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Gas makes or breaks economies, as shown by the effects of the 2009 Ukraine/Russia gas supply crisis. Joshua Posaner looks at four case
study countries in Central and Eastern Europe. He examines the interdependence between the domestic political structure of a gas importdependent country and the price it paid for imports up to 2014, using the level of reliance on the dominant supplier as an indicator. The more
dependent a country is on a single supplier, the more it pays for its supplies. The author aims to explain why capitals prioritize energy security
and balance their import portfolios differently, while taking a new angle on the European gas system. He offers a timely investigation into an
oft-reported subject, with Russia’s perceived “energy weapon” and themes of “energy dependence” weighing heavily on European political
discourse.
Islam in the Balance: Ideational Threats in Arab Politics is an analysis of how ideas, or political ideology, can threaten states and how states
react to ideational threats. It examines the threat perception and policies of two Arab Muslim majority states, Egypt and Saudi Arabia, in
response to the rise and activities of two revolutionary "Islamic states," established in Iran (1979) and Sudan (1989). Using these comparative
case studies, the book provides important insight about the role of religious ideology for the international and domestic politics of the Middle
East and, in doing so, advances our understanding of how, why, and when ideology affects threat perception and state policy. Rubin makes
clear that transnational ideologies may present a greater and more immediate national security threat than shifts in the military balance of
power: first because ideology, or ideational power, triggers threat perception and affects state policy; second because states engage in
ideational balancing in response to an ideological threat. The book has significant implications for international relations theory and engages
important debates in comparative politics about authoritarianism and Islamic activism. Its findings about how an Islamist regime or state
behaves will provide vital insight for policy creation by the US and its Middle East allies should another such regime or state emerge.
U.S. national security policy is at a critically important crossroads. The Bush Doctrine of unilateralism, pre-emptive war, and the imposition of
democracy by force has proven disastrous. The United States now finds itself vilified abroad, weakened at home, and bogged down in a
seemingly endless and unwinnable war. In To Lead the World, Melvyn P. Leffler and Jeffrey W. Legro bring together eleven of America's
most esteemed writers and thinkers to offer concrete, historically grounded suggestions for how America can regain its standing in the world
and use its power more wisely than it has during the Bush years. Best-selling authors such as David Kennedy, Niall Ferguson, Robert Kagan,
Francis Fukuyama, and Samantha Power address such issues as how the US can regain its respect in the world, respond to the biggest
threats now facing the country, identify reasonable foreign policy goals, manage the growing debt burden, achieve greater national security,
and successfully engage a host of other problems left unsolved and in many cases exacerbated by the Bush Doctrine. Representing a wide
range of perspectives, the writers gathered here place the current foreign-policy predicament firmly in the larger context of American and
world history and draw upon realistic appraisals of both the strengths and the limits of American power. They argue persuasively that the kind
of leadership that made the United States a great--and greatly admired--nation in the past can be revitalized to meet the challenges of the
21st century. Written by prize-winning authors and filled with level-headed, far-sighted, and achievable recommendations, To Lead the World
will serve as a primary source of political wisdom in the post-Bush era and will add immeasurably to the policy debates surrounding the 2008
presidential election.
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What causes war? How can military conflicts best be prevented? A prominent political scientist here addresses these questions, offering
ideas that will be widely debated. Stephen Van Evera frames five conditions that increase the risk of interstate war: false optimism about the
likely outcome of a war, a first-strike advantage, fluctuation in the relative power of states, circumstances that allow nations to parlay one
conquest into another, and circumstances that make conquest easy. According to Van Evera, all but one of these conditions—false
optimism—rarely occur today, but policymakers often erroneously believe in their existence. He argues that these misperceptions are
responsible for many modern wars, and explores both World Wars, the Korean War, and the 1967 Mideast War as test cases. Finally, he
assesses the possibility of nuclear war by applying all five hypotheses to its potential onset. Van Evera's book demonstrates that ideas from
the Realist paradigm can offer strong explanations for international conflict and valuable prescriptions for its control.
Focusing on the expected military impact of technological change and the capacity of states to confidently monitor the innovations of its
neighbors, this book explains the conditions under which states may be able to successfully forge cooperative agreements that improve their
security.
