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WaitingVintage
A New York Times Notable Book A Washington Post, Los Angeles times, and
San Jose Mercury News Best Book of the Year Ha Jin’s seismically powerful
new novel is at once an unblinking look into the bell jar of communist Chinese
society and a portrait of the eternal compromises and deceptions of the human
state. When the venerable professor Yang, a teacher of literature at a provincial
university, has a stroke, his student Jian Wan is assigned to care for him. Since
the dutiful Jian plans to marry his mentor’s beautiful, icy daughter, the job
requires delicacy. Just how much delicacy becomes clear when Yang begins to
rave. Are these just the outpourings of a broken mind, or is Yang speaking the
truth—about his family, his colleagues, and his life’s work? And will bearing
witness to the truth end up breaking poor Jian’s heart? Combining warmth and
intimacy with an unsparing social vision, The Crazed is Ha Jin’s most enthralling
book to date.
The long-awaited memoir by Fang Lizhi, the celebrated physicist whose clashes
with the Chinese regime helped inspire the Tiananmen Square protests Fang
Lizhi was one of the most prominent scientists of the People's Republic of China;
he worked on the country's first nuclear program and later became one of the
world's leading astrophysicists. His devotion to science and the pursuit of truth
led him to question the authority of the Communist regime. That got him in
trouble. In 1957, after advocating reforms in the Communist Party, Fang -- just
twenty-one years old -- was dismissed from his position, stripped of his Party
membership, and sent to be a farm laborer in a remote village. Over the next two
decades, through the years of the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural
Revolution, he was alternately denounced and rehabilitated, revealing to him the
pettiness, absurdity, and horror of the regime's excesses. He returned to more
normal work in academia after the death of Mao Zedong in 1976, but the cycle
soon began again. This time his struggle became a public cause, and his
example helped inspire the Tiananmen Square protests. Immediately after the
crackdown in June 1989, Fang and his wife sought refuge in the U.S. embassy,
where they hid for more than a year before being allowed to leave the country.
During that time Fang wrote this memoir The Most Wanted Man in China, which
has never been published, until now. His story, told with vivid detail and
disarming humor, is a testament to the importance of remaining true to one's
principles in an unprincipled time and place.
From the award-winning author of Waiting and War Trash: an urgent, timely
novel that follows an aspiring author, an outrageous book idea, and a lone
journalist's dogged quest for truth in the Internet age. New York, 2005. Chinese
expatriate Feng Danlin is a fiercely principled reporter at a small news agency
that produces a website read by the Chinese diaspora around the world. Danlin's
explosive exposés have made him legendary among readers--and feared by
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Communist officials. But his newest assignment may be his undoing:
investigating his ex-wife, Yan Haili, an unscrupulous novelist who has willingly
become a pawn of the Chinese government in order to realize her dreams of
literary stardom. Haili's scheme infuriates Danlin both morally and personally--he
will do whatever it takes to expose her as a fraud. But in outing Haili, he is also
provoking her powerful political allies, and he will need to draw on all of his
journalistic cunning to emerge from this investigation with his career--and his
life--still intact. A brilliant, darkly funny story of corruption, integrity, and the power
of the pen, The Boat Rocker is a tour de force of modern fiction.
Traces American writers whose roots are in all parts of Asia, including China,
Korea, Japan, Southeast Asia, the Philippines, the Indian subcontinent, and the
Middle East.
The winner of the 1996 PEN/Hemingway Award for Fiction and three Pushcart
Prizes presents twelve stories set during China's Cultural Revolution, tales of
moral degeneration and ideological cruelty that won the Flannery O'Connor
Award for Short Fiction.
