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Harvard Square: A NovelW. W. Norton & Company
“Reading How Literature Saved My Life is like getting to listen in on a really
great, smart, provocative conversation. The book is not straightforward, it resists
any single interpretation, and it seems to me to constitute nothing less than a
new form.” ––Whitney Otto In this wonderfully intelligent, stunningly honest,
painfully funny book, acclaimed writer David Shields uses himself as a
representative for all readers and writers who seek to find salvation in literature.
Blending confessional criticism and anthropological autobiography, Shields
explores the power of literature (from Blaise Pascal’s Pensées to Maggie
Nelson’s Bluets, Renata Adler’s Speedboat to Proust’s Remembrance of
Things Past) to make life survivable, maybe even endurable. Shields evokes his
deeply divided personality (his “ridiculous” ambivalence), his character flaws, his
woes, his serious despairs. Books are his life raft, but when they come to feel unlifelike and archaic, he revels in a new kind of art that is based heavily on
quotation and consciousness. And he shares with us a final irony: he wants
“literature to assuage human loneliness, but nothing can assuage human
loneliness. Literature doesn’t lie about this––which is what makes it essential.” A
captivating, thought-provoking, utterly original way of thinking about the essential
acts of reading and writing.
"A pure delight." -- #1 New York Times bestselling author Nicola Yoon For fans of
Eleanor & Park and Emergency Contact comes a sweeping romance about the
love that got away. Eugene and Tatiana could have fallen in love, if things had
gone differently. If they had tried to really know each other, if it had just been
them, and not the others. But that was years ago and time has found them far
apart, leading separate lives. Until they meet again in Paris. What really
happened back then? And now? Could they ever be together again after
everything?
The sultry, sensual novel of obsession and desire that inspired the Oscar-winning
film.
70 duotone photographs Light of New York How to capture the City That Never
Sleeps in chilling moments of serenity? Award winning photographer Jean-Michel
Berts does just that in this epic visual showpiece of to the world greatest city. At
dawn, the streets of New York resonate with a life of its own: muted, subdued,
and mysterious. That's precisely the moment in which Berts has elected to
capture it. The City's greatest landmarks and views are captured here like they
never have been before, framed by Berts's camera obscura. Buildings, bridges,
completely deserted streets, and even its trees and empty flights of stairs take on
a poetic, ethereal, almost dream-like quality. Much more than a hymn, this
photographic gem is a moving homage to the world' greatest city, seen as a
virtuoso sculptor's masterpiece. Each of the print is given ample breathing space
in a gift-volume whose opulent trim size befits the spectacular quality of the
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shots. 128 pages 70 duotone photographs hardcover/jacket
“A beautiful book… an instant classic of the genre.” —Dwight Garner, New York
Times • A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice MIT psychologist and
bestselling author of Reclaiming Conversation and Alone Together, Sherry
Turkle's intimate memoir of love and work For decades, Sherry Turkle has shown
how we remake ourselves in the mirror of our machines. Here, she illuminates
our present search for authentic connection in a time of uncharted challenges.
Turkle has spent a career composing an intimate ethnography of our digital
world; now, marked by insight, humility, and compassion, we have her own. In
this vivid and poignant narrative, Turkle ties together her coming-of-age and her
pathbreaking research on technology, empathy, and ethics. Growing up in
postwar Brooklyn,Turkle searched for clues to her identity in a house filled with
mysteries. She mastered the codes that governed her mother's secretive life. She
learned never to ask about her absent scientist father--and never to use his
name, her name. Before empathy became a way to find connection, it was her
strategy for survival. Turkle's intellect and curiosity brought her to worlds on the
threshold of change. She learned friendship at a Harvard-Radcliffe on the cusp of
coeducation during the antiwar movement, she mourned the loss of her mother in
Paris as students returned from the 1968 barricades, and she followed her
ambition while fighting for her place as a woman and a humanist at MIT. There,
Turkle found turbulent love and chronicled the wonders of the new computer
culture, even as she warned of its threat to our most essential human
connections. The Empathy Diaries captures all this in rich detail--and offers a
master class in finding meaning through a life's work.
Essays on memory by the author of Our of Egypt "We remember not because we
have something we wish to go back to, nor because memories are all we have.
We remember because memory is our most intimate, most familiar gesture. Most
people are convinced I love Alexandria. In truth, I love remembering Alexandria.
