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Having It So Good Britain In The Fifties
In 1956 the Suez Crisis finally shattered the old myths of the British Empire and paved
the way for the tumultuous changes of the decades to come. In NEVER HAD IT SO
GOOD, Dominic Sandbrook takes a fresh look at the dramatic story of affluence and
decline between 1956 and 1963. Arguing that historians have until now been besotted
by the supposed cultural revolution of the Sixties, Sandbrook re-examines the myths of
this controversial period and paints a more complicated picture of a society caught
between conservatism and change. He explores the growth of a modern consumer
society, the impact of immigration, the invention of modern pop music and the British
retreat from empire. He tells the story of the colourful characters of the period, like
Harold Macmillan, Kingsley Amis and Paul McCartney, and brings to life the experience
of the first post-imperial generation, from the Notting Hill riots to the first Beatles hits,
from the Profumo scandal to the cult of James Bond. In this strikingly impressive debut,
he combines academic verve and insight with colourful, dramatic writing to produce a
classic, ground-breaking work that will change forever how we think about the Sixties.
A groundbreaking new account of the Battle of Britain from acclaimed historian James
Holland The Battle of Britain paints a stirring picture of an extraordinary summer when
the fate of the world hung by a thread. Historian James Holland has now written the
definitive account of those months based on extensive new research from around the
world including thousands of new interviews with people on both sides of the battle. If
Britain's defenses collapsed, Hitler would have dominated all of Europe. With France
facing defeat and British forces pressed back to the Channel, there were few who
believed Britain could survive; but, thanks to a sophisticated defensive system and the
combined efforts of the Royal Air Force, the Royal Navy and the defiance of a new
Prime Minister, Britain refused to give in. From clashes between coastal convoys and
Schnellboote in the Channel to astonishing last stands in Flanders, slaughter by Uboats in an icy Atlantic and dramatic aerial battles over England, The Battle of Britain
tells this epic World War II story in a fresh and compelling voice.
Bleak Expectations -- The Rising Threat -- A Certain Eventuality -- Dread -- Blood and
Dust -- The Americans -- Love Amid the Flames -- One Year to the Day -- Epilogue.
This is a short history of the political life of this island over a very long period, showing
how history can speak clearly to current political debates.
"A new history of the British appeasement of the Third Reich on the eve of World War
II"-This book is about restoring national pride and positive politics. It shows that although
unity and division are natural parts of British political debate, some of this division is
caused by a need for political reform. Political institutions have struggled not just to
manage themselves, but also to cope with scandals in the private, public and third
sectors. Since the financial crisis of 2008, leadership across all sectors has been
challenged by the banks and charities from Oxfam to Volkswagen and the Catholic
Church to the movie industry. This has had a corrosive effect on public confidence in
national and international government, and also in leadership itself. At the same time,
social media and other events are creating greater individualism, at a time when we
should be bringing people together. This inspirational book showcases people and
organisations that are achieving great things in our communities and globally, and
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suggests a new approach by focusing on the unity of national, local and sector
missions. It will help illuminate the service to our country and our communities and
serve to break down barriers between sectors.
Neil collects bricks, Kevin is a roundabout enthusiast, John runs the Apostrophe
Protection Society and Keith’s actual job is watching paint dry. They are members of
the Dull Men’s Club and are passionate about the everyday, unglamorous things in life.
They are dull and proud and urge the good ordinary men of the nation to join them now.
Whether you have a thing for pylons or rhubarb, reclaim and celebrate the ordinary.
Includes Free Honorary Membership. Predictable * Reliable * Safe
In The Making of Modern Britain, Andrew Marr paints a fascinating portrait of life in
Britain during the first half of the twentieth century as the country recovered from the
grand wreckage of the British Empire. Between the death of Queen Victoria and the
end of the Second World War, the nation was shaken by war and peace. The two wars
were the worst we had ever known and the episodes of peace among the most
turbulent and surprising. As the political forum moved from Edwardian smoking rooms
to an increasingly democratic Westminster, the people of Britain experimented with
extreme ideas as they struggled to answer the question ‘How should we live?’
