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The acclaimed author presents “three passionate lectures about the state of politics in Israel”
in this “humorous, mournful, enraged, and uplifting” volume (Kirkus). A National Jewish Book
Award Finalist Israeli author Amos Oz has won numerous awards for his novels capturing the
cultural and political complexities of his country, including the Frankfurt Peace Prize, the Primo
Levi Prize, and the National Jewish Book Award. But these essays on the universal nature of
fanaticism and its possible cures, on the Jewish roots of humanism and the need for a secular
pride in Israel, and on the geopolitical standing of Israel in the wider Middle East and
internationally, “may contain his most urgent message yet.” (Ruth Eglash, Washington Post).
These essays were written, Oz states, “first and foremost” for his grandchildren: they are a
patient, learned telling of history, religion, and politics, to be thumbed through and studied,
clung to even, as we march toward an uncertain future. “Concise, evocative . . . Dear Zealots
is not just a brilliant book of thoughts and ideas—it is a depiction of one man’s struggle, who for
decades has insisted on keeping a sharp, strident and lucid perspective in the face of chaos
and at times of madness.” —David Grossman, winner of the Man Booker International Prize
This book, The Plot Against the Church, was published prior to the beginning of the Second
Vatican Council as a warning of what the dark powers had in store for the Church. The high
ranking clerics, writing as Maurice Pinay, stated that the ultimate purpose of the Council was to
remove the crime of Deicide from the Jews and assign it instead to the Romans. It is a
scholarly work, worthy of consideration of all who would understand Christian history and
Christian defense against forces seeking to destroy the Church and Faith. While written in
1962, Rabbi Louis Israel Newman wrote much the same from the Jewish side in his 1925 work
Jewish Influence in Christian Reform Movements, which is quoted extensively in The Plot.
The Rites Controversies in the Early Modern World is a collection of articles focusing on
debates concerning the nature of “rites” raging in intellectual circles of Europe, Asia and
America in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
«La storia non è mai semplice» (Marrou). E tale principio vale soprattutto per la storia della
Chiesa. Il volume, un manuale nato da appunti preparati dall’autore per i suoi studenti, intende
cimentarsi nel racconto di mille anni di storia della Chiesa (IX-XVIII secolo), facilitando
l’incontro del lettore con un’istituzione – fatta anche di persone – che ha come scopo quello di
aiutare gli uomini a misurarsi con i perché dell’esistenza. La narrazione, suddivisa in periodi
storici, è arricchita da focus tematici che consentono di approfondire alcune delle questioni più
rilevanti dell’epoca analizzata.
This "fresh, blunt, and highly persuasive account of how the West was won—for Jesus"
(Newsweek) is now available in paperback. Stark's provocative report challenges conventional
wisdom and finds that Christianity's astounding dominance of the Western world arose from its
offer of a better, more secure way of life. "Compelling reading" (Library Journal) that is sure to
"generate spirited argument" (Publishers Weekly), this account of Christianity's remarkable
growth within the Roman Empire is the subject of much fanfare. "Anyone who has puzzled over
Christianity's rise to dominance...must read it." says Yale University's Wayne A. Meeks, for The
Rise of Christianity makes a compelling case for startling conclusions. Combining his expertise
in social science with historical evidence, and his insight into contemporary religion's appeal,
Stark finds that early Christianity attracted the privileged rather than the poor, that most early
converts were women or marginalized Jews—and ultimately "that Christianity was a success
because it proved those who joined it with a more appealing, more assuring, happier, and
perhaps longer life" (Andrew M. Greeley, University of Chicago).
