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The present book provides the most comprehensive account so far of gender differences in syntax. It is an in-depth corpus-based
study of syntactic variation in the use of adverbial clauses and tag questions. Written in a broadly functional framework, it pays due
attention to the interaction of gender with other internal (semantics, syntax, prosody) and external (style, power, surreptitiousness,
group composition) determinants. This volume is essential reading for those interested in language and gender and in how
functionalism can be brought to bear in illuminating language structure and use.
This textbook on English syntax aims to give students a thorough grounding in the basics of sentence structure, and at the same
time strives to acquaint them with the essentials of syntactic argument. The text is written in a user-friendly style with many 'handson' in-text and chapter-final exercises. At the end of each chapter there is a section with suggested further reading material, and
there is a bibliography and list of recommended reference works at the end of the book.
This textbook--an abridged version of Radford's Minimalist Syntax and the Syntax of English--provides a concise and accessible
introduction to current syntactic theory, drawing on the key concepts of Chomsky's Minimalist Programme. Assuming little or no
prior grammatical knowledge, it takes students through a range of topics in English syntax, beginning at an elementary level and
progressing in stages towards more advanced material. There is an extensive glossary, and each chapter contains a workbook
section with 'helpful hints', exercises and model answers, suitable for both class discussion and self-study.
This highly successful text has long been considered the standard introduction to the practical analysis of English sentence
structure. It covers key concepts such as constituency, category and functions, and also utilises tree diagrams throughout to help
the reader visualise the structure of sentences. In this fourth edition, Analysing Sentences has been thoroughly revised and now
features a brand new companion website with additional activities and exercises for students and an answer book for the in-text
exercises for professors. The extra activities on the website give students practice in identifying syntactic phenomena in running
text and will help to deepen understanding of this topic. Accessible and clear, this book is the perfect textbook for readers coming
to this topic for the first time. Featuring many in-text, end-of-chapter and Further Exercises, it is suitable for self-directed study as
well as for use as core reading on courses.
This book provides a concise introduction to work in syntactic theory, drawing on the key concepts of Chomsky's Minimalist
Program.
This is an elementary introduction to syntactic analysis. Assuming no prior knowledge of the subject whatsoever, it is intended for
students who are encountering such analysis for the first time. For those embarking on a longer term study of syntax, this will be a
valuable and quickly assimilated foundation course. For students who will need to use syntax as a basic descriptive tool - such as
trainee teachers, speech therapists or students of literacy style - the book provides a framework for their analysis and practice in
its use. The book begins by looking at the use of generalizations in describing sentence structure and the basis for word
categories. It then moves through increasingly more complex constructions giving students plenty of opportunity by way of
practical exercises to understand the basis of each analysis before moving further. The aim of the book is not to explore complex
issues of argumentation. Its emphasis is on practical "hands on" analysis.
Thinking Syntactically: A Guide to Argumentation and Analysis is a textbook designed to teach introductory students the skills of
relating data to theory and theory to data. Helps students develop their thinking and argumentation skills rather than merely
introducing them to one particular version of syntactic theory. Structured around a wide range of exercises that use clear and
compelling logic to build arguments and lead up to theoretical proposals. Data drawn from current media sources, including
newspapers, books, and television programs, to help students formulate and test hypotheses. Generative in spirit, but does not
focus on specific theoretical approaches but enables students to understand and evaluate different approaches more easily.
Written by an established author with an international reputation.
This textbook introduces basic concepts of grammar in a format which should encourage readers to use linguistic arguments. It
focuses on syntactic analysis and evidence. It also looks at sociolinguisic and historical reasons behind prescriptive rules.

This popular course book gives students of English and linguistics a systematic account of the rules of English syntax,
and acquaints them with the general methodology of syntactic description. It teaches them how to formulate syntactic
arguments, and how to apply the tests in the analysis of sentences.