Socialism? Fascism? Feminism? Meanwhile, fads such as eugenics, vegetarianism and
nudism were gripping the nation, while the popularity of the music hall soared. It was
also a time that witnessed the birth of the media as we know it today and the
beginnings of the welfare state. Beyond trenches, flappers and Spitfires, this is a story
of strange cults and economic madness, of revolutionaries and heroic inventors, sexual
experiments and raucous stage heroines. From organic food to drugs, nightclubs and
celebrities to package holidays, crooked bankers to sleazy politicians, the echoes of
today's Britain ring from almost every page.

Who were the first Britons, and what sort of world did they occupy? In A History
of Ancient Britain, much-loved historian Neil Oliver turns a spotlight on the very
beginnings of the story of Britain; on the first people to occupy these islands and
their battle for survival. There has been human habitation in Britain, regularly
interrupted by Ice Ages, for the best part of a million years. The last retreat of the
glaciers 12,000 years ago brought a new and warmer age and with it, one of the
greatest tsunamis recorded on Earth which struck the north-east of Britain,
devastating the population and flooding the low-lying plains of what is now the
North Sea. The resulting island became, in time, home to a diverse range of
cultures and peoples who have left behind them some of the most extraordinary
and enigmatic monuments in the world. Through what is revealed by the artefacts
of the past, Neil Oliver weaves the epic story - half a million years of human
history up to the departure of the Roman Empire in the Fifth Century AD. It was a
period which accounts for more than ninety-nine per cent of humankind's
presence on these islands. It is the real story of Britain and of her people.
Britain is at a cross-roads; from the economy, to the education system, to social
mobility, Britain must learn the rules of the 21st century, or face a slide into
mediocrity. Brittania Unchained travels around the world, exploring the nations
that are triumphing in this new age, seeking lessons Britain must implement to
carve out a bright future.
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THE CLASSIC HISTORY OF BRITAIN, FULLY UPDATED Roy Strong has
written an exemplary introduction to the history of Britain, as first designated by
the Romans. It is a brilliant and balanced account of successive ages bound
together by a compelling narrative which answers the questions: 'Where do we
come from?' and 'Where are we going?' Beginning with the earliest recorded
Celtic times, and ending with the present day of Brexit Britain, it is a remarkable
achievement. With his passion, enthusiasm and wide-ranging knowledge, he is
the ideal narrator. His book should be read by anyone, anywhere, who cares
about Britain's national past, national identity and national prospects.
James Hamilton-Paterson turns his literary and analytical skills to the wider
picture of Britain's lost industrial and technological civilisation.
The first volume of Hennessy's postwar history of Britain concerns an age
dominated by the shadow of war. With the beginnings of the Cold War, the
foundations of the new Europe and the granting of independence of former
colonies, Britain was forced to negotiate a new place in the world. It was also a
time of rationing and of rebuilding, marked by the founding of the NHS and the
welfare state. This comprehensive history embraces both high politics and
everyday experience. It recreates the mood of the time and tells us where people
lived, how they worked and what they wore.
An optimistic exploration of how, through radical economic reform, the United
Kingdom can prosper and flourish in the new global economy Taking a
refreshingly realistic approach, Alex Brummer outlines how our current moment
can be reshaped into an unprecedented opportunity for economic prosperity.
With a new long-term approach, Britain can capitalize on the ever-changing
global market, its brilliant research universities, and new technological
developments. Drawing on firsthand interviews with the leading minds in
business and his own expertise as a seasoned economic journalist, Brummer
creates an inspiring investigation into how careful planning and innovative reform
can lead to a flourishing economy after Brexit.