As we all know and as many of our well established textbooks have argued for
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decades, the Inquisition was one of the most frightening and bloody chapters in
Western history, Pope Pius XII was anti-Semitic and rightfully called “Hitler’s Pope,”
the Dark Ages were a stunting of the progress of knowledge to be redeemed only by
the secular spirit of the Enlightenment, and the religious Crusades were an early
example of the rapacious Western thirst for riches and power. But what if these long
held beliefs were all wrong? In this stunning, powerful, and ultimately persuasive book,
Rodney Stark, one of the most highly regarded sociologists of religion and bestselling
author of The Rise of Christianity (HarperSanFrancisco 1997) argues that some of our
most firmly held ideas about history, ideas that paint the Catholic Church in the least
positive light are, in fact, fiction. Why have we held these wrongheaded ideas so
strongly and for so long? And if our beliefs are wrong, what, in fact, is the truth? In each
chapter, Stark takes on a well-established anti-Catholic myth, gives a fascinating history
of how each myth became the conventional wisdom, and presents a startling picture of
the real truth. For example, Instead of the Spanish Inquisition being an anomaly of
torture and murder of innocent people persecuted for “imaginary” crimes such as
witchcraft and blasphemy, Stark argues that not only did the Spanish Inquisition spill
very little blood, but it was a major force in support of moderation and justice. Instead of
Pope Pius XII being apathetic or even helpful to the Nazi movement, such as to merit
the title, “Hitler’s Pope,” Stark shows that the campaign to link Pope Pius XII to Hitler
was initiated by the Soviet Union, presumably in hopes of neutralizing the Vatican in
post-World War II affairs. Pope Pius XII was widely praised for his vigorous and
devoted efforts to saving Jewish lives during the war. Instead of the Dark Ages being
understood as a millennium of ignorance and backwardness inspired by the Catholic
Church’s power, Stark argues that the whole notion of the “Dark Ages” was an act of
pride perpetuated by anti-religious intellectuals who were determined to claim that
theirs was the era of “Enlightenment.” In the end, readers will not only have a more
accurate history of the Catholic Church, they will come to understand why it became
unfairly maligned for so long. Bearing False Witness is a compelling and sobering
account of how egotism and ideology often work together to give us a false truth.
Dual language edition of mysterious last works greatest Italian poet of 20th century
Khrushchev Lied: The Evidence That Every “Revelation” of Stalin’s (and Beria’s)
“Crimes” in Nikita Khrushchev’s Infamous “Secret Speech” to the 20th Party
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union on February 25, 1956, is
Provably False / Grover C. Furr; translations by Grover C. Furr
Throughout my childhood, my grandmother Yasmina, who was illiterate and grew up in
a harem, repeated that to travel is the best way to learn and to empower yourself.
"When a woman decides to use her wings, she takes big risks," she would tell me, but
she was convinced that if you didn't use them, it hurt.... So recalls Fatema Mernissi at
the outset of her mesmerizing new book. Of all the lessons she learned from her
grandmother -- whose home was, after all, a type of prison -- the most central was that
the opportunity to cross boundaries was a sacred privilege. Indeed, in journeys both
physical and mental, Mernissi has spent virtually all of her life traveling -- determined to
"use her wings" and to renounce her gender's alleged legacy of powerlessness.
Bursting with the vitality of Mernissi's personality and of her rich heritage,
Scheherazade Goes West reveals the author's unique experiences as a liberated,
independent Moroccan woman faced with the peculiarities and unexpected
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encroachments of Western culture. Her often surprising discoveries about the
conditions of and attitudes toward women around the world -- and the exquisitely
embroidered amalgam of clear-eyed autobiography and dazzling meta-fiction by which
she relates those assorted discoveries -- add up to a deliciously wry, engagingly
cosmopolitan, and deeply penetrating narrative. In her previous bestselling works,
Mernissi -- widely recognized as the world's greatest living Koranic scholar and Islamic
sociologist -- has shed unprecedented light on the lives of women in the Middle East.
Now, as a writer and scholarly veteran of the high-wire act of straddling disparate
societies, she trains her eyes on the female culture of the West. For her book's inspired
central metaphor, Mernissi turns to the ancient Islamic tradition of oral storytelling,
illuminating her grandmother's feminized, subversive, and highly erotic take on
Scheherazade's wife-preserving tales from The Arabian Nights -- and then ingeniously
applying them to her own lyrically embellished personal narrative. Interwoven with vivid
ruminations on her childhood, her education, and her various international travels are
the author's piquant musings on a range of deeply embedded societal conditions that
add up, Mernissi argues, to a veritable "Western harem." A provocative and lively
challenge to the common assumption that women have it so much better in the West
than anywhere else in the world, Mernissi's book is an entrancing and timely look at the
way we live here and now. By inspiring us to reconsider even the most commonplace
aspects of our culture with fresh eyes and a healthy dose of suspicion, Scheherazade
Goes West offers an invigorating, candid, and entertaining new perspective on the
themes and ideas to which Betty Friedan first turned us on nearly forty years ago.