'This is a highly recommendable book. It elegantly introduces generative grammar as an empirical science. Written in a
clear and friendly tone, it is extremely readable and makes complicated linguistic theory accessible to students' - Ken
Ramshøj Christensen, Aarhus University, Denmark This clear and practical introduction to Syntactic Theory introduces
students to theory building, hypothesis testing and evaluation through the framework of Chomsky's Government-Binding
Theory. Initial chapters guide the student through essential topics such as X'-Theory, Transformations and elementary
Binding Theory, progressing to cover more advanced issues such as Reconstruction, the light verb vP and control as
movement. Presenting the core linguistic theory and problem solving skills that are essential to the subject, this updated
and revised second edition features: • New material on the Minimalist Program and Government-Binding Theory •
Expanded chapters on Phrase Structure and Functional Categories • A wealth of new tree diagrams as well as revised
end-of-chapter exercises The liberal use of in-text exercises engage the reader at every stage of theory-development,
while an 'Open Issue' at the end of each chapter encourages active participation and further exploration of the chapter's
topic. With an engaging, informal style, Syntactic Theory makes the most difficult topics accessible to a wide range of
students.
Hands-on, theory-neutral and non-technical, this textbook is a basic introduction to the structure of English words and
sentences. Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistic analysis, it presents the facts in a straightforward manner and
offers a step-by-step guide from small to large building blocks of language. Every chapter contains numerous exercises
and discussion questions, which provide essential self-study material, as well as in-chapter tasks which lead students to
a more comprehensive understanding of linguistic issues. The book also features concise chapter summaries,
suggestions for further reading, an inclusive glossary and two consolidation chapters which encourage students to secure
their understanding of the English language. The dedicated companion website includes further exercises, answers and
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solutions to the exercises, as well as useful links.
Assuming no prior knowledge, Understanding Syntax illustrates the major concepts, categories and terminology
associated with the study of cross-linguistic syntax. A theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint is taken throughout.
Starting with an overview of what syntax is, the book moves on to an explanation of word classes (such as noun, verb,
adjective) and then to a discussion of sentence structure in the world’s languages. Grammatical constructions and
relationships between words in a clause are explained and thoroughly illustrated, including grammatical relations such as
subject and object; function-changing processes such as the passive and antipassive; case and agreement processes,
including both ergative and accusative alignments; verb serialization; head-marking and dependent-marking grammars;
configurational and non-configurational languages; questions and relative clauses. The final chapter explains and
illustrates the principles involved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of a language, enabling the reader to construct a
grammatical sketch of a language known to them. Data from approximately 100 languages appears in the text, with
languages representing widely differing geographical areas and distinct language families. The book will be essential for
courses in cross-linguistic syntax, language typology, and linguistic fieldwork, as well as for basic syntactic description.
The Handbook of English Linguistics is a collection of articles written by leading specialists on all core areas of English
linguistics that provides a state-of-the-art account of research in the field. Brings together articles from the core areas of
English linguistics, including syntax, phonetics, phonology, morphology, as well as variation, discourse, stylistics and
usage Written by specialists from around the world Provides an introduction to a key area of English Linguistics and
includes a discussion of the most recent theoretical and descriptive research, as well as extensive bibliographic
references
This book offers a new account of the transitive particle verb construction in English. The main emphasis is on the
alternation between the two word orders possible in English (continuous: hand in the manuscript vs. discontinuous: hand
the manuscript in). The central aim is to show that the choice of the word order is not optional as has often been claimed
in related literature on the topic and that a syntactic analysis should thus not be based on optional movement operations
or optional feature selection. The author argues in some detail that the choice of the word order is determined to a great
extent by the information structuring of the context in which the relevant construction is embedded. The syntactic
structure she develops is based on a substantial combination of empirical facts, evidence from theoretical research and
the results of two experimental studies on the intonation patterns of the construction.
This text is designed for undergraduate and graduate students interested in contemporary English, especially those
whose primary area of interest is English as a second language. Focus is placed exclusively on English data, providing
an empirical explication of the structure of the language.
[This book] presents the major theoretical developments in generative syntax and the empirical arguments motivating
them. Beautifully and lucidly written, it is an invaluable resource for working linguists as well as a pedagogical tool of
unequaled depth and breadth. The chief focus of the book is syntactic argumentation. Beginning with the fundamentals of
generative syntax, it proceeds by a series of gradually unfolding arguments to analyses of some of the most
sophisticated proposals. It includes a wide variety of problems that guide the reader in constructing arguments deciding
between alternative analyses of syntactic constructions and alternative theoretical formulations. -- Back cover.
Unlike other textbooks, it helps students to understand grammar rather than see it as a set of facts and rules.