As mentioned in The Times Travel Book Club 2020 Award winning writer Paul
Theroux embarks on a journey that, though closer to home than most of his
expeditions, uncovers some surprising truths about Britain and the British people
in the '80s in The Kingdom by the Sea: A Journey Around the Coast of Great
Britain. Paul Theroux's round-Britain travelogue is funny, perceptive and 'best
avoided by patriots with high blood pressure...' After eleven years living as an
American in London, Paul Theroux set out to travel clockwise round the coast
and find out what Britain and the British are really like. It was 1982, the summer
of the Falklands War, the ideal time, he found, to surprise the British into talking
about themselves. The result makes superbly vivid and engaging reading. 'A
sharp and funny descriptive writer. One of his golden talents, perhaps because
he is American and therefore classless in British eyes, is the ability to chat up
and get on with all sorts and conditions of British. . . Theroux is a good
companion' The Times 'Filled with history, insights, landscape, epiphanies,
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meditations, celebrations and laments' The New York Times 'Few of us have
seen the entirety of the coast and I for one am grateful to Mr Theroux for making
my journey unnecessary. He describes it all brilliantly and honestly' Anthony
Burgess, Observer American travel writer Paul Theroux is known for the rich
descriptions of people and places that is often streaked with his distinctive sense
of irony; his other non-fiction titles, Riding the Iron Rooster, The Happy Isles of
Oceania, Sunrise with Seamonsters, The Tao of Travel, Ghost Train to the
Eastern Star, The Old Patagonian Express, The Great Railway Bazaar, Dark Star
Safari, Fresh-air Fiend, Sir Vidia's Shadow, The Pillars of Hercules, and his
novels and collections of short stories, including the James Tait Black Memorial
Prize winner The Mosquito Coast are available from Penguin.
"A cornucopia of our weirdest and most wonderful archaeological sites and
artefacts. They make you feel proud to be a citizen of these gloriously intriguing
isles." Sir Tony Robinson An Ice Age cannibal’s skull cup, a hoard of AngloSaxon gold, a seventeenth century witch bottle… anthropologist Mary-Ann Ochota
unearths more than 70 of Britain's most intriguing ancient places and artefacts
and explores the mysteries behind them. Britain is full of ancient wonders: not
grand like the Egyptian pyramids, but small, strange places and objects that hint
at a deep and enduring relationship with the mystic. Secret Britain offers an
expertly guided tour of Britain’s most fascinating mysteries: archaeological sites
and artefacts that take us deep into the lives of the many different peoples who
have inhabited the island over the millennia. Illustrated with beautiful
photographs, the wonders include buried treasure, stone circles and geoglyphs,
outdoor places of worship, caves filled with medieval carvings, and enigmatic
tools to divine the future. Explore famous sites such as Stonehenge and
Glastonbury, but also discover: The Lindow Man bog body, showing neatly
trimmed hair and manicured fingernails despite having been killed 2,000 years
ago The Uffington White Horse, a horse-shaped geoglyph maintained by an
unbroken chain of people for 3,000 years A roman baby’s bronze cockerel, an
underworld companion for a two-year-old who died sometime between AD
100–200 St Leonard’s Ossuary, home to 1,200 skulls and a vast stack of human
bones made up of around 2,000 people who died from the 1200s to the 1500s
The Wenhaston Doom painting, an extraordinary medieval depiction of the Last
Judgement painted on a chancel arch Explore Britain’s secret history and
discover why these places still resonate today.
This is the first volume of a history of Britain from 1945 to the turn of the 20th and
21st centuries. This book covers the years from 1945 to 1951 - an age dominated
by the shadow of war - and creates a complete picture of life in Britain,
embracing both high politics and everyday experience.
From the bestselling author of A History of the World in 21 Women They were
famous queens, unrecognised visionaries, great artists and trailblazing
politicians. They all pushed back boundaries and revolutionised our world. Jenni
Murray presents the history of Britain as you’ve never seen it before, through the
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lives of twenty-one women who refused to succumb to the established laws of
society, whose lives embodied hope and change, and who still have the power to
inspire us today.
