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Great Political Thinkers From Plato To The Present
In the classical world, political ambition posed an intractable problem. Ancient Greek democracies fostered in their most promising
youths a tension-ridden combination of the desire for personal glory and deep-seated public-spiritedness in hopes of producing
brilliant and capable statesmen. But as much as active civic engagement was considered among the highest goods by the Greek
citizenry, the attempt to harness the love of glory to the good of the city inevitably produced notoriously ambitious figures whose
zeal for political power and prestige was so great that it outstripped their intention to win honor through praiseworthy deeds. No
figure better exemplifies the risks and rewards of ancient political ambition than Alcibiades, an intelligent, charming, and attractive
statesman who grew up during the Golden Age of Athens and went on to become an infamous demagogue and traitor to the city
during the Peloponnesian War. In Socrates and Alcibiades, Ariel Helfer gathers Plato's three major presentations of Alcibiades: the
Alcibiades, the Second Alcibiades, and the Symposium. Counter to conventional interpretation, Helfer reads these texts as
presenting a coherent narrative, spanning nearly two decades, of the relationship between Socrates and his most notorious pupil.
Helfer argues that Plato does not simply deny the allegation that Alcibiades was corrupted by his Socratic education; rather,
Plato's treatment of Alcibiades raises far-ranging questions about the nature and corruptibility of political ambition itself. How,
Helfer asks, is the civic-spirited side of political ambition related to its self-serving dimensions? How can education be expected to
strengthen or weaken the devotion toward one's fellow citizens? And what might Socratic philosophy reveal about the place of
political aspiration in a spiritually and intellectually balanced life? Socrates and Alcibiades recovers a valuable classical lesson on
the nature of civic engagement and illuminates our own complex political situation as heirs to liberal democracy's distrust of
political ambition.
It is an excellent companion to Plato's Dialogues.
Western Political Thought: From Plato to Marx is a lucid and comprehensive account of political thought that stretches from
ancient Greece to the nineteenth century. Analysing political philosophies chronologically, this book offers valuable insights into
the political structures of societies across the ages, and presents a wide perspective on the various social and political ideologies.
Each of the 12 chapters contains excerpts from the original works by the philosophers, comprehensive reading list, and thought
provoking questions on the philosophies discussed.
Both a history and an examination of human thought and behavior spanning three thousand years, thrillingly traces the origins of
political philosophy from the ancient Greeks to Machiavelli in Book I and from Hobbes to the present age in Book II. Whether
examining Lord Acton’s dictum that “absolute power corrupts absolutely” or explicating John Stuart Mill’s contention that it is
“better to be a human dissatisfied than a pig satisfied,” Alan Ryan evokes the lives and minds of our greatest thinkers in a way
that makes reading about them a transcendent experience. Whether writing about Plato or Augustine, de Toqueville or Thomas
Jefferson, Ryan brings a wisdom to his text that illuminates John Dewey’s belief that the role of philosophy is less to see truth than
to enhance experience. With this unparalleled tour de force, Ryan emerges in his own right as one of the most influential political
philosophers of our time.
Three Traditions of Greek Political Thought: Plato in Dialogue is an analysis of the emergence of Western philosophical and
political thought in archaic and classical Greece. With particular focus on Plato, this book is an in-depth study of the contentious
dialogue in classical political philosophy. In the late archaic and classical periods, two major traditions of philosophical and political
thought developed. One tradition was associated with the Presocratic mechanistic materialistic philosophers and the Sophists. The
second tradition, beginning with Pythagoras, gained full expression in the collected dialogues of Plato. Both of these philosophic
traditions challenged the long established Greek mythico/religious tradition associated with Homer, Hesiod, Aeschylus, Sophocles,
and others. This study examines the dynamic dialogue involving these three traditions, which present competing and conflicting
world views. It concludes that Plato's dialogues, taken together, quintessentially embody the mainstream dialogue or trialogue, as
it could be called, in Greek political thought. This book also makes the case that the three major traditions of Greek political
thought set the stage for the future dialogue of Western political philosophy even to this day.
Political Thinkers is the most comprehensive introduction to Western political thought written by a team of internationally renowned
scholars. The third edition provides students with a clear and engaging introduction to the canon of great theorists, from Socrates
and the Sophists to contemporary thinkers such as Rawls and Arendt. Each chapter begins with a helpful chapter guide, a
biographical sketch of the thinker, a list of their key texts, and their key ideas. Part introductions and a concluding chapter enable
readers to understand the social and political contexts that inspired political thinkers to write. The third edition features two brand
new chapters on Hannah Arendt, one of the most influential philosophers of the twentieth century, and Hugo Grotius, whose work
on just war continues to inform international law today.