English Sentence Analysis: An introductory course is designed as a 10-week course for students of English Language and Literature,
Linguistics, or other language related fields. In 10 weeks the student will be proficient in English analysis at sentence, clause and phrase level
and have a solid understanding of the traditional terms and concepts of English syntax. This introduction prepares for practical courses in
grammar and writing skills and for theoretical courses in syntactic argumentation. The Course Book provides sentence structures in clear
graphics; logically structured chapters with Introductions and Summaries; exercises with quotations and excerpts from English, American and
Australian literature and pop songs. English Sentence Analysis: An introductory course has been classroom tested at various universities.
The students seem to enjoy the ‘dreaded’ syntax course and pass rates have gone up significantly from 50 to 70%. Originally, this book was
accompanied by a CD-rom with a Practice Program for Windows. The Practice Program on CD-rom is not updated anymore by its creators
and as a result is no longer compatible with current Windows versions. For this reason, we have ceased to include it with the book.
Annotation Contact Languages: Pidgins and Creoles aims to introduce the reader to the exciting and important field of pidgin and creole
studies. The book deals with the linguistic, historical and social aspects of the development of pidgin and creole languages. Detailed case
studies of individual pidgins and creoles are based around texts drawn from a range of different types and contexts (mainly contemporary),
with discussion and grammatical notes. Chapters are interspersed with exercises to consolidate and develop the reader's understanding.
What is the relationship between words and reality? Which are the best ways to convince or persuade other people? Besides philosophy and
grammar, ancient Greeks developed rhetoric to answer these questions. The twentieth-century brought the birth of semantics and pragmatics
for a systematic study of linguistic meaning and linguistic acts. Meaning, Intentions, and Argumentation brings together the work of leading
contemporary scholars approaching those issues from various perspectives—from the old disciplines of philosophy and rhetoric to the newest
thinking on semantics and pragmatics—to illuminate crucial aspects of meaning, communication, argumentation, and persuasion.
New Oxford English Grammar is Oxford's brand new and definitive guide to grammar usage. This book has been written by a leading expert
in the field, covers both British and American English, and makes use of the unrivalled language monitoring of Oxford's English Dictionaries
programme. Arranged in three clear parts for ease of use, its comprehensive coverage ranges from the very basic to the most complex
aspects of grammar, all of which are explained clearly and engagingly. This descriptive source of reference is invaluable for those with an
interest in the English language, undergraduate students of all disciplines, and for anyone who would like a clear guide to English grammar
and how to use it.
This successful textbook gives students a thorough grounding in the basics of sentence structure and acquaints them with the essentials of
syntactic argument. Now updated and expanded, the third edition features an additional chapter on grammatical indeterminacy, a case study
on subordinating conjunctions and prepositions, and new exercises.
Assuming no prior grammatical knowledge, Understanding Syntax explains and illustrates the major concepts, categories and terminology
involved in the study of cross-linguistic syntax. Taking a theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint throughout, this book: introduces syntactic
typology, syntactic description and the major typological categories found in the languages of the world; clarifies with examples grammatical
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constructions and relationships between words in a clause, including word classes and their syntactic properties; grammatical relations such
as subject and object; case and agreement processes; passives; questions and relative clauses; features in-text and chapter-end exercises
to extend the reader’s knowledge of syntactic concepts and argumentation, drawing on data from over 100 languages; highlights the
principles involved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of language. This fifth edition has been revised and updated to include extended
exercises in all chapters, updated further readings, and more extensive checklists for students. Accompanying e-resources have also been
updated to include hints for instructors and additional links to further reading. Understanding Syntax is an essential textbook for students
studying the description of language, cross-linguistic syntax, language typology and linguistic fieldwork.
This new edition of Andrew Radford's outstanding resource for students is a step-by-step, practical introduction to English syntax and
syntactic principles, written by a globally-renowned expert in the field. Assuming little or no prior background in syntax, Radford outlines key
concepts and how they can be used to describe various aspects of English sentence structure. Each chapter contains core modules focusing
on a specific topic, a summary recapitulating the main points of the chapter, and a bibliographical section providing references to original
source material. This edition has been extensively updated, with new analyses, exercise materials, references and a brand-new chapter on
adjuncts. Students will benefit from the online workbook, which contains a vast amount of exercise material for each module, including selfstudy materials and a student answerbook for these. Teachers will value the extensive PowerPoints outlining module contents and the
comprehensive teacher answerbook, which covers all workbook and PowerPoint exercises.