A magisterial and profoundly perceptive survey of Britain's post-war role on the
global stage, from Suez to Brexit. 'Admirably lucid and measured, as well as
studded with sharp pen portraits of the key players, Britain Alone gives us the
fullest long-run political and diplomatic narrative yet of Britain's fateful, tragi-comic
road to Brexit.' DAVID KYNASTON 'Philip Stephens has produced that rare thing
- an instant classic. Britain Alone is the codebook we need to unravel the six and
a half decades between Suez and Brexit, and Stephens is a master of historical
codebreaking.' PETER HENNESSY How might we celebrate Britain's undoubted
strengths while accepting that we have slipped from the top table? How can we
act as a great nation while no longer pretending to be a great power? How might
we be European and global? In 1962 the American statesman Dean Acheson
famously charged that Britain had lost an empire and failed to find a new role.
Nearly sixty years later the rebuke rings true again. Britain's postwar search for
its place in the world has vexed prime ministers and government since the
nation's great victory in 1945: the cost of winning the war was giving up the
empire. After the humiliation of Anthony Eden's Suez expedition, Britain seemed
for a time to have found an answer. Clinging to its self-image as a great island
nation, it would serve as America's best friend while acknowledging its geography
by signing up to membership of the European Union. Never a comfortable
balancing act, for forty years it appeared to work. In 2016 David Cameron called
the Brexit referendum and blew it up. Award-winning journalist Philip Stephens
paints a fascinating portrait of a nation struggling to reconcile its waning power
with past glory. Drawing on decades of personal contact and interviews with
senior politicians and diplomats in Britain, the United States and across the
capitals of Europe, Britain Alone is a vivid account of a proud nation struggling to
admit it is no longer a great power. It is an indispensable guide to how we arrived
at the state we are in. 'Compelling, informative and readable . . . offers muchneeded substance.' FINANCIAL TIMES 'Fascinating.' IRISH TIMES
'Commanding.' SCOTSMAN 'A magnificent, exhilarating book, laying bare the
contradictions, misunderstandings and delusions that led Britain first to build a
bridge across the Channel and then bulldoze it . . . The book is much more than
Brexit.' PROSPECT
"Cabinets and the Bomb publishes declassified Cabinet and Cabinet Committee
papers that reveal the private debates between prime ministers, senior ministers,
civil servants, scientists and intelligence analysts as they made decisions about
Britain's nuclear weapons"--Back cover.
Which fifty people made Britain the wreck she is? From ludicrous propagandist
Alastair Campbell to the Luftwaffe's allies, the modernist architects, it's time to
name the guilty. Quentin Letts sharpens his nib and stabs them where they
deserve it, from TV gardener Alan Titchmarsh, the dumbed-down buffoon who
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put the 'h' in Aspidistra, to the perpetrators of the 'Credit Crunch'. Margaret
Thatcher ruptured our national unity. The creators of EastEnders trashed our
brand over high tea. Thus, he argues, are the people who made our country the
ugly, scheming, cheating, beer-ridden bum of the Western world. Here are the
fools and knaves and vulgarians who ripped down our British glories and
imposed the tawdry and the trite. In a half century we have gone from end-ofEmpire to descent-into-Hell.
'Absorbing . . . an intelligent and clear-eyed account of much that goes on in our
country' Sunday Times Getting to grips with Great Britain is harder than ever. We
are a nation that chose Brexit, rejects immigration but is dependent on it, is
getting older but less healthy, is more demanding of public services but less
willing to pay for them, is tired of intervention abroad but wants to remain a global
authority. We have an over-stretched, free health service (an idea from the 1940s
that may not survive the 2020s), overcrowded prisons, a military without an
evident purpose, an education system the envy of none of the Western world.
How did we get here and where are we going? How Britain Really Works is a
guide to Britain and its institutions (the economy, the military, schools, hospitals,
the media, and more), which explains just how we got to wherever it is we are. It
will not tell you what opinions to have, but will give you the information to help
you reach your own. By the end, you will know how Britain works - or doesn't.
'Stig Abell is an urbane, and often jaunty guide to modern Britain, in the mould of
Bill Bryson' Irish Times
Having it So GoodBritain in the FiftiesPenguin UK
Before New York Times bestselling author Bill Bryson wrote The Road to Little
Dribbling, he took this delightfully irreverent jaunt around the unparalleled floating
nation of Great Britain, which has produced zebra crossings, Shakespeare,
Twiggie Winkie’s Farm, and places with names like Farleigh Wallop and Titsey.