In the bold tradition of the “Misty Poets,” Ha Jin confronts China’s fraught
political history while paying tribute to its rich culture and landscape. The poems
of A Distant Center speak in a voice that is steady and direct, balancing
contemplative longing with sober warnings from a writer who has confronted the
traumas of censorship and state violence. With unadorned language and
epigrammatic wit, Jin conjures scenes that encompass the personal, historical,
romantic, and environmental, interrogating conceptions of foreignness and
national identity as they appear and seep into everyday interactions and being.
These are poems that offer solace in times of political reaction and uncertainty.
Jin’s voice is wise, comforting, and imploring; his words are necessary and his
lessons are invaluable. Question your place in the world—do not be
complacent—look for strength and hope in every nook: “Keep in mind the
meaning of / your existence: wherever you land, / your footprints will become
milestones.”
During the 1937 attack on Nanjing, American missionary and women's college
dean Minnie Vautrin decides to remain at her school during a Japanese attack
that renders the school a refugee center for ten thousand women and children.
An ambitious and dedicated Chinese doctor, Lin Kong finds himself torn between
two very different women--the educated and dynamic nurse with whom he has
fallen in love and the traditional, meek, and humble woman to whom his family
married him when they were both very young. National Book Award &
Pen/Faulkner Award Winner. Reprint. 125,000 first printing.
The film Casablanca opens with the words, “With the coming of the Second
World War, many eyes in imprisoned Europe turned hopefully, or desperately,
toward the freedom of the Americas.” Leslie Epstein’s Hill of Beans is the story
of how one nation, one industry, and in particular one man responded to that
desperate hope. That man is Jack Warner. His impossible goal is to make world
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events—most importantly, the invasion of North Africa by British and American
forces in 1942—coincide with the release of his new film about a group of
refugees marooned in Morocco. Arrayed against him are Stalin and Hitler, as well
as Josef Goebbels, Franklin Roosevelt, a powerful gossip columnist, and above
all a beautiful young woman with a terrible secret. His only weapons are his
hutzpah and his heroism as he struggles to bring cinema and city, conflict and
conference together in an epic command performance. Hill of Beans is the novel
that Leslie Epstein—the son and nephew of Philip and Julius Epstein, the
screenwriters of Casablanca—was born to write.
"Mixing autobiography with invented other voices, this book is an extraordinary
meditation on what it means to have lived the history of China in the second half
of the twentieth century. At its best, Ha Jin's language is as accessible,
penetrating, and mysterious as Pound's Cathay. This is a profound book, an
event."—Frank Bidart "In these poems Ha Jin gives voice to the millions whose
lives were altered and whose tongues were silenced by the Cultural Revolution. .
. .If Ha Jin speaks in tongues in these poems, we feel him behind those
voices—the hidden director behind the scenes—never as a presence filled with
stridency and self-congratulation; he brings a great empathy and compassion to
his depiction of the fallible men and women whose acts and attitudes together
make up history."—Roger Gilbert, Hungry Mind Review
Ha Jin is a contemporary Chinese American poet and novelist who is most
commonly associated with the Misty Poetry movement. His contributions to the
world of fiction have been awarded with such honors as the National Book Award
and the Townsend Prize for Fiction. This Guggenheim Fellow was a young child
in China under communist rule and was only 14 years old when he became a
member of the Peoples Liberation Army. In this riveting book about this
celebrated author, critical analysis of his works are presented. Your readers will
engage deeply with this volume by learning how to identify themes, analyze how
elements in the text interact, and how to identify the informational context behind
the fictional treatment Jin uses with his chosen words.
An ambitious and dedicated Chinese doctor, Lin Kong finds himself torn between
two very different women--the educated and dynamic nurse with whom he has
fallen in love and the traditional, meek, and humble woman to whom his family
married him when they were both very young. 15,000 first printing.
From one of our most celebrated contemporary writers, winner of the National
Book Award and PEN/Faulkner Award: Ha Jin’s staggering story “Alive,” from
the collection The Bridegroom. Tong Guhan is a regular businessman, husband,
and father, trying to find a job for his daughter and an apartment for his son in
rural China. He’s next in line to be Vice Director of the cannery where he works.
