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Schism is the first ethnographic and historical study of Seventh-day Adventism in China. Scholars have been slow to consider
Chinese Protestantism from a denominational standpoint. In Schism, the first monograph that documents the life of the Chinese
Adventist denomination from the mid-1970s to the 2010s, Christie Chui-Shan Chow explores how Chinese Seventh-day Adventists
have used schism as a tool to retain, revive, and recast their unique ecclesial identity in a religious habitat that resists diversity.
Based on unpublished archival materials, fieldwork, oral history, and social media research, Chow demonstrates how Chinese
Adventists adhere to their denominational character both by recasting the theologies and faith practices that they inherited from
American missionaries in the early twentieth century and by engaging with local politics and culture. This book locates the
Adventist movement in broader Chinese sociopolitical and religious contexts and explores the multiple agents at work in the
movement, including intrachurch divisions among Adventist believers, growing encounters between local and overseas Adventists,
and the denomination’s ongoing interactions with local Chinese authorities and other Protestants. The Adventist schisms show
that global Adventist theology and practices continue to inform their engagement with sociopolitical transformations and changes
in China today. Schism will compel scholars to reassess the existing interpretations of the history of Protestant Christianity in
China during the Maoist years and the more recent developments during the Reform era. It will interest scholars and students of
Chinese history and religion, global Christianity, American religion, and Seventh-day Adventism.
Early Americans have long been considered "A People of the Book" Because the nickname was coined primarily to invoke close
associations between Americans and the Bible, it is easy to overlook the central fact that it was a book-not a geographic location,
a monarch, or even a shared language-that has served as a cornerstone in countless investigations into the formation and
fragmentation of early American culture. Few books can lay claim to such powers of civilization-altering influence. Among those
which can are sacred books, and for Americans principal among such books stands the Bible. This Handbook is designed to
address a noticeable void in resources focused on analyzing the Bible in America in various historical moments and in relationship
to specific institutions and cultural expressions. It takes seriously the fact that the Bible is both a physical object that has exercised
considerable totemic power, as well as a text with a powerful intellectual design that has inspired everything from national religious
and educational practices to a wide spectrum of artistic endeavors to our nation's politics and foreign policy. This Handbook brings
together a number of established scholars, as well as younger scholars on the rise, to provide a scholarly overview--rich with
bibliographic resources--to those interested in the Bible's role in American cultural formation.
The completely revised second edition further explores one of the most successful of America's indigenous religious groups.
Despite this, the Adventist church has remained largely invisible. Seeking a Sanctuary casts light on this marginal religion through
its socio-historical context and discusses several Adventist figures that shaped the perception of this Christian sect.
Der Autor geht auf Fragen ein, die jeden Adventisten interessieren (sollten): Wie kamen die Adventisten zu den Glaubensüberzeugungen, die
sie heute vertreten? Wie haben sich die Lehrauffassungen im Laufe der Jahre verändert? Würden die adventistischen Pioniere alle 27
Glaubenspunkte unterschreiben wollen, die heute von der Gemeinschaft der Siebenten-Tags-Adventisten als verbindlich anerkannt werden?
George Knight bezweifelt das. Er legt in wohltuender Offenheit die unterschiedlichen Strömungen innerhalb der Adventgeschichte dar und
verdeutlicht, dass Adventgläubige nicht aufhören dürfen, Suchende und Lernende zu sein. So aufwühlend dies klingen mag, so beruhigend
wird der Leser feststellen können: An allen untersuchten Beispielen wird erkennbar, wie wunderbar Gott die Adventgemeinde geführt hat. How did Adventists come to believe what they believe? How have those beliefs changed over the years? With compelling candor George
Knight captures the ebb and flow of the doctrinal currents within Adventism, including controversies over the shut door, the law in Galatians at
the 1888 General Conference, the Trinity, pantheism, Fundamentalism, the nature of Christ, and inspiration. The Adventist Church was
founded by independent thinkers who would have disagreed with several of the church's current 27 fundamental beliefs. But over the years
strength arose out of contention, and consensus out of debate. From William Miller to Desmond Ford, Knight catalogues the colorful
personalities who shaped the discussion, and shows how God has led Adventism into a broader and deeper understanding of His eternal
truth. - A Word to the Reader, A Note From the Author, List of Abbreviations, Chapter 1: The Dynamic Nature of "Present Truth", Present
Truth: Fluid Rather Than Static, The Avoidance of Creedal Rigidity, The Pathway of Progressive Understanding, Chapter 2: Adventism
Wasn't Born in a Vacuum, The Theological Roots of Adventism, Millennial Visions, Chapter 3: The Millerite Theological Foundation, Miller's
Use of the Bible, Miller on the Second Advent, The First and Second Angels' Messages, The Seventh-Month Movement and the Great
Disappointment, Chapter 4: What Is Adventist in Adventism? (1844-1885), The Centrality of the Shut Door and the Struggle for Identity, A
People of "the Book", Moving Toward an Understanding of the Sanctuary, The Sabbath and the Third Angel's Message, The Final Doctrinal
Pillar: Conditional, Immortality, Putting It All Together, Refining the First and Second Angels' Messages, Other Post-1850 Theological
Refinements, Perspective, Chapter 5: What Is Christian in Adventism? (1886-1919), A Setting for Disagreement, Still a People of the Book?
