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Figurative Language This Reading Mama
“Nelson’s pictures, a jaw-dropping union of African textiles collaged with oil paintings,
brilliantly capture the villagers’ clothing and the greening landscape…This is, in a word,
stunning.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Nelson’s (We Are the Ship) breathtaking
portraits of Maathai often have a beatific quality; bright African textiles represent fields,
mountains, and Maathai’s beloved trees…Napoli (The Earth Shook) creates a vivid portrait of
the community from which Maathai’s tree-planting mission grows.” —Publishers Weekly
(starred review) “A beautiful introduction for children just learning about the Greenbelt
Movement.” —School Library Journal Anne Izard Storytellers’ Choice Award CBC/NCSS
Notable Social Studies Trade Book CCBC Choices (Cooperative Children’s Book Council)
California Collections NAACP Image Award Nominee Through artful prose and beautiful
illustrations, Donna Jo Napoli and Kadir Nelson tell the true story of Wangari Muta Maathai,
known as “Mama Miti,” who in 1977 founded the Green Belt Movement, an African grassroots
organization that has empowered many people to mobilize and combat deforestation, soil
erosion, and environmental degradation. Today more than 30 million trees have been planted
throughout Mama Miti’s native Kenya, and in 2004 she became the first African woman to win
the Nobel Peace Prize. Wangari Muta Maathai has changed Kenya tree by tree—and with each
page turned, children will realize their own ability to positively impact the future.
A spunky African American girl has a hula-hooping competition with her friends in Harlem, and
soon everyone in the neighborhood--young and old alike--joins in on the fun.
Three selfish frogs quarrel over who owns their pond and island, until a storm makes them
value the benefits of sharing.
“An intense snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.” —Booklist (starred
review) “Astonishing.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “A tour de force.” —Publishers Weekly
(starred review) A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott King Honor Book A Printz Honor Book
A Time Best YA Book of All Time (2021) A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young
Adult Literature Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature Winner
of the Walter Dean Myers Award An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult Fiction
Parents’ Choice Gold Award Winner An Entertainment Weekly Best YA Book of 2017 A
Vulture Best YA Book of 2017 A Buzzfeed Best YA Book of 2017 An ode to Put the Damn
Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel
that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to decide whether or not he’s
going to murder the guy who killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. A piece. A biscuit. A burner.
A heater. A chopper. A gat. A hammer A tool for RULE Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what
fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother Shawn
was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where
Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was
his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or
does he? As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who
gave Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even
loaded. And that’s when Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have
fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his
gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this
through, the door to the next floor opens. A teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from
Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but she knew him. Knew. When they were
eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and Will had tried to cover her, but she
was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth floor elevator stop, is, what if Will,
Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, MISSES. And so it goes, the
whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop someone
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connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he thinks he
knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that elevator. Told in short, fierce
staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.
The Newbery Medal and Coretta Scott King Award-winning classic about a boy who decides to
hit the road to find his father—from Christopher Paul Curtis, author of The Watsons Go To
Birmingham—1963, a Newbery and Coretta Scott King Honoree. It’s 1936, in Flint Michigan.
Times may be hard, and ten-year-old Bud may be a motherless boy on the run, but Bud’s got
a few things going for him: 1. He has his own suitcase full of special things. 2. He’s the author
of Bud Caldwell’s Rules and Things for Having a Funner Life and Making a Better Liar Out of
Yourself. 3. His momma never told him who his father was, but she left a clue: flyers
advertising Herman E. Calloway and his famous band, the Dusky Devastators of the
Depression!!!!!! Bud’s got an idea that those flyers will lead him to his father. Once he decides
to hit the road to find this mystery man, nothing can stop him—not hunger, not fear, not
vampires, not even Herman E. Calloway himself. AN ALA BEST BOOK FOR YOUNG ADULTS
AN ALA NOTABLE CHILDREN'S BOOK AN IRA CHILDREN'S BOOK AWARD WINNER
NAMED TO 14 STATE AWARD LISTS “The book is a gem, of value to all ages, not just the
young people to whom it is aimed.” —The Christian Science Monitor “Will keep readers
engrossed from first page to last.” —Publishers Weekly, Starred “Curtis writes with a razor-
sharp intelligence that grabs the reader by the heart and never lets go. . . . This highly
recommended title [is] at the top of the list of books to be read again and again.” —Voice of
Youth Advocates, Starred From the Hardcover edition.