One morning in late July he makes the eleven hour train trip from Muji City to
Taifu, to conduct business for his company that he hopes will finally lead to a
promotion and the easy life. The events that follow are nothing short of
astonishing, as the very earth shifts under Guhan’s feet. This is Ha Jin’s
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moving, strange, captivating story of an earthquake and a common man, the ties
of family and the powers of circumstance: the perfect introduction to an
internationally acclaimed modern master. An eBook short.
Poetry. Asian American Studies. New poems by the author of Waiting, winner of
the National Book Award. Ha Jin's writing has been called luminous and eloquent
by The New York Times Book Review, extraordinary by the Chicago Sun-Times
and achingly beautiful by the Los Angeles Times. Asianweek calls him a master
of lyric.
A first work of non-fiction available in English by the James Joyce Foundation
Award-winning Chinese author of Brothers is presented through a framework of
ten common phrases in the Chinese vernacular to offer insight into the nation's
modern economic gaps, cultural transformations and ubiquitous practices of
deception.
From New Yorker and Onion writer and comedian Blythe Roberson, How to Date Men
When You Hate Men is a comedy philosophy book aimed at interrogating what it means
to date men within the trappings of modern society. Blythe Roberson’s sharp
observational humor is met by her open-hearted willingness to revel in the ugliest warts
and shimmering highs of choosing to live our lives amongst other humans. She collects
her crushes like ill cared-for pets, skewers her own suspect decisions, and assures
readers that any date you can mess up, she can top tenfold. And really, was that date
even a date in the first place? With sections like Real Interviews With Men About
Whether Or Not It Was A Date; Good Flirts That Work; Bad Flirts That Do Not Work;
and Definitive Proof That Tom Hanks Is The Villain Of You’ve Got Mail, How to Date
Men When You Hate Men is a one stop shop for dating advice when you love men but
don't like them. "With biting wit, Roberson explores the dynamics of heterosexual dating
in the age of #MeToo" — The New York Times
Musicals/Movies/Kids Piano Solos
In the wake of the Tiananmen Square massacre, Nan Wu, who had studied in the U.S.
in the mid-1980s, leaves China with his wife and son to seek the freedom of the West,
embarking on a migration that takes them through the heart of contemporary America.
In his first book of stories since The Bridegroom, National Book Award-winning author
Ha Jin gives us a collection that delves into the experience of Chinese immigrants in
America. A lonely composer takes comfort in the antics of his girlfriend's parakeet;
young children decide to change their names so they might sound more "American,"
unaware of how deeply this will hurt their grandparents; a Chinese professor of English
attempts to defect with the help of a reluctant former student. All of Ha Jin's characters
struggle to remain loyal to their homeland and its traditions while also exploring the
freedom that life in a new country offers. Stark, deeply moving, acutely insightful, and
often strikingly humorous, A Good Fall reminds us once again of the storytelling
prowess of this superb writer.
This is the second volume of poems from Chinese ex-patriot poet Ha Jin, who moved to
the United States after the Tiananmen massacre. -- Amazon.com.
National Book Award-winner Ha Jin's arresting debut novel , In the Pond, is a darkly
funny portrait of an amateur calligrapher who wields his delicate artist's brush as a
weapon against the powerful party bureaucrats who rule his provincial Chinese town.
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Shao Bin is a downtrodden worker at the Harvest Fertilizer Plant by day and an aspiring
artist by night. Passed over on the list to receive a decent apartment for his young
family, while those in favor with the party's leaders are selected ahead of him, Shao Bin
chafes at his powerlessness. When he attempts to expose his corrupt superiors by
circulating satirical cartoons, he provokes an escalating series of merciless
counterattacks that send ripples beyond his small community. Artfully crafted and
suffused with earthy wit, In the Pond is a moving tale about humble lives caught up in
larger social forces.