"Daryl G. Press uses historical evidence to answer two crucial questions: When a country backs down in a crisis, does its credibility suffer?
How do leaders assess their adversaries' credibility? Press illuminates the decision-making processes behind events such as the crises in
Europe that preceded World War II, the superpower showdowns over Berlin in the 1950s and 60s, and the Cuban Missile Crisis."--Page 4 of
cover.
"Pollock and Edwards explain the nuts-and-bolts of research design and data analysis in a clear and concise style. The Essential of Political
Analysis is an intuitive introduction to complex material, replete with examples from the political science literature that add relevance to
statistical concepts. This text offers students an excellent balance between the technical and the practical." —Francis Neely, San Francisco
State University Gain the skills you need to conduct political analysis and critically assess statistical research. In this Sixth Edition of The
Essentials of Political Science, bestselling authors Philip H. Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards build students’ analytic abilities and develop
their statistical reasoning with new data, fresh exercises, and accessible examples. This brief, accessible guide walks students through the
essentials—measuring concepts, formulating and testing hypotheses, describing variables—while using key terms, chapter-opening objectives,
over 80 tables and figures, and practical exercises to get them using and applying their new skills. Using SPSS, STATA or R? Discounted
package deals available with Philip H. Pollock’s companion workbooks. See more information on the "Packages" tab or contact your SAGE |
CQ Press sales rep. Give your students the SAGE edge! SAGE edge offers a robust online environment featuring an impressive array of free
tools and resources for review, study, and further exploration, keeping both instructors and students on the cutting edge of teaching and
learning. Learn more at edge.sagepub.com/pollock.
Guide to Methods for Students of Political ScienceCornell University Press
Black Gold and Blackmail seeks to explain why great powers adopt such different strategies to protect their oil access from politically
motivated disruptions. In extreme cases, such as Imperial Japan in 1941, great powers fought wars to grab oil territory in anticipation of a
potential embargo by the Allies; in other instances, such as Germany in the early Nazi period, states chose relatively subdued measures like
oil alliances or domestic policies to conserve oil. What accounts for this variation? Fundamentally, it is puzzling that great powers fear oil
coercion at all because the global market makes oil sanctions very difficult to enforce. Rosemary A. Kelanic argues that two variables
determine what strategy a great power will adopt: the petroleum deficit, which measures how much oil the state produces domestically
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compared to what it needs for its strategic objectives; and disruptibility, which estimates the susceptibility of a state's oil imports to military
interdiction—that is, blockade. Because global markets undercut the effectiveness of oil sanctions, blockade is in practice the only true threat
to great power oil access. That, combined with the devastating consequences of oil deprivation to a state's military power, explains why
states fear oil coercion deeply despite the adaptive functions of the market. Together, these two variables predict a state's coercive
vulnerability, which determines how willing the state will be to accept the costs and risks attendant on various potential strategies. Only those
great powers with large deficits and highly disruptible imports will adopt the most extreme strategy: direct control of oil through territorial
conquest.
Great powers often initiate risky military and diplomatic inventions in far-off, peripheral regions that pose no direct threat to them, risking direct
confrontation with rivals in strategically inconsequential places. Why do powerful countries behave in a way that leads to entrapment in
prolonged, expensive, and self-defeating conflicts? Jeffrey W. Taliaferro suggests that such interventions are driven by the refusal of senior
officials to accept losses in their state's relative power, international status, or prestige. Instead of cutting their losses, leaders often continue
to invest blood and money in failed excursions into the periphery. Their policies may seem to be driven by rational concerns about power and
security, but Taliaferro deems them to be at odds with the master explanation of political realism. Taliaferro constructs a "balance-of-risk"
theory of foreign policy that draws on defensive realism (in international relations) and prospect theory (in psychology). He illustrates the
power of this new theory in several case narratives: Germany's initiation and escalation of the 1905 and 1911 Moroccan crises, the United
States' involvement in the Korean War in 1950–52, and Japan's entanglement in the second Sino-Japanese war in 1937–40 and its decisions
for war with the U.S. in 1940–41.