It's simple: If children don't understand what they read, they will never embrace reading. And
that limits what they can learn while in school. This fact frightens parents, worries teachers,
and ultimately hurts children. 7 Keys to Comprehension is the result of cutting-edge research.
It gives parents and teachers—those who aren't already using this valuable program—practical,
thoughtful advice about the seven simple thinking strategies that proficient readers use: •
Connecting reading to their background knowledge • Creating sensory images • Asking
questions • Drawing inferences • Determining what's important • Synthesizing ideas • Solving
problems Easily understood, easily applied, and proven successful, this essential educational
tool helps parents and teachers to turn reading into a fun and rewarding adventure.
How far would you go to find something that might not even exist? All her life, Cricket's mama
has told her stories about a secret room painted by a mysterious artist. Now Mama's run off,
and Cricket thinks the room might be the answer to getting her to come back. If it exists. And if
she can find it. Cricket's first clue is a coin from a grown-over ghost town in the woods. So with
her daddy's old guidebook and a coat full of snacks stolen from the Cash 'n' Carry, Cricket runs
away to find the room. Surviving in the woods isn't easy. While Cricket camps out in an old tree
house and looks for clues, she meets the last resident of the ghost town, encounters a poetry-
loving dog (who just might hold a key to part of the puzzle), and discovers that sometimes you
have to get a little lost . . . to really find your way.
Dissuaded by his mother from confronting soldiers who have murdered a neighbor in his 1981
Guatemalan village, young Carlos joins a band of guerillas in the hope of carrying a warning to
his grandmother's mountaintop home.
This lyrical and stunning picture book tells a story about learning to love and celebrate
your Asian-shaped eyes, in the of spirit of Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry. "This tale of
self-acceptance and respect for one’s roots is breathtaking.” —Kirkus (starred review) A
young Asian girl notices that her eyes look different from her peers'. They have big,
round eyes and long lashes. She realizes that her eyes are like her mother’s, her
grandmother's, and her little sister's. They have eyes that kiss in the corners and glow
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like warm tea, crinkle into crescent moons, and are filled with stories of the past and
hope for the future. Drawing from the strength of these powerful women in her life, she
recognizes her own beauty and discovers a path to self love and empowerment. This
powerful, poetic picture book will resonate with readers of all ages and is a celebration
of diversity.
Esperanza Rising joins the Scholastic Gold line, which features award-winning and
beloved novels. Includes exclusive bonus content! Esperanza thought she'd always live
a privileged life on her family's ranch in Mexico. She'd always have fancy dresses, a
beautiful home filled with servants, and Mama, Papa, and Abuelita to care for her. But a
sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California and settle in a
Mexican farm labor camp. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard work, financial struggles
brought on by the Great Depression, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When Mama
gets sick and a strike for better working conditions threatens to uproot their new life,
Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances-because Mama's
life, and her own, depend on it.
New York Times bestselling author Jennifer A. Nielsen transports readers to a corner of
history with this inspiring story of a girl who discovers the strength of her people united
in resisting oppression.
Young Cassie Logan endures humiliation and witnesses the racism of the KKK as they
embark on a cross-burning rampage, before she fully understands the importance her
family attributes to having land of their own.
A classic tale by Newbery Medalist Kate DiCamillo, America's beloved storyteller. One
summer’s day, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni goes down to the local supermarket for
some groceries – and comes home with a dog. But Winn-Dixie is no ordinary dog. It’s
because of Winn-Dixie that Opal begins to make friends. And it’s because of Winn-
Dixie that she finally dares to ask her father about her mother, who left when Opal was
three. In fact, as Opal admits, just about everything that happens that summer is
because of Winn-Dixie. Featuring a new cover illustration by E. B. Lewis and an excerpt
of Kate DiCamillo's newest novel, Raymie Nightingale.