BE THE FIRST TO GET JAMES FELTON'S NEW BOOK "SUNBURN" BY PREORDERING NOW 'Scurrilous, scandalous and frequently disgusting. I absolutely
loved it' James O'Brien Twitter hero James Felton brings you the painfully funny
history of Britain you were never taught at school, fully illustrated and chronicling
52 of the most ludicrous, weird and downright 'baddie' things we Brits* have done
to the world since time immemorial - before conveniently forgetting all about
them, of course. Including: - Starting wars with China when they didn't buy
enough of our class A drugs - Inventing a law so we didn't have to return objects
we'd blatantly stolen from other countries - Casually creating muzzles for women
- And almost going to war over a crime committed by a pig 52 TIMES BRITAIN
WAS A BELLEND will complete your knowledge of this sceptred isle in ways you
never expected. So if you've ever wondered how we put the 'Great' in 'Great
Britain', wonder no more . . . *And when we say British, for the most part we
unfortunately just mean the English.
Finally revealing the family’s indefatigable women among its legendary military
figures, The Howe Dynasty recasts the British side of the American Revolution. In
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December 1774, Benjamin Franklin met Caroline Howe, the sister of British
General Sir William Howe and Richard Admiral Lord Howe, in a London drawing
room for “half a dozen Games of Chess.” But as historian Julie Flavell reveals,
these meetings were about much more than board games: they were cover for a
last-ditch attempt to forestall the outbreak of the American War of Independence.
Aware that the distinguished Howe family, both the men and the women, have
been known solely for the military exploits of the brothers, Flavell investigated the
letters of Caroline Howe, which have been blatantly overlooked since the
nineteenth century. Using revelatory documents and this correspondence, The
Howe Dynasty provides a groundbreaking reinterpretation of one of England’s
most famous military families across four wars. Contemporaries considered the
Howes impenetrable and intensely private—or, as Horace Walpole called them,
“brave and silent.” Flavell traces their roots to modest beginnings at Langar Hall
in rural Nottinghamshire and highlights the Georgian phenomenon of the
politically involved aristocratic woman. In fact, the early careers of the
brothers—George, Richard, and William—can be credited not to the maneuverings
of their father, Scrope Lord Howe, but to those of their aunt, the savvy Mary
Herbert Countess Pembroke. When eldest sister Caroline came of age during the
reign of King George III, she too used her intimacy with the royal inner circle to
promote her brothers, moving smoothly between a straitlaced court and an
increasingly scandalous London high life. With genuine suspense, Flavell
skillfully recounts the most notable episodes of the brothers’ military campaigns:
how Richard, commanding the HMS Dunkirk in 1755, fired the first shot signaling
the beginning of the Seven Years’ War at sea; how George won the devotion of
the American fighters he commanded at Fort Ticonderoga just three years later;
and how youngest brother General William Howe, his sympathies torn,
nonetheless commanded his troops to a bitter Pyrrhic victory in the Battle of
Bunker Hill, only to be vilified for his failure as British commander-in-chief to
subdue Washington’s Continental Army. Britain’s desperate battles to guard its
most vaunted colonial possession are here told in tandem with London parlorroom intrigues, where Caroline bravely fought to protect the Howe reputation in a
gossipy aristocratic milieu. A riveting narrative and long overdue reassessment of
the entire family, The Howe Dynasty forces us to reimagine the Revolutionary
War in ways that would have been previously inconceivable.
