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Willis examines how gods of early Hinduism came to be established in temples, combining
Sanskrit textual evidence with archaeological data.
A landmark introduction to the archaeology of Africa that challenges misconceptions & claims
about Africa's past and teaches students how to evaluate these claims. Provides an
unprecedented and exciting introduction to the archaeology of AfricaChallenges
misconceptions & claims about Africa's past and teaches students how to evaluate these
claims Includes a thoughtful introduction that explores the contexts that have shaped
archaeological knowledge of Africa's past Lays out research questions that have shaped the
contours of African archaeology Comprised of chapters specifically written for thi.
Madness, sexuality, power, knowledge—are these facts of life or simply parts of speech? In a
series of works of astonishing brilliance, historian Michel Foucault excavated the hidden
assumptions that govern the way we live and the way we think. The Archaeology of Knowledge
begins at the level of "things aid" and moves quickly to illuminate the connections between
knowledge, language, and action in a style at once profound and personal. A summing up of
Foucault's own methadological assumptions, this book is also a first step toward a genealogy
of the way we live now. Challenging, at times infuriating, it is an absolutey indispensable guide
to one of hte most innovative thinkers of our time.
Storylistening makes the case for the urgent need to take stories seriously in order to improve
public reasoning. Dillon and Craig provide a theory and practice for gathering narrative
evidence that will complement and strengthen, not distort, other forms of evidence, including
that from science. Focusing on the cognitive and the collective, Dillon and Craig show how
stories offer alternative points of view, create and cohere collective identities, function as
narrative models, and play a crucial role in anticipation. They explore these four functions in
areas of public reasoning where decisions are strongly influenced by contentious knowledge
and powerful imaginings: climate change, artificial intelligence, the economy, and nuclear
weapons and power. Vivid performative readings of stories from The Ballad of Tam-Lin to The
Terminator demonstrate the insights that storylistening can bring and the ways it might be
practised. The book provokes a reimagining of what a public humanities might look like, and
shows how the structures and practices of public reasoning can evolve to better incorporate
narrative evidence. Storylistening aims to create the conditions in which the important task of
listening to stories is possible, expected, and becomes endemic. Taking the reader through
complex ideas from different disciplines in ways that do not require any prior knowledge, this
book is an essential read for policymakers, political scientists, students of literary studies, and
anyone interested in the public humanities and the value, importance, and operation of
narratives.
There are possibly more explanations for the fall of the Roman Empire than for any other event
in history: from the theory that links the widespread use of lead in utensils and glass with
mental impairment (and hence incapacity for rule) to the sequoia tree theory, which purports to
show through reduced ring growth in these ancient trees how the period coinciding with the fall
of empire was one of hardship and death. The more bizarre theories are entertaining but
devoid of explanatory power. The question still remains: why did the empire fall? As Christie
suggests, the question is misconceived, for rather than collapse there was in the west a
process of transformation and in the east the empire continued, scarcely less 'Roman' than
before even though Rome itself was not a component. One of the distinctive features of
Christie's book is the interplay he allows between history and archaeology, showing the reader
the kinds of theme best illuminated by textual evidence and those where developments in
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archaeology have proved more fruitful.
This book looks at secular urban space in the Mediterranean city, A.D. 284-650, focusing on
places where people from different religious and social group were obliged to mingle. It looks
at streets, processions, fora/ agorai, market buildings, and shops.