Celebrating all the beautiful browns in one child’s colorful family Mama’s brown is
chocolate, clear, dark, and sweet. Daddy’s brown is autumn leaf, or like a field of
wheat. Granny’s brown is like honey, and Papa’s like caramel. In this loving and lovely
ode to the color brown, a boy describes the many beautiful hues of his family, including
his own—gingerbread.
National bestseller 2017 National Book Critics Circle (NBCC) Finalist ABA Indies
Introduce Winter / Spring 2017 Selection Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers
Spring 2017 Selection ALA 2018 Notable Books Selection An intimate and poignant
graphic novel portraying one family’s journey from war-torn Vietnam, from debut author
Thi Bui. This beautifully illustrated and emotional story is an evocative memoir about
the search for a better future and a longing for the past. Exploring the anguish of
immigration and the lasting effects that displacement has on a child and her family, Bui
documents the story of her family’s daring escape after the fall of South Vietnam in the
1970s, and the difficulties they faced building new lives for themselves. At the heart of
Bui’s story is a universal struggle: While adjusting to life as a first-time mother, she
ultimately discovers what it means to be a parent—the endless sacrifices, the unnoticed
gestures, and the depths of unspoken love. Despite how impossible it seems to take on
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the simultaneous roles of both parent and child, Bui pushes through. With haunting,
poetic writing and breathtaking art, she examines the strength of family, the importance
of identity, and the meaning of home. In what Pulitzer Prize–winning novelist Viet Thanh
Nguyen calls “a book to break your heart and heal it,” The Best We Could Do brings to
life Thi Bui’s journey of understanding, and provides inspiration to all of those who
search for a better future while longing for a simpler past.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST YA
BOOKS OF ALL TIME The extraordinary, beloved novel about the ability of books to
feed the soul even in the darkest of times. When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It
is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier,
and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich,
who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters
something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father,
she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing
raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted writing
that burns with intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the
Messenger, has given us one of the most enduring stories of our time. “The kind of
book that can be life-changing.” —The New York Times “Deserves a place on the same
shelf with The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank.” —USA Today DON’T MISS
BRIDGE OF CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.
Explains what alliteration is and how it is used in sentences.
Owl MoonPenguin
A sleepy polar bear cub asks its mother questions about the night sky as he gets
ready to go to sleep.
A collection of winter poems ranging from late fall to early spring, by such authors
as Shakespeare, Edgar Allan Poe, and Wallace Stevens.
A young girl tries to catch her favorite chicken on her grandmother's farm, until
she learns something about the hen that makes her change her ways and she
discovers that sometimes it is just as satisfying not to catch chickens as it is to
catch them.
I just don't know what's going onOr why it has to beBut every day it's something
worseWhat's happening to me?So begins this uproarious new story from the best-
selling creator of No Jumping on the Bed!,Green Wilma, and other popular
books. The young narrator has discovered a disturbing trend: There's fuzz in his
belly button his toes are peeling and something just fell out of his nose. The last
straw is a loose tooth, which convinces him of the awful truth his parts are
coming unglued!Parts deals with a subject of deepest interest to every young
child: the stuff our bodies shed. Parents will appreciate the reassuring message
that it's all quite normal, while Tedd Arnold's comical illustrations and rhyming
text are guaranteed to make young readers laugh their heads off.
A Caldecott and Coretta Scott King Honor Book Mama’s love is brighter than the
sun, even on the rainiest of days. This celebration of a mother-daughter
relationship is perfect for sharing with little ones! On a rainy day when the house
smells like cinnamon and Papa and Luca are still asleep, when the clouds are
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wearing shadows and the wind paints the window with beads of water, I want to
be everywhere Mama is. With lyrical prose and a tender touch, the Caldecott and
Coretta Scott King Honor Book Mama and Me is an ode to the strength of the
bond between a mother and a daughter as they spend a rainy day together.
During the Depression, a rural black family deeply attached to the forest on their
land tries to save it from being cut down by an unscrupulous white man.
Mama Panya has just enough money to buy ingredients for a few pancakes, so
when her son Adika invites all their friends to join them, she is sure there will not
be enough to go around. With facts about Kenya and Kiswahili.