The CQ Press Guide to Urban Politics and Policy in the United States will bring the CQ Press reference guide approach to topics in urban
politics and policy in the United States. If the old adage that “all politics is local” is even partially true, then cities are important centers for
political activity and for the delivery of public goods and services. U.S. cities are diverse in terms of their political and economic development,
demographic makeup, governance structures, and public policies. Yet there are some durable patterns across American cities, too. Despite
differences in governance and/or geographic size, most cities face similar challenges in the management of public finances, the
administration of public safety, and education. And all U.S. cities have a similar legal status within the federal system. This reference guide
will help students understand how American cities (from old to new) have developed over time (Part I), how the various city governance
structures allocate power across city officials and agencies (Part II), how civic and social forces interact with the organs of city government
and organize to win control over these organs and/or their policy outputs (Part III), and what patterns of public goods and services cities
produce for their residents (Part IV). The thematic and narrative structure allows students to dip into a topic in urban politics for deeper
historical and comparative context than would be possible in either an A-to-Z encyclopedia entry or in an urban studies course text.
FEATURES: Approximately 40 chapters organized in major thematic parts in one volume available in both print and electronic formats. Front
matter includes an Introduction by the Editors along with biographical backgrounds about the Editors and the Contributing Authors. Back
matter includes a compilation of relevant topical data or tabular presentation of major historical developments (population grown; size of city
budgets; etc.) or historical figures (e.g., mayors), a bibliographic essay, and a detailed index. Sidebars are provided throughout, and chapters
conclude with References & Further Readings and Cross References to related chapters (as links in the e-version). This Guide is a valuable
reference on the topics in urban politics and policy in the United States. The thematic and narrative structure allows researchers to dip into a
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topic in urban politics for a deeper historical and comparative context than would be possible in either an A-to-Z encyclopedia entry or in an
urban studies course text.
The use of case studies to build and test theories in political science and the other social sciences has increased in recent years. Many
scholars have argued that the social sciences rely too heavily on quantitative research and formal models and have attempted to develop and
refine rigorous methods for using case studies. This text presents a comprehensive analysis of research methods using case studies and
examines the place of case studies in social science methodology. It argues that case studies, statistical methods, and formal models are
complementary rather than competitive. The book explains how to design case study research that will produce results useful to policymakers
and emphasizes the importance of developing policy-relevant theories. It offers three major contributions to case study methodology: an
emphasis on the importance of within-case analysis, a detailed discussion of process tracing, and development of the concept of typological
theories. Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social Sciences will be particularly useful to graduate students and scholars in social
science methodology and the philosophy of science, as well as to those designing new research projects, and will contribute greatly to the
broader debate about scientific methods.
Law research students often begin their PhDs without having an awareness of methodology, or the opportunity to think about the practice of
research and its theoretical implications. Law Schools are, however, increasingly alive to the need to provide training in research methods to
their students. They are also alive to the need to develop the research capacities of their early career scholars, not least for the Research
Excellence Framework exercise. This book offers a structured approach to doing so, focusing on issues of methodology - ie, the theoretical
elements of research - within the context of EU and international law. The book can be used alone, or could form the basis of a seminarbased course, or a departmental, or even regional, discussion group. At the core of the book are the materials produced for a series of
workshops, funded by the Arts & Humanities Research Council's Collaborative Doctoral Training Fund, on Legal Research Methodologies in
EU and international law. These materials consist of a document with readings on main and less mainstream methodological approaches
(what we call modern and critical approaches, and the 'law and' approaches) to research in EU and international law, and a series of
questions and exercises which encourage reflection on those readings, both in their own terms, and in terms of different research agendas.
There are also supporting materials, giving guidance on practical matters, such as how to give a paper or be a discussant at an academic
conference. The basic aim of the book is to help scholars in EU and international law reflect on their research: where does it fit within the
discipline, what kinds of research questions they think interesting, how do they pursue them, what theoretical perspective best supports their
way of thinking their project, and so on. The book is aimed both at PhD students and early career scholars in EU and international law, and
also at more established scholars who are interested in reflecting on the development of their discipline, as well as supervising research
projects.