A comprehensive introduction to Christian ethics addressing today's most challenging moral
issues Invitation to Christian Ethics is an indispensable guide for helping pastors, counselors,
and everyday Christians navigate today's difficult moral questions. Readers will benefit from
Ken Magnuson's survey of ethics from a biblical perspective as well as contemporary theories
of moral reasoning. This survey is followed by twelve chapters devoted to some of the thorniest
issues Christians encounter today, such as: Sexuality, including homosexuality, sexual identity,
and gender Marriage and divorce Infertility and assisted reproductive technologies Abortion
Physician-assisted suicide Race relations Creation care Capital punishment Just war, pacifism,
and the use of lethal force Magnuson provides biblical insight into each topic and presents key
moral considerations. He also answers specific, practical questions that arise and concludes
with a summary of his recommended approach to each issue. Readers will learn how to
grapple with difficult moral questions and will receive guidance for some of life's most
challenging ethical conundrums. "Ethics will continue to be a line in the sand that separates
Christians. In this volume, Magnuson gives us a biblically-based, logically-sound, historicallyrooted, and future-aware guide that the church so desperately needs in the face of sexual
revolution, moral relativism, and advancing technology." --Brian Arnold, President of Phoenix
Seminary
Biologists, climate scientists, and economists all rely on models to move their work forward. In
this book, Stephen M. Downes explores the use of models in these and other fields to
introduce readers to the various philosophical issues that arise in scientific modeling. Readers
learn that paying attention to models plays a crucial role in appraising scientific work. This book
first presents a wide range of models from a number of different scientific disciplines. After
assembling some illustrative examples, Downes demonstrates how models shed light on many
perennial issues in philosophy of science and in philosophy in general. Reviewing the range of
views on how models represent their targets introduces readers to the key issues in debates
on representation, not only in science but in the arts as well. Also, standard epistemological
questions are cast in new and interesting ways when readers confront the question, "What
makes for a good (or bad) model?" All examples from the sciences and positions in the
philosophy of science are presented in an accessible manner. The book is suitable for
undergraduates with minimal experience in philosophy and an introductory undergraduate
experience in science. Key features: The book serves as a highly accessible philosophical
introduction to models and modeling in the sciences, presenting all philosophical and scientific
issues in a nontechnical manner. Students and other readers learn to practice philosophy of
science by starting with clear examples taken directly from the sciences. While not
comprehensive, this book introduces the reader to a wide range of views on key issues in the
philosophy of science.

How do archaeologists work with the data they identify as a record of the cultural
past? How are these data collected and construed as evidence? What is the
impact on archaeological practice of new techniques of data recovery and
analysis, especially those imported from the sciences? To answer these
questions, the authors identify close-to-the-ground principles of best practice
based on an analysis of examples of evidential reasoning in archaeology that are
widely regarded as successful, contested, or instructive failures. They look at
how archaeologists put old evidence to work in pursuit of new interpretations,
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how they construct provisional foundations for inquiry as they go, and how they
navigate the multidisciplinary ties that make archaeology a productive intellectual
trading zone. This case-based approach is predicated on a conviction that
archaeological practice is a repository of considerable methodological wisdom,
embodied in tacit norms and skilled expertise – wisdom that is rarely made
explicit except when contested, and is often obscured when questions about the
status and reach of archaeological evidence figure in high-profile crisis debates.
Could the story of mankind be far older than we have previously believed? Using
tools as varied as archaeo-astronomy, geology, and computer analysis of ancient
myths, Graham Hancock presents a compelling case to suggest that it is. “A
fancy piece of historical sleuthing . . . intriguing and entertaining and sturdy
enough to give a long pause for thought.”—Kirkus Reviews In Fingerprints of the
Gods, Hancock embarks on a worldwide quest to put together all the pieces of
the vast and fascinating jigsaw of mankind’s hidden past. In ancient monuments
as far apart as Egypt’s Great Sphinx, the strange Andean ruins of Tihuanaco,
and Mexico’s awe-inspiring Temples of the Sun and Moon, he reveals not only
the clear fingerprints of an as-yet-unidentified civilization of remote antiquity, but
also startling evidence of its vast sophistication, technological advancement, and
evolved scientific knowledge. A record-breaking number one bestseller in Britain,
Fingerprints of the Gods contains the makings of an intellectual revolution, a
dramatic and irreversible change in the way that we understand our past—and so
our future. And Fingerprints of God tells us something more. As we recover the
truth about prehistory, and discover the real meaning of ancient myths and
monuments, it becomes apparent that a warning has been handed down to us, a
warning of terrible cataclysm that afflicts the Earth in great cycles at irregular
intervals of time—a cataclysm that may be about to recur. “Readers will hugely
enjoy their quest in these pages of inspired storytelling.”—The Times (UK)
Archaeology in the Making is a collection of bold statements about archaeology,
its history, how it works, and why it is more important than ever. This book
comprises conversations about archaeology among some of its notable
contemporary figures. They delve deeply into the questions that have come to
fascinate archaeologists over the last forty years or so, those that concern major
events in human history such as the origins of agriculture and the state, and
questions about the way archaeologists go about their work. Many of the
conversations highlight quite intensely held personal insight into what motivates
us to pursue archaeology; some may even be termed outrageous in the light they
shed on the way archaeological institutions operate – excavation teams,
professional associations, university departments. Archaeology in the Making is a
unique document detailing the history of archaeology in second half of the 20th
century to the present day through the words of some of its key proponents. It will
be invaluable for anybody who wants to understand the theory and practice of
this ever developing discipline.
