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This volume explores the significance of literacy for everyday life in the ancient world. It
focuses on the use of writing and written materials, the circumstances of their use, and
different types of users. The broad geographic and chronologic frame of reference
includes many kinds of written materials, from Pharaonic Egypt and ancient China
through the early middle ages, yet a focus is placed on the Roman Empire.
Illustrations: 31 B/w Illustrations Description: This magnum opus of Jeannine Auboyer
refashions an ancient India which is not so very different from the one that we know
today, a country made simultaneously of theories, principles and realities, in which the
human presence is constantly visible through the tangle of rules and rites. According to
the author, though India has not produced true chronicles in the Western sense of the
word, still the readers may be assured that in most everyday aspect India conforms to
the image of itself that it has transmitted to us over the centuries which is an arresting
one because of its multiple facets. The volume introduces the Indian life in terms of the
geographical and historical background, the social structure and its religious principles,
the political and administrative structure, economics and everyday life; individual and
collective existence with reference to the background to regular life, the importance of
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religion, the individual and the family, and the monastic and ascetic life; and royal and
aristocratic existence in view of urban elitism and styles, royal environment and the
imperial pomp. Based on a whole series of technical or descriptive texts, storied
monuments, the discoveries or archaeological excavations, numismatics, epigraphy
and, in addition, contemporary chronicles by the foreigners, this well-documented
volume deals brilliantly both with the traditional character of Indian civilization and with
its changing patterns taking into consideration an exceptionally lengthy period, almost a
thousand years, to give a necessary breadth of detail to the understanding of various
historical processes through which the social fabric of India was characterised.
The Book Opens With A Critical Survey Of Religion, Art And Culture And Their Impact
On People And Society At Large. Buddhism, Jainism And Bhakti Movements, All Are
Judiciously Incorporated In The Present Monograph.
In thirteenth-century Maharashtra, a new vernacular literature emerged to challenge the
hegemony of Sanskrit, a language largely restricted to men of high caste. In a vivid and
accessible idiom, this new Marathi literature inaugurated a public debate over the ethics
of social difference grounded in the idiom of everyday life. The arguments of vernacular
intellectuals pushed the question of social inclusion into ever-wider social realms,
spearheading the development of a nascent premodern public sphere that valorized the
quotidian world in sociopolitical terms. The Quotidian Revolution examines this pivotal
moment of vernacularization in Indian literature, religion, and public life by investigating
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courtly donative Marathi inscriptions alongside the first extant texts of Marathi literature:
the Lilacaritra (1278) and the Jñanesvari (1290). Novetzke revisits the influence of
Chakradhar (c. 1194), the founder of the Mahanubhav religion, and Jnandev (c. 1271),
who became a major figure of the Varkari religion, to observe how these avant-garde
and worldly elites pursued a radical intervention into the social questions and ethics of
the age. Drawing on political anthropology and contemporary theories of social justice,
religion, and the public sphere, The Quotidian Revolution explores the specific
circumstances of this new discourse oriented around everyday life and its lasting
legacy: widening the space of public debate in a way that presages key aspects of
Indian modernity and democracy.
The traditions that define Indian life have remained unchanged for thousands of years.
Emphasizing the nine centuries of the "golden age," this introduction to India's noble
culture reconstructs a time when political and religious enlightenment flourished, and
artistic creation reached its height. It evokes the complexities of India's ancient epoch,
caste system, endless ritual, and ceremonial nature of human relations.
Written in Kashmir around 400 CE, Haribhatta’s Jåtakamåla is a remarkable example
of classical Sanskrit literature in a mixture of prose and verse that for centuries was
known only in its Tibetan translation. But between 1973 and 2004 a large portion of the
Sanskrit original was rediscovered in a number of anonymous manuscripts. With this
volume Peter Khoroche offers the most complete translation to date, making almost 80
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percent of the work available in English. Haribhatta’s Jåtakamålå is a sophisticated and
personal adaptation of popular stories, mostly non-Buddhist in origin, all illustrating the
future Buddha’s single-minded devotion to the good of all creatures, and his desire, no
matter what his incarnation—man, woman, peacock, elephant, merchant, or king—to
assist others on the path to nirvana. Haribhatta’s insight into human and animal
behavior, his astonishing eye for the details of landscape, and his fine descriptive
powers together make this a unique record of everyday life in ancient India as well as a
powerful statement of Buddhist ethics. This translation will be a landmark in the study of
Buddhism and of the culture of ancient India.