How to Write a BA Thesis is the only book that directly addresses the needs of undergraduate students writing a major paper. This book
offers step-by-step advice on how to move from early ideas to finished paper. It covers choosing a topic, selecting an advisor, writing a
proposal, conducting research, developing an argument, writing and editing the thesis, and making through a defense. Lipson also
acknowledges the challenges that arise when tackling such a project, and he offers advice for breaking through writer’s block and juggling
school-life demands. This is a must-read for anyone writing a BA thesis, or for anyone who advises these students.
"Stephen Van Evera's Guide to Methods makes an important contribution toward improving the use of case studies for theory development
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and testing in the social sciences. His trenchant and concise views on issues ranging from epistemology to specific research techniques
manage to convey not only the methods but the ethos of research. This book is essential reading for social science students at all levels who
aspire to conduct rigorous research."—Alexander L. George, Stanford University, and Andrew Bennett, Georgetown University "Van Evera has
a keen awareness of the questions that arise in every phase of the political science research project—from initial conception to final
presentation. Although others may not agree with all of his specific advice, all will appreciate his user-friendly introduction to what is
sometimes seen as an abstract and difficult topic."—Timothy J. McKeown, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill For the last few years,
Stephen Van Evera has greeted new graduate students at MIT with a commonsense introduction to qualitative methods in the social
sciences. His helpful hints, always warmly received, grew from a handful of memos to an underground classic primer. That primer has now
evolved into a book of how-to information about graduate study, which is essential reading for graduate students and undergraduates in
political science, sociology, anthropology, economics, and history—and for their advisers.
"Crawford explains the political dynamics of pivotal deterrence and the conditions under which it is likely to succeed, while examining some of
its most impressive feats and failures. German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck's agile approach to the 1870s Eastern Crisis, which prevented
war between Russia and Austria-Hungary, is contrasted with Britain's ambiguous and ill-fated maneuvers to deter Germany and France in
July 1914. Shifting to the 1960s Cold War, Crawford explores the successes and setbacks in U.S. efforts to prevent NATO allies Greece and
Turkey from fighting over Cyprus and to defuse the Kashmir conflict between India and Pakistan."--BOOK JACKET.
Nearly all empirical work in political science is fundamentally historical, yet very little attention has been given to the problem of grounding
claims to historical knowledge. In Writing the Arab-Israeli Conflict Jonathan B. Isacoff constructs the nature of historical knowledge by deftly
examining the multiple histories of the Arab-Israeli conflict written by generations of Israeli scholars. He also undertakes briefer analysis of
literature, drawn from both historians and political scientists of the Vietnam War, demonstrating that historical revisionism is not unique to the
study of the Middle East. Focusing on different schools of historical interpretation Writing the Arab-Israeli Conflict argues for a pragmatist
approach in the tradition of John Dewey. Most importantly, this exceptional work suggests a number of practical methodological measures
that can be taken to produce more sophisticated and nuanced political science scholarship.
The Greek-Turkish War of 1919–1923—also known as the Western Front of the Turkish War of Liberation and the Asia Minor Campaign—was
one of the key aftershocks of the First World War. Internationally better known for its aftermath, the Compulsory Population Exchange
between Greece and Turkey, the Catastrophe of Ottoman Greeks, and the foundation of the Republic of Turkey under Mustafa Kemal
Atatürk, the war has never been given a holistic treatment in English, despite its long shadow over the Greek-Turkish relationship. The
contributors in this volume address this gap by brining to the fore, on its centenary, aspects of the onset, conduct, and aftermath of this war.
Combining insights from the study of international relations, political science, strategic studies, military history, migration studies, and social
history the contributions tell the story of leaders and decisions, battles and campaigns, voluntary and involuntary migration, and the human
stories of suffering and resilience. It is aspects of the story of the last gasp of the Great War in Europe, brought to its final end with Treaty of
Lausanne of 1923.

Some in the social sciences argue that the same logic applies to both qualitative and quantitative methods. In A Tale of
Two Cultures, Gary Goertz and James Mahoney demonstrate that these two paradigms constitute different cultures,
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each internally coherent yet marked by contrasting norms, practices, and toolkits. They identify and discuss major
differences between these two traditions that touch nearly every aspect of social science research, including design,
goals, causal effects and models, concepts and measurement, data analysis, and case selection. Although focused on
the differences between qualitative and quantitative research, Goertz and Mahoney also seek to promote toleration,
exchange, and learning by enabling scholars to think beyond their own culture and see an alternative scientific worldview.