For it is not Alexandria that is beautiful. Remembering is beautiful." Celebrated as
one of the most poignant stylists of his generation, André Aciman has written a
witty, surprising series of linked essays that ponder the experience of loss,
moving from his forced departure from Alexandria as a teenager, through his
brief stay in Europe, and finally to the home he's made (and half invented) on
Manhattan's Upper West Side.
Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time
Published in 1975, Ragtime changed our very concept of what a novel could be.
An extraordinary tapestry, Ragtime captures the spirit of America in the era
between the turn of the century and the First World War. The story opens in 1906
in New Rochelle, New York, at the home of an affluent American family. One lazy
Sunday afternoon, the famous escape artist Harry Houdini swerves his car into a
telephone pole outside their house. And almost magically, the line between
fantasy and historical fact, between real and imaginary characters, disappears.
Henry Ford, Emma Goldman, J. P. Morgan, Evelyn Nesbit, Sigmund Freud, and
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Emiliano Zapata slip in and out of the tale, crossing paths with Doctorow's
imagined family and other fictional characters, including an immigrant peddler
and a ragtime musician from Harlem whose insistence on a point of justice drives
him to revolutionary violence.
Elio believes he has left behind his first love - but as an affair with an older man intensifies, his
thoughts turn to the past and to Oliver. Oliver, a college professor, husband and father, is
preparing to leave New York. The imminent trip stirs up longing and regret, awakening an old
desire and propelling him towards a decision that could change everything. In Call Me By Your
Name, we fell in love with Oliver and Elio. Find Me returns to these unforgettable characters,
exploring how love can ripple out from the past and into the future.
A literary thriller about a mysterious death and an ambitious young novelist, “full of delicious
prose” (Entertainment Weekly). Following the death of her husband—which may have been an
accident, a suicide, or perhaps even murder—Catherine Strayed is living a quiet life in a
secluded upstate New York college town. But now her former mentor and onetime lover has
arrived. A powerful literary critic who single-handedly destroyed her late husband’s promising
writing career, he has an exotic young female protégé in tow. Her name is Antonia Lively, and
her debut novel has made her a darling of the publishing world. Antonia likes to take real-life
crimes and mysteries and turn them into fodder for fiction, with little concern about the lives
she affects. Unbeknownst to Catherine, the rising star has targeted her for subject matter for
the next book—and the fallout could be deadly. This “fast-paced page-turner” (The Denver
Post) is filled with mystery and psychological suspense, and asks the provocative question:
What does stealing another’s life do to your soul? “A sleepy town, charming on the surface,
conceals a nest of vipers . . . Sharpened by plot swerves and an undercurrent of violence, this
intelligent psychological thriller exudes the aplomb associated with Patricia Highsmith.”
—Interview Magazine “It hooked me from the start.” —Gary Shteyngart, author of Super Sad
True Love Story
From the New York Times bestselling author of Hallelujah Anyway, Almost Everything, and
Bird by Bird, a powerful and redemptive novel of love and family Rosie Ferguson is seventeen
and ready to enjoy the summer before her senior year of high school. She's intelligent-she
aced AP physics; athletic-a former state-ranked tennis doubles champion; and beautiful. She
is, in short, everything her mother, Elizabeth, hoped she could be. The family's move to
Landsdale, with stepfather James in tow, hadn't been as bumpy as Elizabeth feared. But as the
school year draws to a close, there are disturbing signs that the life Rosie claims to be leading
is a sham, and that Elizabeth's hopes for her daughter to remain immune from the pull of the
darker impulses of drugs and alcohol are dashed. Slowly and against their will, Elizabeth and
James are forced to confront the fact that Rosie has been lying to them-and that her
deceptions will have profound consequences. This is Anne Lamott's most honest and
heartrending novel yet, exploring our human quest for connection and salvation as it reveals
the traps that can befall all of us.
A stunning tour of 50 of the world’s most extraordinary destinations selected from the World
Monuments Fund’s most important sites of global heritage. ?In commemoration of its 50th
anniversary, the World Monuments Fund has commissioned some of today’s most important
writers to give voice to the organization’s work around the world over the past 50 years.
Curated by the International Center of Photography, the book features striking images from
renowned photographers, including Edward Burtynsky, Tiina Itkonen, Erich Lessing, Gideon
Mendel, and Sebastião Salgado. In essence, this is a bucket list for the educated
traveler—armchair or otherwise. From Venice and Petra to New Orleans and Angkor, Easter
Island to the Tempel Synagogue in Kraków, Poland, to the Mughal Gardens of Agra, India, to
the Chancellerie d’Orléans in Paris, World Monuments presents 50 of the world’s most
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compelling destinations, cultural heritage sites, and significant architectural works that must be
seen and preserved.
