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Powerful account of the brutal slaying of a Kansas family
by two young ex-convicts.
Arguing against the widely held belief that technology
and religion are at war with each other, David F. Noble's
groundbreaking book reveals the religious roots and
spirit of Western technology. It links the technological
enthusiasms of the present day with the ancient and
enduring Christian expectation of recovering
humankind's lost divinity. Covering a period of a
thousand years, Noble traces the evolution of the
Western idea of technological development from the
ninth century, when the useful arts became connected to
the concept of redemption, up to the twentieth, when
humans began to exercise God-like knowledge and
powers. Noble describes how technological advance
accelerated at the very point when it was invested with
spiritual significance. By examining the imaginings of
monks, explorers, magi, scientists, Freemasons, and
engineers, this historical account brings to light an other-
worldly inspiration behind the apparently worldly
endeavors by which we habitually define Western
civilization. Thus we see that Isaac Newton devoted his
lifetime to the interpretation of prophecy. Joseph
Priestley was the discoverer of oxygen and a founder of
Unitarianism. Freemasons were early advocates of
industrialization and the fathers of the engineering
profession. Wernher von Braun saw spaceflight as a
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millenarian new beginning for humankind. The narrative
moves into our own time through the technological
enterprises of the last half of the twentieth century:
nuclear weapons, manned space exploration, Artificial
Intelligence, and genetic engineering. Here the book
suggests that the convergence of technology and religion
has outlived its usefulness, that though it once
contributed to human well-being, it has now become a
threat to our survival. Viewed at the dawn of the new
millennium, the technological means upon which we
have come to rely for the preservation and enlargement
of our lives betray an increasing impatience with life and
a disdainful disregard for mortal needs. David F. Noble
thus contends that we must collectively strive to
disabuse ourselves of the inherited religion of technology
and begin rigorously to re-examine our enchantment with
unregulated technological advance.
Winner of 2014 AAAS/Subaru SB&F Prize for Best
Young Adult Science Book Longlisted for the PEN/E.O.
Wilson Literary Science Writing Award One of Nature's
Summer Book Picks One of Publishers Weekly's Top
Ten Spring 2013 Science Books For centuries, we've
toyed with our creature companions, breeding dogs that
herd and hunt, housecats that look like tigers, and
teacup pigs that fit snugly in our handbags. But what
happens when we take animal alteration a step further,
engineering a cat that glows green under ultraviolet light
or cloning the beloved family Labrador? Science has
given us a whole new toolbox for tinkering with life. How
are we using it? In Frankenstein's Cat, the journalist
Emily Anthes takes us from petri dish to pet store as she
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explores how biotechnology is shaping the future of our
furry and feathered friends. As she ventures from bucolic
barnyards to a "frozen zoo" where scientists are storing
DNA from the planet's most exotic creatures, she
discovers how we can use cloning to protect endangered
species, craft prosthetics to save injured animals, and
employ genetic engineering to supply farms with disease-
resistant livestock. Along the way, we meet some of the
animals that are ushering in this astonishing age of
enhancement, including sensor-wearing seals, cyborg
beetles, a bionic bulldog, and the world's first cloned cat.
Through her encounters with scientists, conservationists,
ethicists, and entrepreneurs, Anthes reveals that while
some of our interventions may be trivial (behold: the
GloFish), others could improve the lives of many species-
including our own. So what does biotechnology really
mean for the world's wild things? And what do our brave
new beasts tell us about ourselves? With keen insight
and her trademark spunk, Anthes highlights both the
peril and the promise of our scientific superpowers,
taking us on an adventure into a world where our
grandest science fiction fantasies are fast becoming
reality.
Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus, generally
known as Frankenstein, is a novel written by the British
author Mary Shelley. The title of the novel refers to a
scientist, Victor Frankenstein, who learns how to create
life and creates a being in the likeness of man, but larger
than average and more powerful. In popular culture,
people have tended to refer to the Creature as
"Frankenstein", despite this being the name of the
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scientist. Frankenstein is a novel infused with some
elements of the Gothic novel and the Romantic
movement. It was also a warning against the "over-
reaching" of modern man and the Industrial Revolution,
alluded to in the novel's subtitle, The Modern
Prometheus. The story has had an influence across
literature and popular culture and spawned a complete
genre of horror stories and films. It is arguably
considered the first fully realized science fiction novel.
