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The World Trade Organization (WTO) is scarcely ten years old, but even in these
early years of its existence it has generated debate, controversy and even
outrage. This Very Short Introduction will provide a timely and carefully
considered explanation of what the WTO is, what it does, and how it goes about
executing its tasks. A clear understanding of the mandate, structure and
functioning of the WTO is essential to appreciate the controversy behind the
organization, and how far it deserves the reputation that it has come to acquire.
This new edition of Friedman's landmark book explains the flattening of the world
better than ever- and takes a new measure of the effects of this change on each
of us.
The New York Times Bestseller “A superb introduction to the world and global
issues. Richard Haass has written something that is brief, readable, and yet
comprehensive—marked throughout by his trademark intelligence and common
sense.” —Fareed Zakaria An invaluable primer from Richard Haass, president of
the Council on Foreign Relations, that will help anyone, expert and non-expert
alike, navigate a time in which many of our biggest challenges come from the
world beyond our borders. We live in a global era, in which what happens
thousands of miles away often affects our lives. Although the United States is
bordered by two oceans, those oceans are not moats. And the so-called Vegas
rule—what happens there stays there—does not apply. Globalization can be both
good and bad, but it is not something that individuals or countries can opt out of.
The choice we face is how to respond. The World focuses on history, what
makes each region of the world tick, the many challenges globalization presents,
and the most influential countries, events, and ideas, to provide readers with the
background they need to make sense of this complicated and interconnected
world.
Using the frameworks of systems theory, modernization, and the world system,
New Age Globalization presents a composite multilevel, multidirectional picture of
globalization informed by eight different but interdependent subsystems.
Over the past two decades, the percentage of the world’s population living on
less than a dollar a day has been cut in half. How much of that improvement is
because of—or in spite of—globalization? While anti-globalization activists mount
loud critiques and the media report breathlessly on globalization’s perils and
promises, economists have largely remained silent, in part because of an
entrenched institutional divide between those who study poverty and those who
study trade and finance. Globalization and Poverty bridges that gap, bringing
together experts on both international trade and poverty to provide a detailed
view of the effects of globalization on the poor in developing nations, answering
such questions as: Do lower import tariffs improve the lives of the poor? Has
increased financial integration led to more or less poverty? How have the poor
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fared during various currency crises? Does food aid hurt or help the poor?
Poverty, the contributors show here, has been used as a popular and convenient
catchphrase by parties on both sides of the globalization debate to further their
respective arguments. Globalization and Poverty provides the more nuanced
understanding necessary to move that debate beyond the slogans.
Describes the evidence of global warming, its causes, its predicted impacts, and
how its detrimental effects can be reduced.
Compelling and accessible, this Very Short Introduction challenges the
perception of borders as passive lines on a map, revealing them instead to be
integral forces in the economic, social, political, and environmental processes
that shape our lives. Highlighting the historical development and continued
relevance of borders, Alexander Diener and Joshua Hagen offer a powerful
counterpoint to the idea of an imminent borderless world, underscoring the
impact borders have on a range of issues, such as economic development, interand intra-state conflict, global terrorism, migration, nationalism, international law,
environmental sustainability, and natural resource management. Diener and
Hagen demonstrate how and why borders have been, are currently, and will
undoubtedly remain hot topics across the social sciences and in the global
headlines for years to come. This compact volume will appeal to a broad,
interdisciplinary audience of scholars and students, including geographers,
political scientists, anthropologists, sociologists, historians, international relations
and law experts, as well as lay readers interested in understanding current
events.
The languages of the world can be seen and heard in cities and towns, forests
and isolated settlements, as well as on the internet and in international
organizations like the UN or the EU. How did the world acquire so many
languages? Why can't we all speak one language, like English or Esperanto?
