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Routledge Introductions to Applied Linguistics is a series of introductory level
textbooks covering the core topics in Applied Linguistics, primarily designed for
those beginning postgraduate studies, or taking an introductory MA course as
well as advanced undergraduates. Titles in the series are also ideal for language
professionals returning to academic study. The books take an innovative 'practice
to theory' approach, with a 'back-to-front' structure. This leads the reader from
real-world problems and issues, through a discussion of intervention and how to
engage with these concerns, before finally relating these practical issues to
theoretical foundations. Additional features include tasks with commentaries, a
glossary of key terms, and an annotated further reading section. Vocabulary is
the foundation of language and language learning and as such, knowledge of
how to facilitate learners’ vocabulary growth is an indispensable teaching skill
and curricular component. Exploring Vocabulary is designed to raise teachers’
and students’ awareness of the interplay between the linguistic, psychological,
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and instructional aspects of vocabulary acquisition. It focuses on meeting the
specific vocabulary needs of English language learners in whatever instructional
contexts they may be in, with a special emphasis on addressing the high-stakes
needs of learners in academic settings and the workplace. Dee Gardner also
introduces a new Common Core Vocabulary, constructed from two of the most
well-known and contemporary corpora of English—the British National Corpus and
the Corpus of Contemporary American English. Exploring Vocabulary is an
essential book for undergraduate and postgraduate students studying vocabulary
within Applied Linguistics, TESOL, or Teacher Education, as well as any teacher
working with English language learners.
Routledge Introductions to Applied Linguistics is a series of introductory level
textbooks covering the core topics in Applied Linguistics, primarily designed for
those beginning postgraduate studies or taking an introductory MA course, as
well as advanced undergraduates. Titles in the series are also ideal for language
professionals returning to academic study. The books take an innovative
‘practice to theory’ approach, with a ‘back-to-front’ structure. This leads the
reader from real-world problems and issues, through a discussion of intervention
and how to engage with these concerns, before finally relating these practical
issues to theoretical foundations. Exploring Digital Communication aims to
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discuss real-world issues pertaining to digital communication, and to explore how
linguistic research addresses these challenges. The text is divided into three
sections (Problems and practices; Interventions; and Theory), each of which is
further divided into two subsections which reflect linguistic issues relating to
digital communication. The author seeks to demystify any perceived divide
between online and offline communication, arguing that issues raised in relation
to digital communication throw light on language use and practices in general,
and thus linguistic interventions in this area have implications not only for users
of digital communication but for linguists’ general understanding of language and
society. Including relevant research examples, tasks and a glossary, this
textbook is an invaluable resource for postgraduate and upper undergraduate
students taking New Media or Communication Studies modules within Applied
Linguistics and English Language courses.
Routledge Introductions to Applied Linguistics is a series of introductory level
textbooks covering the core topics in Applied Linguistics, primarily designed for
those beginning postgraduate studies, or taking an introductory MA course as
well as advanced undergraduates. Titles in the series are also ideal for language
professionals returning to academic study. The books take an innovative
‘practice to theory’ approach, with a 'back-to-front' structure. This leads the
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reader from real-world problems and issues, through a discussion of intervention
and how to engage with these concerns, before finally relating these practical
issues to theoretical foundations. Additional features include tasks with
commentaries, a glossary of key terms, and an annotated further reading section.
Exploring Health Communicationbrings together many of the various linguistic
strands in health communication, while maintaining an interdisciplinary focus on
method and theory. It critically explores and discusses a number of underlying
themes that constitute the broad field of health communication including spoken,
written and electronic health communication. The rise of the internet has led to an
explosion of interactive online health resources which have profoundly affected
the way in which healthcare is delivered, and with this, have brought about
changes in the relationship between provider and patient. This textbook uses
examples of real life health language data throughout, in order to fully explore the
topics covered. Exploring Health Communicationis essential reading for
postgraduate and upper undergraduate students of applied linguistics and health
communication.
Quantitative Data Analysis for Language Assessment Volume I: Fundamental
Techniques is a resource book that presents the most fundamental techniques of
quantitative data analysis in the field of language assessment. Each chapter
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provides an accessible explanation of the selected technique, a review of
language assessment studies that have used the technique, and finally, an
example of an authentic study that uses the technique. Readers also get a taste
of how to apply each technique through the help of supplementary online
resources that include sample data sets and guided instructions. Language
assessment students, test designers, and researchers should find this a unique
reference as it consolidates theory and application of quantitative data analysis in
language assessment.