To the philosopher, the logician, and the linguist, questions have a special fascination. The two main views of language, that it
describes the world, and that it expresses thought, are not directly applicable to questions. Ques tions are not assertions. A
question may be apt, sharp, to the point, impor tant, or it may be inappropriate, ambiguous, awkward, irrelevant or irreverent. But it
cannot be true or false. It does not have a truth value not just because an utterance like Was the letter long? does not indicate
which letter is being talked about. The indicative The letter was not long has the same indeter minacy. In actual context the
anaphoric definite article will be resolved both for a question and for an indicative sentence. Contextual resolutions are easily
found for most cross-references. A question cannot be either true or it does not describe a state of affairs. Neither does it express
false, because thought, because it is an expression of suspended thought, of lack of judge ment. To dress it in other philosophical
styles, a question is not a judgment, it is not a proposition, it is not an assertion. A philosopher may try to paraphrase a question as
an indicative sentence, for instance as a statement of ignorance, or as a statement of the desire to know. Hintikka, Wachowicz and
Lang explore this territory. Or he may interpret it as a meta statement intimating the direction in which the flow of the discourse is
going.
English Syntax and ArgumentationEnglish Syntax and Argumentation, Third EdtionPalgrave MacMillan
An Introduction to Syntactic Analysis and Theory offersbeginning students a comprehensive overview of and introduction toour
current understanding of the rules and principles that governthe syntax of natural languages. Includes numerous pedagogical
features such as‘practice’ boxes and sidebars, designed to facilitateunderstanding of both the ‘hows’ and the‘whys’ of
sentence structure Guides readers through syntactic and morphological structuresin a progressive manner Takes the mystery out
of one of the most crucial aspects of theworkings of language – the principles and processes behindthe structure of sentences
Ideal for students with minimal knowledge of current syntacticresearch, it progresses in theoretical difficulty from basic ideasand
theories to more complex and advanced, up to date concepts insyntactic theory
With more than 50 years of teaching experience between them, Ilse Depraetere and Chad Langford present a grammar pitched
precisely at advanced learners of English who need to understand how the English language really works without getting lost in
the complex specifics. Now fully updated and revised throughout, the second edition of this book pulls from linguistic theory all the
relevant notions that will enable the language student to fully grasp English grammar. After introducing form and function, the
authors cover verbs, nouns, aspect and tense, modality and discourse. Readers are led through the underlying principles of
language use, with the book presupposing only a basic grasp of linguistic terminology and focusing on the critical issues. Full of
challenging exercises and supported by a companion website featuring an extensive answer key, a glossary and further exercises
for study, this is the reference grammar of choice for both native and non-native English speakers.
This handbook provides an authoritative, critical survey of current research and knowledge in the grammar of the English
language. Following an introduction from the editors, the volume's expert contributors explore a range of core topics in English
grammar, beginning with issues in grammar writing and methodology. Chapters in part II then examine the various theoretical
approaches to grammar, such as cognitive, constructional, and generative approaches, followed by the chapters in part III, which
comprehensively cover the different subdomains of grammar, including compounds, phrase structure, clause types, tense and
aspect, and information structure. Part IV offers coverage of the relationship between grammar and other fields - lexis, phonology,
meaning, and discourse - while the concluding part of the book investigates grammatical change over time, regional variation, and
genre and literary variation. The handbook's wide-ranging coverage will appeal to researchers and students of English language
and linguistics from undergraduate level upwards.
Grounded in linguistic research and argumentation, THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE: FROM SOUND TO SE01 General/tradeE offers
readers who have little or no analytic understanding of English a thorough treatment of the various components of the language.
Its goal is to help readers become independent language analysts capable of critically evaluating claims about the language and
the people who use it.
Brevity in conversation is a window to the workings of the mind. This book brings it into prominence as both a multifaceted topic of
deep philosophical importance and a phenomenon that serves as a testing ground for theories in linguistics, psycholinguistics, and
computer modeling. Brevity is achieved in a variety of ways. Speakers use elliptical constructions and exploit salient features of
the conversational environment in a process of pragmatic enrichment so as to pack as much as possible into a few words. They
take account of what has already been said in the current and previous conversations, and tailor their words to what they know
about the beliefs and personalities of the people they're talking to. Most of the time they do all this with no obvious mental effort.