And what makes a person bilingual? Multilingualism, language diversity in
society, is a perfect expression of human plurality. About 6,500-7,000 languages
are spoken, written and signed, throughout the linguistic landscape of the world,
by people who communicate in more than one language (at work, or in the family
or community). Many origin myths, like Babel, called it a 'punishment' but
multilingualism makes us who we are and plays a large part of our sense of
belonging. Languages are instruments for interacting with the cultural
environment and their ecology is complex. They can die (Tasmanian), or decline
then revive (Manx and Hawaiian), reconstitute from older forms (modern
Hebrew), gain new status (Catalan and Maori) or become autonomous national
languages (Croatian). Languages can even play a supportive and symbolic role
as some territories pursue autonomy or nationhood, such as in the cases of
Catalonia and Scotland. In this Very Short Introduction John C. Maher shows
how multilingualism offers cultural diversity, complex identities, and alternative
ways of doing and knowing to hybrid identities. Increasing multilingualism is
drastically changing our view of the value of language, and our notion of the part
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language plays in national and cultural identities. At the same time
multilingualism can lead to social and political conflict, unequal power relations,
issues of multiculturalism, and discussions over 'national' or 'official' languages,
with struggles over language rights of local and indigenous communities.
Considering multilingualism in the context of globalization, Maher also looks at
the fate of many endangered languages as they disappear from the world.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
In its heyday in the late 1990s, neoliberalism emerged as the world's dominant
economic paradigm. But the global financial crisis of 2008-9 fundamentally
shocked a globalized economy built on neoliberal assumptions. This VSI
examines the origins, core claims, and considerable variations of neoliberalism
with examples from around the world.
Throughout history, humanity has borne witness to the political and moral challenges
that arise when people place national identity above allegiance to geo-political states or
international communities. This book discusses the concept of nations and nationalism
from social, philosophical, geological, theological and anthropological perspectives. It
examines the subject through conflicts past and present, including recent conflicts in
the Balkans and the Middle East, rather than exclusively focusing on theory. Above all,
this fascinating and comprehensive work clearly shows how feelings of nationalism are
an inescapable part of being human.
No one wants to live in poverty. Few people would want others to do so. Yet, millions of
people worldwide live in poverty. According to the World Bank, over 700 million people
lived on less than US $2 a day in 2013. Why is that? What has been done about it in
the past? And what is being done about it now? In this Very Short Introduction Philip N.
Jefferson explores how the answers to these questions lie in the social, political,
economic, educational, and technological processes that impact all of us throughout our
lives. The degree of vulnerability is all that differentiates us. He shows how a person's
level of vulnerability to adverse changes in their life is very much dependent on the
circumstances of their birth, including where their family lived, the schools they
attended, whether it was peacetime or wartime, whether they had access to clean
water, and whether they are male or female. Arguing that whilst poverty is ancient and
enduring, the conversation about it is always new and evolving, Jefferson looks at the
history of poverty, and the practical and analytical efforts we have made to eradicate it,
and the prospects for further poverty alleviation in the future. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Designed specifically for introductory globalization courses, Introducing Globalization
helps students to develop informed opinions about globalization, inviting them to
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become participants rather than just passive learners. Identifies and explores the major
economic, political and social ties that comprise contemporary global interdependency
Examines a broad sweep of topics, from the rise of transnational corporations and
global commodity chains, to global health challenges and policies, to issues of worker
solidarity and global labor markets, through to emerging forms of global mobility by both
business elites and their critics Written by an award-winning teacher, and enhanced
throughout by numerous empirical examples, maps, tables, an extended bibliography,
glossary of key terms, and suggestions for further reading and student research
Supported by additional web resources – available upon publication at
www.wiley.com/go/sparke – including hot links to news reports, examples of
globalization and other illustrative sites, and archived examples of student projects
Engage with fellow readers of Introducing Globalization on the book's Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/IntroducingGlobalization, or learn more about this topic by
enrolling in the free Coursera course Globalization and You at
www.coursera.org/course/globalization
Together these countries pioneered new technologies that have made them ever richer.
Explores globalization from economic, political, cultural, ideological, and environmental
perspectives, discussing the major causes and consequences of globalization and
whether it is a good or bad phenomenon.
'Globalization' has become a popular buzzword for explaining today's world. The
expression achieved terminological stardom in the 1990s and was soon embraced by
the general public and integrated into numerous languages. This text makes the case
that globalization is not so new after all.
