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Handbook Of Hindu Gods Goddesses And Saints
The Book Systematically Studies Various Hindu Gods And Goddesses Based On
Hindu Sacred Literature. It Covers Their Earliest References And The Evolution
Of Their Worship, Their Attributes And Forms, And Their Signific-Ance In The
Hindu Scheme Of Worship. It Also Includes References To Many
Animate/Inanimate Sacred Beings/Things Associated With The Deities.
We are told to follow the path of ahimsa (non-violence), but our devis and
devatas are always ready for war. What is the reason for this? How does Shiva
hold space and time in the same hands in which he holds his bow Pinak? Who
made all these weapons? And what do our scriptures say about using weapons
for mass destruction? Devdutt explores the dramatic, fantastic weapons of the
gods. From Indra’s Vajra made of bones of a sage, to the bow of Kama, made of
sugarcane, butterflies and bees with flowers for arrows, read all about the
intricacies of ancient weaponry and their symbolic meaning in this short, sweet
read from Devlok.
Provides a fresh understanding of the Hindu spirtual landscapes and pantheon of
gods and goddesses through 99 classic myths.
The essential guide to more than 540 supernatural figures of Greek
mythology—as well as notable mortals—from Acantha the nymph to Zeus, king of
the gods. Do you know the story behind Pandora’s Box, or the difference
between Hercules and Heracles? Turn to this alphabetic encyclopedia, with more
than 540 entries detailing all the major and minor characters, events, and settings
of Greek mythology, from an introduction to the nymph Acantha to a succinct
characterization of Zeus, the all-powerful ruler of the gods. This invaluable
reference covers all types of heroes, gods, demigods, creatures, demons, and
notable mortals, with their classic stories retold in riveting summaries. This
comprehensive guide brings Greek mythology to life, and includes a helpful
pronunciation key.
Why is Ganesha such a popular god despite being only 1500 years old? Did you
know he is the god associated with the maxmimum number of symbols? Why is
his vehicle a rat? Why does he carry an axe? Because of Ganesha, the terrifying
Kali becomes the maternal Gauri, and the sanyasi Shiav becomes a father and
householder – Ganesha is the god of domestic life. His devotees can represent
him as they wish – these days his potbelly has been replaced with six-pack abs!
Ganpati’s own history, his changing roles, indicate how Indian society has
changed over time – in Mumbai, Ganpati has taken on a form which didn’t exist
100 years ago! Find out more about this beloved god of good luck and
auspiciousness this festive season in this short, sweet read from Devlok.
Pixar animator and Academy Award–nominated director Sanjay Patel (Sanjay’s
Super Team) brings to life Hinduism’s most important gods and goddesses—and
one sacred stone—in fun, full-color illustrations, each accompanied by a short,
lively profile. The Little Book of Hindu Deities is chock-full of monsters, demons,
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noble warriors, and divine divas. Find out why Ganesha has an elephant’s head
(his father cut his off!); why Kali, the goddess of time, is known as the “Black
One” (she’s a bit goth); and what “Hare Krishna” really means. “Throw another
ingredient in the American spirituality blender. Pop culture is veering into
Hinduism.”—USA Today
Reflecting the spirit of East Indian myths, legends, and fables, these illustrations
were compiled by one of the nineteenth century's foremost Orientalists. Edward
Moor published The Hindu Pantheon in 1810, and this new volume draws upon
his exposition of India's religious iconography to offer a spectacular array of
images of Hindu deities. Dramatic engravings and line drawings include scenes
from the Ramayana and Mahabharata as well as temple images of Krishna,
Vishnu, Siva, and other major gods and goddesses. Many are derived from
bronze figurines; others are reproduced from manuscript illustrations. All appear
with captions for ease of identification.
Giant monsters. Tales of eternal love. The beginning of creation. Pint-sized
warriors. Long voyages and insurmountable heroics are only a small piece of the
classic myths that have helped shape Japan
UNDERSTANDING VEDIC HINDU DIVINITIES Understanding the assorted
divinities or gods and goddesses of the Vedic or Hindu pantheon is not so difficult
when it is presented simply and effectively. And that is what you will find in this
book. This will open you to many of the possibilities and potentials of the Vedic
tradition, and show how it has been able to cater and fulfill the spiritual needs and
development of so many people since time immemorial. This book explains the
nature of the Vedic divinities, their purposes and powers, and the ways they
influence and affect the natural energies of the universe. It also shows how they
can assist us and that blessings from them can help our own spiritual and
material development and potentialities, depending on what we need. The
divinities include Lord Krishna, Vishnu, their main avatars and expansions, along
with Brahma, Shiva, Ganesh, Murugan, Surya, Hanuman, as well as the
goddesses including Radha, Durga, Saraswati, Lakshmi. We find explanations of
their names, attributes, dress, weapons, instruments, the meaning of the Shiva
lingam, and some of the legends and stories connected with them.