Exploring English Language Teaching in Post-Soviet Era Countries analyses
different elements of English language teaching from the Soviet era to a new era
of Westernised influence. This work provides an insight into the problems that
occur in present-day English language education in post-Soviet era countries,
considering English language teaching at all stages of education. The book
outlines the challenges that many countries of the former Soviet Union
experienced at the turn of the twenty-first century and relates these to education
as a crucial social phenomenon. It considers the teaching of English as a lingua
franca at all education levels in the countries of the former Soviet Union, with
particular emphasis on universities. Using empirical research from case studies
in Azerbaijan, the book considers whether post-Soviet era countries have truly
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moved towards a Westernised model of language education, or simply imitated
one. This book is the first of its kind to treat the problem by listening to teachers’
and students’ voices as the major actors of the educational process. This book
will be of great interest to academics, researchers and post-graduate students in
the fields of English language education, education in Eastern Europe and
applied linguistics.
Language Testing Reconsidered provides a critical update on major issues that
have engaged the field of language testing since its inception. Anyone who is
working in, studying or teaching language testing should have a copy of this
book. The information, discussions, and reflections offered within the volume
address major developments within the field over the past decades, enlivened by
current "takes" on these issues. The real value of this collection, however, lies in
its consideration of the past as a means of defining the future agenda of
language testing.
The specific—and varied—ways in which assessment and evaluation can impact
learning and teaching have become an important language education research
concern, particularly as educators are increasingly called on to implement these
processes for improvement, accountability, or curricular development purposes.
Useful Assessment and Evaluation in Language Education showcases
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contemporary research that explores innovative uses of assessment and
evaluation in a variety of educational contexts. Divided into three parts, this
volume first examines theoretical considerations and practical implementations of
assessment conducted for the purpose of enhancing and developing language
learning. Part 2 addresses novel assessment development and implementation
projects, such as the formative use of task-based assessments, technologymediated language performance assessment, validation of educational
placement tests for immigrant learners, and the use of assessment to help
identify neurolinguistic correlates of proficiency. The final section of the book
highlights examples of argument-based approaches to assessment and
evaluation validation, extending this critical framework to quality assurance
efforts in new domains. Adding to research on traditional and conventional uses
of testing and evaluation in language education, this volume captures innovative
trends in assessment and evaluation practice that explicitly aim to better inform
and enhance language teaching and learning.
A "sink or swim" philosophy frequently prevails in mental health settings today.
As a life raft for beginners and their supervisors, Where to Start and What to Ask
provides all the necessary tools for garnering information from clients. Lukas also
offers a framework for thinking about that information and formulating a thorough
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assessment. This indispensable book helps therapeutic neophytes organize their
approach to the initial phase of treatment and navigate even rough clinical waters
with competence and assurance.
What is assessment and how is it a cultural practice? How does failure to
account for linguistic and cultural variation among students jeopardize
assessment validity? What is required to achieve cultural validity in assessment?
This resource for practicing and prospective teachers – as well as others
concerned with fair and valid assessment – provides a thorough grounding in
relevant theory, research, and practice. The book lays out criteria for culturally
valid assessment and recommends specific strategies that teachers can use to
design and implement culturally valid classroom assessments. Assessment plays
a powerful role in the process of education in the US and has a disproportionately
negative impact on students who do not come from mainstream, middle-class
backgrounds. Given the significance of testing in education today, cultural validity
in assessment is an urgent issue facing educators. This book is essential reading
for addressing this important, relevant topic.