'Globalization' has become one of the defining buzzwords of our time - a term that
describes a variety of accelerating economic, political, cultural, ideological, and
environmental processes that are rapidly altering our experience of the world. It is by its
nature a dynamic topic. This Very Short Introduction has been fully updated for a fourth
edition, to include recent developments in global politics, the global economy, and
environmental issues. Presenting globalization as a multifaceted process
encompassing global, regional, and local aspects of social life, Manfred B. Steger looks
at its causes and effects, examines whether it is a new phenomenon, and explores the
question of whether, ultimately, globalization is a good or a bad thing. In this fourth
edition Steger discusses some of the key features of recent years, such as the EU
fiscal crisis, the rise of robot technology and new war technology with civilian usage
such as drones, the Ebola epidemic in West Africa, and new identity discussions
around gender fluidity and sex change in the media. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of merchants leading camel caravans
across vast stretches to trade exotic goods in glittering Oriental bazaars, of pilgrims
braving bandits and frozen mountain passes to spread their faith across Asia. Looking
at the reality behind these images, this Very Short Introduction illuminates the historical
background against which the silk road flourished, shedding light on the importance of
old-world cultural exchange to Eurasian and world history. On the one hand, historian
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James A. Millward treats the silk road broadly, to stand in for the cross-cultural
communication between peoples across the Eurasian continent since at least the
Neolithic era. On the other, he highlights specific examples of goods and ideas
exchanged between the Mediterranean, Persia, India, and China, along with the
significance of these exchanges. While including silks, spices, and travelers' tales of
colorful locales, the book explains the dynamics of Central Eurasian history that
promoted Silk Road interactions--especially the role of nomad empires--highlighting the
importance of the biological, technological, artistic, intellectual, and religious
interchanges across the continent. Millward shows that these exchanges had a
profound effect on the old world that was akin to, if not on the scale of, modern
globalization. He also disputes the idea that the silk road declined after the collapse of
the Mongol empire or the opening of direct sea routes from Europe to Asia, showing
how silk road phenomena continued through the early modern and modern expansion
of the Russian and Chinese states across Central Asia. Millward concludes that the
idea of the silk road has remained powerful, not only as a popular name for boutiques
and restaurants, but also in modern politics and diplomacy, such as U.S. Secretary of
State Hilary Clinton's "Silk Road Initiative" for India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
Identity has become one of the most widely used terms today, appearing in many
different contexts. Anything and everything has an identity, and identity crises have
become almost equally pervasive. Yet 'identity' is extremely versatile, meaning different
things to different people and in different scientific disciplines. To many its meaning
seems self-evident, since its various uses share common features, so often the term is
used without a definition of what, exactly, is meant by it. This provokes the core
question: What exactly is identity? In this Very Short Introduction Florian Coulmas
provides a survey of the many faces of the concept of identity, and discusses its
significance and varied meanings in the fields of philosophy, sociology, and psychology,
as well as politics and law. Tracing our concern with identity to its deep roots in
Europe's intellectual history, individualism, and the felt need to draw borderlines,
Coulmas identifies the most important features used to mark off individual and
collective identities, and demonstrates why they are deemed important. He concludes
with a glimpse at the many ways in which literature has engaged with problems of
identity throughout history. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
This Very Short Introduction examines the phenomenon of international human
migration - both legal and illegal. Taking a global look at politics, economics, and
globalization, the author presents the human side of topics such as asylum and
refugees, human trafficking, migrant smuggling, development, and the international
labour force.
By addressing the major contemporary challenges to globalization, this study explains
why and how the global continues to matter in our unsettled world.