This book is written in an easily accessible style and features a host of real-world examples to illustrate methodological
points.
The quality of the peace arrived at via liberal peacebuilding approaches has been poor. The related statebuilding praxis
has generally been unable to respond to its critics. What is at stake is a recognition of peacebuilding's everyday political,
social, economic, and cultural dynamics. This indicates the emergence of a post-liberal form of peace.
Paradigms and Sand Castles demonstrates the relationship between thoughtful research design and the collection of
persuasive evidence in support of theory. It teaches the craft of research through interesting and carefully selected
examples from the field of comparative development studies. Barbara Geddes is Professor of Political Science at the
University of California, Los Angeles.
International justice has become a crucial part of the ongoing political debates about the future of shattered societies like
Bosnia, Kosovo, Rwanda, Cambodia, and Chile. Why do our governments sometimes display such striking idealism in
the face of war crimes and atrocities abroad, and at other times cynically abandon the pursuit of international justice
altogether? Why today does justice seem so slow to come for war crimes victims in the Balkans? In this book, Gary Bass
offers an unprecedented look at the politics behind international war crimes tribunals, combining analysis with
investigative reporting and a broad historical perspective. The Nuremberg trials powerfully demonstrated how effective
war crimes tribunals can be. But there have been many other important tribunals that have not been as successful, and
which have been largely left out of today's debates about international justice. This timely book brings them in, using
primary documents to examine the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars, World War I, the Armenian genocide, World War II,
and the recent wars in the former Yugoslavia. Bass explains that bringing war criminals to justice can be a military ordeal,
a source of endless legal frustration, as well as a diplomatic nightmare. The book takes readers behind the scenes to see
vividly how leaders like David Lloyd George, Winston Churchill, Franklin Roosevelt, and Bill Clinton have wrestled with
these agonizing moral dilemmas. The book asks how law and international politics interact, and how power can be made
to serve the cause of justice. Bass brings new archival research to bear on such events as the prosecution of the
Armenian genocide, presenting surprising episodes that add to the historical record. His sections on the former
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Yugoslavia tell--with important new discoveries--the secret story of the politicking behind the prosecution of war crimes in
Bosnia, drawing on interviews with senior White House officials, key diplomats, and chief prosecutors at the war crimes
tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. Bass concludes that despite the obstacles, legalistic justice for war criminals is
nonetheless worth pursuing. His arguments will interest anyone concerned about human rights and the pursuit of
idealism in international politics.
Examining how the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ (ASEAN) has responded to external threats over the past 50
years, this book provides a compelling account of regional state actions and foreign policy in the face of potential
sovereignty violation. The author draws on a large amount of previously unanalysed material, including declassified
government documents and WikiLeaks cables, to examine four key cases since 1975. Taking into account state interests
and the role of external powers, the author develops the ‘vanguard state theory’ to explain ASEAN state responses to
sovereignty violation, which, it is argued, has universal applicability and explanatory power.
In the first collection of interviews with the most prominent scholars in comparative politics since World War II, Gerardo L.
Munck and Richard Snyder trace key developments in the field during the twentieth century. Organized around a broad
set of themes -- intellectual formation and training; major works and ideas; the craft and tools of research; colleagues,
collaborators, and students; and the past and future of comparative politics -- these in-depth interviews offer unique and
candid reflections that bring the research process to life and shed light on the human dimension of scholarship. Giving
voice to scholars who practice their craft in different ways yet share a passion for knowledge about global politics,
Passion, Craft, and Method in Comparative Politics offers a wealth of insights into contemporary debates about the state
of knowledge in comparative politics and the future of the field. -- Margaret Keck, Johns Hopkins University
What role does the political survival of prime ministers play in Japan’s relations with China over the Yasukuni issue?