Are humans rational? Various experiments performed over the last several
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decades have been interpreted as showing that humans are irrational—we make
significant and consistent errors in logical reasoning, probabilistic reasoning,
similarity judgements, and risk-assessment, to name a few areas. But can these
experiments establish human irrationality, or is it a conceptual truth that humans
must be rational, as various philosophers have argued? In this book, Edward
Stein offers a clear critical account of this debate about rationality in philosophy
and cognitive science. He discusses concepts of rationality—the pictures of
rationality that the debate centres on—and assesses the empirical evidence used
to argue that humans are irrational. He concludes that the question of human
rationality must be answered not conceptually but empirically, using the full
resources of an advanced cognitive science. Furthermore, he extends this
conclusion to argue that empirical considerations are also relevant to the theory
of knowledge—in other words, that epistemology should be naturalized.
Bonded-leather with over 70 breathtaking images and gift box 50% discount.
This is the first book-length study to explore the relationship between
archaeology and modern thought, showing how philosophical ideas that
developed in the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries still dominate our approach
to the material remains of ancient societies. Addressing current debates from a
new viewpoint, Archaeology and Modernity discusses the modern emphasis on
method rather than ethics or meaning, our understanding of change in history
and nature, the role of the nation-state in forming our views of the past, and
contemporary notions of human individuality, the mind, and materiality.
Newly discovered scientific proof validating the legends and myths of ancient
floods, fires, and weather extremes • Presents new scientific evidence revealing
the cause of the end of the last ice age and the cycles of geological events and
species extinctions that followed • Connects physical data to the dramatic earth
changes recounted in oral traditions around the world • Describes the impending
danger from a continuing cycle of catastrophes and extinctions There are a
number of puzzling mysteries in the history of Earth that have yet to be
satisfactorily explained by mainstream science: the extinction of the dinosaurs,
the vanishing of ancient Indian tribes, the formation of the mysterious Carolina
Bays, the disappearance of the mammoths, the sudden ending of the last Ice
Age, and the cause of huge underwater landslides that sent massive tsunamis
racing across the oceans millennia ago. Eyewitness accounts of these events are
chronicled in rich oral traditions handed down through generations of native
peoples. The authors’ recent scientific discoveries link all these events to a
single cause. In The Cycle of Cosmic Catastrophes Richard Firestone, Allen
West, and Simon Warwick-Smith present new scientific evidence about a series
of prehistoric cosmic events that explains why the last Ice Age ended so abruptly.
Their findings validate the ubiquitous legends and myths of floods, fires, and
weather extremes passed down by our ancestors and show how these legendary
events relate to each other. Their findings also support the idea that we are
entering a thousand-year cycle of increasing danger and possibly a new cycle of
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extinctions.