The original 1818 text of Mary Shelley's classic novel,
with annotations and essays highlighting its scientific,
ethical, and cautionary aspects. Mary Shelley's
Frankenstein has endured in the popular imagination for
two hundred years. Begun as a ghost story by an
intellectually and socially precocious eighteen-year-old
author during a cold and rainy summer on the shores of
Lake Geneva, the dramatic tale of Victor Frankenstein
and his stitched-together creature can be read as the
ultimate parable of scientific hubris. Victor, “the modern
Prometheus,” tried to do what he perhaps should have
left to Nature: create life. Although the novel is most
often discussed in literary-historical terms—as a seminal
example of romanticism or as a groundbreaking early
work of science fiction—Mary Shelley was keenly aware
of contemporary scientific developments and
incorporated them into her story. In our era of synthetic
biology, artificial intelligence, robotics, and climate
engineering, this edition of Frankenstein will resonate
forcefully for readers with a background or interest in
science and engineering, and anyone intrigued by the
fundamental questions of creativity and responsibility.
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This edition of Frankenstein pairs the original 1818
version of the manuscript—meticulously line-edited and
amended by Charles E. Robinson, one of the world's
preeminent authorities on the text—with annotations and
essays by leading scholars exploring the social and
ethical aspects of scientific creativity raised by this
remarkable story. The result is a unique and accessible
edition of one of the most thought-provoking and
influential novels ever written. Essays by Elizabeth Bear,
Cory Doctorow, Heather E. Douglas, Josephine
Johnston, Kate MacCord, Jane Maienschein, Anne K.
Mellor, Alfred Nordmann
Retells, in graphic novel format, Mary Shelley's classic
tale of a monster, assembled by a scientist from parts of
dead bodies, who develops a mind of his own as he
learns to loathe himself and hate his creator.
More than 200 years after it was first published, Mary
Shelley's Frankenstein has stood the test of time as a
gothic masterpiece--a classic work of horror that blurs
the line between man and monster. "If I cannot inspire
love, I will cause fear." For centuries, the story of Victor
Frankenstein and the monster he created has held
readers spellbound. On the surface, it is a novel of tense
and steadily mounting dread. On a more profound level,
it illuminates the triumph and tragedy of the human
condition in its portrayal of a scientist who oversteps the
bounds of conscience, and of a creature tortured by the
solitude of a world in which he does not belong. A novel
of almost hallucinatory intensity, Mary Shelley's
Frankenstein represents one of the most striking
flowerings of the Romantic imagination.
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Slowly I learnt the ways of humans: how to ruin, how to
hate, how to debase, how to humiliate. And at the feet of
my master I learnt the highest of human skills, the skill
no other creature owns: I finally learnt how to lie.
Childlike in his innocence but grotesque in form,
Frankenstein's bewildered creature is cast out into a
hostile universe by his horror-struck maker. Meeting with
cruelty wherever he goes, the friendless Creature,
increasingly desperate and vengeful, determines to track
down his creator and strike a terrifying deal. Urgent
concerns of scientific responsibility, parental neglect,
cognitive development and the nature of good and evil
are embedded within this thrilling and deeply disturbing
classic gothic tale. Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, adapted
for the stage by Nick Dear, premiered at the National
Theatre, London, in February 2011.
'Things Fall Apart' tells the story of Okonkwo, an
important man in the Igbo tribe in the days when white
men were first on the scene. Okonkwo becomes exiled
from his tribe, as a result of his pride and his fears, with
tragic consequences.
Ambition will fuel him. Competition will drive him. But
power has its price.
Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus is a novel
written by Mary Shelley about a creature produced by an
unorthodox scientific experiment. Shelley started writing
the story when she was nineteen, and the novel was
published when she was twenty-one. The first edition
was published anonymously in London in 1818. Shelley's
name appears on the second edition, published in
France in 1823. The original 1818 'Uncensored' Edition
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of Frankenstein as first published anonymously in 1818.
This original version is much more true to the spirit of the
author's original intentions than the heavily revised 1831
edition, edited by Shelley, in part, because of pressure to
make the story more conservative. Many scholars prefer
the 1818 text to the more common 1831 edition. Mary
Wollstonecraft Shelley (1797–1851) was an English
novelist, short story writer, dramatist, essayist,
biographer, and travel writer, best known for her Gothic
novel Frankenstein: or, The Modern Prometheus.