Three Japanese prime ministers, including Nakasone Yasuhiro, Hashimoto Ryutaro and Abe Shinzo, complied with
China’s demands and stopped visiting the controversial Shrine in 1986, 1997 and 2007, respectively. By contrast, the
Yasukuni controversy intensified between 2001 and 2006 when a popular Prime Minister Koizumi Junichiro was
determined to pay regular homage to the Yasukuni Shrine annually. Prime Minister Abe, who previously demonstrated
restraint over the issue in his first term between 2006 and 2007, visited the Yasukuni unexpectedly in 2013 but not in
2014 or 2015. To explain this variation, this book presents an alternative interpretation of Japan’s official responses
toward China’s pressure over the Yasukuni issue between 1985 and 2015 by applying a political survival approach that
highlights the domestic political legitimacy of the Japanese prime minister or the ruling party. This book will be of great
interest to students and researchers of Sino-Japanese relations, Japan’s foreign policy and international relations.
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In Bullets Not Ballots, Jacqueline L. Hazelton challenges the claim that winning "hearts and minds" is critical to
successful counterinsurgency campaigns. Good governance, this conventional wisdom holds, gains the besieged
government popular support, denies support to the insurgency, and makes military victory possible. Hazelton argues that
major counterinsurgent successes since World War II have resulted not through democratic reforms but rather through
the use of military force against civilians and the co-optation of rival elites. Hazelton offers new analyses of five historical
cases frequently held up as examples of the effectiveness of good governance in ending rebellions—the Malayan
Emergency, the Greek Civil War, the Huk Rebellion in the Philippines, the Dhofar rebellion in Oman, and the Salvadoran
Civil War—to show that, although unpalatable, it was really brutal repression and bribery that brought each conflict to an
end. By showing how compellence works in intrastate conflicts, Bullets Not Ballots makes clear that whether or not the
international community decides these human, moral, and material costs are acceptable, responsible policymaking
requires recognizing the actual components of counterinsurgent success—and the limited influence that external powers
have over the tactics of counterinsurgent elites.
Do some technologies provoke war? Do others promote peace? Offense-defense theory contends that technological
change is an important cause of conflict: leaders will be tempted to launch wars when they believe innovation favors
attackers over defenders. Offense-defense theory is perhaps best known from the passionate and intricate debates about
first-strike capability and deterrence stability during the cold war, but it has deeper historical roots, remains a staple in
international relations theorizing, and drives modern arms control policymaking. In War and the Engineers, the first book
systematically to test the logical and empirical validity of offense-defense theory, Keir A. Lieber examines the
relationships among politics, technology, and the causes of war. Lieber's cases explore the military and political
implications of the spread of railroads, the emergence of rifled small arms and artillery, the introduction of battle tanks,
and the nuclear revolution. Lieber incorporates the new historiography of World War I, which draws on archival materials
that only recently became available, to challenge many common beliefs about the conflict. The author's central
conclusion is that technology is neither a cause of international conflict nor a panacea; instead, power politics remains
paramount.
"This is a solid text that walks students through the entire process of empirical, quantitative research methods in political
science without being too math-heavy. Students will be able to read this book and come away with an increased
understanding of how we use research methods in political science." —Amanda M. Rosen, Webster University
Understand the "how" and the "why" behind research in political science. Political Science Research Methods helps
students to understand the logic behind research design by guiding them through a step-by-step process that explains
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when and why a researcher would pursue different kinds of methods. The highly anticipated Ninth Edition of this trusted
resource provides more international examples, an increased focus on the role ethics play in the research process,
increased attention to qualitative research methods, and expanded coverage on the role of the internet in research and
analysis. A Complete Teaching & Learning Package SAGE coursepacks FREE! Easily import our quality instructor and
student resource content into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Learn more. SAGE
edge FREE online resources for students that make learning easier. See how your students benefit. Bundle with the
accompanying workbook for only $15 more! Working with Political Science Research Methods, Fifth Edition offers
students multiple opportunities to practice each of the methods presented in the core text. This helpful supplement
breaks each aspect of the research process into manageable parts and features new exercises and updated data sets. A
solutions manual with answers to the workbook is available to adopters. Your students save when you order the
workbook bundled with the text. Use bundle ISBN 978-1-5443-3157-7.