The New York Times–bestselling author of Find Me and Call Me by Your Name returns to the
essay form with his collection of thoughts on time, the creative mind, and great lives and works
Irrealis moods are a category of verbal moods that indicate that certain events have not
happened, may never happen, or should or must or are indeed desired to happen, but for
which there is no indication that they will ever happen. Irrealis moods are also known as
counterfactual moods and include the conditional, the subjunctive, the optative, and the
imperative—all best expressed in this book as the might-be and the might-have-been. One of
the great prose stylists of his generation, André Aciman returns to the essay form in Homo
Irrealis to explore what time means to artists who cannot grasp life in the present. Irrealis
moods are not about the present or the past or the future; they are about what might have
been but never was but could in theory still happen. From meditations on subway poetry and
the temporal resonances of an empty Italian street to considerations of the lives and work of
Sigmund Freud, C. P. Cavafy, W. G. Sebald, John Sloan, Éric Rohmer, Marcel Proust, and
Fernando Pessoa and portraits of cities such as Alexandria and St. Petersburg, Homo Irrealis
is a deep reflection on the imagination’s power to forge a zone outside of time’s intractable
hold.
A breathtaking, suspenseful story of one man’s obsessive search to find the truth of another
man’s downfall, from the author of The King Is Always Above the People, which was longlisted
for the 2017 National Book Award for Fiction. Nelson’s life is not turning out the way he hoped.
His girlfriend is sleeping with another man, his brother has left their South American country,
leaving Nelson to care for their widowed mother, and his acting career can’t seem to get off
the ground. That is, until he lands a starring role in a touring revival of The Idiot President, a
legendary play by Nelson’s hero, Henry Nunez, leader of the storied guerrilla theater troupe
Diciembre. And that’s when the real trouble begins. The tour takes Nelson out of the shelter of
the city and across a landscape he’s never seen, which still bears the scars of the civil war.
With each performance, Nelson grows closer to his fellow actors, becoming hopelessly
entangled in their complicated lives, until, during one memorable performance, a long-buried
betrayal surfaces to force the troupe into chaos. Nelson’s fate is slowly revealed through the
investigation of the narrator, a young man obsessed with Nelson’s story—and perhaps closer to
it than he lets on. In sharp, vivid, and beautiful prose, Alarcón delivers a compulsively readable
narrative and a provocative meditation on fate, identity, and the large consequences that can
result from even our smallest choices.
A powerful tale of love, friendship, and becoming American in late ’70s Cambridge from the
best-selling novelist. André Aciman has been hailed as "the most exciting new fiction writer of
the twenty-first century" (New York magazine), a "brilliant chronicler of the disconnect…between
who we are and who we wish we might have been" (Wall Street Journal), and a writer of
"fiction at its most supremely interesting" (Colm Tóibín). Now, with his third and most ambitious
novel, Aciman delivers an elegant and powerful tale of the wages of assimilation—a moving
story of an immigrant’s remembered youth and the nearly forgotten costs and sacrifices of
becoming an American. It’s the fall of 1977, and amid the lovely, leafy streets of Cambridge a
young Harvard graduate student, a Jew from Egypt, longs more than anything to become an
assimilated American and a professor of literature. He spends his days in a pleasant blur of
seventeenth-century fiction, but when he meets a brash, charismatic Arab cab driver in a
Harvard Square café, everything changes. Nicknamed Kalashnikov—Kalaj for short—for his
machine-gun vitriol, the cab driver roars into the student’s life with his denunciations of the
American obsession with "all things jumbo and ersatz"—Twinkies, monster television sets, allyou-can-eat buffets—and his outrageous declarations on love and the art of seduction. The
student finds it hard to resist his new friend’s magnetism, and before long he begins to neglect
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his studies and live a double life: one in the rarified world of Harvard, the other as an exile with
Kalaj on the streets of Cambridge. Together they carouse the bars and cafés around Harvard
Square, trade intimate accounts of their love affairs, argue about the American dream, and
skinny-dip in Walden Pond. But as final exams loom and Kalaj has his license revoked and is
threatened with deportation, the student faces the decision of his life: whether to cling to his
dream of New World assimilation or risk it all to defend his Old World friend. Harvard Square is
a sexually charged and deeply American novel of identity and aspiration at odds. It is also an
unforgettable, moving portrait of an unlikely friendship from one of the finest stylists of our time.