Winner of the Orwell Prize for Political Writing, Peter Hennessy's Having it So
Good: Britain in the Fifties captures Britain in an extraordinary decade, emerging
from the shadow of war into growing affluence. The 1950s was the decade in
which Roger Bannister ran the four-minute mile, Bill Haley released 'Rock Around
the Clock', rationing ended and Britain embarked on the traumatic, disastrous
Suez War. In this highly enjoyable, original book, Peter Hennessy takes his
readers into front rooms, classrooms, cabinet rooms and the new high-street
coffee bars of Britain to recapture, as no previous history has, the feel, the flavour
and the politics of this extraordinary time of change. 'Utterly engaging ... a treat. It
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breathes exhilaration' Libby Purves, The Times 'If the Gods gossip, this is how it
would sound' Philip Ziegler, Spectator Books of the Year 'A particular treat ... fine,
wise and meticulously researched' Andrew Marr 'Stands clear of the field as our
best narrative history of this decisive decade' Peter Clarke, Sunday Times 'A
compelling narrative ... Hennessy's love of the flesh and blood of politics
breathes on every page' Tim Gardam, Observer 'The late Ben Pimlott once
described Hennessy as "something of a national institution". You can forget the
first two of those five words' Guardian
The State in the Colonial Periphery: A Study on Sikkim's Relation with Great
Britain, as the preliminary title of the book indicates; it uncovers the relation
between Sikkim and Great Britain, from the beginning of the relationship in the
early nineteenth century, till the end of the British Colonial rule in India. This book
expands upon the existing literature by uncovering the British influence in the
region and its impact in determining the politics of the region. This work connotes
Sikkim with the term - colonial periphery - which is neither a state under
colonialism, nor outside the zone of influence of colonialism and predominantly
acts according to the aspirations of the colonizer. After the end of British
paramountcy in India, a delegation headed by Crowned Prince, Thondup
Namgyal went to Delhi to discuss the matters relating to Sikkim with the British
Officials. But since, the paramountcy had already been lapsed, they urged
Sikkim's delegation to discuss the matter with independent India. Independent
India didn't define the status of Sikkim, eventually India signed a Standstill
Agreement (1948), to discuss the future and position of Sikkim in open. The
Treaty of 1950 confirmed the sovereignty of Sikkim and Sikkim became the
protectorate state of India, as it was of Britain. The international implication and
the demands for the larger democracy in Sikkim, led to the merger, a peripheral
state became the part of India. The contact with the British transformed the
traditional monastic state with cultural, political and religious affinities with Tibet,
into a modern state. Sikkim is still to some extent a virgin territory for the
researchers, much work remains to be done on the period of British influence in
the region; perhaps this is the first on the said theme. This work has made an
attempt towards contributing to the fulfilment of this need. This work attempts to
provide some answers to the question of British influence in shaping the politics
of the region and its impact on the state of Sikkim. Overall, this study makes the
conclusion that the regional, political, economic and strategic interests of British
colonialism played a key role in determining the political developments and
present political situation in Sikkim.
Think Michele Guinness meets Bill Bryson. Finding Myself In Britain is a witty,
insightful look at faith, identity and the quirks of British life by a stranger-turnedfriend. With a conversational style, this book explores rooting our faith in Christ to
weather any storm and flourish in the sunshine. It helps readers look at Britain
and its culture with fresh eyes while finding Jesus in the midst of it. "You don't
have to be an American to enjoy this book. Or British. Or a vicar's wife. You just
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have to be somebody who has found themselves in an unusual place, felt a bit
out of their depth, and wondered where God was in all of that. That's most of us, I
think." Bob Hartman.
Jeremy Paxman's magnificent history of the First World War tells the entire story
of the war in one gripping narrative from the point of view of the British people.