When a little red pen accidentally falls into the waste basket while trying to
correct papers all by herself, the other classroom supplies must cooperate to
rescue her.
In 1969 twelve-year-old Mimi and her family move to an all-white town in
Vermont, where Mimi's mixed-race background and interest in "boyish" topics like
astronomy make her feel like an outsider.
Newbery Medalist Karen Hesse recreates the body and soul-renewing
experience of a summer downpour after a sweltering city heat wave.
Go Figure! Exploring Figurative Language highlights a variety of common idioms
and proverbs for students in grades 5-8. Students will deepen their skills in
writing, understanding word meanings, and using context clues with this
engaging classroom resource. Based on today's standards, this resource
includes 20 content-based lessons in the areas of science, social studies, and
mathematics. Teacher overview pages, student activities, and digital resources
are included.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK • The dramatic story of the Flint water
crisis, by a relentless physician who stood up to power. “Stirring . . . [a] blueprint
for all those who believe . . . that ‘the world . . . should be full of people raising
their voices.’”—The New York Times “Revealing, with the gripping intrigue of a
Grisham thriller.” —O: The Oprah Magazine Here is the inspiring story of how Dr.
Mona Hanna-Attisha, alongside a team of researchers, parents, friends, and
community leaders, discovered that the children of Flint, Michigan, were being
exposed to lead in their tap water—and then battled her own government and a
brutal backlash to expose that truth to the world. Paced like a scientific thriller,
What the Eyes Don’t See reveals how misguided austerity policies, broken
democracy, and callous bureaucratic indifference placed an entire city at risk.
And at the center of the story is Dr. Mona herself—an immigrant, doctor, scientist,
and mother whose family’s activist roots inspired her pursuit of justice. What the
Eyes Don’t See is a riveting account of a shameful disaster that became a tale of
hope, the story of a city on the ropes that came together to fight for justice, self-
determination, and the right to build a better world for their—and all of
our—children. Praise for What the Eyes Don’t See “It is one thing to point out a
problem. It is another thing altogether to step up and work to fix it. Mona Hanna-
Attisha is a true American hero.”—Erin Brockovich “A clarion call to live a life of
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purpose.”—The Washington Post “Gripping . . . entertaining . . . Her book has
power precisely because she takes the events she recounts so personally. . . .
Moral outrage present on every page.”—The New York Times Book Review
“Personal and emotional. . . She vividly describes the effects of lead poisoning
on her young patients. . . . She is at her best when recounting the detective work
she undertook after a tip-off about lead levels from a friend. . . . ?Flint will not be
defined by this crisis,’ vows Ms. Hanna-Attisha.”—The Economist “Flint is a
public health disaster. But it was Dr. Mona, this caring, tough pediatrican turned
detective, who cracked the case.”—Rachel Maddow
A poignant, laugh-out-loud illustrated middle-grade novel about an eleven-year-
old boy's immigration experience, his annoying little brother, and their cake-
baking hijinks! "Pie in the Sky is like enjoying a decadent cake . . . heartwarming
and rib-tickling." —Terri Libenson, bestselling author of Invisible Emmie
Sometimes life isn't a piece of cake . . . When Jingwen moves to a new country,
he feels like he’s landed on Mars. School is torture, making friends is impossible
since he doesn’t speak English, and he's often stuck looking after his (extremely
irritating) little brother, Yanghao. To distract himself from the loneliness, Jingwen
daydreams about making all the cakes on the menu of Pie in the Sky, the bakery
his father had planned to open before he unexpectedly passed away. The only
problem is his mother has laid down one major rule: the brothers are not to use
the oven while she's at work. As Jingwen and Yanghao bake elaborate cakes,
they'll have to cook up elaborate excuses to keep the cake making a secret from
Mama. In her hilarious, moving middle-grade debut, Remy Lai delivers a
scrumptious combination of vibrant graphic art and pitch-perfect writing that will
appeal to fans of Shannon Hale and LeUyen Pham's Real Friends, Kelly Yang's
Front Desk, and Jerry Craft's New Kid. A Junior Library Guild selection! * "Like
salted caramel, a perfect balance of flavors, this deftly drawn story is a heartfelt
treat." —Kirkus Reviews, STARRED review "Seamlessly mixes together equal
parts of humor, loss, identity, discovery, and love to create a delicious concoction
of a story. . . illustrated beautifully with Lai's insightful drawings." —Veera
Hiranandani, Newbery Honor-winning author of The Night Diary
Presents the text of Alice Walker's story "Everyday Use"; contains background
essays that provide insight into the story; and features a selection of critical
response. Includes a chronology and an interview with the author.