In Find Me, Aciman shows us Elio's father, Samuel, on a trip from Florence to Rome to visit
Elio, now a gifted classical pianist. A chance encounter on the train upends Sami's visit and
changes his life forever. Elio soon moves to Paris, where he, too, has a consequential affair,
while Oliver, a New England college professor with a family, suddenly finds himself
contemplating a return trip across the Atlantic. Aciman is a master of sensibility, of the intimate
details and the nuances of emotion that are the substance of passion. Find Me brings us back
inside the world of one of our greatest contemporary romances to show us that in fact true love
never dies.

It was August 7, 2009 ,when the doctor stood at the foot of the hospital bed and with a
deliberation that was both efficient and compassionate, looked directly at David
Hallman and his partner Bill Conklin and said, “Our diagnosis is pancreatic cancer,
stage four.” In his thoughtful and deeply personal memoir, David Hallman narrates the
sixteen days after Bill was diagnosed with terminal cancer and intersperses vignettes
drawn from their thirty-three years together as a gay couple. With poignancy, humor,
and affection, David describes the excruciating intensity of caring for Bill during those
final two weeks while reminiscing about the joys and challenges of their life together.
During their lengthy relationship, both were deeply committed to social and
environmental justice, loved the arts and traveling, and embraced faith and
spirituality—values that were never more important to them than during the final days of
Bill’s life. As David sat at Bill’s bedside, he shares how the memories of their great
love provided him strength and helped him prepare Bill for the end. August Farewell
offers an intimate portrait of a loving relationship brought to an abrupt end and affirms
the power of love in the face of adversity.
A Boston Globe Best Nonfiction Book of 2011 Celebrated as one of the most poignant
stylists of his generation, André Aciman has written a luminous series of linked essays
about time, place, identity, and art that show him at his very finest. From beautiful and
moving pieces about the memory evoked by the scent of lavender; to meditations on
cities like Barcelona, Rome, Paris, and New York; to his sheer ability to unearth life
secrets from an ordinary street corner, Alibis reminds the reader that Aciman is a
master of the personal essay.
Capturing the milky cornflower blues and faded yellows of France's signs, Rothfeld
captures the visual sense of identity that is France. The signs are a gateway into a
country proud of its artistic heritage, a past that reveals itself in every nuance of daily
life. 80 full-color photos.
A powerful tale of love and friendship between two opposite men: a Jew and a Muslim.
One a cultivated student and the other one a rascal. But it is also a Proust-kind of story,
about nostalgia, immigration and the attempt to escape from one's past.
“The satisfying conclusion to Gardam’s Old Filth trilogy offers exquisite prose, wry
humor, and keen insights into aging and death” (The New Yorker). While Old Filth
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introduced readers to Sir Edward Feathers, his dreadful childhood, and his decadeslong marriage, The Man in the Wooden Hat was his wife Betty’s story. Last Friends is
Terence Veneering’s turn. His beginnings were not those of the usual establishment
grandee. Filth’s hated rival in court and in love is the son of a Russian acrobat
marooned in the English midlands and a local girl. He escapes the war and later
emerges in the Far East as a man of panache and fame. The Bar treats his success
with suspicion: Where did this handsome, brilliant Slav come from? This exquisite story
of Veneering, Filth, and their circle tells a bittersweet tale of friendship and grace and of
the disappointments and consolations of age. They are all, finally, each other’s last
friend as this magnificent series ends with the deep and abiding satisfaction that only
great literature provides. “[Gardam’s] prose sparkles with wit, compassion and humor.
