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Empire Of Illusion The End Of
Literacy And The Triumph Of
Spectacle
A veteran war correspondent shares examples from
his personal life and career to discuss how specific
American social groups can benefit from an
adherence to the Ten Commandments.
An explosive account of the resentments American
policies are sowing around the world and of the
payback that will be our harvest in the twenty-first
century. Blowback, a term invented by the CIA,
refers to the uninted consequences of American
policies. In this sure-to-be-controversial book,
Chalmers Johnson lays out in vivid detail the
dangers faced by our overextended empire, which
insists on projecting its military power to every corner
of the earth and using American capital and markets
to force global economic integration on its own
terms. From a case of rape by U.S. servicemen in
Okinawa to our role in Asia's financial crisis, from our
early support for Saddam Hussein to our actions in
the Balkans, Johnson reveals the ways in which our
misguided policies are planting the seeds of future
disaster. In the wake of the Cold War, the United
States has imprudently expanded the commitments
it made over the previous forty years, argues
Johnson. In Blowback, he issues a warning we
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would do well to consider: it is time for our empire to
demobilize before our bills come due.
From the New York Times columnist and bestselling
author of Bad Religion, a powerful portrait of how our
turbulent age is defined by dark forces seemingly
beyond our control Today the Western world seems
to be in crisis. But beneath our social media frenzy
and reality television politics, the deeper reality is
one of drift, repetition, and dead ends. The Decadent
Society explains what happens when a rich and
powerful society ceases advancing—how the
combination of wealth and technological proficiency
with economic stagnation, political stalemates,
cultural exhaustion, and demographic decline
creates a strange kind of “sustainable decadence,”
a civilizational languor that could endure for longer
than we think. Ranging from our grounded space
shuttles to our Silicon Valley villains, from our
blandly recycled film and television—a new Star Wars
saga, another Star Trek series, the fifth Terminator
sequel—to the escapism we’re furiously chasing
through drug use and virtual reality, Ross Douthat
argues that many of today’s discontents and
derangements reflect a sense of futility and
disappointment—a feeling that the future was not
what was promised, that the frontiers have all been
closed, and that the paths forward lead only to the
grave. In this environment we fear catastrophe, but
in a certain way we also pine for it—because the
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alternative is to accept that we are permanently
decadent: aging, comfortable and stuck, cut off from
the past and no longer confident in the future,
spurning both memory and ambition while we wait
for some saving innovation or revelations, growing
old unhappily together in the glowing light of tiny
screens. Correcting both optimists who insist that
we’re just growing richer and happier with every
passing year and pessimists who expect collapse
any moment, Douthat provides an enlightening
diagnosis of the modern condition—how we got here,
how long our age of frustration might last, and how,
whether in renaissance or catastrophe, our
decadence might ultimately end.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize “Russo writes with a
warm, vibrant humanity.... A stirring mix of
poignancy, drama and comedy.” —The Washington
Post Welcome to Empire Falls, a blue-collar town full
of abandoned mills whose citizens surround
themselves with the comforts and feuds provided by
lifelong friends and neighbors and who find humor
and hope in the most unlikely places, in this Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel by Richard Russo. Miles Roby
has been slinging burgers at the Empire Grill for 20
years, a job that cost him his college education and
much of his self-respect. What keeps him there? It
could be his bright, sensitive daughter Tick, who
needs all his help surviving the local high school. Or
maybe it’s Janine, Miles’ soon-to-be ex-wife, who’s
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taken up with a noxiously vain health-club proprietor.
Or perhaps it’s the imperious Francine Whiting, who
owns everything in town–and seems to believe that
“everything” includes Miles himself. In Empire Falls
Richard Russo delves deep into the blue-collar heart
of America in a work that overflows with hilarity,
heartache, and grace.
Sometimes being wrong is the right answer. Nick
Hayes's genius is in wringing out the universe's
secrets. It's a talent that's allowed him to carve paths
through time. But the worst part is that he knows
how his story will end. He's seen it with his own
eyes. And every year that passes, every
breakthrough he makes, brings him a step closer.
Mia's accident is waiting for them both in 2011. If it
happens then he's out of choices. Then a chance
1992 discovery reveals that this seeker of truth has
been lying to himself. But why? It's a question that
haunts him for years. A straw he clings to as his longawaited fate draws near. Time travel turns out not to
be the biggest problem Nick has to work on. He
needs to find out how he can stay on his path but
change the destination. Failure has never been an
option, and neither has survival. But Nick's hoping to
roll the dice one more time. And this new truth
begins with a lie.