A Study Guide for Ha Jin's "Waiting," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for
Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.
Ha Jin’s masterful new novel casts a searchlight into a forgotten corner of modern
history, the experience of Chinese soldiers held in U.S. POW camps during the Korean
War. In 1951 Yu Yuan, a scholarly and self-effacing clerical officer in Mao’s
“volunteer” army, is taken prisoner south of the 38th Parallel. Because he speaks
English, he soon becomes an intermediary between his compatriots and their American
captors.With Yuan as guide, we are ushered into the secret world behind the barbed
wire, a world where kindness alternates with blinding cruelty and one has infinitely more
to fear from one’s fellow prisoners than from the guards. Vivid in its historical detail,
profound in its imaginative empathy, War Trash is Ha Jin’s most ambitious book to
date.
Winner of the PEN/Hemingway Award The place is the chilly border between Russia and
China. The time is the early 1970s when the two giants were poised on the brink of war. And
the characters in this thrilling collection of stories are Chinese soldiers who must constantly
scrutinize the enemy even as they themselves are watched for signs of the fatal disease of
bourgeois liberalism. In Ocean of Words, the Chinese writer Ha Jin explores the predicament
of these simple, barely literate men with breathtaking concision and humanity. From amorous
telegraphers to a pugnacious militiaman, from an inscrutable Russian prisoner to an effeminate
but enthusiastic recruit, Ha Jin's characters possess a depth and liveliness that suggest Isaac
Babel's Cossacks and Tim O'Brien's GIs. Ocean of Words is a triumphant volume, poignant,
hilarious, and harrowing. “A compelling collection of stories, powerful in their unity of theme
and rich in their diversity of styles.” —New York Times Book Review “Extraordinary. . . . [These
stories are shot through with wit and offer glimpses of human motivation that defy retelling. . . .
Read them all.” —Boston Globe “An exceptional new talent, capable of wringing rich surprises
out of austere materials.” —Portland Oregonian
As a teenager during China's Cultural Revolution, Ha Jin served as an uneducated soldier in
the People's Liberation Army. Thirty years later, a resident of the United States, he won the
National Book Award for his novel Waiting, completing a trajectory that has established him as
one of the most admired exemplars of world literature. Ha Jin's jo...
This “blistering satire” of modern China was a finalist for the Man Booker International Prize
and a New York Times Editor’s Choice novel (Publishers Weekly, starred review). Lenin’s
Kisses is set in modern day China, in the village of Liven. Nestled within the Balou Mountains,
the people have enough food and leisure to be content—until their crops and livelihood are
obliterated by a snowstorm in the middle of summer. Then a county official arrives with a
peculiar plan. He wants to use the villagers to start a traveling performance troupe. Next, he’ll
take the profits and buy Lenin’s embalmed corpse from Russia and install it in a mausoleum to
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attract tourism. But the success of the Shuanghuai County Special-Skills Performance Troupe
comes at a serious price. Named a finalist for the 2013 Man Booker International Prize,
Lenin’s Kisses is “a satirical masterpiece” (Kirkus) that was on Best Book of 2012 lists from
the New Yorker, MacLeans, and Kirkus, and was also a New York Times Editors’ Choice.
A New York Times Top Ten Book of the Year and National Book Award finalist, Pachinko is an
"extraordinary epic" of four generations of a poor Korean immigrant family as they fight to
control their destiny in 20th-century Japan (San Francisco Chronicle). NEW YORK TIMES
NOTABLE BOOK OF 2017 * A USA TODAY TOP TEN OF 2017 * JULY PICK FOR THE PBS
NEWSHOUR-NEW YORK TIMES BOOK CLUB NOW READ THIS * FINALIST FOR THE 2018
DAYTON LITERARY PEACE PRIZE* WINNER OF THE MEDICI BOOK CLUB PRIZE Roxane
Gay's Favorite Book of 2017, Washington Post NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * #1
BOSTON GLOBE BESTSELLER * USA TODAY BESTSELLER * WALL STREET JOURNAL
BESTSELLER * WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER "There could only be a few winners, and
a lot of losers. And yet we played on, because we had hope that we might be the lucky ones."