The Issue of Authority, Uplift Jesus: Righteousness by Faith and the Third Angel's Message, Uplift Jesus: The Trinity, Full Divinity of Jesus,
and Personhood of the Holy Spirit, Uplift Jesus: A Two-Track Exploration Into the Human Nature of Christ, Perspective, Chapter 6: What Is
Fundamentalist in Adventism? (1919-1950), A Polarizing Theological Context, Adventism Moves Toward a More Rigid Position on Inspiration,
A People of the Book or a People of the Books?, A Revived Interest in Righteouness by Faith, The Crucial Role of M.L. Andreasen and His
"Last Generation" Theology, Moves to Make Adventism Look More Christian, Perspective, Chapter 7: Adventism in Theological Tension
(1950- ), Some Significant Developments, Track 1: The Search for Historic Adventism, Track 2: The Search for the Meaning of 1888, Track 3:
The Search for Ellen White's Role and Authority, Track 4: The Search for a Theology of Inspiration Perspective, Chapter 8: What Does All
This Mean?, Lessons on Polarization, Lessons on "Theological Rigor Mortis", Lessons on Theological Essentials, And What About the
Advent?, Appendix: Fundamental Beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists, Index
Lester DeKoster is the retired editor of The Banner, weekly news magazine of the Christian Reformed Church. He is the former Director of
Libraries for Calvin College and Seminary. He currently writes and publishes books on Christian living from the Reformed Calvinist
perspective. Gerard Berghoef is the retired President of Widdicomb Furniture Company and a long time elder in the Christian Reformed
Church.
Franz hasel, a 40-year-old pacifist, was drafted and assigned to Pioneer Company 699, Hitler's elite troops who built bridges at the front lines.
His religious scruples did not endear him to his superiors. Sarcastically dubbed "carrot eater" and "Bible reader," he finally gained the respect
of his unit. Just before he was sent deep into Russia--where all but seven of his 1,200-man unit would die--he secretly discarded his gun,
fearing that, as the company sharpshooter, he might be tempted to kill. In Russia he faced a new problem: how to warn the local Jews before
the SS got to them.
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This second edition covers its history through a chronology, introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The
dictionary includes over 600 cross-referenced entries on key people, cinema, politics and government, sports, and critics. This
book is ideal for students, researchers, and general readers.
Marc Rasell's Exploring The Heavenly Sanctuary is a judicious interpolation and interpretation for layman and scholar of the main
points of Seventh-Day Adventist theology. Christ is revealed as our High Priest who intercedes for us in the heavenly Temple. This
is the heart of the Seventh-day Adventist message. Rasell addresses issues such as, Can we be sure there is a real temple in
heaven?; What is the purpose of this temple?; When does the judgment start? Do we need to keep the Ten Commandments?;
Should we observe a literal Sabbath?; and much more of vital importance to Christians awaiting the details of redemptive
prophecies coming to their conclusions. The heavenly sanctuary reveals Jesus who ever intercedes for us (Hebrews 7:25).

The Pastor's Handbook (KJV) is intended to meet the continuing need of the Christian minister for guidance and forms as
he does the work of the ministry. It seeks to offer options to suit the tastes of the pastor and congregation within the
parameters of quality, beauty and dignity. To this end, numerous changes, both large and small, have been made—more
selected Scriptures, new alternatives for special occasions, some significant additions and changes. At the same time,
every effort has been made to keep the book concise and compact to maximize its usefulness. The formulas should be
sufficient for the ordinary needs of the minister. They may be modified or supplemented by materials from the pastor's
private collection or his own preparation. Some who stress liberty in prayer and preaching dislike set forms, preferring
spontaneity and a free style as they worship. If the spiritual vitality of a church is maintained there need be no fear that
these forms will become lifeless rituals. The use of forms should never become merely formal. And if the use of forms
adds beauty and dignity to the atmosphere of sacredness, who can object? May the blessing of God attend all who glean
from this manual, enabling it them to know what to say and how to say it. This is made also for allowing them to know
what to do and how to do it especially as the occasion requires. Gratitude is expressed to many pastors and contributors
for this volume. Includes the: worship service, baptism, communion, funerals, anointing services, healing services,
membership, installation, baby and child dedication, consecration services, ceremonies for buildings and visitation.
Health evangelism is a ministry that improves the physical and spiritual health of the congregation and can be used as a
tool for church growth.
Accompanist's Handbook to the Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal is designed to be a resource for musicians of various
levels of ability. The key signatures, titles, and numbers of each of The Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal's (SDAH, pub.