Plato's penchant for mythmaking sits uneasily beside his reputation as the inventor of rationalist philosophy. Hegel's solution was
to ignore the myths. Popper thought them disqualifying. Tae-Yeoun Keum responds by carving out a place for myth in the context
of rationalism and shows how Plato's tales inspired history's great political thinkers.
Part I: Ancient and Medieval. 1. Roots of the West. 2. The Greek Discover of Reason in Nature. 3. Plato. 4. Aristotle. 5. Polybius.
6. Cicero. 7. Stoicism and Epicureanism: Two Hellenistic Philosophies. 8. The Jewish Belief in One God, and Christian Love. 9. St.
Augustine. 10. John of Salisbury. 11. St. Thomas Aquinas. 12. Dante. 13. Marsilio of Padua. Part II: Sixteenth Through Eighteenth
Centuries. 14. Machiavelli. 15. The Protestant Reformation. 16. Bodin. 17. Hobbes. 18. Locke. 19. Montesquieu. 20. Hume. 21.
Rousseau. 22. Kant. 23. Smith. 24. Burke. Part III: Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. 25. Bentham. 26. Tocqueville. 27. Mill. 28.
Hegel. 29. Revolutionary Communism. 30. Nietzsche. 31. Fascism. 32. Freud. 33. Gandhi. 34. From Classical Liberalism to
Democratic Socialism. 35. The Welfare State. 36. Libertarianism. 37. Berlin. 38. Rawls.
Like previous editions, the Third Edition of Arnharts engaging treatment of political thought is organized around a series of
enduring and provocative political questions. It features the work of thirteen philosophers ranging in scope from antiquity to the
present: Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Descartes, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche (new to
this edition), and Rawls. The questions presented are designed to illuminate issues in American politics while encouraging
students to examine the nature and substance of their own political beliefs. Ideas from the natural and social sciences are
introduced and applied to classic philosophical texts. Adopted as a course text at over 300 colleges and universities, Political
Questions has become one of the leading textbooks in political philosophy.
This book introduces readers to analytical interpretation of seminal writings and thinkers in the history of political thought, including
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Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, the Bible, Thomas Aquinas, Machiavelli, Bacon, Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau, Tocqueville,
Marx, and Nietzsche. Chronologically arranged, each chapter in the book is devoted to the work of a single thinker. The selected
texts together engage with 2000 years of debate on fundamental questions, which include: What is the purpose of political life?
What is the good life, for us as individuals, and for us as a political community? What is justice? What is a right? Do human beings
have rights? What kinds of human virtues are there and which regimes best promote them? The difficulty of accessing the texts
included in this volume is the result not only of their subtlety but also of the dramatic change in everyday life. The authors shed
light on the texts' vocabulary and complexities of thought and help students understand and weigh the various interpretations of
each philosopher's thought. • Accessible interpretive essays on the greatest texts in the history of political thought, from Plato to
Nietzsche. • Includes key passage plus a succinct discussion that glosses the text, examines later-day interpretations, and guides
students in forming their own interpretations. • Allows students to learn from, rather than only about, each thinker, and to apply
their thought to the present day.
Selections from the most important works of eleven of the greatest political theorists. This compact text is comprised of chapters
from the more comprehensive anthology, GREAT POLITICAL THINKERS: FROM PLATO TO THE PRESENT.
Provides an overview of the disctinctive thinking of a fascinating mix of educational pioneers and thinkers from the canon of
philosophers and philosophical schools from the classical, medieval, early modern and modern. Includes: Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes,
Locke, Rousseau, Wollstonecraft, Humboldt, Utopian socialists, J.S. Mill, Carpenter and Dewey.
"Assuming a broad range of readers - with backgrounds in varied fields (politics, philosophy, classics, history) - Malcolm Schofield
articulates and analyses Plato's main lines of thought, illustrating them with a liberal use of translated excerpts, and highlighting
affinities with modern theorists from Machiavelli and Mill to Rawls and Habermas. Schofield's distinctive approach to Plato's
problems constitutes a lucid and accessible guide for those needing an introduction, and at the same time will provide those who
know Plato well with much food for thought."--BOOK JACKET.