This book provides teachers with an entirely new approach to developing and
using classroom-based language assessments. This approach is based on
current theory and practice in the field of language assessment and on an
Page 8/28

Acces PDF Exploring Language Assessment And Testing Language In
Action Routledge Introductions To Applied Linguistics
understanding of the assessment needs of classroom teachers. The following
key questions are addressed: • Why do I need to assess? What beneficial
consequences do I want to help bring about? How can my assessments help my
students learn better and help me improve my teaching? • When and how often
do I need to assess? What decisions do I need to make to help bring about these
beneficial consequences? • What do I need to assess? How can I define the
abilities that I want to assess? • How can I assess my students? What kinds of
assessment tasks should I create? How can I score my students’ responses to
these tasks? The authors guide the reader step-by-step through the process of
developing and using classroom-based assessments with clear explanations and
definitions of key terms, illustrative examples, and activities for applying the
approach in practice. Extra resources are available on the website:
www.oup.com/elt/teacher/lact Lyle Bachman is Professor Emeritus of Applied
Linguistics at the University of California, Los Angeles. He serves as a consultant
in language testing research projects and in developing language assessments
for universities and government agencies around the world, and he conducts
courses and training workshops in language assessment. Barbara Damböck was
Director of Studies of the English Department at the Teacher Training Academy
in Dillingen, Germany, from 2003 to 2011. From 2003 to 2017 she supervised the
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training of oral examiners for the certification examination for elementary school
English teachers in Bavaria. She has extensive experience as a classroom
teacher, teacher trainer, and teacher of teacher trainers. She conducts courses
and workshops for teachers and teacher trainers around the world.
This books aims to open up new perspectives in the study of language
proficiency by bringing together current research from different fields in
psychology and linguistics. All contributions start out from empirical studies,
which are then related to applications in language assessment. The book also
serves as a survey of recent developments in psycholinguistic research in the
Netherlands. The book starts out with a thorough introduction of international
literature on models of language proficiency, language development and its
assessment. Section 1 deals with first language proficiency and addresses such
problems as grammar in early child language, grammatical proficiency and its
(in)variance across a range of ages, reading abilities, and writing skills. Section 2
focuses on multilingual proficiency and deals with test bias in relation to the
background of the second language learner, bilingual proficiency in ethnic
minority children, the development of the second language learner lexicon,
communicative competence of school-age children in the context of second
language learning, the assessment of foreign language attrition and the
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dimensionality in oral foreign language proficiency.
This volume investigates the washback of the IELTS Writing test on English for
Academic Purposes provision.
This collection showcases the contributions of the study of endangered and
understudied languages to historical linguistic analysis, and the broader
relevance of diachronic approaches toward developing better informed
approaches to language documentation and description. The volume brings
together perspectives from both established and up-and-coming scholars and
represents a globally and linguistically diverse range of languages.The collected
papers demonstrate the ways in which endangered languages can challenge
existing models of language change based on more commonly studied
languages, and can generate innovative insights into linguistic phenomena such
as pathways of grammaticalization, forms and dynamics of contact-driven
change, and the diachronic relationship between lexical and grammatical
categories. In so doing, the book highlights the idea that processes and
outcomes of language change long held to be universally relevant may be more
sensitive to cultural and typological variability than previously assumed. Taken as
a whole, this collection brings together perspectives from language
documentation and historical linguistics to point the way forward for richer
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understandings of both language change and documentary-descriptive
approaches, making this key reading for scholars in these fields.
Language Assessment: Principles and Classroom Practices is designed to offer a
comprehensive survey of essential principles and tools for second language
assessment. Its first and second editions have been successfully used in teachertraining courses, teacher certification curricula, and TESOL master of arts
programs. As the third in a trilogy of teacher education textbooks, it is designed
to follow H. Douglas Brown's other two books, Principles of Language Learning
and Teaching (sixth edition, Pearson Education, 2014) and Teaching by
Principles(fourth edition, Pearson Education, 2015). References to those two
books are made throughout the current book. Language Assessment features
uncomplicated prose and a systematic, spiraling organization. Concepts are
introduced with practical examples, understandable explanations, and succinct
references to supportive research. The research literature on language
assessment can be quite complex and assume that readers have technical
knowledge and experience in testing. By the end of Language Assessment,
however, readers will have gained access to this not-so-frightening field. They
will have a working knowledge of a number of useful, fundamental principles of
assessment and will have applied those principles to practical classroom
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contexts. They will also have acquired a storehouse of useful tools for evaluating
and designing practical, effective assessment techniques for their classrooms.
Routledge Introductions to Applied Linguistics is a series of introductory level
textbooks covering the core topics in Applied Linguistics, primarily designed for
those beginning postgraduate studies, or taking an introductory MA course as
well as advanced undergraduates. Titles in the series are also ideal for language
professionals returning to academic study. The books take an innovative 'practice
to theory' approach, with a 'back-to-front' structure. This leads the reader from
real-world problems and issues, through a discussion of intervention and how to
engage with these concerns, before finally relating these practical issues to
theoretical foundations. Additional features include tasks with commentaries, a
glossary of key terms, and an annotated further reading section. Exploring
Language Assessment and Testing is a straightforward introduction to the field
that provides an inclusive and impartial survey of both classroom based
assessment by teachers and larger scale testing, using concrete examples to
guide students to the relevant literature. Ranging from theory to classroom based
scenarios, the author provides practical guidance on designing, developing and
using assessments, with flexible, step by step processes for improving the quality
of tests and assessment systems to make them fairer and more accurate. This
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book is an indispensable introduction to the areas of language assessment and
testing, and will be of interest to language teachers as well as postgraduate and
advanced undergraduate students studying Language Education, Applied
Linguistics and Language Assessment.
Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, AN INTRODUCTION TO
LANGUAGE, Tenth Edition, is appropriate for a variety of fields--including
education, languages, psychology, cognitive science, anthropology, English, and
teaching English as a Second Language (TESL)--at both the undergraduate and
graduate levels. This completely updated edition retains the clear descriptions,
humor, and seamless pedagogy that have made the book a perennial best-seller,
while adding new information and exercises that render each topic fresh,
engaging, and current. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
Tests for the measurement of language abilities must be constructed according to a coherent
validity framework based on the latest developments in theory and practice. This innovative
book, by a world authority on language testing, deals with all key aspects of language test
design and implementation. It provides a road map to effective testing based on the latest
approaches to test validation. A book for all MA students in Applied Linguistics or TESOL, and
for professional language teachers
The Routledge Handbook of Migration and Language is the first comprehensive survey of this
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area, exploring language and human mobility in today’s globalised world. This key reference
brings together a range of interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary perspectives, drawing on
subjects such as migration studies, geography, philosophy, sociology and anthropology.
Featuring over 30 chapters written by leading experts from around the world, this book:
Examines how basic constructs such as community, place, language, diversity, identity, nationstate, and social stratification are being retheorized in the context of human mobility; Analyses
the impact of the ‘mobility turn’ on language use, including the parallel ‘multilingual turn’ and
translanguaging; Discusses the migration of skilled and unskilled workers, different forms of
displacement, and new superdiverse and diaspora communities; Explores new research
orientations and methodologies, such as mobile and participatory research, multi-sited
ethnography, and the mixing of research methods; Investigates the place of language in
citizenship, educational policies, employment and social services. The Routledge Handbook of
Migration and Language is essential reading for those with an interest in migration studies,
language policy, sociolinguistic research and development studies.
Introducing students to the methods and debates associated with language testing
assessment, this book explores the testing of linguistic competence of children, students,
asylum seekers and many others in context of the uses to which such research can be put. It
also presents and comments on key readings and articles.
In the United States, the nomenclature of adult education includes adult literacy, adult
secondary education, and English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) services provided
to undereducated and limited English proficient adults. Those receiving adult education
services have diverse reasons for seeking additional education. With the passage of the WIA,
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the assessment of adult education students became mandatory-regardless of their reasons for
seeking services. The law does allow the states and local programs flexibility in selecting the
most appropriate assessment for the student. The purpose of the NRC's workshop was to
explore issues related to efforts to measure learning gains in adult basic education programs,
with a focus on performance-based assessments.
Now in paperback! "The most comprehensive and exhaustive treatise available on the
imperative to change the ways we test and assess student performance...it will become a
major reference work for supporters of student-centered assessment." --Educational
Leadership "A 'must' book for the on-going debate on American school reform." --Theodore R.
Sizer, chairman, Coalition of Essential Schools What is assessment and how does testing
differ from it? Why are performance tests, by themselves, not an adequate system of student
assessment? How might we better "test our tests" beyond current technical standards? And
why won't increased national testing offer the accountability of schools we so sorely need? In
Assessing Student Performance, Grant P. Wiggins explores these questions and clarifies the
limits of testing in an assessment system. He analyzes problematic practices in test design and
formats that prevent students from explaining their answers. By showing us that assessment is
more than testing and intellectual performance is more than right answers, Wiggins leads us to
new systems of assessment that more closely examine students' habits of mind and provide
teachers and policy makers with more useful and credible feedback.