She keeps us entertained, and she keeps us guessing. Be thankful for her books. Be
thankful for this trilogy, which is ultimately an elegy, created with deep affection.” —The
Washington Post “Restores us to an era rich in spectacle and bristling with insinuation
and intrigue. Vivid, spacious, superbly witty, and refreshingly brisk . . . the story (and
the author) will endure.” —The Boston Globe “All three Gardam books are beautifully
written but it’s a pleasure to note that Last Friends is the most enjoyable, the funniest
and the most touching.” —National Post
"The Secret Sharer" takes place on a sailing ship in the Gulf of Siam (now the Gulf of
Thailand), at the start of a voyage with cargo for Britain. The date is probably in the
1880s, when Conrad was at sea himself. In common with many of Conrad's stories, it is
narrated in the first person. The narrator is the ship's young captain, whose name is
never given. He is unfamiliar with both his ship and his crew, having joined the ship only
a fortnight earlier, and unsure of his ability to exert his authority over the officers and
crew who have been together for some time. He makes the point several times that he
is the "stranger" on board.After being towed downriver (presumably from Bangkok) by a
steam tug, the ship is left at anchor near a group of small barren islands a few miles off
shore, waiting for wind to begin its voyage. An incoming ship is anchored similarly a
couple of miles away, awaiting a tug to go upriver.That night, the captain, being
restless, unusually takes the watch. As the only man on deck in the small hours of the
morning, he sees that a man has swum up to the ship's side. The naked swimmer is
hesitant to talk or come on board, but seems pleased to discover he is speaking to the
captain. Once on board, the man introduces himself as Leggatt and he and the captain
find a natural rapport, almost as if Leggatt were the captain's other self, especially as
the captain has now fetched some of his own clothes for Leggatt to wear.Still on deck,
Leggatt explains that he was the First Mate of the other ship, but was placed under
arrest after being accused of murdering a crew member. The victim was a disobedient
bully. During a storm which nearly sank their ship on their voyage here, Leggatt was
physically wrestling with the man to make him to pull a rope when a freak wave threw
them both against a bulwark and the man was killed. Leggatt, a "stranger" on the other
ship just as the captain is on his, would certainly face the gallows on landing. However,
he escaped his locked cabin and swam between islands to reach the narrator's
ship.Though the captain could, and by all the rules should, arrest Leggatt, he instead
leads him to concealment in his cabin. The captain has no plan yet, and hiding Leggatt
seems impossibly difficult, given that his cabin is regularly serviced by his steward, the
problem of food, a captain's movements being conspicuous to all, and the long voyage
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ahead. In the morning the captain of Leggatt's ship arrives by boat to inquire if the
escapee has been sighted. Our captain, not a natural liar, manages to bluff through, but
is left terrified as to what his own officers make of his strained behavior....
A LUSHLY ROMANTIC NOVEL FROM THE AUTHOR OF CALL ME BY YOUR NAME
Eight White Nights is an unforgettable journey through that enchanted terrain where
passion and fear and the sheer craving to ask for love and to show love can forever
alter who we are. A man in his late twenties goes to a large Christmas party in
Manhattan where a woman introduces herself with three words: "I am Clara." Over the
following seven days, they meet every evening at the same cinema. Overwhelmed yet
cautious, he treads softly and won't hazard a move. The tension between them builds
gradually, marked by ambivalence, hope, and distrust. As André Aciman explores their
emotions with uncompromising accuracy and sensuous prose, they move both closer
together and farther apart, culminating on New Year's Eve in a final scene charged with
magic and the promise of renewal. Call Me by Your Name, Aciman's debut novel,
established him as one of the finest writers of our time, an expert at the most sultry
depictions of longing and desire. As The Washington Post Book World wrote, "The
beauty of Aciman's writing and the purity of his passions should place this extraordinary
first novel within the canon of great romantic love stories for everyone." Aciman's
piercing and romantic new novel is a brilliant performance from a master prose stylist.
The author of Out of Egypt and a regular contributor to the New York Times Book
Review presents contributions from twenty-eight writers on the life, work, and legacy of
Proust, including Shirley Hazard, Lydia Davis, Alain de Botton, and many others.
15,000 first printing..
Explores the author's theorized evolutionary basis for self-deception, which he says is
tied to group conflict, courtship, neurophysiology, and immunology, but can be negated
by awareness of it and its results.
