism, and Indian philosophy, and can be used as an advanced introduction to the problems of philosophy with
South Asian resources.
The book is journey through 5000 years of evolution of Hinduism, and is outcome of seven years of study to understand the roots of
Hinduism. Tracing the genesis of Hinduism to pre-Indus Valley period, the book explains Hindu, Hinduism and Sanatana Dharma, before it
takes one through Hinduism’s oldest scriptures - the four Vedas, the four components of each Veda, and what they contain. How all original
translations of Vedic texts were done by Western Sanskrit scholars, and why their works have left scope for doubt about the fidelity of
translations. The yajnas (yagya) like Ashvamedha, Rajsooya, Vajpeya, etc., about which we only hear on TV serials and talk shows, have
been demystified. The reader will be taken aback reading the sheer size and scale of Soma yajna, described step by step, in great detail.
Hinduism’s journey to the Age of Reason, the Upanishads, its encounter with Buddhism, and its transformation into idol worshipping society
with many gods and a multitude of stories about its millions of gods is lucidly explained. Puranas, what they contain and what was the reason
they were created, has been described and explained next. Hinduism's journey to its modern form - idol worship, the modern puja, detailed
description of puja and Sanskaras like Vivaha, their detailed description, the meaning of each action and how they are conducted, the gift to
the priest, types of idols, their consecration, all are explained to help a reader understand the why and the how of what we do as a Hindu. The
book concludes with a discussion of - Do mantras have power? & Do rituals have meaning?
HinduismHodder Education
Wilfred Cantwell Smith, maintained in this vastly important work that Westerners have misperceived religious life by making "religion" into one
thing. He shows the inadequacy of "religion" to capture the living, endlessly variable ways and traditions in which religious faith presents itself
in the world.

This study on Meditation as a Path to God-realization is a modest attempt to under stand the idea-forces behind Hindu meditation
as interpreted by Swami Prabbavananda. A study in his spiritual teachings will surely reveal the precious contents of Hindu
meditation. An Indian Christian experience cannot disregard the salient features of Hindu meditation. The relative lack of study on
Hindu-Christian meditation is an indication of the need for a new approach to Indian Christian thought. Within the Indian Church
there is now a growing concern for dialogue with Hinduism. The consensus that there can be no fruitful dialogue based on
doctrines alone is also growing. A dialogue with Hinduism demands a clear notion of its cardinal point of spirituality, namely
meditation. It is with this hope that the present study is undertaken.
This concise book captures the essence of Hinduism and unravels the complexities of this five-thousand-year-old major world faith
that evolved out of the collective wisdom and inspiration of great seers and sages. Hinduism, which does not proselytize but
advocates unity and respect for all religions, is an unusually diverse faith and quite difficult to fully grasp. This book offers an
overview of the Hindu beliefs, the teachings, the deities, the colorful rituals, the pilgrimages, the multiple scriptures, and the
various Yogas on the paths to enlightenment. Pandey explores how the faith synthesized a wide spectrum of spiritual realizations,
philosophical discourses, local beliefs, and customs of the time, with the timeless wisdom and the metaphysical views of the
ancient sages. This engaging and thought-provoking book also examines the compatibility of Hindu visions of reality with modern
scientific advancements. It offers an illuminating insight into the use of symbols and Hindus' ease with divergent spiritual outlooks
and religious traditions. Pandey also explores the common thread that connects Hinduism with Buddhism and Christianity.
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Designed to help readers deepen their understanding of Hinduism, and reflecting themes central to the study of religion and
culture, Jessica Frazier explores classical Hindu theories of self, the body, the cosmos, and human action. Case studies from
Hindu texts provide readers with direct access to primary sources in translation, ranging from ancient cosmology to philosophical
teachings and modern ritual practices. Hinduism is often depicted as being so diverse that it is the most difficult of all of the world
religions to understand or explain. Hindu Worldviews explains core ideas about the human mind and body, showing how they fit
into concepts of the Self, and practices of embodiment in Hinduism. It draws on western theoretical concepts as a point of entry,
connecting contemporary Hindu culture directly with both western and classical Hindu theories. Through the theme of the Self in
classical Hindu sources, the chapters provide an interpretative framework for understanding classical approaches to ethics,
liberation, and views of the body and the mind. These provide a key to the rationale behind many forms of modern practice such
as divinisation rituals, worship of deities, and theological reflection. Reflecting central themes in courses on Hinduism and Indian
Philosophy, Hindu Worldviews provides an accessible new perspective on both Hinduism and modern theory in the study of
religion.
Introducing Hinduism, 2nd Edition is the ideal sourcebook for those seeking a comprehensive overview of the Hindu tradition. This
second edition includes substantial treatments of Tantra, South India, and women, as well as expanded discussions of yoga,
Vedanta and contemporary configurations of Hinduism in the West. Its lively presentation features: case studies, photographs, and
scenarios that invite the reader into the lived world of Hinduism; introductory summaries, key points, discussion questions, and
recommended reading lists at the end of each chapter; narrative summaries of the great epics and other renowned Hindu myths
and lucid explanations of complex Indian philosophical teachings, including Sankhya and Kashmir Saivism; and a glossary,
timeline, and pronunciation guide for an enhanced learning experience. This volume is an invaluable resource for students in need
of an introduction to the key tenets and diverse practice of Hinduism, past and present.
A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org. The Emergence of Modern Hinduism
argues for the importance of regional, vernacular innovation in processes of Hindu modernization. Scholars usually trace the
emergence of modern Hinduism to cosmopolitan reform movements, producing accounts that overemphasize the centrality of elite
religion and the influence of Western ideas and models. In this study, the author considers religious change on the margins of
colonialism by looking at an important local figure, the Tamil Shaiva poet and mystic Ramalinga Swami (1823–1874). Weiss
narrates a history of Hindu modernization that demonstrates the transformative role of Hindu ideas, models, and institutions,
making this text essential for scholarly audiences of South Asian history, religious studies, Hindu studies, and South Asian studies.
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