An anthology of basic statements by the most influential social and political philosophers of Western civilization. Includes Plato,
Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Jefferson, Thoreau, Mill, Marx and Engels, Lenin, Mussolini, Hitler, Dewey, and
Gandhi.
The philosophy of politics As an introduction to political theory and science, this collection of writings by the great philosophers will be of close
interest to general readers. It also forms a basic textbook for students of government and political theory. Such fundamental concepts as
Democracy, the Rule of Law, Justice, Natural Rights, Sovereignty, Citizenship, Power, the State, Revolution, Liberty, Reason, Materialism,
Toleration, and the Place of Religion in Society are traced from their origins, through their development and changing patterns, to show how
they guide political thinking and institutions today. And new in this edition, examinations of selected works by Sophocles, Francois Hotman,
and Francisco Suarez. Also new are a detailed table of contents and an up-dated, comprehensive bibliography--each clear and concise for
easy reference. The second volume of Professor Curtis' work, also available in a Discus edition, includes the writings of the eighteenth,
nineteenth, and twentieth century thinkers--from Burke, Rousseau, and Kant to modern times.
This comprehensive volume contains much of the important work in political and social philosophy from ancient times until the end of the
nineteenth century. The anthology offers both depth and breadth in its selection of material by central figures, while also representing other
currents of political thought. Thucydides, Seneca, and Cicero are included along with Plato and Aristotle; Al-Farabi, Marsilius of Padua, and
de Pizan take their place alongside Augustine and Aquinas; Astell and Constant are presented in the company of Locke, Rousseau, and
Wollstonecraft. The editors have made every effort to include translations that are both readable and reliable. Every selection has been
painstakingly annotated, and each figure is given a substantial introduction highlighting his or her major contribution within the tradition. In
order to ensure the highest standards of accuracy and accessibility, the editors have consulted dozens of leading academics during the
course of the anthology’s development (a number of whom have contributed introductory material as well as advice). The result is an
anthology with unparalleled pedagogical benefits, and one that truly breaks new ground.
Simple tools from 60 great thinkers throughout history to improve your life today.
The Statesman is Plato's neglected political work, but it is crucial for an understanding of the development of his political thinking. In some
respects it continues themes from the Republic, particularly the importance of knowledge as entitlement to rule. But there are also changes:
Plato has dropped the ambitious metaphysical synthesis of the Republic, changed his view of the moral psychology of the citizen, and revised
his position on the role of law and institutions. In its presentation of the statesman's expertise, the Statesman modifies, as well as defending
in original ways, this central theme of the Republic. This new translation is based on the revised Oxford Text of Plato and makes accessible
the dialogue to students of political thought in clear and contemporary language. The introduction sets the argument in the context of the
development of Plato's thought, and outlines the philosophical and historical background necessary for a full understanding of the text,
particularly for a political theory readership.
Ch. 10 (pp. 381-454), "Fromm, Neumann, and Arendt: Three Early Interpretations of Nazi Germany", discusses the views of Franz Neumann
and Hannah Arendt on Nazi antisemitism. Neumann, in his "Behemoth" (1942), stated that the Nazis needed a fictitious enemy in order to
unify the completely atomized German society into one large "Volksgemeinschaft". The terrorization of Jews was a prototype of the terror to
be used against other peoples. Arendt contends in "The Origins of Totalitarianism" (1951) that it was imperialism which brought about
Nazism, Nazi antisemitism, and the Holocaust. Totalitarianism is nothing but imperialism which came home. Insofar as imperialism
transcends national boundaries, racism may be very helpful for it, because racism proposes another principle to define the enemy. Jews and
other ethnic groups (e.g. Slavs) became easy targets as groups whose claims clashed with those of the expanding German nation. Terror is
the essence of totalitarianism, and extermination camps were necessary for the Nazis to prove the omnipotence of their regime and their
capability of total domination.
Intended for use in courses on political philosophy or the history of political philosophy, On the History of Political Philosophy provides a
critical account of Western political philosophy from classical Greece to modern times. Demonstrating the continued relevance of historical
ideas to today's problems, the author traces ongoing discussions about justice, power, and human nature by examining the ideas of key
political theorists.