Now a Major Motion Picture from Director Luca Guadagnino, Starring Armie Hammer
and Timothée Chalamet, and Written by Three-Time OscarTM Nominee James Ivory
The Basis of the Oscar-Winning Best Adapted Screenplay A New York Times
Bestseller A USA Today Bestseller A Los Angeles Times Bestseller A Vulture Book
Club Pick An Instant Classic and One of the Great Love Stories of Our Time Andre
Aciman's Call Me by Your Name is the story of a sudden and powerful romance that
blossoms between an adolescent boy and a summer guest at his parents’ cliffside
mansion on the Italian Riviera. Each is unprepared for the consequences of their
attraction, when, during the restless summer weeks, unrelenting currents of obsession,
fascination, and desire intensify their passion and test the charged ground between
them. Recklessly, the two verge toward the one thing both fear they may never truly
find again: total intimacy. It is an instant classic and one of the great love stories of our
time. Winner of the Lambda Literary Award for Ficition A New York Times Notable Book
of the Year • A Publishers Weekly and The Washington Post Best Book of the Year • A
New York Magazine "Future Canon" Selection • A Chicago Tribune and Seattle Times
(Michael Upchurch's) Favorite Favorite Book of the Year
The New York Times–bestselling author of Find Me and Call Me by Your Name returns
to the essay form with his collection of thoughts on time, the creative mind, and great
lives and works. Irrealis moods are a category of verbal moods that indicate that certain
events have not happened, may never happen, or should or must or are indeed desired
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to happen, but for which there is no indication that they will ever happen. Irrealis moods
are also known as counterfactual moods and include the conditional, the subjunctive,
the optative, and the imperative—all best expressed in this book as the might-be and the
might-have-been. One of the great prose stylists of his generation, André Aciman
returns to the essay form in Homo Irrealis to explore what time means to artists who
cannot grasp life in the present. Irrealis moods are not about the present or the past or
the future; they are about what might have been but never was but could in theory still
happen. From meditations on subway poetry and the temporal resonances of an empty
Italian street to considerations of the lives and work of Sigmund Freud, C. P. Cavafy,
W. G. Sebald, John Sloan, Éric Rohmer, Marcel Proust, and Fernando Pessoa and
portraits of cities such as Alexandria and St. Petersburg, Homo Irrealis is a deep
reflection on the imagination’s power to forge a zone outside of time’s intractable hold.
An Egyptian-Jewish Harvard graduate student trying to assimilate into American culture
in 1977 befriends a impetuous, loud Arab cab driver and must choose between his
dream or his friend this new novel from the author of Eight White Nights. Original.
“Anne Lamott is my Oprah.” -Chicago Tribune From the bestselling author of Help,
Thanks, Wow comes an inspiring guide to restoring hope and joy in our lives. In Dusk,
Night, Dawn, Anne Lamott explores the tough questions that many of us grapple with.
How can we recapture the confidence we once had as we stumble through the dark
times that seem increasingly bleak? As bad newspiles up—from climate crises to daily
assaults on civility—how can we cope? Where, she asks, “do we start to get our world
and joy and hope and our faith in life itself back . . . with our sore feet, hearing loss, stiff
fingers, poor digestion, stunned minds, broken hearts?” We begin, Lamott says, by
accepting our flaws and embracing our humanity. Drawing from her own experiences,
Lamott shows us the intimate and human ways we can adopt to move through life’s
dark places and toward the light of hope that still burns ahead for all of us. As she does
in Help, Thanks, Wow and her other bestselling books, Lamott explores the thorny
issues of life and faith by breaking them down into manageable, human-sized questions
for readers to ponder, in the process showing us how we can amplify life's small
moments of joy by staying open to love and connection. As Lamott notes in Dusk,
Night, Dawn, “I got Medicare three days before I got hitched, which sounds like
something an old person might do, which does not describe adorably ageless me.”
Marrying for the first time with a grown son and a grandson, Lamott explains that finding
happiness with a partner isn't a function of age or beauty but of outlook and
perspective. Full of the honesty, humor, and humanity that have made Lamott beloved
by millions of readers, Dusk, Night, Dawn is classic Anne Lamott—thoughtful and comic,
warm and wise—and further proof that Lamott truly speaks to the better angels in all of
us.
A study of gnosticism examines the various ways early Christians strove to define
themselves in a pluralistic Roman society, while questioning the traditional ideas of
heresy and orthodoxy that have previously influenced historians.