In the early 1900s, teenaged Sunja, the adored daughter of a crippled fisherman, falls for a
wealthy stranger at the seashore near her home in Korea. He promises her the world, but
when she discovers she is pregnant--and that her lover is married--she refuses to be bought.
Instead, she accepts an offer of marriage from a gentle, sickly minister passing through on his
way to Japan. But her decision to abandon her home, and to reject her son's powerful father,
sets off a dramatic saga that will echo down through the generations. Richly told and
profoundly moving, Pachinko is a story of love, sacrifice, ambition, and loyalty. From bustling
street markets to the halls of Japan's finest universities to the pachinko parlors of the criminal
underworld, Lee's complex and passionate characters--strong, stubborn women, devoted
sisters and sons, fathers shaken by moral crisis--survive and thrive against the indifferent arc
of history. *Includes reading group guide*
From the National Book Award-winning author of Waiting: a narratively driven, deeply human
biography of the Tang dynasty poet Li Bai—also known as Li Po In his own time (701–762), Li
Bai's poems—shaped by Daoist thought and characterized by their passion, romance, and lust
for life—were never given their proper due by the official literary gatekeepers. Nonetheless, his
lines rang out on the lips of court entertainers, tavern singers, soldiers, and writers throughout
the Tang dynasty, and his deep desire for a higher, more perfect world gave rise to his
nickname, the Banished Immortal. Today, Bai's verses are still taught to China's schoolchildren
and recited at parties and toasts; they remain an inextricable part of the Chinese language.
With the instincts of a master novelist, Ha Jin draws on a wide range of historical and literary
sources to weave the great poet's life story. He follows Bai from his origins on the western
frontier to his ramblings travels as a young man, which were filled with filled with striving but
also with merry abandon, as he raised cups of wine with friends and fellow poets. Ha Jin also
takes us through the poet's later years—in which he became swept up in a military rebellion that
altered the course of China's history—and the mysterious circumstances of his death, which are
surrounded by legend. The Banished Immortal is an extraordinary portrait of a poet who both
transcended his time and was shaped by it, and whose ability to live, love, and mourn without
reservation produced some of the most enduring verses.
A mother and daughter find what they share in their bones in this compelling novel from the
bestselling author of The Joy Luck Club and Where the Past Begins: A Writer’s Memoir. Ruth
Young and her widowed mother have always had a difficult relationship. But when she
discovers writings that vividly describe her mother’s tumultuous life growing up in China, Ruth
discovers a side of LuLing that she never knew existed. Transported to a backwoods village
known as Immortal Heart, Ruth learns of secrets passed along by a mute nursemaid, Precious
Auntie; of a cave where dragon bones are mined; of the crumbling ravine known as the End of
the World; and of the curse that LuLing believes she released through betrayal. Within the
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calligraphied pages awaits the truth about a mother's heart, secrets she cannot tell her
daughter, yet hopes she will never forget... Conjuring the pain of broken dreams and the power
of myths, The Bonesetter’s Daughter is an excavation of the human spirit: the past, its deepest
wounds, its most profound hopes.