Paleobiology struggled for decades to influence our understanding of evolution
and the history of life because it was stymied by a focus on microevolution and
an incredibly patchy fossil record. But in the 1970s, the field took a radical turn,
as paleobiologists began to investigate processes that could only be recognized
in the fossil record across larger scales of time and space. That turn led to a new
wave of macroevolutionary investigations, novel insights into the evolution of
species, and a growing prominence for the field among the biological sciences. In
The Quality of the Archaeological Record, Charles Perreault shows that
archaeology not only faces a parallel problem, but may also find a model in the
rise of paleobiology for a shift in the science and theory of the field. To get there,
he proposes a more macroscale approach to making sense of the archaeological
record, an approach that reveals patterns and processes not visible within the
span of a human lifetime, but rather across an observation window thousands of
years long and thousands of kilometers wide. Just as with the fossil record, the
archaeological record has the scope necessary to detect macroscale cultural
phenomena because it can provide samples that are large enough to cancel out
the noise generated by micro-scale events. By recalibrating their research to the
quality of the archaeological record and developing a true macroarchaeology
program, Perreault argues, archaeologists can finally unleash the full contributive
value of their discipline.
Powering the Future brings together material that assesses innovative solutions to the
global climate and energy crises. It explores the fundamental differences between
alternative and renewable energy sources, and the role of developing nations in
implementing these technologies, among other issues. Chapters address: An overview
of green energy sources and select worldwide initiatives The benefits of alternative
energy Drawbacks to energy alternatives Differing approaches to alternative energy
implemen-tation The alternative vs. renewable energy debate Alternative energy in the
developing world. A general introduction and introductory essays to each chapter give
the reader the necessary background to put the issue in perspective.
Evidential Reasoning in ArchaeologyBloomsbury Publishing
Provides a fascinating, alternative version of prehistory. New discoveries have radically
reshaped the long-established picture and we know now that the Americas were first
peopled more than 130,000 years ago - many tens of thousands of years before human
settlements became established elsewhere
“This book exhorts the reader to embrace the materiality of archaeology by recognizing
how every step in the discipline’s scientific processes involves interaction with myriad
physical artifacts, ranging from the camel-hair brush to profile drawings to virtual reality
imaging. At the same time, the reader is taken on a phenomenological journey into
various pasts, immersed in the lives of peoples from other times, compelled to engage
their senses with the sights, smells, and noises of the publics and places whose
remains they study. This is a refreshingly original and provocative look at the meaning
of the material culture that lies at the foundation of the archaeological
discipline.”—Michael Brian Schiffer, author of The Material Life of Human Beings “This
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volume is a radical call to fundamentally rethink the ontology, profession, and practice
of archaeology. The authors present a closely reasoned, epistemologically sound
argument for why archaeology should be considered the discipline of things, rather than
its more commonplace definition as the study of the human past through material
traces. All scholars and students of archaeology will need to read and contemplate this
thought-provoking book.”—Wendy Ashmore, Professor of Anthropology, UC Riverside
"A broad, illuminating, and well-researched overview of theoretical problems pertaining
to archaeology. The authors make a calm defense of the role of objects against tedious
claims of 'fetishism.'"—Graham Harman, author of The Quadruple Object
This volume contains thirteen papers which demonstrate the usefulness of 2D and 3D
digital modelling in archaeology, which as the title states goes well beyond simply
producing illustrative site maps, but can be used as a creative form of experimental
archaeology.
"Evidence-based education" (EBE) is a catchline for policy makers and school leaders
alike, with its advocates promoting their work as being "rigorous" and "scientific". The
chapters in this book, written by leading educators and philosophers, place this
approach in context and challenge whether the arguments it leads to live up to the
hype. EBE advocates promote particular, restricted approaches to determining policy
and practice in schools, with only some forms of evidence accepted as legitimate.
Experimental methods designed for the well-controlled environments of science and
medicine in which subjects and treatments can be isolated are nonetheless promoted
as ‘the gold standard’ even when transposed to complex social situations of
interacting teachers and learners. This book explores some of the problems with this
approach. It examines the background to disputes about evidence, the reasons EBE
arguments have become so powerful in modern bureaucracies, the way practitioners
might reason using evidence and the concerns about key notions of rigour, science,
representativeness and effect size, which are often mistakenly interpreted in EBE. The
chapters in this book were originally published in a special issue of the journal,
Educational Research and Evaluation.