A collection of the year’s best essays selected by André Aciman, author of the
worldwide bestseller Call Me by Your Name. “An essay is the child of uncertainty,”
Andre? Aciman contends in his introduction to The Best American Essays 2020. “The
struggle to write what one hopes is entirely true, and the long incubation every piece of
writing requires of a writer who is thinking difficult thoughts, are what ultimately give the
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writing its depth, its magnitude, its grace.” The essays Aciman selected center on
people facing moments of deep uncertainty, searching for a greater truth. From a Black
father’s confrontation of his son’s illness, to a divorce?e’s transcendent experience
with strangers, to a bartender grieving the tragic loss of a friend, these stories are a
master class not just in essay writing but in empathy, artfully imbuing moments of
hardship with understanding and that elusive grace. The Best American 2020 Essays
includes RABIH ALAMEDDINE • BARBARA EHRENREICH • LESLIE JAMISON
JAMAICA KINCAID • ALEX MARZANO-LESNEVICH • A. O. SCOTT • JERALD
WALKER • STEPHANIE POWELL WATTS and others
A passionate portrait of love’s contradictory power, in five illuminating stories Andre
Aciman, who has been called “the most exciting new fiction writer of the twenty-first
century” (New York Magazine), has written a novel in Enigma Variations that charts the
life of Paul whose loves remain as consuming and covetous throughout adulthood as
they were in adolescence. Whether in southern Italy, where as a boy he has a crush on
his parents’ cabinet maker, or on a snowbound campus in New England, where his
enduring passion for a girl he’ll meet again and again over the years is punctuated by
anonymous encounters with men; on a tennis court in Central Park, or a sidewalk in
early spring New York, his attachments are ungraspable, transient and forever
underwritten by raw desire—not for just one person’s body but, inevitably, for someone
else’s as well. In mapping the most inscrutable corners of desire, Aciman proves to be
an unsparing reader of the human psyche and a master stylist of contemporary
literature. With language at once lyrical, bare-knuckled, and unabashedly candid, he
casts a sensuous, shimmering light over each facet of desire to probe how we ache,
want, and waver, and ultimately how we sometimes falter and let go of those who may
want only to offer what we crave from them. Behind every step the hero takes, his
hopes, denials, fears, and regrets are always ready to lay their traps. Yet the dream of
love always casts its luminous halo. We may not always know what we want. We may
remain enigmas to ourselves and others. But sooner or later we discover who we’ve
always known we were.

In this gripping and suspenseful novella from the Egyptian Nobel Prize-winner,
three young friends survive interrogation by the secret police, only to find their
lives poisoned by suspicion, fear, and betrayal. At a Cairo café in the 1960s, a
legendary former belly dancer lovingly presides over a boisterous family of
regulars, including a group of idealistic university students. One day, amid reports
of a wave of arrests, three of the students disappear: the excitable Hilmi, his
friend Ismail, and Ismail's beautiful girlfriend Zaynab. When they return months
later, they are apparently unharmed and yet subtly and profoundly changed. It is
only years later, after their lives have been further shattered, that the narrator
pieces together the young people's horrific stories and learns how the
government used them against one another. In a riveting final chapter, their
torturer himself enters the Café and sits among his former victims, claiming a
right to join their society of the disillusioned. Now translated into English for the
first time, Naguib Mahfouz's tale of the insidious effects of governmentsanctioned torture and the suspension of rights and freedoms in a time of crisis is
shockingly contemporary.
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The stolid landscape of Chicago suddenly turns dreamlike and otherworldly in
Stuart Dybek's classic story collection. A child's collection of bottle caps becomes
the tombstones of a graveyard. A lowly rightfielder's inexplicable death turns him
into a martyr to baseball. Strains of Chopin floating down the tenement airshaft
are transformed into a mysterious anthem of loss. Combining homely detail and
heartbreakingly familiar voices with grand leaps of imagination, The Coast of
Chicago is a masterpiece from one of America's most highly regarded writers.
A FINALIST for the Booker Prize, the National Book Critics Circle John Leonard
Prize, the VCU/Cabell First Novelist Prize, the Lambda Literary Award, the NYPL
Young Lions Award, and the Edmund White Debut Fiction Award “A blistering
coming of age story” —O: The Oprah Magazine Named a Best Book of the Year
by The New York Times, The Washington Post, New York Public Library, Vanity
Fair, Elle, NPR, The Guardian, The Paris Review, Harper's Bazaar, Financial
Times, Huffington Post, BBC, Shondaland, Barnes & Noble, Vulture, Thrillist,
Vice, Self, Electric Literature, and Shelf Awareness A novel of startling intimacy,
violence, and mercy among friends in a Midwestern university town, from an
electric new voice. Almost everything about Wallace is at odds with the
Midwestern university town where he is working uneasily toward a biochem
degree. An introverted young man from Alabama, black and queer, he has left
behind his family without escaping the long shadows of his childhood. For
reasons of self-preservation, Wallace has enforced a wary distance even within
his own circle of friends—some dating each other, some dating women, some
feigning straightness. But over the course of a late-summer weekend, a series of
confrontations with colleagues, and an unexpected encounter with an ostensibly
straight, white classmate, conspire to fracture his defenses while exposing longhidden currents of hostility and desire within their community. Real Life is a novel
of profound and lacerating power, a story that asks if it’s ever really possible to
overcome our private wounds, and at what cost.