People of the ancient world come to life in a vivid anecdotal narrative that
highlights the daily lives and achievements of Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, and
Mesopotamians-people living between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers-in ancient
times. Easy to read and understand, this story shows kids how ancient people
thought, how they traveled, how they looked at marriage and family, what they
ate, what they built, what they wore, and what their houses were like. From
education and law to art and architecture, appreciation grows for the
accomplishments upon which our own civilization is based.
Presents an introduction to ancient India, covering such topics as religion, the
military, cuisine, social structure, and everyday life, with instructions for fifteen
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handicraft projects for recreating ancient items.
India has a long history rich in culture. The ancient civilizations of India—the Indus
Valley Civilization, the Maurya Empire, and the Gupta Empire—were made up of
sophisticated people whose art and lives contributed greatly to future
generations. In addition to learning about the culture of ancient India, readers will
learn how political and social changes of any region affect its art and culture.
Boasting engaging text, rich and colorful illustrations, and an enhanced e-book
option, this title is a valuable resource for report research.
Were smartphones and video games used in the Indus Valley Civilization, the
Maurya Empire, and the Gupta Empire? Maybe not, but just because they were
ancient peoples does not mean they didn't have sophisticated technology for the
time. This volume examines the developments that allowed the progression and
improvement of ancient India and connects them to technological innovations
throughout the ages and today. Featuring engaging text, rich and colorful
illustrations, and an enhanced e-book option, this title is a valuable resource for
researching school reports.
This book explores what life was really like for everyday people in the Indus
Valley civilization. Using primary sources and information from archeological
discoveries, it uncovers some fascinating insights and explodes some myths.
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Supported by timelines, maps, and references to important events and people,
children will really feel they are on a time-traveling journey when reading this
book.
It's difficult to understand ancient civilizations when they lived so differently than
we do today. This volume makes ancient India relevant by describing the day-to-
day lifestyles of people of the Indus Valley Civilization, the Maurya Empire, and
the Gupta Empire. Readers will learn about the roles of women, men, and
children; what their homes looked like; the clothes they wore; their grooming
habits; and what they liked to eat. With engaging text, rich and colorful
illustrations, and an enhanced e-book option, this title is a valuable research
resource for reports.
Describes the history, daily life, religion, and social customs of ancient India.
Studies In Vatsyayana`S Kamasutra.
Reveals everyday life in ancient China through an account in graphic novel
format of an ordinary day for a peasant family growing rice during the Han
Dynasty.
The civilizations of ancient India had their own different governments. In the
Indus Valley Civilization, priest kings were at the head of government. The
Maurya Empire boasted a stable, centralized government that allowed the
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flourishing of trade and culture. That government had weakened by the time of
the Gupta Empire, opening the gates to foreign invaders and civil wars. This
informative volume charts the changes in leadership in ancient India and ends
with a comparison to India’s government today. With engaging text, rich and
colorful illustrations, and an enhanced e-book option, this title is a valuable
resource for student reports.
For 5,000 years, India has undergone continual transformation, and the past is
still very much present in modern-day India. Packed with outstanding
photographs accompanying an insightful text, this book traces the evolution of
ancient India, examining the major historical events from the 3rd millennium BC
until the arrival of the Muslims in the 12th century AD. The text delves into
aspects of daily life in ancient India–the social and political structures, village and
city life, arts and aesthetics, and religion. The final section is a useful reference
for travelers to India, presenting the country’s most important artistic and
religious sites, complete with floor plans, close-up details of statues and works of
art, and a wealth of photographs that walk us through the country’s most
significant monuments. Throughout the book, hundreds of images depict the
jewelry, statuary, and other artifacts created during each epoch, revealing details
of daily life, spiritual beliefs, changes in dress and fashion, advances in
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technology, and much more. At the back of the book, an extensive glossary
explains relevant terms. Anyone interested in ancient civilizations will be
fascinated by this painstakingly researched and gorgeously illustrated volume.