This book guides you through the entirety of the research process in International Relations, from selecting a research
question and reviewing the literature to field research and writing up. Covering both qualitative and quantitative methods
in IR, it offers a balanced assessment of the key methodological debates and research methods within the discipline. The
book: Is specifically focussed on research methods used in International Relations. Spans the entire research process
from choosing a research question to writing up. Provides practical research methods guidance. Introduces you to
broader methodological debates and brings together contemporary research from empirical and interpretive traditions. Is
packed with examples and suggestions for further reading. Research Methods in International Relations is essential
reading for both undergraduate and postgraduate students taking Research Methods courses in International Relations,
Politics, Security and Strategic Studies.
This book provides empirically grounded conceptual, design and practical advice on conducting process tracing, a key
method of qualitative research.
Stephen Van Evera greeted new graduate students at MIT with a commonsense introduction to qualitative methods in
the social sciences. His helpful hints, always warmly received, grew from a handful of memos to an underground classic
primer. That primer evolved into a book of how-to information about graduate study, which is essential reading for
graduate students and undergraduates in political science, sociology, anthropology, economics, and history—and for their
advisers. •How should we frame, assess, and apply theories in the social sciences? "I am unpersuaded by the view that
the prime rules of scientific method should differ between hard science and social science. Science is science." •A
section on case studies shows novices the ropes. •Van Evera contends the realm of dissertations is often defined too
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narrowly “Making and testing theories are not the only games in town. . . . If everyone makes and tests theories but no
one ever uses them, then what are they for?" •In "Helpful Hints on Writing a Political Science Ph.D. Dissertation," Van
Evera focuses on presentation, and on broader issues of academic strategy and tactics. •Van Evera asks how political
scientists should work together as a community. “All institutions and professions that face weak accountability need inner
ethical rudders that define their obligations in order to stay on course."
Rich in historical detail and theoretical insight, Wars of Revelation explains why the United States' military interventions
have repeatedly transformed its global role - and what that means for the future of American grand strategy. More than
seventy-five years since the end of World War II, military interventions - rather than major wars - have emerged as a
defining feature of contemporary geopolitics. Yet, for all the fierce policy debates over interventions and their lessons,
scholars have largely ignored the systematic linkages between these smaller-scale wars and transformations in the grand
strategies of states that prosecute them. In Wars of Revelation, Rebecca Lissner explains why military interventions can
be crucibles of grand strategy, testing strategic axioms on the battlefield and prompting combatant states to reconceive
their global roles. Through detailed historical case studies of US involvement in the Korean, Vietnam, and Persian Gulf
Wars, Lissner shows how each intervention generated searing insights into the capabilities and intentions of America's
international adversaries - as well as the potential and limits of its own national power. By focusing on these three "wars
of revelation," Lissner presents a fresh perspective on the origins and evolutions of US grand strategy, from the dawn of
the Cold War to its twilight. Persuasively argued and historically illuminating, Wars of Revelation is essential reading for
anyone who crafts, studies, or follows international security policy.
The classic work on qualitative methods in political science Designing Social Inquiry presents a unified approach to
qualitative and quantitative research in political science, showing how the same logic of inference underlies both. This
stimulating book discusses issues related to framing research questions, measuring the accuracy of data and the
uncertainty of empirical inferences, discovering causal effects, and getting the most out of qualitative research. It
addresses topics such as interpretation and inference, comparative case studies, constructing causal theories,
dependent and explanatory variables, the limits of random selection, selection bias, and errors in measurement. The
book only uses mathematical notation to clarify concepts, and assumes no prior knowledge of mathematics or statistics.
Featuring a new preface by Robert O. Keohane and Gary King, this edition makes an influential work available to new
generations of qualitative researchers in the social sciences.
Students can easily misstep when they first begin to do research. Leanne C. Powner’s new title Empirical Research and
Writing: A Student?s Practical Guide provides valuable advice and guidance on conducting and writing about empirical
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research. Chapter by chapter, students are guided through the key steps in the research process. Written in a lively and
engaging manner and with a dose of humor, this practical text shows students exactly how to choose a research topic,
conduct a literature review, make research design decisions, collect and analyze data, and then write up and present the
results. The book?s approachable style and just-in-time information delivery make it a text students will want to read, and
its wide-ranging and surprisingly sophisticated coverage will make it an important resource for their later coursework.