"So candid, so penetrating and so beautifully written that it can make you feel cut
open, emotionally exposed." —Sam Sacks, Wall Street Journal Harvard Square is
the elegant and sexually charged story of a young émigré grad student, a Jew
from Egypt, who meets a brash, magnetic Arab taxi driver—and how their
friendship tests his loyalties and throws his life in America into doubt. André
Aciman's writing has been hailed by Colm Tóibín as "fiction at its most supremely
interesting," and here Aciman delivers a powerful tale of identity and the wages of
assimilation.
Lonely Planet: The world's leading travel guide publisher A Fork in the Road:
Tales of Food, Pleasure and Discovery on the Road 2014 James Beard Award
Nominee and 2014 Society of Travel Writers Foundation Thomas Lowell Travel
Journalism Bronze Award Winner for Travel Book Join us at the table for this
34-course banquet of original stories from food-obsessed writers and chefs
sharing their life-changing food experiences. The dubious joy of a Twinkie, the
hunger-sauced rhapsody of fish heads, the grand celebration of an Indian
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wedding feast; the things we eat and the people we eat with remain powerful
signposts in our memories, long after the plates have been cleared. Tuck in, and
bon appetit! Featuring tales from: James Oseland, Frances Mayes, Giles Coren,
Curtis Stone, Annabel Langbein, Neil Perry, Tamasin Day-Lewis, Jay Rayner,
Madhur Jaffrey, Michael Pollan, Josh Ozersky, Marcus Samuelsson, Naomi
Duguid, Jane and Michael Stern, Francine Prose, Ma Thanegi, Kaui Hart
Hemmings, Rita Mae Brown, Monique Truong, Fuschia Dunlop, David Kamp,
Mas Masumoto, Daniel Vaughn, Tom Carson, Andre Aciman, MJ Hyland, Alan
Richman, Beth Kracklauer, Sigrid Nunez, Chang Rae Lee, Julia Reed, Gael
Greene About Lonely Planet: Since 1973, Lonely Planet has become the world's
leading travel media company with guidebooks to every destination, a suite of
inspiring travel pictorials, literature, and references, an award-winning website,
mobile and digital travel products, and a dedicated traveller community. Lonely
Planet covers must-see spots but also enables curious travelers to get off beaten
paths to understand more of the culture of the places in which they find
themselves. Important Notice: The digital edition of this book may not contain all
of the images found in the physical edition.
The first novel from award-winning author Gianfranco Calligarich to be published
in English, Last Summer in the City is a witty and despairing classic of Italian
literature. Biting, tragic, and endlessly quotable, this translated edition features an
introductory appreciation from longtime fan New York Times bestselling author
André Aciman. In a city smothering under the summer sun and an overdose of la
dolce vita, Leo Gazarra spends his time in an alcoholic haze, bouncing between
run-down hotels and the homes of his rich and well-educated friends, without
whom he would probably starve. At thirty, he’s still drifting: between jobs that
mean nothing to him, between human relationships both ephemeral and frayed.
Everyone he knows wants to graduate, get married, get rich—but not him. He has
no ambitions whatsoever. Rather than toil and spin, isn’t it better to submit to the
alienation of the Eternal City, Rome, sometimes a cruel and indifferent mistress,
sometimes sweet and sublime? There can be no half measures with her, either
she’s the love of your life or you have to leave her. First discovered by Natalia
Ginzburg, Last Summer in the City is a forgotten classic of Italian literature, a
great novel of a stature similar to that of The Great Gatsby or The Catcher in the
Rye. Gianfranco Calligarich’s enduring masterpiece has drawn comparisons to
such writers as Truman Capote, Ernest Hemingway, and Jonathan Franzen and
is here made available in English for the first time.
A true story of obsessive love turning to obsessive hate, Give Me Everything You
Have chronicles the author's strange and harrowing ordeal at the hands of a
former student, a self-styled "verbal terrorist," who began trying, in her words, to
"ruin him." Hate mail, online postings, and public accusations of plagiarism and
sexual misconduct were her weapons of choice and, as with more conventional
terrorist weapons, proved remarkably difficult to combat. James Lasdun's
account, while terrifying, is told with compassion and humor, and brilliantly
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succeeds in turning a highly personal story into a profound meditation on
subjects as varied as madness, race, Middle East politics, and the meaning of
honor and reputation in the Internet age.
The son of a flamboyant Jewish clan recounts his family's move to turn-of-thecentury Alexandria, the family's many colorful members, its pursuit of wealth and
happiness, and its struggles with anti-Semitic and anti-Western nationalism.
Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
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