Creoles have long been the subject of debate in linguistics, with many conflicting views,
both on how they are formed, and what their political and linguistic status should be.
Indeed, over the past twenty years, some creole specialists have argued that it has
been wrong to think of creoles as anything but language blends in the same way that
Yiddish is a blend of German and Hebrew and Slavic. Here, John H. McWhorter
debunks the most widely accepted idea that creoles are created in the same way as
'children', taking characteristics from both 'parent' languages, and its underlying
assumption that all historical and biological processes are the same. Instead, the facts
support the original, and more interesting, argument that creoles are their own unique
entity and are among the world's only genuinely new languages.
The publication in 1962 of Lew Binford's paper "Archaeology as Anthropology" is
generally considered to mark the birth of processualism--a critical turning point in
American archaeology. In the hands of Binford and other young University of Chicago
graduates of the 1960s, this "new" archaeology became the mainstream approach in
the U.S. The realignment that the processualists proposed was so thorough that its
effects are still being felt today. Predictably, processualism also spun off a number of
other "isms," several of which grew up to challenge its supremacy. Archaeology as a
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Process traces the intellectual history of Americanist archaeology in terms of the
research groups that were at the forefront of these various approaches, concentrating
as much on the archaeologists as it does on method and theory, thus setting it apart
from other treatments published in the last fifteen years. Peppered with rare
photographs of well-known archaeologists in some interesting settings, the book
documents the swirl and excitement of archaeological controversy for the past forty
years with over 1,600 references and an in-depth treatment of all the major intellectual
approaches. The contributors examine how archaeology is conducted--the ins and outs
of how various groups work to promote themselves--and how personal ambition and
animosities can function to further rather than retard the development of the discipline.
In Archaeological Thinking, Charles E. Orser, Jr., provides a commonsense guide to
applying critical thinking skills to archaeological questions and evidence.
Why is understanding causation so important in philosophy and the sciences? Should
causation be defined in terms of probability? Whilst causation plays a major role in
theories and concepts of medicine, little attempt has been made to connect causation
and probability with medicine itself. Causality, Probability, and Medicine is one of the
first books to apply philosophical reasoning about causality to important topics and
debates in medicine. Donald Gillies provides a thorough introduction to and
assessment of competing theories of causality in philosophy, including action-related
theories, causality and mechanisms, and causality and probability. Throughout the book
he applies them to important discoveries and theories within medicine, such as germ
theory; tuberculosis and cholera; smoking and heart disease; the first ever randomized
controlled trial designed to test the treatment of tuberculosis; the growing area of
philosophy of evidence-based medicine; and philosophy of epidemiology. This book will
be of great interest to students and researchers in philosophy of science and
philosophy of medicine, as well as those working in medicine, nursing and related
health disciplines where a working knowledge of causality and probability is required.
Is historical accuracy an indispensable part of the Bible’s storyline, or is Scripture only
concerned with theological truths? As progressive evangelicals threaten to reduce the
Bible’s jurisdiction by undermining its historical claims, every Christian who cares about
the integrity of Scripture must be prepared to answer this question. Do Historical
Matters Matter to Faith? offers a firm defense of Scripture’s legitimacy and the
theological implications of modern and postmodern approaches that teach otherwise. In
this timely and timeless collection of essays, scholars from diverse areas of expertise
lend strong arguments in support of the doctrine of inerrancy. Contributors explore how
the specific challenges of history, authenticity, and authority are answered in the text of
the Old and New Testaments as well as how the Bible is corroborated by philosophy
and archaeology. With contributions from respected scholars—including Allan Millard,
Craig Blomberg, Graham Cole, Michael Haykin, Robert Yarbrough, and Darrell
Bock—Do Historical Matters Matter to Faith? arms Christians with fresh insight,
arguments, and language with which to defend Scripture’s historical accuracy against a
culture and academy skeptical of those claims.