FrankensteinBen Holden-Crowther
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • NATIONAL
BESTSELLER • An audacious, darkly glittering novel set
in the eerie days of civilization’s collapse—the
spellbinding story of a Hollywood star, his would-be
savior, and a nomadic group of actors roaming the
scattered outposts of the Great Lakes region, risking
everything for art and humanity. Now an original series
on HBO Max. Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the
night Arthur Leander, the famous Hollywood actor, had a
heart attack on stage during a production of King Lear.
That was the night when a devastating flu pandemic
arrived in the city, and within weeks, civilization as we
know it came to an end. Twenty years later, Kirsten
moves between the settlements of the altered world with
a small troupe of actors and musicians. They call
themselves The Traveling Symphony, and they have
dedicated themselves to keeping the remnants of art and
humanity alive. But when they arrive in St. Deborah by
the Water, they encounter a violent prophet who will
threaten the tiny band’s existence. And as the story
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takes off, moving back and forth in time, and vividly
depicting life before and after the pandemic, the strange
twist of fate that connects them all will be revealed. Look
for Emily St. John Mandel’s new novel, Sea of
Tranquility, coming in April 2022!
Mary Shelley began writing Frankenstein when she was
only eighteen. At once a Gothic thriller, a passionate
romance, and a cautionary tale about the dangers of
science, Frankenstein tells the story of committed
science student Victor Frankenstein. Obsessed with
discovering the cause of generation and life and
bestowing animation upon lifeless matter, Frankenstein
assembles a human being from stolen body parts but;
upon bringing it to life, he recoils in horror at the
creature's hideousness. Tormented by isolation and
loneliness, the once-innocent creature turns to evil and
unleashes a campaign of murderous revenge against his
creator, Frankenstein.Frankenstein, an instant bestseller
and an important ancestor of both the horror and science
fiction genres, not only tells a terrifying story, but also
raises profound, disturbing questions about the very
nature of life and the place of humankind within the
cosmos: What does it mean to be human? What
responsibilities do we have to each other? How far can
we go in tampering with Nature? In our age, filled with
news of organ donation genetic engineering, and bio-
terrorism, these questions are more relevant than ever.
A forceful and accessible discussion of Christian belief
that has become one of the most popular introductions to
Christianity and one of the most popular of Lewis's
books. Uncovers common ground upon which all
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Christians can stand together.
The Last Man is an apocalyptic, dystopian science fiction
novel by Mary Shelley, which was first published in 1826.
The book describes a future Earth at the time of the late
21st Century, ravaged by an unknown pandemic which
quickly sweeps across the world. It also includes a
discussion of English culture as a republic, with Mary
Shelley sitting in meetings of the House of Commons to
gain an insight into the governmental political system of
the romantic era. Within the novel, she dedicates it highly
to her husband, Percy Bysshe Shelley who drowned in a
shipwreck four years before the book's publication. It is
also dedicated to her dear friend Lord Byron who adored
the Greek isles which were eventually his place of death.
The #1 New York Times bestselling novel and basis for
the Academy Award-winning film—a timeless and
universal story about the lines we abide by, and the ones
we don’t—nominated as one of America’s best-loved
novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. Aibileen is
a black maid in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, who’s always
taken orders quietly, but lately she’s unable to hold her
bitterness back. Her friend Minny has never held her
tongue but now must somehow keep secrets about her
employer that leave her speechless. White socialite
Skeeter just graduated college. She’s full of ambition,
but without a husband, she’s considered a failure.
Together, these seemingly different women join together
to write a tell-all book about work as a black maid in the
South, that could forever alter their destinies and the life
of a small town...
Max is used to being called Stupid. And he is used to
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everyone being scared of him. On account of his size
and looking like his dad. Kevin is used to being called
Dwarf. On account of his size and being some cripple
kid. But greatness comes in all sizes, and together Max
and Kevin become Freak The Mighty and walk high
above the world. An inspiring, heartbreaking, multi-award
winning international bestseller.
To stop Hatch from using the Elgen fleet to gain world
power, Michael and the rest of the Electroclan must
destroy the lead ship, but divisions within the Electroclan
threaten the success of their operation.
In the aftermath of a small-town school shooting, lawyer
Jordan McAfee finds himself defending a youth who
desperately needs someone on his side, while detective
Patrick Ducharme works with the primary witness--the
daughter of the judge assigned to the case.