Describes the history, culture, and daily life of ancient India and explains how it
continues to affect our world today.
Daily Life in Ancient IndiaFrom Approximately 200 BC to AD 700South Asia
Books
Even in ancient India, money is always a good thing and everyone wants it. The
stories in 'The Mouse Merchant' - selected from the Sanskrit universe, from the
period of the late Rig Veda to the twelfth century - tell us how money was dealt
with in everyday life in ancient and medieval Indian society. At the heart of these
tales is the merchant. Sometimes gullible, sometimes greedy; ingenious at some
moments, dim-witted at others; and hopelessly in love with courtesans but also
loyal to their wives, our merchant heroes show how innovation in business is
sometimes more important than capital. 'The Mouse Merchant' puts these stories
into the context of Indian business history, giving not only rare insights into the
romance of the ancient seafaring life but also great wisdom about money.
By way of a personal note, I can reveal to the reader that I was led to Sanskrit by
an exposure to Indian philosophy while still a child. These early mystical interests
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gave way in the university to scholarly pursuits and, through reading the works of
Franklin Edgerton, Louis Renou and Etienne Lamotte, I was introduced to the
scientific study of the· past, to philology and the academic study of an ancient
literature. In this period I wrote a number of books on Sanskrit aesthetics,
concentrating on the sophisticated Indian notions of suggestion. This work has
culminated in a three-volume study of the Dhvanyaloka and the
Dhvanyalokalocana, for the Harvard Oriental Series. Eventually I found that I
wanted to broaden my concern with India, to learn what was at the universal core
of my studies and what could be of interest to everyone. In reading Indian
literature, I came across so many bizarre tales and ideas that seemed
incomprehensible and removed from the concerns of everyday life that I became
troubled. Vedantic ideas of the world as a dream, for example, to which I had
been particularly partial, seemed grandiose and megalomanic. I turned away with
increasing scepticism from what I felt to be the hysterical outpourings of mystical
and religious fanaticism.
Ideal for high school and college students studying history through the everyday
lives of men and women, this book offers intriguing information about the jobs
that people have held, from ancient times to the 21st century. • Provides
detailed, interesting essays describing more than 300 professions and
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occupations across a broad range of eras, including the 21st century, and from
around the world, which will give readers a wider understanding of how people
have supported themselves throughout time • Supplies historical primary
documents that provide personal perspectives on past occupations • Offers
fascinating information on how professions began, who did them, and continuity
in occupations across time, such as that 18th-century journalists were often
imprisoned for displeasing those in authority, and yet 21st-century U.S.
journalists may still spend time in jail for refusing to reveal their sources
Even in ancient India, money is always a good thing and everyone wants it. The
stories in The Mouse Merchant—selected from the Sanskrit universe, from the
period of the late Rig Veda to the twelfth century—tell us how money was dealt
with in everyday life in ancient and medieval Indian society. At the heart of these
tales is the merchant. Sometimes gullible, sometimes greedy; ingenious at some
moments, dim-witted at others; and hopelessly in love with courtesans but also
loyal to their wives, our merchant heroes show how innovation in business is
sometimes more important than capital. The Mouse Merchant puts these stories
into the context of Indian business history, giving not only rare insights into the
romance of the ancient seafaring life but also great wisdom about money.
Reveals everyday life in ancient India through an account in graphic novel format
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of an ordinary day for a family of garland makers, members of one of the
craftsmen castes, during the reign of Asoka.
An action-packed thematic history for 8 to 12-year-olds comparing life, work and trade
in ancient Eygpt, Greece and Rome. China, India and the Americas - with step-by-step
projects and 1500 pictures.
Simple text and illustrations describe daily life in ancient India.
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