Globalization is exposing social fissures between those with the education, skills, and
mobility to flourish in an unfettered world market—the apparent "winners"—and those
without. These apparent "losers" are increasingly anxious about their standards of living
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and their precarious place in an integrated world economy. The result is severe tension
between the market and broad sectors of society, with governments caught in the
middle. Compounding the very real problems that need to be addressed by all involved,
the knee-jerk rhetoric of both sides threatens to crowd out rational debate. From the
United States to Europe to Asia, positions are hardening. Dani Rodrik brings a clear
and reasoned voice to these questions. Has Globalization Gone Too Far? takes an
unblinking and objective look at the benefits—and risks—of international economic
integration, and criticizes mainstream economists for downplaying its dangers. It also
makes a unique and persuasive case that the "winners" have as much at stake from the
possible consequences of social instability as the "losers." As Rodrik points out, ". . .
social disintegration is not a spectator sport—those on the sidelines also get splashed
with mud from the field. Ultimately, the deepening of social fissures can harm all."
President Clinton read the book and it provided the conceptual basis for the trade/IMF
portions of his State of the Union message in January 1998.
Introduction; 1 The information revolution; 2 The language of information; 3
Mathematical information; 4 Semantic information; 5 Physical information; 6 Biological
information; 7 Economic information; 8 The ethics of information; Conclusion;
References.
In this Very Short Introduction, Michael Freeden explores the concept of liberalism, one
of the longest-standing and central political theories and ideologies. Combining a
variety of approaches, he distinguishes between liberalism as a political movement, as
a system of ideas, and as a series of ethical and philosophical principles.
Public administration ensures the development and delivery of the essential public
services required for sustaining modern civilization. Covering areas from public safety
and social welfare to transportation and education, the services provided through the
public sector are inextricably part of our daily lives. However, mandatory budgetary cuts
in recent years have caused public administrators to radically re-think how they govern
in the modern age. In this Very Short Introduction Stella Theodoulou and Ravi Roy offer
practical insight into the major challenges confronting the public sector in the globalized
era. Tackling some of the most hotly debated issues of our time, including the
privatization of public services and government surveillance, they take the reader on a
global journey through history to examine the origins, development, and continued
evolution of public administration. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Globalization: The Reader addresses the big issues: communications and global
media, political economy, cultural homogeneity and heterogeneity, new technologies,
tourism, beliefs, and identity.
Children's literature takes many forms - works adapted for children in antiquity, picture
books and pop-ups - and now includes the latest online games and eBooks. This vast
and amorphous subject is both intimately related to other areas of literary and cultural
investigation but also has its own set of concerns, issues and challenges. From familiar
authors including Beatrix Potter and Roald Dahl, classic books such as Pooh, Alice in
Wonderland, and The Secret Garden, to modern works including Harry Potter and the
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Twilight series, thisVery Short Introduction provides an overview of the history of
children's literature as it has developed in English, whilst at the same time introducing
key debates, developments, and figures in the field. Raising questions about what
shape the future of literature for children should take, and exploring the crossover with
adult fiction, Reynolds shows that writing for children - whether on page or screen - has
participated in shaping and directing ideas about culture, society and childhood.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
GlobalizationA Very Short IntroductionOxford University Press

'Globalization' has become one of the defining buzzwords of our time - a term
that describes a variety of accelerating economic, political, cultural, ideological,
and environmental processes that are rapidly altering our experience of the
world. It is by its nature a dynamic topic - and this Very Short Introduction has
been fully updated for a third edition, to include recent developments in global
politics, the global economy, and environmental issues. Presenting globalization
in accessible language as a multifaceted process encompassing global, regional,
and local aspects of social life, Manfred B. Steger looks at its causes and effects,
examines whether it is a new phenomenon, and explores the question of
whether, ultimately, globalization is a good or a bad thing. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
From before history was recorded to the present day, theatre has been a major
artistic form around the world. From puppetry to mimes and street theatre, this
complex art has utilized all other art forms such as dance, literature, music,
painting, sculpture, and architecture. Every aspect of human activity and human
culture can be, and has been, incorporated into the creation of theatre. In this
Very Short Introduction Marvin Carlson takes us through Ancient Greece and
Rome, to Medieval Japan and Europe, to America and beyond, and looks at how
the various forms of theatre have been interpreted and enjoyed. Exploring the
role that theatre artists play — from the actor and director to the designer and
puppet-master, as well as the audience — this is an engaging exploration of what
theatre has meant, and still means, to people of all ages at all times. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
We live today in an interconnected world in which ordinary people can became
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instant online celebrities to fans thousands of miles away, in which religious
leaders can influence millions globally, in which humans are altering the climate
and environment, and in which complex social forces intersect across continents.