Routledge Introductions to Applied Linguistics consists of introductory level textbooks covering
the core topics in Applied Linguistics, designed for those entering postgraduate studies and
language professionals returning to academic study. The books take an innovative "practice to
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theory" approach, with a ‘back to front’ structure which takes the reader from real life
problems and issues in the field, then enters into a discussion of intervention and how to
engage with these concerns. The final section concludes by tying the practical issues to
theoretical foundations. Additional features include tasks with commentaries, a glossary of key
terms, and an annotated further reading section. Corpus linguistics is a key area of applied
linguistics and one of the most rapidly developing. Winnie Cheng’s practical approach guides
readers in acquiring the relevant knowledge and theories to enable the analysis, explanation
and interpretation of language using corpus methods. Throughout the book practical classroom
examples, concordance based analyses and tasks such as designing and conducting miniprojects are used to connect and explain the conceptual and practical aspects of corpus
linguistics. Exploring Corpus Linguistics is an essential textbook for post-graduate/graduate
students new to the field and for advanced undergraduates studying English Language and
Applied Linguistics.
Exploring Intercultural Communication investigates the role of language in intercultural
communication, paying particular attention to the interplay between cultural diversity and
language practice. This second edition increases and updates the coverage on emerging key
topics, including symbolic power, communicative turbulence, conversational inequality,
stereotypes, racism, Nationality and Ethnicity talk and the impact and role of technology in
intercultural communication. Including global examples from a range of genres, this book is an
indispensable resource for students taking language and intercultural communication modules
within applied linguistics, TESOL, education or communication studies courses.
The High Stakes of Testing explores student experiences and perceptions of standardized
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testing through a governmentality lens informed by critical pedagogy. This research exposes
prevalent mechanisms of control, adverse effects, and the urgency of student voice work in our
schools.

In this student-friendly text, Jones and Singh explore the phenomenon of language
change, with a particular focus on the social contexts of its occurrence and possible
motivations, including speakers’ intentions and attitudes. Presenting new or littleknown data, the authors draw a distinction between "unconscious" and "deliberate"
change. The discussion on "unconscious" change considers phenomena such as the
emergence and obsolescence of individual languages, whilst the sections on
"deliberate" change focus on issues of language planning, including the strategies of
language revival and revitalization movements. There is also a detailed exploration of
what is arguably the most extreme instance of "deliberate" change; language invention
for real-world use. Examining an extensive range of language situations, Exploring
Language Change makes a clear, but often ignored distinction between concepts such
as language policy and planning, and language revival and revitalization. Also featured
are a number of case studies which demonstrate that real-life language use is often
much more complex than theoretical abstractions might suggest. This is a key text for
students on a variety of courses, including sociolinguistics, historical linguistics and
language policy and planning.
The CEFR Companion volume broadens the scope of language education. It reflects
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academic and societal developments since the publication of the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) and updates the 2001 version. It owes
much to the contributions of members of the language teaching profession across
Europe and beyond. This volume contains: ? an explanation of the key aspects of the
CEFR for teaching and learning; ? a complete set of updated CEFR descriptors that
replaces the 2001 set with: - modality-inclusive and gender-neutral descriptors; - added
detail on listening and reading; - a new Pre–A1 level, plus enriched description at A1
and C levels; - a replacement scale for phonological competence; - new scales for
mediation, online interaction and plurilingual/pluricultural competence; - new scales for
sign language competence; ? a short report on the four-year development, validation
and consultation processes. The CEFR Companion volume represents another step in
a process of engagement with language education that has been pursued by the
Council of Europe since 1971 and which seeks to: ? promote and support the learning
and teaching of modern languages; ? enhance intercultural dialogue, and thus mutual
understanding, social cohesion and democracy; ? protect linguistic and cultural diversity
in Europe; and ? promote the right to quality education for all.
This second edition of The Routledge Handbook of Language Testing provides an
updated and comprehensive account of the area of language testing and assessment.
The volume brings together 35 authoritative articles, divided into ten sections, written by
51 leading specialists from around the world. There are five entirely new chapters
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covering the four skills: reading, writing, listening, and speaking, as well as a new entry
on corpus linguistics and language testing. The remaining 30 chapters have been
revised, often extensively, or entirely rewritten with new authorship teams at the helm,
reflecting new generations of expertise in the field. With a dedicated section on
technology in language testing, reflecting current trends in the field, the Handbook also
includes an extended epilogue written by Harding and Fulcher, contemplating what has
changed between the first and second editions and charting a trajectory for the field of
language testing and assessment. Providing a basis for discussion, project work, and
the design of both language tests themselves and related validation research, this
Handbook represents an invaluable resource for students, researchers, and
practitioners working in language testing and assessment and the wider field of
language education.