• A fish saves the world. • A horse flies across the sky. • A king discovers that
his beloved wife is actually a frog. Hindu mythology is full of tales in which
animals play important roles. Some animals are looked upon with fear and dread,
while some are worshipped along with the gods. Some shape the fate of the
world, others form everlasting bonds with humans. Where did the animals come
from? From Vishnu’s avatars or Shiva’s asanas? How was a deer responsible
for the events of the Ramayana? Why is Garuda the sworn enemy of the nagas?
How did a mongoose teach Yudhishtira the true meaning of sacrifice? Devdutt
Pattanaik answers all these questions and more in this exquisitely illustrated
book, retelling numerous animal stories from ancient texts, with his trademark
charm and wit.
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Recorded in sacred Sanskrit texts, including the Rig Veda and the Mahabharata,
Hindu Myths are thought to date back as far as the tenth century BCE. Here in
these seventy-five seminal myths are the many incarnations of Vishnu, who
saves mankind from destruction, and the mischievous child Krishna, alongside
stories of the minor gods, demons, rivers and animals including boars, buffalo,
serpents and monkeys. Immensely varied and bursting with colour and life, they
demonstrate the Hindu belief in the limitless possibilities of the world - from the
teeming miracles of creation to the origins of the incarnation of Death who
eventually touches them all.
"Explores goddesses from three pantheons: Hindu, ancient Egypt, and ancient
Greece to include historical information and exercises"-This book has been considered by academicians and scholars of great
significance and value to literature. This forms a part of the knowledge base for
future generations. So that the book is never forgotten we have represented this
book in a print format as the same form as it was originally first published. Hence
any marks or annotations seen are left intentionally to preserve its true nature.
A Coffee Table Book On Various God & Goddesses Being Worshipped In India
In Different Religions Alongwith Their Photographs And Artis. Fully Coloured.
Presents brief entries describing the gods and goddesses from the mythology and
religion of a wide variety of cultures throughout history.
The historical interplay of Hinduism as an ancient Indian religion and Christianity as a
religion associated (in India, at least) with foreign power and colonialism, continues to
animate Hindu–Christian relations today. On the one hand, The Routledge Handbook of
Hindu–Christian Relations describes a rich history of amicable, productive, even
sometimes syncretic Hindu–Christian encounters. On the other, this handbook equally
attends to historical and contemporary moments of tension, conflict, and violence
between Hindus and Christians. Comprising thirty-nine chapters by a team of
international contributors, this handbook is divided into seven parts: Theoretical and
methodological considerations Historical interactions Contemporary exchanges Sites of
bodily and material interactions Significant figures Comparative theologies Responses
The handbook explores: how the study of Hindu–Christian relations has been and ought
to be done, the history of Hindu–Christian relations through key interactions,
ethnographic reflections on current dynamics of Hindu–Christian exchange, important
key thinkers, and topics in comparative theology, ultimately providing a framework for
further debates in the area. The Routledge Handbook of Hindu-Christian Relations is
essential reading for students and researchers in Hindu–Christian studies, Hindu
traditions, Asian religions, and studies in Christianity. This handbook will also be very
useful for those in related fields, such as anthropology, political science, theology, and
history.
It is significant that the stories of Vishnu rose to prominence after the rise of Buddhism.
Prior to that, Hinduism was the religion of the elite-based complex rituals known as
yagna and esoteric speculations captured in texts known as the Aranyakas and the
Upanishads. Bestselling author Devdutt Pattanaik offers insights into the stories and
pictures of Vishnu.
Takes readers through Shakta imagery, philosophy, beliefs, customs, history, folklore
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and myth. This book includes tales of Adi-Maya-Shakti, Lakshmi, Saraswati, Parvati,
Kali, Durga as well as several village-goddesses such as Kanyakumari, Vaishnav-devi,
Bahucharmata and heroines such as Anasuya, Arundhati and Savitri.
Hinduism, one of the oldest religion on the earth, is an outcome of a continuous
process of interaction of time-tested rituals, varied philosophical schools, in-, depth
researched scriptures and renowned mythologies. It is more a way of life harmonising
the micro & macro cosom, Purush & Prakriti, Brahma & Jiva. This book, in quiz form,
gives a bird's eye view of all the basic fundamentals of Hindu religion i.e. philosophy,
sculpture, temple architecture, plastic art forms and rituals. The chapter on Homas
Yajnas & Fire rituals is a classic example of Vedic ritualistic heritage. It will definitely
create an interest for a detailed exposition on various facets of the religion for scholars
as well as any modern day Hindu. A mini Encyclopaedia of Hinduism.