In the first volume of its kind, a collection of top policy scholars combine empirical and methodological analysis in the field
of comparative policy studies to provide compelling insights into the formulation, implementation and evaluation of
policies across regional and national boundaries.
Revised edition of the authors' Process-tracing methods, c2013.
Covering 1816–2016, this book deals extensively with the international system as well as the territorial outcomes of several key
wars that were waged during that time period, providing an instructive lesson in diplomatic history and international relations
among global powers. • Presents an innovative theory of war that covers the major superpower conflicts of the past 200 years •
Provides the tools necessary to understanding current events and shows how they are relevant to the future of international
relations • Emphasizes the competitive aspects and conflicts of international politics • Answers the key question of why certain
time periods are more prone to war than others • Explains why certain superpower wars end with territorial expansion whereas
other end in the contraction or maintaining of territorial status
Why would countries without nuclear weapons even think about fighting nuclear-armed opponents? A simple answer is that no one
believes nuclear weapons will be used. But that answer fails to consider why nonnuclear state leaders would believe that in the
first place. In this superb unpacking of the dynamics of conflict under conditions of nuclear monopoly, Paul C. Avey argues that the
costs and benefits of using nuclear weapons create openings that weak nonnuclear actors can exploit. Tempting Fate uses four
case studies to show the key strategies available to nonnuclear states: Iraqi decision-making under Saddam Hussein in
confrontations with the United States; Egyptian leaders' thinking about the Israeli nuclear arsenal during wars in 1969–70 and
1973; Chinese confrontations with the United States in 1950, 1954, and 1958; and a dispute that never escalated to war, the
Soviet-United States tensions between 1946 and 1948 that culminated in the Berlin Blockade. Those strategies include limiting the
scope of the conflict, holding chemical and biological weapons in reserve, seeking outside support, and leveraging international
non-use norms. Counterintuitively, conventionally weak nonnuclear states are better positioned to pursue these strategies than
strong ones, so that wars are unlikely when the nonnuclear state is powerful relative to its nuclear opponent. Avey demonstrates
clearly that nuclear weapons cast a definite but limited shadow, and while the world continues to face various nuclear challenges,
understanding conflict in nuclear monopoly will remain a pressing concern for analysts and policymakers.
This work analyzes the necessity of changing Japan's present defense policy. The discussion of Japan's defense strategy has
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been an unpopular topic in Japan for a long time. The reason lies in its gruesome military aggression during the Second World
War. Until the end of the Cold War, Japan did not show big concerns about its defense politics because the United States had
protected it from communist enemies. Today, however, China's emerging power and North Korea's nuclearization pose serious
threats. America, by contrast, suffers from great financial debts and is facing declining military forces. Japan's main doubt has thus
come to light: Would America protect Japan in the case of hostile events? Since the world remains a realistic world, nuclearization
can be an option in order to deter enemies. It turned out that Japan has not much of a choice but could provoke a discussion to
overcome the nuclear dilemma.
This timely Handbook contains a wide-ranging overview of the diverse research methods used within international law. Providing
an insightful examination of how international legal knowledge is analysed and adopted, this Handbook offers the reader a deeper
understanding on the role and place of research methods in international legal theory, reasoning and practice.
In the post-World War II era, the emergence of 'area studies' marked a signal development in the social sciences. As the social
sciences evolved methodologically, however, many dismissed area studies as favoring narrow description over general theory.
Still, area studies continues to plays a key, if unacknowledged, role in bringing new data, new theories, and valuable policyrelevant insights to social sciences. In Comparative Area Studies, three leading figures in the field have gathered an international
group of scholars in a volume that promises to be a landmark in a resurgent field. The book upholds two basic convictions: that
intensive regional research remains indispensable to the social sciences and that this research needs to employ comparative
referents from other regions to demonstrate its broader relevance. Comparative Area Studies (CAS) combines the context-specific
insights from traditional area studies and the logic of cross- and inter-regional empirical research. This first book devoted to CAS
explores methodological rationales and illustrative applications to demonstrate how area-based expertise can be fruitfully
integrated with cutting-edge comparative analytical frameworks.
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