Guiding the reader through the key arguments of the classic figures of Western political philosophy, from Plato through to the modern era,
this revised edition includes new essays on Aristotle's "Politics", Confucianism, Islamic social philosophy, and Nazism as well as additional
material on "Roman Law", Anarchism and "anti-capitalism". Cohen moves chronologically through the development of political philosophy
presenting it as a series of "key texts", which (after setting in context) he allows to speak in their own terms before offering short, precise
analyses of their strengths, weaknesses and influence. The book finishes with a discussion of modern liberalism and conservatism. Providing
both a broad overview and precise summaries of key ideas, this guide will be invaluable for all students of political thought.

Publisher Description
Great Political ThinkersPlato to the PresentWadsworth Publishing Company
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This volume provides an unequaled introduction to the thought of chief contributors to the Western tradition of political
philosophy from classical Greek antiquity to the twentieth century. Written by specialists on the various philosophers, this
third edition has been expanded significantly to include both new and revised essays.
This book offers a model introduction to political philosophy, addressing philosophers from Plato to Rawls and Nozick,
with each thinker treated as exploring perennial problems. These include ethical truth, free will, the common good,
whether God exists, whether America could become a Hobbesian world sovereign, appeals to nature, free speech, the
nature of rights, how one can argue with Nietzsche, whether history is predictable, whether the market can be
humanized, and assumed genetic differences between races and genders. When a thinker poses a problem not
resolvable at that time, (such as racial equality) modern social science and economics are used to provide answers.
There are two persistent themes in this book: namely, that a futile search for ethical truth has drained the original image
of the good society (Plato and Aristotle) of its rich content, and that the market has replaced justice as the ordering
principle of human society leaving philosophers helpless unless they learn economics.
First published in 1981 this unique study discusses the evolution of Plato's thought through the actual developments in
Athenian democracy, the book also demonstrates Plato's continuing responses to changes in political theory and argues
for a new understanding of Plato's goals for the state and his ultimate concern for the moral well-being of the citizens.
This book should be of interest to undergraduate courses in political science.
Presents the most important of the Socratic dialogues as if it were a conversation; deals with the creation of an ideal
commonwealth and ranks as one of the earliest Utopian works.
Menexenus is one of the least studied among Plato's works, mostly because of the puzzling nature of the text, which has led many
scholars either to reject the dialogue as spurious or to consider it as a mocking parody of Athenian funeral rhetoric. In this book,
Pappas and Zelcer provide a persuasive alternative reading of the text, one that contributes in many ways to our understanding of
Plato, and specifically to our understanding of his political thought. The book is organized into two parts. In the first part the
authors offer a synopsis of the dialogue, address the setting and its background in terms of the Athenian funeral speech, and
discuss the alternative readings of the dialogue, showing their weaknesses and strengths. In the second part, the authors offer
their positive interpretation of the dialogue, taking particular care to explain and ground their interpretive criteria and method, which
considers Plato's text not simply as a de-contextualized collection of philosophical arguments but offers a theoretically reading of
the text that situates it firmly within its historical context. The book will become a reference point in the debate about the
Menexenus and Plato's political philosophy more generally and marks an important contribution to our understanding of ancient
thought and classical Athenian society.
An in-depth intellectual history of the Western idea and a passionate defense of its importance to America's future, From Plato to
NATO is the first book to make sense of the legacy of the West at a time when it is facing its greatest challenges. Readers of
Francis Fukuyama, John Gray, Samuel Huntington, and other analysts of the dilemmas of Western nations in the twenty-first
century will find in David Gress's original account a fuller description of what the West really is and how, with the best of intentions,
it has been misrepresented. Most important, they will encounter a new vision of Western identity and how it can be recovered.
Early in the twentieth century, American educators put together a story of Western civilization, its origins, history, and promise that
for the subsequent fifty years remained at the heart of American college education. The story they told was of a Western
civilization that began with the Greeks and continued through 2,500 years of great books and great ideas, culminating in twentiethcentury progressive liberal democracy, science, and capitalist prosperity. In the 1960s, this Grand Narrative of the West came
under attack. Over the next thirty years, the critics turned this old story into its opposite: a series of anti-narratives about the evils,
the failures, and the betrayals of justice that, so they said, constituted Western history. The victory of Western values at the end of
the cold war, the spread of democracy and capitalism, and the worldwide impact of American popular culture have not revived the
Grand Narrative in the European and American heartlands of the West. David Gress explains this paradox, arguing that the Grand
Narrative of the West was flawed from the beginning: that the West did not begin in Greece and that, in morality and religion, the
Greeks were an alien civilization whose contribution was mediated through Rome and Christianity. Furthermore, in assuming a
continuity from the Greeks to modern liberalism, we have mistakenly downplayed or rejected everything in between, focusing on
the great ideas and the great books rather than on real history with all its ambiguities, conflicts, and contradictions. The heart of
Gress's case for the future of the West is that the New must remember its roots in the Old and seek a synthesis. For as the attacks
have demonstrated, the New West cannot stand alone. Its very virtues -- liberty, reason, progress -- grew out of the Old West and
cannot flourish when removed from that rich soil.