NOW A MAJOR BBC TELEVISION SERIES "He writes so well and
sympathetically, and chooses his detail so deftly, that if there is one new history
of the war that you might actually enjoy from the very large centennial selection
this is very likely it" The Times We may think we know about it, but what was life
really like for the British people during the First World War? The well-known
images - the pointing finger of Lord Kitchener; a Tommy buried in the mud of the
Western Front; the memorial poppies of remembrance day - all reinforce the idea
that it was a pointless waste of life. So why did the British fight it so willingly and
how did the country endure it for so long? Using a wealth of first-hand source
material, Jeremy Paxman brings vividly to life the day-to-day experience of the
British over the entire course of the war, from politicians, newspapermen,
campaigners and Generals, to Tommies, factory workers, nurses, wives and
children, capturing the whole mood and morale of the nation. It reveals that life
and identity in Britain were often dramatically different from our own, and show
how both were utterly transformed - not always for the worst - by the enormous
upheaval of the war. Rich with personalities, surprises and ironies, this lively
narrative history paints a picture of courage and confusion, doubts and dilemmas,
and is written with Jeremy Paxman's characteristic flair for storytelling, wry
humour and pithy observation. "A fine introduction to the part Britain played in the
first of the worst two wars in history. The writing is lively and the detail often
surprising and memorable" Guardian Jeremy Paxman is a renowned
broadcaster, award-winning journalist and the bestselling author of seven works
of non-fiction, including The English, The Political Animal and Empire.
Modernity Britain, 1957-1963, continues David Kynaston's groundbreaking series
Tales of a New Jerusalem, telling as never before the story of Britain from VE
Day in 1945 to the election of Margaret Thatcher in 1979.
Following Never Again and Having It So Good, the third part of Peter Hennessy's
celebrated Post-War Trilogy 'By far the best study of early Sixties Britain ... so
much fun, yet still shrewd and important' The Times, Books of the Year Harold
Macmillan famously said in 1960 that the wind of change was blowing over Africa
and the remaining British Empire. But it was blowing over Britain too - its society;
its relationship with Europe; its nuclear and defence policy. And where it was not
blowing hard enough - the United Kingdom's economy - great efforts were made
to sweep away the cobwebs of old industrial practices and poor labour relations.
Life was lived in the knowledge that it could end in a single afternoon of
thermonuclear exchange if the uneasy, armed peace of the Cold War tipped into
a Third World War. In Winds of Change we see Macmillan gradually working out
his 'grand design' - how to be part of both a tight transatlantic alliance and
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Europe, dealing with his fellow geostrategists Kennedy and de Gaulle. The centre
of the book is 1963 - the year of the Profumo Crisis, the Great Train Robbery, the
satire boom, de Gaulle's veto of Britain's first application to join the EEC, the fall
of Macmillan and the unexpected succession to the premiership of Alec DouglasHome. Then, in 1964, the battle of what Hennessy calls the tweedy aristocrat and
the tweedy meritocrat - Harold Wilson, who would end 13 years of Conservative
rule and usher in a new era. As in his acclaimed histories of British life in the two
previous decades, Never Again and Having it so Good, Peter Hennessy explains
the political, economic, cultural and social aspects of a nation with inimitable wit
and empathy. No historian knows the by-ways as well the highways of the
archives so well, and no one conveys the flavour of the period so engagingly.
The early sixties live again in these pages.
THE TOP 10 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER Shortlisted for the André Simon
Food and Drink Book Awards for 2019 'A beautifully textured tour around the
cheeseboard' Simon Garfield 'Full of flavour' Sunday Times 'A delightful and
informative romp' Bee Wilson, Guardian 'His encounters with modern-day
practitioners fizz with infectious delight' John Walsh, Sunday Times Every cheese
tells a story. Whether it's a fresh young goat's cheese or a big, beefy eighteenmonth-old Cheddar, each variety holds the history of the people who first made it,
from the builders of Stonehenge to medieval monks, from the Stilton-makers of
the eighteenth-century to the factory cheesemakers of the Second World War.
Cheesemonger Ned Palmer takes us on a delicious journey across Britain and
Ireland and through time to uncover the histories of beloved old favourites like
Cheddar and Wensleydale and fresh innovations like the Irish Cashel Blue or the
rambunctious Renegade Monk. Along the way we learn the craft and culture of
cheesemaking from the eccentric and engaging characters who have revived and
reinvented farmhouse and artisan traditions. And we get to know the major
cheese styles - the blues, washed rinds, semi-softs and, unique to the British
Isles, the territorials - and discover how best to enjoy them, on a cheeseboard
with a glass of Riesling, or as a Welsh rarebit alongside a pint of Pale Ale. This is
a cheesemonger's odyssey, a celebration of history, innovation and taste - and
the book all cheese and history lovers will want to devour this Christmas.