Why is it that the majority of people, from all socio-economic, education, and ethnic
backgrounds, ascribe to some sort of faith? What draws us to religion? What pushes us
away? And what exactly is religion anyway? Defining religion over the past century has,
ironically, led to theories that exclude belief in God, proposing that all systems of
thought concerning the meaning of life are religions. Of course, this makes it impossible
to distinguish the village priest from the village atheist, or Communism from
Catholicism. Worse yet, it makes all religious behavior irrational, presuming that, for
example, people knowingly pray to an empty sky. Renowned sociologist of religion
Rodney Stark offers a comprehensive, decisive, God-centered theory of religion in his
book, Why God: Explaining Religious Phenomena. While his intent is not to insist that
God exists, Stark limits religions to systems of thought based on belief in supernatural
beings—to Gods. With this God-focused theory, Stark explores the entire range of
religious topics, including the rise of monotheism, the discovery of sin, causes of
religious hostility and conflict, and the role of revelations. Each chapter of Why God?
builds a comprehensive framework, starting with the foundations of human motivations
and ending with an explanation of why most people are religious. Stark ultimately
settles what religion is, what it does, and why it is a universal feature of human
societies. Why God? is a much needed guide for anyone who wants a thorough
understanding of religion and our relationship to it, as well as a firm refutation to those
who think religion can exist without the divine.
Many books have been written about the success of the West, analyzing why
Europe was able to pull ahead of the rest of the world by the end of the Middle
Ages. The most common explanations cite the West’s superior geography,
commerce, and technology. Completely overlooked is the fact that faith in
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reason, rooted in Christianity’s commitment to rational theology, made all these
developments possible. Simply put, the conventional wisdom that Western
success depended upon overcoming religious barriers to progress is utter
nonsense.In The Victory of Reason, Rodney Stark advances a revolutionary,
controversial, and long overdue idea: that Christianity and its related institutions
are, in fact, directly responsible for the most significant intellectual, political,
scientific, and economic breakthroughs of the past millennium. In Stark’s view,
what has propelled the West is not the tension between secular and nonsecular
society, nor the pitting of science and the humanities against religious belief.
Christian theology, Stark asserts, is the very font of reason: While the world’s
other great belief systems emphasized mystery, obedience, or introspection,
Christianity alone embraced logic and reason as the path toward enlightenment,
freedom, and progress. That is what made all the difference.In explaining the
West’s dominance, Stark convincingly debunks long-accepted “truths.” For
instance, by contending that capitalism thrived centuries before there was a
Protestant work ethic–or even Protestants–he counters the notion that the
Protestant work ethic was responsible for kicking capitalism into overdrive. In the
fifth century, Stark notes, Saint Augustine celebrated theological and material
progress and the institution of “exuberant invention.” By contrast, long before
Augustine, Aristotle had condemned commercial trade as “inconsistent with
human virtue”–which helps further underscore that Augustine’s times were not
the Dark Ages but the incubator for the West’s future glories. This is a sweeping,
multifaceted survey that takes readers from the Old World to the New, from the
past to the present, overturning along the way not only centuries of prejudiced
scholarship but the antireligious bias of our own time. The Victory of Reason
proves that what we most admire about our world–scientific progress, democratic
rule, free commerce–is largely due to Christianity, through which we are all
inheritors of this grand tradition.
Georgi Dimitrov (1882–1949) was a high-ranking Bulgarian and Soviet official,
one of the most prominent leaders of the international Communist movement and
a trusted member of Stalin’s inner circle. Accused by the Nazis of setting the
Reichstag fire in 1933, he successfully defended himself at the Leipzig Trial and
thereby became an international symbol of resistance to Nazism. Stalin
appointed him head of the Communist International (Comintern) in 1935, and he
held this position until the Comintern’s dissolution in 1943. After the end of the
Second World War, Dimitrov returned to Bulgaria and became its first Communist
premier. During the years between 1933 and his death in 1949, Dimitrov kept a
diary that described his tumultuous career and revealed much about the inner
working of the international Communist organizations, the opinions and actions of
the Soviet leadership, and the Soviet Union’s role in shaping the postwar
Eastern Europe. This important document, edited and introduced by renowned
historian Ivo Banac, is now available for the first time in English. It is an essential
source for information about international Communism, Stalin and Soviet policy,
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and the origins of the Cold War.