From the author of Guns, Germs and Steel, Jared Diamond's Collapse: How Societies
Choose to Fail or Survive is a visionary study of the mysterious downfall of past
civilizations. Now in a revised edition with a new afterword, Jared Diamond's Collapse
uncovers the secret behind why some societies flourish, while others founder - and
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what this means for our future. What happened to the people who made the forlorn longabandoned statues of Easter Island? What happened to the architects of the crumbling
Maya pyramids? Will we go the same way, our skyscrapers one day standing derelict
and overgrown like the temples at Angkor Wat? Bringing together new evidence from a
startling range of sources and piecing together the myriad influences, from climate to
culture, that make societies self-destruct, Jared Diamond's Collapse also shows how unlike our ancestors - we can benefit from our knowledge of the past and learn to be
survivors. 'A grand sweep from a master storyteller of the human race' - Daily Mail
'Riveting, superb, terrifying' - Observer 'Gripping ... the book fulfils its huge ambition,
and Diamond is the only man who could have written it' - Economis 'This book shines
like all Diamond's work' - Sunday Times
Explorations of science, technology, and innovation in Africa not as the product of
“technology transfer” from elsewhere but as the working of African knowledge. In the
STI literature, Africa has often been regarded as a recipient of science, technology, and
innovation rather than a maker of them. In this book, scholars from a range of
disciplines show that STI in Africa is not merely the product of “technology transfer”
from elsewhere but the working of African knowledge. Their contributions focus on
African ways of looking, meaning-making, and creating. The chapter authors see
Africans as intellectual agents whose perspectives constitute authoritative knowledge
and whose strategic deployment of both endogenous and inbound things represents an
African-centered notion of STI. “Things do not (always) mean the same from
everywhere,” observes Clapperton Chakanetsa Mavhunga, the volume's editor.
Western, colonialist definitions of STI are not universalizable. The contributors discuss
topics that include the trivialization of indigenous knowledge under colonialism; the
creative labor of chimurenga, the transformation of everyday surroundings into military
infrastructure; the role of enslaved Africans in America as innovators and synthesizers;
the African ethos of “fixing”; the constitutive appropriation that makes mobile
technologies African; and an African innovation strategy that builds on domestic
capacities. The contributions describe an Africa that is creative, technological, and
scientific, showing that African STI is the latest iteration of a long process of
accumulative, multicultural knowledge production. Contributors Geri Augusto, Shadreck
Chirikure, Chux Daniels, Ron Eglash, Ellen Foster, Garrick E. Louis, D. A. Masolo,
Clapperton Chakanetsa Mavhunga, Neda Nazemi, Toluwalogo Odumosu, Katrien
Pype, Scott Remer
Today many school students are shielded from one of the most important concepts in
modern science: evolution. In engaging and conversational style, Teaching About
Evolution and the Nature of Science provides a well-structured framework for
understanding and teaching evolution. Written for teachers, parents, and community
officials as well as scientists and educators, this book describes how evolution reveals
both the great diversity and similarity among the Earth's organisms; it explores how
scientists approach the question of evolution; and it illustrates the nature of science as
a way of knowing about the natural world. In addition, the book provides answers to
frequently asked questions to help readers understand many of the issues and
misconceptions about evolution. The book includes sample activities for teaching about
evolution and the nature of science. For example, the book includes activities that
investigate fossil footprints and population growth that teachers of science can use to
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introduce principles of evolution. Background information, materials, and step-by-step
presentations are provided for each activity. In addition, this volume: Presents the
evidence for evolution, including how evolution can be observed today. Explains the
nature of science through a variety of examples. Describes how science differs from
other human endeavors and why evolution is one of the best avenues for helping
students understand this distinction. Answers frequently asked questions about
evolution. Teaching About Evolution and the Nature of Science builds on the 1996
National Science Education Standards released by the National Research Council--and
offers detailed guidance on how to evaluate and choose instructional materials that
support the standards. Comprehensive and practical, this book brings one of today's
educational challenges into focus in a balanced and reasoned discussion. It will be of
special interest to teachers of science, school administrators, and interested members
of the community.