From the universally admired, National Book Award-winning, bestselling author of Waiting—a
timely novel that follows a famous Chinese singer severed from his country, as he works to find
his way in the United States At the end of a U.S. tour with his state-supported choir, popular
singer Yao Tian takes a private gig in New York to pick up some extra cash for his daughter’s
tuition fund, but the consequences of his choice spiral out of control. On his return to China,
Tian is informed that the sponsors of the event were supporters of Taiwan’s secession, and
that he must deliver a formal self-criticism. When he is asked to forfeit his passport to his
employer, Tian impulsively decides instead to return to New York to protest the government’s
threat to his artistic integrity. With the help of his old friend Yabin, Tian’s career begins to
flourish in the United States. But he is soon placed on a Chinese government blacklist and
thwarted by the state at every turn, and it becomes increasingly clear that he may never return
to China unless he denounces the freedoms that have made his new life possible. Tian
nevertheless insists on his identity as a performer, refusing to give up his art. Moving,
important, and strikingly relevant to our times, A Song Everlasting is a story of hope in the face
of hardship from one of our most celebrated authors.
A Christian Science Monitor Best Book of the Year From the award-winning author of Waiting
and War Trash: a riveting tale of espionage and conflicted loyalties that spans half a century in
the entwined histories of two countries—China and the United States—and two families. When
Lilian Shang, born and raised in America, discovers her father’s diary after the death of her
parents, she is shocked by the secrets it contains. She knew that her father, Gary, convicted
decades ago of being a mole in the CIA, was the most important Chinese spy ever caught. But
his diary, an astonishing chronicle of his journey as a Communist intelligence agent, reveals
the pain and longing that his double life entailed—and point to a hidden second family that he’d
left behind in China. As Lilian follows her father’s trail back into the Chinese provinces, she
begins to grasp the extent of his dilemma: he is a man torn between loyalty to his motherland
and the love he came to feel for his adopted country. She sees how his sense of duty distorted
his life, and as she starts to understand that Gary too had been betrayed, Lilian finds that it is
up to her to prevent his tragedy from endangering yet another generation of Shangs. A
stunning portrait of a multinational family and an unflinching inquiry into the meaning of
citizenship, patriotism, and home, A Map of Betrayal is a spy novel that only Ha Jin could write.
SOME DAY The Literature of Waiting A Creative Writing Course With Time on Its Hands Now
wait. Now. Wait. You do it all the time. Time and time again. You’re doing it right now: waiting
on our every word. So here goes: before there was this book SOME DAY on writing creatively
about a world of waiting, there was special topics Hunter College English course on “The
Literature of Waiting” that featured a selection of novels, plays, and short stories by some
rather famous world authors. But wait: even before that time-sensitive college course there
were, well, the elevators—particularly the ones in the North Building of Hunter College of the
City University of New York. Elevators that you always had to wait distressingly long for when
they were apparently working and eternally long for when they were “out of service.” There
was even that infamous elevator repair sign. Picture it: a photoshopped female student with
her right hand flat out in the stop-and-wait position, her compressed lips silently conveying that
any wait on your part for an elevator to come would be entirely futile. And did we mention that
the repair sign would inevitably remain up even after that elevator had been fixed? Now that
made a certain sense since it was only a matter of time before the sign was, like a broken
clock, accurate again. Author Robert Eidelberg’s Books With a Built-In Teacher In addition to
“Some Day: The Literature of Waiting, all of the following “Books With a Built-In Teacher” by
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educator and author Robert Eidelberg are available through all online bookstores as well as
from the author by contacting him at glamor62945@mypacks.net “Who’s There?” in
Shakespeare’s HAMLET – That Is the Question! Stanza-Phobia: A Slef-Improvement
Approach to Bridging Any Disconnect Between You and Poetry by Understanding Just One
Poem (Yes, One!) and Winding Up Not only Learning the Process involved but Coming to Love
at Least a Few More Poems (and Maybe Poetry Itself) Good Thinking: A Self-Improvement
Approach to Getting Your Mind to Go from “Huh?” to “Hmm” to “Aha!” Playing Detective: A
Self-Improvement Approach to Becoming a more Mindful Thinker Reader, and Writer By
Solving Mysteries Detectives: Stories for Thinking, Solving, and Writing So You Think You
Might Like to Teach: 29 Fictional Teachers (for Real!) Model ow to Become and Remain a
Successful Teacher Staying After School: 19 Students (for Real!) Have the Next What-if Word
on Remarkable Fictional Teachers and Their Often Challenging Classes. Julio: A Brooklyn Boy
Plays Detective to Find His Missing Father (with John Carter)
From the author of Brothers and China in Ten Words: this celebrated contemporary classic of
Chinese literature was also adapted for film by Zhang Yimou. This searing novel, originally
banned in China but later named one of that nation’s most influential books, portrays one
man’s transformation from the spoiled son of a landlord to a kindhearted peasant. After
squandering his family’s fortune in gambling dens and brothels, the young, deeply penitent
Fugui settles down to do the honest work of a farmer. Forced by the Nationalist Army to leave
behind his family, he witnesses the horrors and privations of the Civil War, only to return years
later to face a string of hardships brought on by the ravages of the Cultural Revolution. Left
with an ox as the companion of his final years, Fugui stands as a model of gritty authenticity,
buoyed by his appreciation for life in this narrative of humbling power.