The Gutenberg Galaxy catapulted Marshall McLuhan
to fame as a media theorist and, in time, a new
media prognosticator. Fifty years after its initial
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publication, this landmark text is more significant
than ever before. Readers will be amazed by
McLuhan’s prescience, unmatched by anyone
since, predicting as he did the dramatic technological
innovations that have fundamentally changed how
we communicate. The Gutenberg Galaxy foresaw
the networked, compressed ‘global village’ that
would emerge in the late-twentieth and twenty-first
centuries — despite having been written when blackand-white television was ubiquitous. This new edition
of The Gutenberg Galaxy celebrates both the
centennial of McLuhan’s birth and the fifty-year
anniversary of the book’s publication. A new interior
design updates The Gutenberg Galaxy for twentyfirst-century readers, while honouring the innovative,
avant-garde spirit of the original. This edition also
includes new introductory essays that illuminate
McLuhan’s lasting effect on a variety of scholarly
fields and popular culture. A must-read for those who
inhabit today’s global village, The Gutenberg Galaxy
is an indispensable road map for our evolving
communication landscape.
Chris Hedges’s profound and unsettling examination
of America in crisis is “an exceedingly…provocative
book, certain to arouse controversy, but offering a
point of view that needs to be heard” (Booklist),
about how bitter hopelessness and malaise have
resulted in a culture of sadism and hate. America,
says Pulitzer Prize–winning reporter Chris Hedges,
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is convulsed by an array of pathologies that have
arisen out of profound hopelessness, a bitter
despair, and a civil society that has ceased to
function. The opioid crisis; the retreat into gambling
to cope with economic distress; the pornification of
culture; the rise of magical thinking; the celebration
of sadism, hate, and plagues of suicides are the
physical manifestations of a society that is being
ravaged by corporate pillage and a failed
democracy. As our society unravels, we also face
global upheaval caused by catastrophic climate
change. All these ills presage a frightening
reconfiguration of the nation and the planet. Donald
Trump rode this disenchantment to power. In his
“forceful and direct” (Publishers Weekly) America:
The Farewell Tour, Hedges argues that neither
political party, now captured by corporate power,
addresses the systemic problem. Until our corporate
coup d’état is reversed these diseases will grow and
ravage the country. “With sharply observed detail,
Hedges writes a requiem for the American dream”
(Kirkus Reviews) and seeks to jolt us out of our
complacency while there is still time.
A ragtag crew with forbidden magic must pull off an
elaborate heist and stop a civil war in An Illusion of
Thieves, a fantasy adventure from Cate Glass. In
Cantagna, being a sorcerer is a death sentence.
Romy escapes her hardscrabble upbringing when
she becomes courtesan to the Shadow Lord, a
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revolutionary noble who brings laws and comforts
once reserved for the wealthy to all. When her
brother, Neri, is caught thieving with the aid of
magic, Romy's aristocratic influence is the only thing
that can spare his life—and the price is her
banishment. Now back in Beggar’s Ring, she has
just her wits and her own long-hidden sorcery to help
her and Neri survive. But when a plot to overthrow
the Shadow Lord and incite civil war is uncovered,
only Romy knows how to stop it. To do so, she’ll
have to rely on newfound allies—a swordmaster, a
silversmith, and her own thieving brother. And they'll
need the very thing that could condemn them all:
magic. At the Publisher's request, this title is being
sold without Digital Rights Management Software
(DRM) applied.
A thought-provoking and penetrating account of the post-Cold
war follies and delusions that culminated in the age of Donald
Trump from the bestselling author of The Limits of Power.
When the Cold War ended with the fall of the Berlin Wall, the
Washington establishment felt it had prevailed in a worldhistorical struggle. Our side had won, a verdict that was both
decisive and irreversible. For the world’s “indispensable
nation,” its “sole superpower,” the future looked very bright.
History, having brought the United States to the very summit
of power and prestige, had validated American-style liberal
democratic capitalism as universally applicable. In the
decades to come, Americans would put that claim to the test.
They would embrace the promise of globalization as a source
of unprecedented wealth while embarking on wide-ranging
military campaigns to suppress disorder and enforce
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American values abroad, confident in the ability of U.S. forces
to defeat any foe. Meanwhile, they placed all their bets on the
White House to deliver on the promise of their Cold War
triumph: unequaled prosperity, lasting peace, and absolute
freedom. In The Age of Illusions, bestselling author Andrew
Bacevich takes us from that moment of seemingly ultimate
victory to the age of Trump, telling an epic tale of folly and
delusion. Writing with his usual eloquence and vast
knowledge, he explains how, within a quarter of a century, the
United States ended up with gaping inequality, permanent
war, moral confusion, and an increasingly angry and
alienated population, as well, of course, as the strangest
president in American history.
The Victorian period, viewed in the West as a time of selfconfident progress, was experienced by Asians as a
catastrophe. As the British gunned down the last heirs to the
Mughal Empire, burned down the Summer Palace in Beijing,
or humiliated the bankrupt rulers of the Ottoman Empire, it
was clear that for Asia to recover a vast intellectual effort
would be required. Pankaj Mishra's fascinating, highly
entertaining new book tells the story of a remarkable group of
men from across the continent who met the challenge of the
West. Incessantly travelling, questioning and agonising, they
both hated the West and recognised that an Asian
renaissance needed to be fuelled in part by engagement with
the enemy. Through many setbacks and wrong turns, a
powerful, contradictory and ultimately unstoppable series of
ideas were created that now lie behind everything from the
Chinese Communist Party to Al Qaeda, from Indian
nationalism to the Muslim Brotherhood. Mishra allows the
reader to see the events of two centuries anew, through the
eyes of the journalists, poets, radicals and charismatics who
criss-crossed Europe and Asia and created the ideas which
lie behind the powerful Asian nations of the twenty-first
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century.