A world-renowned scholar explores the latest archaeological evidence about the
historical Jesus and His world. -- Book Cover.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly passionate…Nixey writes up a
storm. Each sentence is rich, textured, evocative, felt…[A] ballista-bolt of a book.” —New
York Times Book Review In Harran, the locals refused to convert. They were
dismembered, their limbs hung along the town’s main street. In Alexandria, zealots
pulled the elderly philosopher-mathematician Hypatia from her chariot and flayed her to
death with shards of broken pottery. Not long before, their fellow Christians had invaded
the city’s greatest temple and razed it—smashing its world-famous statues and
destroying all that was left of Alexandria’s Great Library. Today, we refer to
Christianity’s conquest of the West as a “triumph.” But this victory entailed an orgy of
destruction in which Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed classical culture,
helping to pitch Western civilization into a thousand-year-long decline. Just one percent
of Latin literature would survive the purge; countless antiquities, artworks, and ancient
traditions were lost forever. As Catherine Nixey reveals, evidence of early Christians’
campaign of terror has been hiding in plain sight: in the palimpsests and shattered
statues proudly displayed in churches and museums the world over. In The Darkening
Age, Nixey resurrects this lost history, offering a wrenching account of the rise of
Christianity and its terrible cost.
"No other work in this field covers the history of important conceptual issues in archaeology in
such a deep and knowledgable way, bringing both philosophical and archeological
sophistication to bear on all of the issues treated. Wylie’s work in Thinking from Things is
original, scholarly, and creative. This book is for anyone who wants to understand
contemporary archaeological theory, how it came to be as it is, its relationship with other
disciplines, and its prospects for the future."—Merrilee Salmon, author of Philosophy and
Archaeology "Wylie is a reasonable and astute thinker who lucidly and persuasively makes
genuinely constructive criticisms of archaeological thought and practice and very useful
suggestions for how to proceed. She commands both philisophy and archaeology to an
unusual degree. Having her articles together in Thinking from Things, with much new material
extending and integrating them, is a major contribution that will be widely welcomed among
archaeologists—both professionals and students, philosophers and historians of science, and
social scientists."—George L. Cowgill, Arizona State University
Shamans of the Lost World examines the archaeological evidence of Hopewell peoples to
deepen our understanding of their practice of shamanism.
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Where do our images about early hominids come from? In this fascinating in-depth study,
David Van Reybrouck demonstrates how input from ethnography and primatology has deeply
influenced our visions about the past from the 19th century to this day – often far beyond the
available evidence. Victorian scholars were keen to look at contemporary Australian and
Tasmanian aboriginals to understand the enigmatic Neanderthal fossils. Likewise, today's
primatologists debate to what extent bonobos, baboons or chimps may be regarded as standins for early human ancestors. The belief that the contemporary world provides 'living links' still
goes strong. Such primate models, Van Reybrouck argues, continue the highly problematic
'comparative method' of the Victorian times. He goes on to show how the field of
ethnoarchaeology has succeeded in circumventing the major pitfalls of such analogical
reasoning.A truly interdisciplinary study, this work shows how scholars working in different
fields can effectively improve their methods for interpreting the deep past by understanding the
historical challenges of adjacent disciplines.Overviewing two centuries of intellectual debate in
fields as diverse as archaeology, ethnography and primatology, Van Reybrouck's book is one
long plea for trying to understand the past on its own terms, rather than as facile projections
from the present.David Van Reybrouck (Bruges, 1971) was trained as an archaeologist at the
universities of Leuven, Cambridge and Leiden. Before becoming a highly successful literary
author (The Plague, Mission, Congo…), he worked as a historian of ideas. For more than twelve
years, he was co-editor of Archaeological Dialogues. In 2011-12, he held the prestigious
Cleveringa Chair at the University of Leiden.