Presents documented evidence that contradicts consensus views about the
pharmaceutical industry, laundered money, the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103,
nuclear power plant safety, the massacre at Columbine, and other topics.
DIV Why are words so important to so many Jews? Novelist Amos Oz and
historian Fania Oz-Salzberger roam the gamut of Jewish history to explain the
integral relationship of Jews and words. Through a blend of storytelling and
scholarship, conversation and argument, father and daughter tell the tales behind
Judaism’s most enduring names, adages, disputes, texts, and quips. These
words, they argue, compose the chain connecting Abraham with the Jews of
every subsequent generation. Framing the discussion within such topics as
continuity, women, timelessness, and individualism, Oz and Oz-Salzberger deftly
engage Jewish personalities across the ages, from the unnamed, possibly female
author of the Song of Songs through obscure Talmudists to contemporary
writers. They suggest that Jewish continuity, even Jewish uniqueness, depends
not on central places, monuments, heroic personalities, or rituals but rather on
written words and an ongoing debate between the generations. Full of learning,
lyricism, and humor, Jews and Words offers an extraordinary tour of the words at
the heart of Jewish culture and extends a hand to the reader, any reader, to join
the conversation. /div
Finally the Truth about the Rise of the West Modernity developed only in the
West—in Europe and North America. Nowhere else did science and democracy
arise; nowhere else was slavery outlawed. Only Westerners invented chimneys,
musical scores, telescopes, eyeglasses, pianos, electric lights, aspirin, and soap.
The question is, Why? Unfortunately, that question has become so politically
incorrect that most scholars avoid it. But acclaimed author Rodney Stark provides
the answers in this sweeping new look at Western civilization. How the West
Won demonstrates the primacy of uniquely Western ideas—among them the belief
in free will, the commitment to the pursuit of knowledge, the notion that the
universe functions according to rational rules that can be discovered, and the
emphasis on human freedom and secure property rights. Taking readers on a
thrilling journey from ancient Greece to the present, Stark challenges much of the
received wisdom about Western history. How the West Won shows, for example:
· Why the fall of Rome was the single most beneficial event in the rise of Western
civilization · Why the “Dark Ages” never happened · Why the Crusades had
nothing to do with grabbing loot or attacking the Muslim world unprovoked · Why
there was no “Scientific Revolution” · Why scholars’ recent efforts to dismiss the
importance of battles are ridiculous: had the Greeks lost at the Battle of
Marathon, we probably would never have heard of Plato or Aristotle Stark also
debunks absurd fabrications that have flourished in the past few decades: that
the Greeks stole their culture from Africa; that the West’s “discoveries” were
copied from the Chinese and Muslims; that Europe became rich by plundering
the non-Western world. At the same time, he reveals the woeful inadequacy of
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recent attempts to attribute the rise of the West to purely material
causes—favorable climates, abundant natural resources, guns and steel. How the
West Won displays Rodney Stark’s gifts for lively narrative history and making
the latest scholarship accessible to all readers. This bold, insightful book will
force you to rethink your understanding of the West and the birth of
modernity—and to recognize that Western civilization really has set itself apart
from other cultures.