Routledge Introductions to Applied Linguistics is a series of introductory level textbooks
covering the core topics in Applied Linguistics, primarily designed for those beginning
postgraduate studies, or taking an introductory MA course as well as advanced
undergraduates. Titles in the series are also ideal for language professionals returning
to academic study. The books take an innovative 'practice to theory' approach, with a
'back-to-front' structure. This leads the reader from real-world problems and issues,
through a discussion of intervention and how to engage with these concerns, before
finally relating these practical issues to theoretical foundations. Additional features
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include a glossary of key terms, and discussion questions. Following the back-to-front
approach of the series, the book takes problematic issues in language pedagogy as its
starting points. These are then examined in terms of second language acquisition. Each
chapter begins with a look at the pedagogical proposals found in teacher guides and
then asks ‘Do these proposals accord with what we know about how languages are
acquired?’ Pedagogical topics covered include teaching methods, syllabus design,
explicit instruction, comprehension versus production-based instruction, task-based
instruction, authentic materials, the role of the learners’ first language in the classroom,
error correction and catering for individual differences. Including a glossary of key terms
and questions for discussion at the end of each chapter, and assuming no prior
knowledge of second language acquisition, this is the ideal text for all students studying
language teaching methods, language teacher education, English teaching
methodology and second language acquisition modules in advanced undergraduate
and postgraduate/graduate TESOL and Applied Linguistics courses.
Language Aptitude: Advancing Theory, Testing, Research and Practice brings together
cutting-edge global perspectives on foreign language aptitude. Drawing from
educational psychology, cognitive science, and neuroscience, the editors have
assembled interdisciplinary authors writing for an applied linguistics and education
audience. The book is broken into five major themes: revisiting and updating current
language aptitude theories and models; emerging insights from contemporary research
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into language aptitude and the age factor or the critical period hypothesis; redefining
constructs and broadening territories of foreign language aptitude; exploring language
aptitude from a neurocognitive perspective; and exploring future directions of foreign
language aptitude research. Focused on critical issues in foreign language aptitude and
second language learning and teaching, this book will be an important research
resource and supplemental reading in both applied linguistics and cognitive psychology.
This book tells the story of the British Council's seventy-five year involvement in the
field of English language testing. The first section of the book explores the role of the
British Council in spreading British influence around the world through the export of
British English language examinations and British expertise in language testing.
Founded in 1934, the organisation formally entered the world of English language
testing with the signing of an agreement with the University of Cambridge Local
Examination Syndicate (UCLES) in 1941. This agreement, which was to last until 1993,
saw the British Council provide substantial English as a Foreign Language (EFL)
expertise and technical and financial assistance to help UCLES develop their suite of
English language tests. Perhaps the high points of this phase were the British Council
inspired Cambridge Diploma of English Studies introduced in the 1940s and the central
role played by the British Council in the conceptualisation and development of the
highly innovative English Language Testing Service (ELTS) in the 1970s, the precursor
to the present day International English Language Testing System (IELTS). British
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Council support for the development of indigenous national English language tests
around the world over the last thirty years further enhanced the promotion of English
and the creation of soft power for Britain. In the early 1990s the focus of the British
Council changed from test development to delivery of British examinations through its
global network. However, by the early years of the 21st century, the organisation was
actively considering a return to test development, a strategy that was realised with the
founding of the Assessment Research Group in early 2012. This was followed later that
year by the introduction of the Aptis English language testing service; the first major test
developed in-house for over thirty years. As well as setting the stage for the reemergence of professional expertise in language testing within the organisation, these
initiatives have resulted in a growing strategic influence for the organisation on
assessment in English language education. This influence derives from a commitment
to test localisation, the development and provision of flexible, accessible and affordable
tests and an efficient delivery, marking and reporting system underpinned by an
innovative socio-cognitive approach to language testing. This final period can be seen
as a clear return by the British Council to using language testing as a tool for enhancing
soft power for Britain: a return to the original raison d'etre of the organisation.
Illustrated by an empirical study of English as a Foreign Language reading in Argentina,
this book argues for a different approach to the theoretical rationales and
methodological designs typically used to investigate cultural understanding in reading,
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in particular foreign language reading. It presents an alternative approach which is
more authentic in its methods, more educational in its purposes, and more supportive of
international understanding as an aim of language teaching in general and English
language teaching in particular.