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY HELEN SIMPSON From
familiar fairy tales and legends âe" Red Riding Hood,
Bluebeard, Puss in Boots, Beauty and the Beast,
vampires and werewolves âe" Angela Carter has created
an absorbing collection of dark, sensual, fantastic
stories.
Based on some of literature’s horror and science fiction
classics, this “tour de force of reclaiming the narrative,
executed with impressive wit and insight” (Publishers
Weekly, starred review) debut is the story of a
remarkable group of women who come together to solve
the mystery of a series of gruesome murders—and the
bigger mystery of their own origins. Mary Jekyll, alone
and penniless following her parents’ death, is curious
about the secrets of her father’s mysterious past. One
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clue in particular hints that Edward Hyde, her father’s
former friend and a murderer, may be nearby, and there
is a reward for information leading to his capture…a
reward that would solve all of her immediate financial
woes. But her hunt leads her to Hyde’s daughter, Diana,
a feral child left to be raised by nuns. With the assistance
of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson, Mary continues her
search for the elusive Hyde, and soon befriends more
women, all of whom have been created through terrifying
experimentation: Beatrice Rappaccini, Catherin Moreau,
and Justine Frankenstein. When their investigations lead
them to the discovery of a secret society of immoral and
power-crazed scientists, the horrors of their past return.
Now it is up to the monsters to finally triumph over the
monstrous.
Add this collection of 21 enchanting arrangements
(including "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence," "Bring a
Torch, Jeanette, Isabella," and "The Holly and the Ivy")to
your Christmas gig bag. These renditions shine as solos
but have the richnessto cut through background chatter
at a holiday party. Evoking an ancient rather than
modern setting, they contain variations that intermediate
through advanced harpists will find both intricate and
satisfying. The entire book can be played cover-to-cover
in fifty-five minutes. Suitable for lever harps with 33
strings or more. Contains dynamics, chords, and some
fingering suggestions.
“Both timely and terrifying.” —Gregory Macguire, New
York Times–bestselling author of Wicked Pairing free
verse with over three hundred pages of black-and-white
watercolor illustrations, Mary’s Monster is a unique and
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stunning biography of Mary Shelley, the pregnant
teenage runaway who became one of the greatest
authors of all time. Legend is correct that Mary Shelley
began penning Frankenstein in answer to a dare to write
a ghost story. What most people don't know, however, is
that the seeds of her novel had been planted long before
that night. By age nineteen, she had been disowned by
her family, was living in scandal with a married man, and
had lost her baby daughter just days after her birth. Mary
poured her grief, pain, and passion into the powerful
book still revered two hundred years later, and in Mary's
Monster, author/illustrator Lita Judge has poured her
own passion into a gorgeous book that pays tribute to
the life of this incredible author. A 2019 NCSS-CBC
Notable Social Studies Trade Book A 2019 Amelia
Bloomer Project Book This title has Common Core
connections.
A wildly creative Gothic fantasy retelling of
Frankenstein, This Monstrous Thing is a wholly new
reimagining of the classic novel by Mary Shelley and
is perfect for fans of retellings such as Cinder by
Marissa Meyer, fantasy by Libba Bray and
Cassandra Clare, and alternative history by Scott
Westerfeld. In an alternative fantasy world where
some men are made from clockwork parts and
carriages are steam powered, Alasdair Finch, a
young mechanic, does the unthinkable after his
brother dies: he uses clockwork pieces to bring
Oliver back from the dead. But the resurrection does
not go as planned, and Oliver returns more monster
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than man. Even worse, the novel Frankenstein is
published and the townsfolk are determined to find
the real-life doctor and his monster. With few places
to turn for help, the dangers may ultimately bring the
brothers together—or ruin them forever.
This is the classic tale of "Frankenstein," first
published in 1818 by Mary Shelley. It tells the story
of Victor Frankenstein, a young scientist who creates
a grotesque creature. The book is written in the form
of letters and narratives by multiple narrators.
THE NATIONAL BESTSELLER * ONE OF
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY'S AND SHEREADS'
BOOKS TO READ AFTER THE HANDMAID'S TALE
"[An] electrifying debut."--O, The Oprah Magazine
"The real-life parallels will make you
shiver."--Cosmopolitan Set in a United States in
which half the population has been silenced, Vox is
the harrowing, unforgettable story of what one
woman will do to protect herself and her daughter.