A 2019 NEWBERY HONOR BOOK "A gripping, nuanced story of the human cost of
conflict appropriate for both children and adults." -Kirkus, starred review In the vein of
Inside Out and Back Again and The War That Saved My Life comes a poignant,
personal, and hopeful tale of India's partition, and of one girl's journey to find a new
home in a divided country It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has
been separated into two countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has created much
tension between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of thousands are killed crossing
borders. Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she
belongs, or what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay
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in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by
train but later on foot to reach her new home. The journey is long, difficult, and
dangerous, and after losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her
homeland, too. But even if her country has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the
possibility of putting herself back together. Told through Nisha's letters to her mother,
The Night Diary is a heartfelt story of one girl's search for home, for her own
identity...and for a hopeful future.
From two heavy-hitters in children's literature comes a critically acclaimed biographical
novel of cultural icon Muhammad Ali. *"This utterly delightful story about Ali's childhood
is a smash hit." --School Library Journal (starred review) Five starred reviews! Before
he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any other.
Kwame Alexander and James Patterson join forces to vividly depict his life up to age
seventeen in both prose and verse, including his childhood friends, struggles in school,
the racism he faced, and his discovery of boxing. Readers will learn about Cassius'
family and neighbors in Louisville, Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike,
Cassius began training as an amateur boxer at age twelve. Before long, he won his first
Golden Gloves bout and began his transformation into the unrivaled Muhammad Ali.
Fully authorized by and written in cooperation with the Muhammad Ali estate, and
vividly brought to life by Dawud Anyabwile's dynamic artwork, Becoming Muhammad
Ali captures the budding charisma and youthful personality of one of the greatest sports
heroes of all time.
Meet Chopsticks! They've been best friends forever. But one day, this inseparable pair
comes to a fork in the road. And for the very first time, they have to figure out how to
function apart. From New York Times best-selling author Amy Krouse Rosenthal and
rising artistic talent Scott Magoon, this witty and inventive tale celebrates both
independence and the unbreakable bonds of friendship.
"A mighty portrait of poverty amid cruelty and optimism."—Kirkus (starred review) Free
Lunch is the story of Rex Ogle’s first semester in sixth grade. Rex and his baby brother
often went hungry, wore secondhand clothes, and were short of school supplies, and
Rex was on his school’s free lunch program. Grounded in the immediacy of physical
hunger and the humiliation of having to announce it every day in the school lunch line,
Rex’s is a compelling story of a more profound hunger—that of a child for his parents’
love and care. Compulsively readable, beautifully crafted, and authentically told with the
voice and point of view of a 6th-grade kid, Free Lunch is a remarkable debut by a gifted
storyteller.
Go Figure! Exploring Figurative Language highlights a variety of common idioms for
learners in grades 2–4. Students will deepen their skills in writing, understanding word
meanings, and using context clues with this engaging classroom resource. Based on
today's standards, this resource includes 20 content-based lessons in the areas of
science, social studies, and mathematics. Teacher overview pages, student activities,
and digital resources are included.
From the author of Buzzy the Bumblebee comes a child's hilarious visual interpretation
of such parental idioms and witticisms as "Hold your horses;" "Money doesn't grow on
trees;" and "I have eyes in the back of my head." "Cat got your toungue?" My momma
likes to say. I'm not sure what she means but I like it anyway. My cat has never tried to
take my tongue away. But if he did, he'd find that it can stretch a long, long way.
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On a winter's night under a full moon, a father and daughter trek into the woods to see
the Great Horned Owl.
Showcases recent research by leading scholars working within the relevance-theoretic
pragmatics framework.
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