From the remarkable Ha Jin, winner of the National Book Award for his celebrated novel
Waiting, a collection of comical and deeply moving tales of contemporary China that are as
warm and human as they are surprising, disturbing, and delightful. In the title story, the head of
security at a factory is shocked, first when the hansomest worker on the floor proposes
marriage to his homely adopted daughter, and again when his new son-in-law is arrested for
the "crime" of homosexuality. In "After Cowboy Chicken Came to Town," the workers at an
American-style fast food franchise receive a hilarious crash course in marketing, deep frying,
and that frustrating capitalist dictum, "the customer is always right."Ha Jin has triumphed again
with his unforgettable storytelling in The Bridegroom.
For more than seventeen years, Lin Kong, a devoted and ambitious doctor, has been in love
with an educated, clever, modern woman, Manna Wu. But back in his traditional home village
lives the humble, loyal wife his family chose for him years ago. Every summer, he returns to
ask her for a divorce and every summer his compliant wife agrees but then backs out. This
time, after eighteen years' waiting, Lin promises it will be different.
This is the most comprehensive and up-to-date reference work on Asian Americans,
comprising three volumes that address a broad range of topics on various Asian and Pacific
Islander American groups from 1848 to the present day. • Presents information on Asian
Americans and individual Asian ethnic groups that provides comprehensive overviews of the
respective groups • Includes special topic entries that contain source information regarding
major historical events • Comprises work from a truly outstanding list of contributors that
include scholars, journalists, writers, community activists, graduate students, and other
specialists • Expands the boundaries of Asian American studies through innovative entries that
address transnationalism, gender and sexuality, and inter- and cross-disciplinarity
Simply told but deeply affecting, in the bestselling tradition of Alice McDermott and Tom
Perrotta, this urgent novel unravels the heartrending yet unsentimental tale of a woman who
kidnaps a baby in a superstore—and gets away with it for twenty-one years. Lucy Wakefield is a
seemingly ordinary woman who does something extraordinary in a desperate moment: she
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takes a baby girl from a shopping cart and raises her as her own. It’s a secret she manages to
keep for over two decades—from her daughter, the babysitter who helped raise her, family,
coworkers, and friends. When Lucy’s now-grown daughter Mia discovers the devastating truth
of her origins, she is overwhelmed by confusion and anger and determines not to speak again
to the mother who raised her. She reaches out to her birth mother for a tearful reunion, and
Lucy is forced to flee to China to avoid prosecution. What follows is a ripple effect that alters
the lives of many and challenges our understanding of the very meaning of motherhood.
Author Helen Klein Ross, whose work has appeared in The New Yorker, weaves a powerful
story of upheaval and resilience told from the alternating perspectives of Lucy, Mia, Mia’s birth
mother, and others intimately involved in the kidnapping. What Was Mine is a compelling tale
of motherhood and loss, of grief and hope, and the life-shattering effects of a single,
irrevocable moment.
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