1985) 695 hymns are grouped in order to assist both experienced and novice keyboard accompanists. Three
organization schemes make it possible to efficiently answer questions that musicians commonly have. In what key is
"Jesus Paid It All" written? If "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" was played in the key of G, would it be too high for the
congregation? Could one make a smooth transition from "My Maker and My King" to "Lead On, O King Eternal"? Are
hymns #520 and #529 written in the same key so that one can follow the other seamlessly? What can the congregation
sing if the pianist can only play in keys that don't have any sharps or flats? These questions, which require numerous
page-turning comparisons with the present SDAH indexes, are answered in a single page of this Handbook. This will
enable congregations to spend more time singing songs instead of searching for songs.
In recent decades, reception history has become an increasingly important and controversial topic of discussion in
biblical studies. Rather than attempting to recover the original meaning of biblical texts, reception history focuses on
exploring the history of interpretation. In doing so it locates the dominant historical-critical scholarly paradigm within the
history of interpretation, rather than over and above it. At the same time, the breadth of material and hermeneutical
issues that reception history engages with questions any narrow understanding of the history of the Bible and its effects
on faith communities. The challenge that reception history faces is to explore tradition without either reducing its meaning
to what faith communities think is important, or merely offering anthologies of interesting historical interpretations. This
major new handbook addresses these matters by presenting reception history as an enterprise (not a method) that
questions and understands tradition afresh. The Oxford Handbook of the Reception History of the Bible consciously
allows for the interplay of the traditional and the new through a two-part structure. Part I comprises a set of essays
surveying the outline, form, and content of twelve key biblical books that have been influential in the history of
interpretation. Part II offers a series of in-depth case studies of the interpretation of particular key biblical passages or
books with due regard for the specificity of their social, cultural or aesthetic context. These case studies span two
millennia of interpretation by readers with widely differing perspectives. Some are at the level of a group response (from
Gnostic readings of Genesis, to Post-Holocaust Jewish interpretations of Job); others examine individual approaches to
texts (such as Augustine and Pelagius on Romans, or Gandhi on the Sermon on the Mount). Several chapters examine
historical moments, such as the 1860 debate over Genesis and evolution, while others look to wider themes such as nonviolence or millenarianism. Further chapters study in detail the works of popular figures who have used the Bible to
provide inspiration for their creativity, from Dante and Handel, to Bob Dylan and Dan Brown.
Before the entrance of sin, Adam enjoyed open communion with his Maker; but since man separated himself from God
by transgression, the human race has been cut off from this high privilege. By the plan of redemption, however, a way
has been opened whereby the inhabitants of the earth may still have connection with heaven. God has communicated
with men by His Spirit, and divine light has been imparted to the world by revelations to His chosen servants. “Holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1:21. During the first twenty-five hundred years of human
history, there was no written revelation. Those who had been taught of God, communicated their knowledge to others,
and it was handed down from father to son, through successive generations. The preparation of the written word began
in the time of Moses. Inspired revelations were then embodied in an inspired book. This work continued during the long
period of sixteen hundred years,—from Moses, the historian of creation and the law, to John, the recorder of the most
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sublime truths of the gospel. The Bible points to God as its author; yet it was written by human hands; and in the varied
style of its different books it presents the characteristics of the several writers. The truths revealed are all “given by
inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16); yet they are expressed in the words of men. The Infinite One by His Holy Spirit has
shed light into the minds and hearts of His servants. He has given dreams and visions, symbols and figures; and those to
whom the truth was thus revealed, have themselves embodied the thought in human language. The ten commandments
were spoken by God Himself, and were written by His own hand. They are of divine, and not of human composition. But
the Bible, with its God-given truths expressed in the language of men, presents a union of the divine and the human.
Such a union existed in the nature of Christ, who was the Son of God and the Son of man. Thus it is true of the Bible, as
it was of Christ, that “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 1:14. Written in different ages, by men who
differed widely in rank and occupation, and in mental and spiritual endowments, the books of the Bible present a wide
contrast in style, as well as a diversity in the nature of the subjects unfolded. Different forms of expression are employed
by different writers; often the same truth is more strikingly presented by one than by another. And as several writers
present a subject under varied aspects and relations, there may appear, to the superficial, careless, or prejudiced reader,
to be discrepancy or contradiction, where the thoughtful, reverent student, with clearer insight, discerns the underlying
harmony. As presented through different individuals, the truth is brought out in its varied aspects. One writer is more
strongly impressed with one phase of the subject; he grasps those points that harmonize with his experience or with his
power of perception and appreciation; another seizes upon a different phase; and each, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, presents what is most forcibly impressed upon his own mind—a different aspect of the truth in each, but a perfect
harmony through all. And the truths thus revealed unite to form a perfect whole, adapted to meet the wants of men in all
the circumstances and experiences of life. God has been pleased to communicate His truth to the world by human
agencies, and He Himself, by His Holy Spirit, qualified men and enabled them to do this work. He guided the mind in the
selection of what to speak and what to write. The treasure was intrusted to earthen vessels, yet it is, none the less, from
Heaven. The testimony is conveyed through the imperfect expression of human language, yet it is the testimony of God;
and the obedient, believing child of God beholds in it the glory of a divine power, full of grace and truth.
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