On the day the government decrees that women are
no longer allowed more than one hundred words per
day, Dr. Jean McClellan is in denial. This can't
happen here. Not in America. Not to her. Soon
women are not permitted to hold jobs. Girls are not
taught to read or write. Females no longer have a
voice. Before, the average person spoke sixteen
thousand words each day, but now women have
only one hundred to make themselves heard. For
herself, her daughter, and every woman silenced,
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Jean will reclaim her voice. This is just the
beginning...not the end. One of Good Morning
America's "Best Books to Bring to the Beach This
Summer" One of PopSugar, Refinery29,
Entertainment Weekly, Bustle, Real Simple, i09, and
Amazon's Best Books to Read in August 2018
Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject
English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,
grade: 1,0, University of Bayreuth, course:
Proseminar, 9 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: Civilization has developed itself
from nature, but it has also changed nature in the
process. Apart from theories of much cited social
analysts like Rousseau or John Locke, one equally
well known example is that of man as the hunter: in
his natural state, man only hunted to find food, to
ensure the survival of himself and his family. In our
society, humans do not have to hunt their food by
themselves anymore, but we still don't seem to have
lost our natural instincts, our natural aggressions.
One logical consequence is that we direct our
aggressions towards each other, that we decimate
our own species; the problem is, however, that
natural reasons like ensuring the best breed possible
don't exist anymore, that we don't have explanations
why we kill each other apparently at random. Tim
Marshall writes about a crime known as 'The
Edinburgh scandal', which took place in the years of
1828 and 1829. Dr. Robert Knox, an anatomist from
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Edinburgh and very engaged in the newly upcoming
art of dissection, employed two criminals to bring him
fresh corpses for his dissections. At this time, grave
robbing in order to obtain corpses was an usual
occurrence in British graveyards, but in this case the
acquired 'objects' didn't come from those who had
died naturally, but from people who had been
murdered only for the sake of dissection. The reason
for these murders was science, and with it
civilization, therefore human nature was misused for
the sake of science which in turn needed the bodies
to explore the secrets nature still withheld from
science. The resemblance to Mary Shelley's novel is
apparent. But in Frankenstein, nature and civilization
are also set in opposition to each other by the
attributes they are given: nature as feminine,
civilization as masculine. S
"Grimly enlivens the prose while retaining its power
to both frighten and engage sympathy for the
monster-creator Victor Frankenstein. This is a richly
morose nightmare of a book, a primer for young
readers on the pleasures and dangers of decadent
languidness."—New York Times Book Review Gris
Grimly's Frankenstein is a twisted, fresh, and utterly
original full-length, full-color graphic-novel adaptation
of Mary Shelley's original text, brought to life by
acclaimed illustrator Gris Grimly. The first fully
illustrated version to use the original 1818 text, this
handsome volume is destined to capture the
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imagination of those new to the story as well as
those who know it well. New York Times bestselling
illustrator Gris Grimly has long considered
Frankenstein to be one of his chief inspirations.
From the bones and flesh of the original, he has cut
and stitched Mary Shelley's text to his own artwork,
creating something entirely new: a stunningly original
remix, both classic and contemporary, sinister and
seductive, heart-stopping and heartbreaking.
WITH BONUS MATERIAL: Pages from Victor
Frankenstein's sketchbook and an excerpt from the
upcoming sequel, Such Wicked Intent, available
August 2012. Victor Frankenstein leads a charmed
life. He and his twin brother, Konrad, and their
beautiful cousin Elizabeth take lessons at home and
spend their spare time fencing and horseback riding.
Along with their friend Henry, they have explored all
the hidden passageways and secret rooms of the
palatial Frankenstein chateau. Except one. The Dark
Library contains ancient tomes written in strange
languages, and filled with forbidden knowledge.
Their father makes them promise never to visit the
library again, but when Konrad becomes deathly ill,
Victor knows he must find the book that contains the
recipe for the legendary Elixir of Life. The elixir
needs only three ingredients. But impossible odds,
dangerous alchemy and a bitter love triangle
threaten their quest at every turn. Victor knows he
must not fail. But his success depends on how far he
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is willing to push the boundaries of nature, science
and love—and how much he is willing to sacrifice.
Tells the story of a high school history class
experiment that frighteningly demonstrated the
power of fascism.