Discover the pivotal political, military, and cultural events that shaped British and
Irish history, from Stone Age Britain to the present day, in this revised and
updated ebook. Combining over 700 photographs, maps, and artworks with
accessible text, the History of Britain and Ireland is an invaluable resource for
families, students, and anyone seeking to learn more about the fascinating story
of the England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. Spanning six distinct periods of
British and Irish history, this ebook is the best way to find out how Britain
transformed with the Norman rule, fought two world wars in the 20th century, and
faced new economic challenges in the 21st century. DK's visual guide places key
figures - from Alfred the Great to Winston Churchill - and major events - from
Roman invasion to the Battle of Britain - in their wider context, making it easier
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than ever before to learn how they influenced Britain and Ireland's development
through the age of empire into the modern era.
A History of Modern Britain confronts head-on the victory of shopping over
politics. It tells the story of how the great political visions of New Jerusalem or a
second Elizabethan Age, rival idealisms, came to be defeated by a culture of
consumerism, celebrity and self-gratification. In each decade, political leaders
think they know what they are doing, but find themselves confounded. Every
time, the British people turn out to be stroppier and harder to herd than predicted.
Throughout, Britain is a country on the edge – first of invasion, then of
bankruptcy, then on the vulnerable front line of the Cold War and later in the
forefront of the great opening up of capital and migration now reshaping the
world. This history follows all the political and economic stories, but deals too with
comedy, cars, the war against homosexuals, Sixties anarchists, oil-men and
punks, Margaret Thatcher's wonderful good luck, political lies and the true heroes
of British theatre.
History records only one peaceful transition of hegemonic power: the passage
from British to American dominance of the international order. To explain why this
transition was nonviolent, Kori Schake explores nine points of crisis between
Britain and the U.S., from the Monroe Doctrine to the unequal “special
relationship” during World War II.
Having It So Good evokes Britain emerging from the shadow of war and the
privations of austerity and rationing into growing affluence. Peter Hennessy takes
his readers into the front-rooms where the Coronation was watched on television,
to the classrooms and now coffee bars of 1950s Britain and also into the secret
Cabinet rooms in which decisions about the British nuclear bomb were taken and
plans made for the catastrophe of nuclear war. He brings to life the ageing
Churchill, in his last faltering spell as Prime Minister, the highly-strung Anthony
Eden taking his country to war in the teeth of American opposition and world
opinion, and the rise of Supermac Harold Macmillan, gliding over problems
with his Edwardian insouciance. Above all, Having It So Good captures the smell
and the flavour of an extraordinary decade in which affluence and anxiety
combined to produce their own winds of change.
A richly detailed history of Britain at its imperial zenith, revealing the simmering
tensions and explosive rivalries beneath the opulent surface of the late Victorian
and Edwardian eras. The popular memory of Britain in the years before the Great
War is of a powerful, contented, orderly, and thriving country. Britain commanded
a vast empire: she bestrode international commerce. Her citizens were living
longer, profiting from civil liberties their grandparents only dreamed of and
enjoying an expanding range of comforts and pastimes. The mood of pride and
self-confidence can be seen in Edward Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance
marches, newsreels of George V’s coronation, and London’s great Edwardian
palaces. Yet beneath the surface things were very different In The Age of
Decadence, Simon Heffer exposes the contradictions of late-Victorian and
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Edwardian Britain. He explains how, despite the nation’s massive power, a
mismanaged war against the Boers in South Africa created profound doubts
about her imperial destiny. He shows how attempts to secure vital social reforms
prompted the twentieth century’s gravest constitutional crisis—and coincided with
the worst industrial unrest in British history. He describes how politicians who
conceded the vote to millions more men disregarded women so utterly that
female suffragists’ public protest bordered on terrorism. He depicts a ruling class
that fell prey to degeneracy and scandal. He analyses a national psyche that
embraced the motor-car, the sensationalist press, and the science fiction of H. G.
Wells, but also the nostalgia of A. E. Housman.
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