The book, which brings together distinguished linguists, philosophers, and cognitive scientists, is the product of an interactive
multidisciplinary research project that extended over four years. The questions dealt with concern how speakers secure
understanding of what they mean when what they mean far outstrips the literal or compositional meanings of the sentences or
sentence fragments that they use. Brevity sheds new light on economy in discourse. It will appeal to linguists, philosophers, and
psychologists at advanced undergraduate level and above.
"Focusing on the descriptive facts of English, this volume provides a systematic introduction to English syntax for students with no
prior knowledge of English grammar or syntactic analysis. English Syntax aims to help students appreciate the various sentence
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patterns available in the language, understand insights into core data of its syntax, develop analytic abilities to further explore the
patterns of English, and learn precise ways of formalizing syntactic analysis for a variety of English data and major constructions
such as agreement, raising and control, the auxiliary system, passive, wh- questions, relative clauses, extrapolation, and
clefts"--Publisher's description.
Highly readable and eminently practical, Syntactic Analysis: The Basics focuses on bringing students with little background in linguistics up to
speed on how modern syntactic analysis works. A succinct and practical introduction to understanding sentence structure, ideal for students
who need to get up to speed on key concepts in the field Introduces readers to the central terms and concepts in syntax Offers a hands-on
approach to understanding and performing syntactic analysis and introduces students to linguistic argumentation Includes numerous problem
sets, helpfully graded for difficulty, with model answers provided at critical points Prepares readers for more advanced work with syntactic
systems and syntactic analyses
Back for its fourth edition, this core textbook offers a clear and engaging introduction to the building blocks of the English language, namely
its words, sounds and sentences. Assuming no prior knowledge, this text combines accessibility with depth and is an ideal companion for
anyone with an interest in how language works. Written by experienced and respected lecturers in the field, this book strips the subject down
to its bare bones and offers detailed and clear explanations of key topics and theories, including variation in vocabularies, the International
Phonetic Alphabet and relevance theory in relation to pragmatics. This is essential reading for undergraduate students of English language
and linguistics. It is also a valuable resource for students on ESOL courses and teachers of English as a second or foreign language. It can
be used as a stand-alone introductory text, or as a precursor to more advanced material. New to this Edition: - Brand new section on
pragmatics, complete with downloadable e-resources available on the companion website - Fully revised and updated throughout, with a
fresh text design and new examples - References to cognition and language introduced throughout the book in an accessible way
This volume brings the data that many in formal linguistics have dismissed as peripheral straight into the core of syntactic theory. By bringing
together experts from syntax, semantics, pragmatics, philosophy of language, language acquisition, aphasia, and pidgin and creole studies,
the volume makes a multidisciplinary case for the existence of nonsententials, which are analyzed in various chapters as root phrases and
small clauses (Me; Me First!; Him worry?!; Class in session), and whose distinguishing property is the absence of Tense, and, with it, any
syntactic phenomena that rely on Tense, including structural Nominative Case. Arguably, the lack of Tense specification is also responsible
for the dearth of indicative interpretations among nonsententials, as well as for their heavy reliance on pragmatic context. So pervasive is
nonsentential speech across all groups, including normal adult speech, that a case can be made that continuity of grammar lies in
nonsentential, rather than sentential speech.
A new edition of the ground-breaking undergraduate textbook on modern Standard English grammar, now completely rewritten and updated.
This textbook provides a concise, readable introduction to contemporary work in syntactic theory, particularly to key concepts of Chomsky's
minimalist programme. Andrew Radford gives a general overview of the main theoretical concepts and descriptive devices used in 1990s
work. The discussion is largely based on data from a range of varieties of English (not only Modern Standard, but also Belfast English,
Shakespearean English, Jamaican Creole, etc.) and does not presuppose any prior knowledge of syntax. There are exercises and a
substantial glossary. This is an abridged version of Radford's major textbook Syntactic Theory and the Structure of English: A Minimalist
Approach, and will be welcomed as a short introduction to current syntactic theory.
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