This is globalization. In the fifth edition of his bestselling Very Short Introduction
Manfred B. Steger considers the major dimensions of globalization: economic,
political, cultural, ideological, and ecological. He looks at its causes and effects,
and engages with the hotly contested question of whether globalization is,
ultimately, a good or a bad thing. From climate change to the Ebola virus, Donald
Trump to Twitter, trade wars to China's growing global profile, Steger explores
today's unprecedented levels of planetary integration as well as the recent
challenges posed by resurgent national populism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
The 'Industrial Revolution' was a pivotal point in British history that occurred
between the mid-eighteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries and led to far reaching
transformations of society. With the advent of revolutionary manufacturing
technology productivity boomed. Machines were used to spin and weave cloth,
steam engines were used to provide reliable power, and industry was fed by the
construction of the first railways, a great network of arteries feeding the factories.
Cities grew as people shifted from agriculture to industry and commerce. Hand in
hand with the growth of cities came rising levels of pollution and disease. Many
people lost their jobs to the new machinery, whilst working conditions in the
factories were grim and pay was low. As the middle classes prospered, social
unrest ran through the working classes, and the exploitation of workers led to the
growth of trade unions and protest movements. In this Very Short Introduction,
Robert C. Allen analyzes the key features of the Industrial Revolution in Britain,
and the spread of industrialization to other countries. He considers the factors
that combined to enable industrialization at this time, including Britain's position
as a global commercial empire, and discusses the changes in technology and
business organization, and their impact on different social classes and groups.
Introducing the 'winners' and the 'losers' of the Industrial Revolution, he looks at
how the changes were reflected in evolving government policies, and what
contribution these made to the economic transformation. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Fully updated to include the Lisbon treaty, the EU fiscal crisis, and the state of
the Euro currency, this accessible Very Short Introduction shows how and why
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the EU has developed, how its institutions works, and what it does - from the
single market to the Euro, and from agriculture to peace-keeping and the
environment.
The Antarctic is one the most hostile natural environments in the world. It is an
extraordinary physical space, which changes significantly in shape and size with
the passing of the seasons. Politically, it is unique as it contains one of the few
areas of continental space not claimed by any nation-state. Scientifically, the
continental ice sheet has provided us with vital evidence about the Earth's past
climate. In this Very Short Introduction, Klaus Dodds provides a modern account
of Antarctica, highlighting the main issues facing the continent today. Looking at
how the Antarctic has been explored and represented in the last hundred years,
Dodds considers the main exploratory and scientific achievements of the region.
He explains how processes such as globalization mean that the Antarctic is
increasingly involved in a wider circuit of ideas, goods, people, trade, and
governance - all of which have an impact on the future of the region. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Today it is usually not long before a problem gets expressed as a human rights
issue. Indeed, human rights law continues to gain increasing attention
internationally, and must move quickly in order to keep up with a social world that
changes so rapidly. This Very Short Introduction, in its second edition, brings the
issue of human rights up to date, considering the current controversies
surrounding the movement. Discussing torture and arbitrary detention in the
context of counter terrorism, Andrew Clapham also considers new challenges to
human rights in the context of privacy, equality and the right to health. Looking at
the philosophical justification for rights, the historical origins of human rights and
how they are formed in law, Clapham explains what our human rights actually
are, what they might be, and where the human rights movement is heading.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Fashion is a dynamic global industry that plays an important role in the economic,
political, cultural, and social lives of an international audience. It spans high art
and popular culture, and plays a significant role in material and visual culture.