It is about winning friends, not arguments. It is about shedding light, not heat. It's
about reframing the argument so hearts can be opened and minds can be
inspired. How to Defend the Faith without Raising Your Voice is a new sort of
apologetics. It is for those moments when you are thrust into the spotlight as the
token Catholic whether the spotlight is simply at the office water cooler or
whether it is front and center at the in-laws Thanksgiving celebration. How to
Defend the Faith without Raising Your Voice gives Catholics a fresh way of
explaining the Church's teaching on contentious issues humanly, compellingly,
and succinctly. But this book does not pretend to suggest it is as simple as
memorizing a speech. Every conversation is different. Every day's news cycle will
bring new arguments and new challenges. Instead, it is a book about what the
issues really are and where the criticisms are coming from so you can
understand and communicate effectively. It is the fruit of a group of speakers and
experts brought together by a single idea: to make sure that Catholics and the
Church were represented properly in the media when Pope Benedict came to
visit the UK in 2010. Their original and thoughtful approach helped make that visit
a triumph and now it can be expanded for a much broader use. Whether read in
groups or alone, studied in schools or parishes, How to Defend the Faith without
Raising Your Voice offers the same thorough briefings on hot topics and the
same top tips for effective communication which helped make the project such a
success.
This excellent work is written not just for experts, but for the average Christian
who wants to know how his faith has to do with modern cosmological and atomic
theories. ABOUT THE AUTHOR Peter Hodgson has lectured on and tutored
physics and mathematics in the University of Oxford for forty years, and has been
engaged on research in experimental and Theoretical nuclear physics for over
fifty years. He was a member of the Council of Atomic Scientists' Association
from 1952-1959 and edited its journal from 1953-1955. He has written about
sixteen books and three hundred research papers and is a Fellow of Corpus
Christi College and the Institute of Physics. He is the President of the Science
Secretariat of Pax Romana, and recently served as a consultant to the Pontifical
Consilium for Cultures.
Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy has, despite its enormous popularity and
importance, often stymied readers with its multitudinous characters, references,
and themes. But until the publication in 2007 of Guy Raffa’s guide to the Inferno,
students lacked a suitable resource to help them navigate Dante’s underworld.
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With this new guide to the entire Divine Comedy, Raffa provides readers—experts
in the Middle Ages and Renaissance, Dante neophytes, and everyone in
between—with a map of the entire poem, from the lowest circle of Hell to the
highest sphere of Paradise. Based on Raffa’s original research and his many
years of teaching the poem to undergraduates, The CompleteDanteworlds charts
a simultaneously geographical and textual journey, canto by canto, region by
region, adhering closely to the path taken by Dante himself through Hell,
Purgatory, and Paradise. This invaluable reference also features study questions,
illustrations of the realms, and regional summaries. Interpreting Dante’s poem
and his sources, Raffa fashions detailed entries on each character encountered
as well as on many significant historical, religious, and cultural allusions.
A major new history of the Crusades that illuminates the strength and
sophistication of the Western and Muslim armies During the Crusades, the
Western and Muslim armies developed various highly sophisticated strategies of
both attack and defense, which evolved during the course of the battles. In this
ambitious new work, Steve Tibble draws on a wide range of Muslim texts and
archaeological evidence as well as more commonly cited Western sources to
analyze the respective armies’ strategy, adaptation, evolution, and cultural
diversity and show just how sophisticated the Crusader armies were even by
today’s standards. In the first comprehensive account of the subject in sixty
years, Tibble takes a fresh approach to Templars, Hospitallers, and other key
Orders and makes the controversial proposition that the Crusades were driven as
much by sedentary versus nomadic tribal concerns as by religious conflict. This
fluently written, broad-ranging narrative provides a crucial missing piece in the
study of the West’s attempts to colonize the Middle East during the Middle Ages.
A collection of homilies, speeches, and “messages of the day” that brings
together Pope Francis’s wisdom on finding happiness in the here and now For
Pope Francis, the appreciation of our everyday lives is a spiritual undertaking.
Joy is a divine attribute, and creating joy around us an essential part of faith.
Every homily and speech in this book delivers, in warm, engaging language
accessible to believers and nonbelievers alike, a key lesson, instructing readers
on finding love and happiness in a chaotic world. Along the way, Pope Francis
discusses the sanctity of women’s rights, talks about how the love of sports can
bring out our best qualities, and explains why fighting discrimination is the
essence of loving thy neighbor. He shares personal stories and anecdotes from
his life, provides comforting messages of hope, and discusses the ways flawed
families can make you a better person. The core ideas of Francis’s
papacy—mercy, support for marginalized people, and diplomacy—shine through.