An argument that we should be optimistic about the capacity of “methodologically omnivorous”
geologists, paleontologists, and archaeologists to uncover truths about the deep past. The
“historical sciences”—geology, paleontology, and archaeology—have made extraordinary
progress in advancing our understanding of the deep past. How has this been possible, given
that the evidence they have to work with offers mere traces of the past? In Rock, Bone, and
Ruin, Adrian Currie explains that these scientists are “methodological omnivores,” with a
variety of strategies and techniques at their disposal, and that this gives us every reason to be
optimistic about their capacity to uncover truths about prehistory. Creative and opportunistic
paleontologists, for example, discovered and described a new species of prehistoric duckbilled platypus from a single fossilized tooth. Examining the complex reasoning processes of
historical science, Currie also considers philosophical and scientific reflection on the
relationship between past and present, the nature of evidence, contingency, and scientific
progress. Currie draws on varied examples from across the historical sciences, from Mayan
ritual sacrifice to giant Mesozoic fleas to Mars's mysterious watery past, to develop an account
of the nature of, and resources available to, historical science. He presents two major case
studies: the emerging explanation of sauropod size, and the “snowball earth” hypothesis that
accounts for signs of glaciation in Neoproterozoic tropics. He develops the Ripple Model of
Evidence to analyze “unlucky circumstances” in scientific investigation; examines and refutes
arguments for pessimism about the capacity of the historical sciences, defending the role of
analogy and arguing that simulations have an experiment-like function. Currie argues for a
creative, open-ended approach, “empirically grounded” speculation.
The recent crisis in the world of antiquities collecting has prompted scholars and the general
public to pay more attention than ever before to the archaeological findspots and collecting
histories of ancient artworks. This new scrutiny is applied to works currently on the market as
well as to those acquired since (and despite) the 1970 UNESCO Convention, which aimed to
prevent the trafficking in cultural property. When it comes to famous works that have been in
major museums for many generations, however, the matter of their origins is rarely considered.
Canonical pieces like the Barberini Togatus or the Fonseca bust of a Flavian lady appear in
many scholarly studies and virtually every textbook on Roman art. But we have no more
certainty about these works' archaeological contexts than we do about those that surface on
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the market today. This book argues that the current legal and ethical debates over looting,
ownership and cultural property have distracted us from the epistemological problems inherent
in all (ostensibly) ancient artworks lacking a known findspot, problems that should be of great
concern to those who seek to understand the past through its material remains.
How do archaeologists make effective use of physical traces and material culture as
repositories of evidence? Material Evidence takes a resolutely case-based approach to this
question, exploring instances of exemplary practice, key challenges, instructive failures, and
innovative developments in the use of archaeological data as evidence. The goal is to bring to
the surface the wisdom of practice, teasing out norms of archaeological reasoning from
evidence. Archaeologists make compelling use of an enormously diverse range of material
evidence, from garbage dumps to monuments, from finely crafted artifacts rich with cultural
significance to the detritus of everyday life and the inadvertent transformation of landscapes
over the long term. Each contributor to Material Evidence identifies a particular type of
evidence with which they grapple and considers, with reference to concrete examples, how
archaeologists construct evidential claims, critically assess them, and bring them to bear on
pivotal questions about the cultural past. Historians, cultural anthropologists, philosophers, and
science studies scholars are increasingly interested in working with material things as objects
of inquiry and as evidence – and they acknowledge on all sides just how challenging this is.
One of the central messages of the book is that close analysis of archaeological best practice
can yield constructive guidelines for practice that have much to offer archaeologists and those
in related fields.
The question of ethnicity is highly controversial in contemporary archaeology. Indigenous and
nationalist claims to territory, often rely on reconstructions of the past based on the traditional
identification of 'cultures' from archaeological remains. Sian Jones responds to the need for a
reassessment of the ways in which social groups are identified in the archaeological record,
with a comprehensive and critical synthesis of recent theories of ethnicity in the human
sciences. In doing so, she argues for a fundamentally different view of ethnicity, as a complex
dynamic form of identification, requiring radical changes in archaeological analysis and
interpretation.
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