This book introduces fashion's myriad influences and manifestations. Fashion is
explored as a creative force, a business, and a means of communication. From
Karl Lagerfeld's creative reinventions of Chanel's iconic style to the multicultural
reference points of Indian designer Manish Arora, from the spectacular fashion
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shows held in nineteenth century department stores to the mix-and-match styles
of Japanese youth, the book examines the ways that fashion both reflects and
shapes contemporary culture. Using historical and contemporary examples, it
gives a clear understanding of how fashion has developed since the renaissance,
while raising questions about its status, ethical credibility, and influence on
consumers. The book provides insight into the structure of the fashion industry
and how fashions are designed, promoted and consumed, in relation to relevant
historical, social and cultural contexts. It is structured thematically, to look at the
role and development of designers, the growth of shopping and the different
businesses involved in making and selling fashionable clothes. Fashion's
relationship to the wider culture is also explored, by considering its representation
in art and collaborations between designers and artists, the moral controversies
surrounding fashion, and attempts to produce ethical clothing, and the effects of
globalisation on the fashion trade. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
What is capitalism? Is capitalism the same everywhere? Is there an alternative?
The word 'capitalism' is one that is heard and used frequently, but what is
capitalism really all about, and what does it mean? This Very Short Introduction
addresses questions such as 'what is capital?' before discussing the history and
development of capitalism through several detailed case studies, ranging from
the tulipomania of 17th century Holland, the Great Depression of the 1930s, and
in this new edition, the impact of the global financial crisis that started in 2007-8.
James Fulcher looks at the different forms that capitalism takes in Britain, Japan,
Sweden, and the United States, and explores whether capitalism has escaped
the nation-state by going global. It ends by asking whether there is an alternative
to capitalism, discussing socialism, communal and cooperative experiments, and
the alternatives proposed by environmentalists. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
A tour de force examination of the contemporary ideological landscape by one of the world's
leading analysts of globalization.
In Globalization, the author explores the various intermingled aspects that make up the
processes and controversies of globalization; he discusses the history and rise of the concept,
sceptical and critical ideas about it, the debates around a global culture, and the implications of
globalization for work, business, management and organizations. Conceived by Chris Grey as
an antidote to conventional textbooks, each book in the ‘Very Short, Fairly Interesting and
Reasonably Cheap’ series takes a core area of the curriculum and turns it on its head by
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providing a critical and sophisticated overview of the key issues and debates in an informal,
conversational and often humorous way. Suitable for students of international business and
anybody interested in the concept of globalization.
This book presents the first comprehensive survey of the multiple versions of Islam propagated
across geographical, political, and cultural boundaries during the era of modern globalization.
Showing how Islam was transformed through these globalizing transfers, it traces the origins,
expansion and increasing diversification of Global Islam - from individual activists to
organizations and then states - over the past 150 years. Historian Nile Green surveys not only
the familiar venues of Islam in the Middle East and the West, but also Asia and Africa,
explaining the doctrines of a wide variety of political and non-political versions of Islam across
the spectrum from Salafism to Sufism. This Very Short Introduction will help readers to
recognize and compare the various organizations competing to claim the authenticity and
authority of representing the one true Islam.
Are political activists connected to the global justice movement simplistically opposed to
neoliberal globalization? Is their political vision 'incoherent' and their policy proposals 'naïve'
and 'superficial' as is often claimed by the mainstream media? Drawing on dozens of
interviews and rich textual analyses involving nearly fifty global justice organizations linked to
the World Social Forum, the authors of this pioneering study challenge this prevailing view.
They present a compelling case that the global justice movement has actually fashioned a new
political ideology with global reach: 'justice globalism'. Far from being incoherent, justice
globalism possesses a rich and nuanced set of core concepts and powerful ideological claims.
The book investigates how justice globalists respond to global financial crises, to escalating
climate change, and to the global food crisis. It finds justice globalism generating new political
agendas and campaigns to address these pressing problems. Justice globalism, the book
concludes, has much to contribute to solving the serious global challenges of the 21st century.
Justice Globalism will prove a stimulating read for undergraduate and graduate students in the
social sciences and humanities who are taking courses on globalization, global studies and
global justice.
"The main theme of this book is the exploration of the meanings of near islands, of the
archipelago, as the chapters question and analyse the archipelago identity from different
perspectives"-Copyright: bcf3ca0350ca6eeab56e755c29a42b2f
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