• Olympus is the home of the Greek gods, much like Amravati of the Hindu devas. •
Zeus, leader of Olympians, wields a thunderbolt like Indra, and rides an eagle like
Vishnu. • The feats of the Greek hero Heracles, known to Romans as Hercules,
reminded many of Krishna, as did his name, ‘Hari-kula-esha’ or lord of the Hari clan. •
The Greek epic of a husband sailing across the sea with a thousand ships to bring his
wife, Helen, back from Troy seems strikingly similar to the story of Ram rescuing Sita
from Lanka. Is there a connection between Greek and Hindu mythology then? Does it
have something to do with a common Indo-European root? Or maybe an exchange of
ideas in the centuries that followed the arrival of Alexander the Great, when Greek
emissaries travelled to the kingdoms of Mathura and Magadha? In this book,
mythologist Devdutt Pattanaik turns his attention to ancient Greek tales, and explores a
new world of stories. Long have Europeans and Americans retold Indic mythologies. It
is time for Indians to reverse the gaze.
He religion of the Aryans of India was essentially a worship of spirits sometimes spirits
of real persons, sometimes imaginary spirits and that, although in early days it
provisionally found room for personifications of natural forces, it could not digest them
into Great Gods, and therefore they have either disappeared or, if surviving, remain as
mere Struldbrugs. Thus, being heretic in relation to both the Solar Theory and the
Vegetation Theory, as everyone must be who takes the trouble to study Hindu nature
without prejudice. Lionel David Barnett CB FBA (21 October 1871 – 28 January 1960)
was an English orientalist. The son of a Liverpool banker, Barnett was educated at
Liverpool High School, Liverpool Institute, University College, Liverpool and Trinity
College, Cambridge, where he took a first class degree in classics and was three times
a winner of a Browne medal.

An introductory guide to the mythology of Japan—one of the most pervasive yet
least understood facets of Japanese culture.
Smeared with ash, draped in animal hide, he sits atop the snow-capped
mountain, skull in hand, withdrawn, with dogs for company, destroying the world
with his, indifference. He is God who the Goddess shall awaken. His name is
Shiva. Locked in his stories, symbols and rituals are the secrets of our ancestors.
This book attempts to unlock seven
Hinduism Is Not Merely A Religion But A Way Of Life. Hinduism, In Its Traverse
Of Four Thousand Years, Has Accumulated Many A Belief And Practice, Which
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Encompass The Whole Socio-Religio-Cultural Life Of A Devout. Since The
Mythological Past, Hinduism Is Studded With Varied Signs And Symptoms,
Which Are Mystic In Character And Symbolic In Nature, And Are Also Sacred
Symbols Of Spiritualism As Well. These Symbols Are The Sacred Rivers; Mystic
Mantras Like Om And Gayatri; The Auspicious Symbol Of Swastika; The
Shivalinga, Salagram Shila Or Sacred Stone Objects; Tripundra Tilaks Or
Urdhapundra Tilaks- The Process Of Besmearing The Body With Different Marks
Of Sandal Pastes; The Sacred Conch Or Sankha And Venerated Trees Which
Have Medicinal Value And Spiritual Ethos Like Tulsi, Vata, Rudraksha, Etc. All
These Are Part Of Modern Hinduism But To Many Devouts And Observers
These Symbols Stand Enigmatic! Thus This Book Attempts To Explore And
Unearth The Hidden Philosophy Of These Signs And Gauge The Socio-Scientific
Base And Tries To Find Out The Real Meaning Of Ritualistic Methodologies Of
These Symbols, Which Are The Great Objects Of Veneration Of The Hindus
Down The Ages.
Handbook of Hindu Gods, Goddesses, and SaintsPopular in Contemporary
South IndiaHandbook of Hindu Gods, Goddesses, and SaintsSouth Asia
BooksHandbook of Hindu MythologyOxford University Press
Unlike many other ancient mythologies, Hinduism thrives in the modern world.
One billion followers and countless others have been captivated by its symbolic
representations of love, karma, and reincarnation. Handbook of Hindu Mythology
offers an informative introduction to this dauntingly complex mythology of
multifaceted deities, lengthy heroic tales, and arcane philosophies-all with a
3,000-year history of reinterpretations and adaptations. Williams offers a number
of pathways by which to approach Hinduism's ever-changing gods and
goddesses (e.g., Brahmï¿½, Vishnu, Siva), spiritual verses (such as the vedas),
secular epics (including the Rï¿½mï¿½yana and the Mahï¿½bhï¿½rata), myths
within myths, devotional and esoteric traditions, psychic and yogic disciplines,
and magical practices. With this handbook, readers can explore the history of
Hindu mythology, follow a detailed timeline of key episodes and historical events,
and look up specific elements of historical or contemporary Hinduism in a
beautifully illustrated reference work. It is the ideal introduction to the origins of
Hinduism, the culture that shaped it from antiquity to the present, and the age-old
stories, ideas, and traditions that speak to the human condition as eloquently
today as ever. Including annotated bibliographies, a glossary of cultural and
mythological terms, and numerous illustrations, here is a gold mine of information
on Hindu mythology.