New York, Los Angeles, and Washington, D.C., have
been abandoned. The Bill of Rights has been
revoked, and replaced with the Moral Statutes.
There are no more police—instead, there are soldiers.
There are no more fines for bad behavior—instead,
there are arrests, trials, and maybe worse. People
who get arrested usually don't come back.
Seventeen-year-old Ember Miller is old enough to
remember that things weren't always this way. Living
with her rebellious single mother, it's hard for her to
forget that people weren't always arrested for
reading the wrong books or staying out after dark.
It's hard to forget that life in the United States used
to be different. Ember has perfected the art of
keeping a low profile. She knows how to get the
things she needs, like food stamps and hand-me-
down clothes, and how to pass the random home
inspections by the military. Her life is as close to
peaceful as circumstances allow. That is, until her
mother is arrested for noncompliance with Article 5
of the Moral Statutes. And one of the arresting
officers is none other than Chase Jennings...the only
boy Ember has ever loved. At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
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Management Software (DRM) applied.
William Golding’s unforgettable classic of boyhood adventure
and the savagery of humanity comes to Penguin Classics in a
stunning Graphic Deluxe Edition with a new foreword by Lois
Lowry As provocative today as when it was first published in
1954, Lord of the Flies continues to ignite passionate debate
with its startling, brutal portrait of human nature. William
Golding’s compelling story about a group of very ordinary
boys marooned on a coral island has been labeled a parable,
an allegory, a myth, a morality tale, a parody, a political
treatise, and even a vision of the apocalypse. But above all, it
has earned its place as one of the indisputable classics of the
twentieth century for readers of any age. This Penguin
Classics Graphic Deluxe Edition features an array of special
features to supplement the novel, including a foreword by
Lois Lowry, an introduction by Stephen King, an essay by E.
M. Forster, an essay on teaching and reading the novel and
suggestions for further exploration by scholar Jennifer
Buehler, and an extended note by E. L. Epstein, the publisher
of the first American paperback edition of Lord of the Flies.
For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors,
as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
Paradise Lost is an epic poem in blank verse by the 17th-
century English poet John Milton (1608-1674). The first
version, published in 1667, consists of ten books with over
ten thousand lines of verse. It is considered to be Milton's
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masterpiece, and it helped solidify his reputation as one of
the greatest English poets of his time. The poem concerns
the biblical story of the Fall of Man: the temptation of Adam
and Eve by the fallen angel Satan and their expulsion from
the Garden of Eden. Paradise Lost. Based on true events,
this is the harrowing story of a Canadian surfer who gets
naively sucked into the glamorous criminal underworld of a
Colombian drug cartel ruled by Pablo Escobar.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A NEW YORK
TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2018 ONE OF THE
ECONOMIST'S BOOKS OF THE YEAR AND A PERFECT
HOLIDAY GIFT "My new favorite book of all time." --Bill
Gates If you think the world is coming to an end, think again:
people are living longer, healthier, freer, and happier lives,
and while our problems are formidable, the solutions lie in the
Enlightenment ideal of using reason and science. Is the world
really falling apart? Is the ideal of progress obsolete? In this
elegant assessment of the human condition in the third
millennium, cognitive scientist and public intellectual Steven
Pinker urges us to step back from the gory headlines and
prophecies of doom, which play to our psychological biases.
Instead, follow the data: In seventy-five jaw-dropping graphs,
Pinker shows that life, health, prosperity, safety, peace,
knowledge, and happiness are on the rise, not just in the
West, but worldwide. This progress is not the result of some
cosmic force. It is a gift of the Enlightenment: the conviction
that reason and science can enhance human flourishing. Far
from being a naïve hope, the Enlightenment, we now know,
has worked. But more than ever, it needs a vigorous defense.
The Enlightenment project swims against currents of human
nature--tribalism, authoritarianism, demonization, magical
thinking--which demagogues are all too willing to exploit.
Many commentators, committed to political, religious, or
romantic ideologies, fight a rearguard action against it. The
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result is a corrosive fatalism and a willingness to wreck the
precious institutions of liberal democracy and global
cooperation. With intellectual depth and literary flair,
Enlightenment Now makes the case for reason, science, and
humanism: the ideals we need to confront our problems and
continue our progress.
The events of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein unfold from the
perspective of Elizabeth Lavenza, who is adopted as a child
by the Frankensteins as a companion for their volatile son
Victor.
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