"The Cambridge Guide to Second Language Assessment aims to present in one
volume an up-to-date guide to the central areas of assessing the second language
performance of English by speakers of other languages. This volume provides
snapshots of significant issues and trends that have shaped language assessment in
the past and highlights the current state of our understanding of these issues"--

This volume does not offer a complex perspective of the L2 lexicon, but rather
represents a sustained attempt to answer some very basic questions clustered
around the relationship between the L2 mental lexicon and the L1 mental lexicon.
It provides a review of L1 and L2 lexical research issues such as similarities and
differences between the conditions of L1 and L2 acquisition, the respective roles
of forming and meaning in L1 and L2 processing, and the degree of
separation/integration between L1 and L2 lexical operations.
"First edition published by Routledge 2014"
This book brings together 13 original research papers that address emerging
issues in the assessment of Chinese as a Second Language (CSL) in five major
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areas, including standards in CSL assessment; development of CSL tests;
assessment of diverse knowledge and skills; computer-supported assessment;
and CSL assessment in relation to instruction and teachers’ assessment
competence. It goes beyond the psychometric testing of Chinese and provides
cutting-edge examinations of the interfaces of assessment with sociology of
language, acquisition, pedagogy, and modern technologies, as well as teacher
education. Given its unique features and broad range of topics, the book offers
an intriguing and valuable resource, not only for scholars and researchers but
also teacher educators and assessment practitioners who are directly or
indirectly involved in CSL assessment.
Exploring Language Assessment and TestingLanguage in ActionRoutledge
Introductions to Applied Linguistics
Routledge Introductions to Applied Linguistics is a series of introductory level
textbooks covering the core topics in Applied Linguistics, primarily designed for
those beginning postgraduate studies, or taking an introductory MA course as
well as advanced undergraduates. Titles in the series are also ideal for language
professionals returning to academic study. The books take an innovative 'practiceto-theory' approach, with a 'back-to-front' structure. This leads the reader from
real-world problems and issues, through a discussion of intervention and how to
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engage with these concerns, before finally relating these practical issues to
theoretical foundations. Additional features include tasks with commentaries, a
glossary of key terms, and an annotated further reading section. Exploring
Professional Communication provides an accessible overview of the vast field of
communication in professional contexts from an applied linguistics perspective. It
explores the nature of professional communication by discussing various
fundamental topics relevant for an understanding of this area. The book is
divided into eight chapters, each dealing with a specific area of professional
communication, such as genres of professional communication, identities in the
workplace, and key issues of gender, leadership and culture. Although the book's
main approach to professional communication is an applied linguistics one, it also
draws on insights from a range of other disciplines. Throughout, Stephanie
Schnurr takes an interactive approach that is reflected in the numerous examples
of authentic discourse data, from a variety of written and spoken contexts.
Exploring Professional Communication is critical reading for postgraduate and
upper undergraduate students of applied linguistics and communication studies.
Education is a hot topic. From the stage of presidential debates to tonight's
dinner table, it is an issue that most Americans are deeply concerned about.
While there are many strategies for improving the educational process, we need
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a way to find out what works and what doesn't work as well. Educational
assessment seeks to determine just how well students are learning and is an
integral part of our quest for improved education. The nation is pinning greater
expectations on educational assessment than ever before. We look to these
assessment tools when documenting whether students and institutions are truly
meeting education goals. But we must stop and ask a crucial question: What kind
of assessment is most effective? At a time when traditional testing is subject to
increasing criticism, research suggests that new, exciting approaches to
assessment may be on the horizon. Advances in the sciences of how people
learn and how to measure such learning offer the hope of developing new kinds
of assessments-assessments that help students succeed in school by making as
clear as possible the nature of their accomplishments and the progress of their
learning. Knowing What Students Know essentially explains how expanding
knowledge in the scientific fields of human learning and educational
measurement can form the foundations of an improved approach to assessment.
These advances suggest ways that the targets of assessment-what students
know and how well they know it-as well as the methods used to make inferences
about student learning can be made more valid and instructionally useful.
Principles for designing and using these new kinds of assessments are
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presented, and examples are used to illustrate the principles. Implications for
policy, practice, and research are also explored. With the promise of a productive
research-based approach to assessment of student learning, Knowing What
Students Know will be important to education administrators, assessment
designers, teachers and teacher educators, and education advocates.
This title will provide a single volume introduction to the field of ELT from an
applied linguistics perspective.
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