Hindu mythology can easily become a bewildering subject. There are a vast
number of gods, demigods and supernatural beings (some writers refer to as
many as 330 million deities). More than this, the beliefs concerning them, their
roles in religious practice, and their manifestations in different texts vary
according to time, place, and tradition throughout India's vast territory and long
history. For anyone interested in the subject, or for anyone approaching an epic
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such as the Mahabharata, a good guide is needed, and none has equaled Hindu
Mythology, Vedic and Puranic by W.J. Wilkins for completeness and clarity.
The Encyclopedia of Religious and Spiritual Development is the first reference
work to focus on the developmental process of religion and spirituality across the
human life span. Spiritual development is an important part of human
development that has links to identity development, moral development, and civic
engagement. This innovative Encyclopedia offers insight into the characteristics
of people and their contexts that interact to influence religious and spiritual
development over time. Editors Elizabeth M. Dowling and W. George Scarlett
provide readers with glimpses into the religious and spiritual developmental
trajectories of people from all over the world, from many different religious and
spiritual backgrounds.
The present treatise generally incorporates the matter about Indian Gods and
Goddesses. The Iconographical representation of the Indian Gods & Goddesses,
as glimpsed from the Archaeological findings and temple architecture is one
aspect and the literary evidences found in our vast Indian literature of Vedic, Epic
and Puranic period is the other aspect of the book. Both give us perfect picture
and historical development of Indian Mythology of Gods and Goddesses. The
literary and textual material, when illustrated with the iconographical
representations becomes more relevant and complete. The subject-matter is
nicely and systematically arranged here and historical sequence is well
maintained by narrating the Vedic, Epic and Puranic deities. The Mythological
concept of Trimurti (Brahma Visnu, Siva) as depicted in the Epics and Puranas is
elaborately discussed in the work. Not only the Hindu, but also Jain and Buddhist
Mythology are separately treated in this book. Thus, the book is a kind of
Encyclopedia on Indian Mythology, since it has covered almost all the aspects of
it. A number of illustrations/figures of Indian Mythological images presented in
this book really enhance the value of the Book. Besides the general Index, a
Glossary of the technical terms is also appended in the work. Hence, this book
would be immensely useful to the students as well as researchers to know and
understand the real mystery of the gods and goddesses of Indian Culture, Art
and Literature.
The three devis are forms of Shakti and consorts of the three gods—but aren’t the
Tridevi superior to the Trimurti? Did the Devi come before the Bhagvan, or after?
Can it be true that without Shakti, Shiva is dead? Finding the feminism in
spirituality, Devdutt shows us the intrinsic balance built into Hindu scripture and
culture through our goddesses. Annapurna shows Shiva that no matter how
ascetic, even sages need food to eat, and that there is greatness in feeding the
hungry. Durga showed Shiva that a monster that cannot be killed by a deva or
asura might be killed by a woman instead. Saraswati and Laxmi—knowledge and
wealth—are the fruit of labour, born of desire. Find out more about an ancient
tradition of venerating the female in a natural equality in this short and sweet read
from Devlok.
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A decoding of Hindu mythology Hindus have one God. They also have 330
million gods: male gods; female gods; personal gods; family gods; household
gods; village gods; gods of space and time; gods for specific castes and
particular professions; gods who reside in trees; in animals; in minerals; in
geometrical patterns and in man-made objects. Then there are a whole host of
demons. But no Devil. In this groundbreaking book Dr Devdutt Pattanaik; one of
India’s most popular mythologists; seeks an answer to these apparent
paradoxes and unravels an inherited truth about life and death; nature and
culture; perfection and possibility. He retells sacred Hindu stories and decodes
Hindu symbols and rituals; using a unique style of commentary; illustrations and
diagrams. We discover why the villainous Kauravas went to heaven and the
virtuous Pandavas (all except Yudhishtira) were sent to hell; why Rama despite
abandoning the innocent Sita remains the model king; why the blood-drinking
Kali is another form of the milk-giving Gauri; and why Shiva wrenched off the fifth
head of Brahma. Constructed over generations; Hindu myths serve as windows
to the soul; and provide an understanding of the world around us. The aim is not
to outgrow myth; but to be enriched and empowered by its ancient; potent and
still relevant language.
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