Praise for Happines in This Life “Though the title of the book mentions
happiness, this collection of thoughts addresses something much deeper—joy.
Bringing together excerpts from Pope Francis’s sermons, speeches, prayers,
and addresses, these pieces address a range of themes, from mercy and
humility to simplicity and family. . . . Readers will be encouraged to clear away
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the cacophony of modern society and embrace the simplicity of joy. A book as
loving and encouraging as the man himself seems to be.”—Booklist “With this
wide-ranging collection of writings, homilies, and addresses, the current pontiff
dispels any notion that religious practice is dour and antiquated. . . . It brings
together the pope’s most affecting passages to inspire Catholics (and those of
other faiths) to lift up those around them.”—Publishers Weekly “Reminiscent of
the gentle encouragement of the Dalai Lama . . . Family-centered and
practical—especially on difficult matters of familial contention—these homilies are,
on the whole, gentle encouragements to do the right thing. . . . [This] collection
offers clear insight into the pope’s doctrinal concerns.”—Kirkus Reviews
The Canadian edition of The Little Black Book of Scams is a compact and easy
to use reference guide filled with information Canadians can use to protect
themselves against a variety of common scams. It debunks common myths about
scams, provides contact information for reporting a scam to the correct authority,
and offers a step-by-step guide for scam victims to reduce their losses and avoid
becoming repeat victims. Consumers and businesses can consult The Little
Black Book of Scams to avoid falling victim to social media and mobile phone
scams, fake charities and lotteries, dating and romance scams, and many other
schemes used to defraud Canadians of their money and personal information.
False testimonianze. Come smascherare alcuni secoli di storia cattolicaI
leoniExcerpta di storia della ChiesaDal secolo oscuro alla Rivoluzione francese
(IX-XVIII sec.)Pennarossa
Articles in this volume, orginally presented at the 1998 Symposium Hellenisticum
in Lille, discuss theological questions that were central to the doctrines of the
dominant schools in the Hellenistic age, such as the existence of the gods, their
nature, and their concern for humankind.
The polymath Michael Polanyi first made his mark as a physical chemist, but his
interests gradually shifted to economics, politics, and philosophy, in which field
he would ultimately propose a revolutionary theory of knowledge that grew out of
his firsthand experience with both the scientific method and political
totalitarianism. In this sixth entry in ISI Books' Library of Modern Thinkers' series,
Mark T. Mitchell reveals how Polanyi came to recognize that the roots of the
modern political and spiritual crisis lay in an errant conception of knowledge that
served to foreclose any possibility of making meaningful statements about truth,
goodness, or beauty. Polanyi's theory of knowledge as ineluctably personal but
also grounded in reality is not merely of historical interest, writes Mitchell, for it
proposes an attractive alternative for anyone who would reject both the hubris of
modern rationalism and the ultimately nihilistic implications of academic
postmodernism.
Western history would be unrecognizable had it not been for people who believed
in One True God. There would have been wars, but no religious wars. There
would have been moral codes, but no Commandments. Had the Jews been
polytheists, they would today be only another barely remembered people, less
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important, but just as extinct as the Babylonians. Had Christians presented Jesus
to the Greco-Roman world as ''another'' God, their faith would long since have
gone the way of Mithraism. And surely Islam would never have made it out of the
desert had Muhammad not removed Allah from the context of Arab paganism
and proclaimed him as the only God. The three great monotheisms changed
everything. With his customary clarity and vigor, Rodney Stark explains how and
why monotheism has such immense power both to unite and to divide. Why and
how did Jews, Christians, and Muslims missionize, and when and why did their
efforts falter? Why did both Christianity and Islam suddenly become less tolerant
of Jews late in the eleventh century, prompting outbursts of mass murder? Why
were the Jewish massacres by Christians concentrated in the cities along the
Rhine River, and why did the pogroms by Muslims take place mainly in Granada?
How could the Jews persist so long as a minority faith, able to withstand intense
pressures to convert? Why did they sometimes assimilate? In the final chapter,
Stark also examines the American experience to show that it is possible for
committed monotheists to sustain norms of civility toward one another. A
sweeping social history of religion, One True God shows how the great
monotheisms shaped the past and created the modern world.
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