A primer on the bedrock principles of politics from “Harvard’s most controversial conservative professor” and the author of
Democracy in America (Boston magazine). Behind the daily headlines on presidential races and local elections is the theory of the
polity—or what the end of our politics should be. Harvard’s Harvey C. Mansfield, one of America’s leading political theorists,
explains why our quest for the good life must address the type of government we seek to uphold. He directs our gaze to the
thinkers and philosophies and classic works that have proved most influential throughout the ages.
The Significance Of Political Thought Cannot Be Overemphasized. The Task Of Understanding The Deeper Implications Of The
Present Situation And The Future Planning Can Be Assisted By A Careful Study Of Political Thought Of The Ages. The Study Of
Political Thought In The Historical Perspective Leads To Mature Thinking And Enables The Political Leaders To Solve
Contemporary Problems In A Better Way.The Political Thought Of Modern World Is Based On Western Political Thought. It Is
Always Preferred To Begin The Study Of Political Thought With The Western Thinkers, Better Say Greeks, Because Unlike Their
Eastern Counterpart, Their Speculations Are Exclusively Contained In Independent Treatises And Do Not Form Part Of Literature
Which Was Predominantly Religious And Ethical. Accordingly, The Present Volume Begins With Homer And Includes In Its Study
The Prominent Thinkers Of The West Of All Ages Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Hume, Burke
To Name But A Few.Analytic In Presentation, The Present Book Is Concise And Easily Comprehensible. Since Its Matter Has
Been Drawn From Authentic Originals And The Books Of Eminent Western Authors Have Been Referred To, The Book Aptly
Caters With The Academic Needs Of Students Of Political Science. It Provides A Bibliography And Also A List Of Questions Set At
Various University Examinations, Aiming At Facilitating The Preparation For Examination. While The Teachers Will Find This Book
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An Ideal Reference Book, The General Readers Will Find It Highly Informative.
This carefully selected compilation of the significant writings of the great political philosophers, scientists, and thinkers has long
been an invaluable guide to the general reader as well as to the serious student of history, political science, and government. Such
essential forces as Revolution, Idealism, and Nationalism are examined in detail and expounded by their leading exponents.
Professor Curtis has written running commentary that places the extracts and their authors in the sequence of modern history.
A thoroughly updated and substantially expanded edition of an acclaimed anthology This is a thoroughly updated and substantially
expanded new edition of one of the most popular, wide-ranging, and engaging anthologies of Western political thinking, one that
spans from antiquity to the twenty-first century. In addition to the majority of the pieces that appeared in the original edition, this
new edition features exciting new selections from more recent thinkers who address vital contemporary issues, including identity,
cosmopolitanism, global justice, and populism. Organized chronologically, the anthology brings together a fascinating array of
writings--including essays, book excerpts, speeches, and other documents—that have indelibly shaped how politics and society are
understood. Each chronological section and thinker is presented with a brief, lucid introduction, making this a valuable reference
as well as reader. A thoroughly updated and substantially expanded edition of an acclaimed anthology of political thought Features
a wide range of thinkers, including Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine, Aquinas, Christine de Pizan, Machiavelli,
Luther, Calvin, Hobbes, Spinoza, Locke, Swift, Hume, Rousseau, Adam Smith, Jefferson, Burke, Olympes de Gouges,
Wollstonecraft, Kant, Hegel, Bentham, Mill, de Tocqueville, Frederick Douglass, Lincoln, Marx, Nietzsche, Lenin, John Dewey,
Gaetano Mosca, Roberto Michels, Weber, Emma Goldman, Freud, Einstein, Mussolini, Arendt, Hayek, Franklin D. Roosevelt, T.
H. Marshall, Orwell, Leo Strauss, de Beauvoir, Fanon, Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, Havel, Fukuyama, Mitchell Cohen,
Habermas, Foucault, Rawls, Nozick, Walzer, Iris Marion Young, Martha Nussbaum, Peter Singer, Amartya Sen, and Jan-Werner
Müller Includes brief introductions for each thinker
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