A conservative historian and former military officer calls for
specific and practical measures to address key issues related
to America's troubled economy, compromises to true
democratic principles, and inappropriate involvement in
military conflicts. 35,000 first printing.
THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES, USA TODAY, AND
WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER From New York
Times bestselling author Jay Kristoff comes Empire of the
Vampire, the first illustrated volume of an astonishing new
dark fantasy saga. From holy cup comes holy light; The
faithful hand sets world aright. And in the Seven Martyrs’
sight, Mere man shall end this endless night. It has been
twenty-seven long years since the last sunrise. For nearly
three decades, vampires have waged war against humanity;
building their eternal empire even as they tear down our own.
Now, only a few tiny sparks of light endure in a sea of
darkness. Gabriel de León is a silversaint: a member of a holy
brotherhood dedicated to defending realm and church from
the creatures of the night. But even the Silver Order could not
stem the tide once daylight failed us, and now, only Gabriel
remains. Imprisoned by the very monsters he vowed to
destroy, the last silversaint is forced to tell his story. A story of
legendary battles and forbidden love, of faith lost and
friendships won, of the Wars of the Blood and the Forever
King and the quest for humanity’s last remaining hope: The
Holy Grail.
The author navigates America's divided culture--where a
minority embraces film, theater, and books, while the majority
cling to a world of fantasy and false certainty--to expose what
he sees as an age of terrifying decline and heightened selfdelusion.
A Pulitzer Prize–winning New York Times reporter exposes
the roots of the opioid epidemic at the hands of Purdue
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Pharma and Raymond and Mortimer Sackler in Pain Killer, a
“timely, compelling, important” (The Seattle Times) story of
corporate greed and government negligence.
“Groundbreaking . . . Pain Killer is the shocking account of
the origins of today’s opioid epidemic, the creators of this
plague, and the way to help stop it.”—Sam Quinones, author
of Dreamland: The True Tale of America’s Opiate Epidemic
Between 1999 and 2017, an estimated 250,000 Americans
died from overdoses involving prescription painkillers, a
plague ignited by Purdue Pharma’s aggressive marketing of
OxyContin. Families, working class and wealthy, have been
torn apart, businesses destroyed, and public officials pushed
to the brink. Meanwhile, the drugmaker’s owners, Raymond
and Mortimer Sackler, whose names adorn museums
worldwide, made enormous fortunes from the commercial
success of OxyContin. In Pain Killer, Barry Meier tells the
story of how Purdue turned OxyContin into a billion-dollar
blockbuster. Powerful narcotic painkillers, or opioids, were
once used as drugs of last resort for pain sufferers. But
Purdue launched an unprecedented marketing campaign
claiming that the drug’s long-acting formulation made it safer
to use than traditional painkillers for many types of pain. That
illusion was quickly shattered as drug abusers learned that
crushing an Oxy could release its narcotic payload all at once.
Even in its prescribed form, Oxy proved fiercely addictive. As
OxyContin’s use and abuse grew, Purdue concealed what it
knew from regulators, doctors, and patients. Here are the
people who profited from the crisis and those who paid the
price, those who plotted in boardrooms and those who tried to
sound alarm bells. A country doctor in rural Virginia, Art Van
Zee, took on Purdue and warned officials about OxyContin
abuse. An ebullient high school cheerleader, Lindsey Myers,
was reduced to stealing from her parents to feed her
escalating Oxy habit. A hard-charging DEA official, Laura
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Nagel, tried to hold Purdue executives to account. In this
updated edition of Pain Killer, Barry Meier breaks new ground
in his decades-long investigation into the opioid epidemic. He
takes readers inside Purdue to show how long the company
withheld information about the abuse of OxyContin and gives
a shocking account of the Justice Department’s failure to
alter the trajectory of the opioid epidemic and protect
thousands of lives. Equal parts crime thriller, medical
detective story, and business exposé, Pain Killer is a hardhitting look at how a supposed wonder drug became the
gateway drug to a national tragedy.
After saving their beloved mechanized city of Oskars, Hannah
and Ever team up with new friends to try to save both Oskars
and the nearby city of Alexios from the evil assassin Vash.
Many liberals are disappointed with Barack Obama. Some
talk of “betrayal,” while others are writing abject letters to the
White House asking the president to come back to his “true
self.” Chris Hedges, however, is a progressive who doesn't
feel betrayed. “Obama was and is a brand,” he argues. “He
is a product of the Chicago political machine. He has been
skillfully packaged by the corporate state.” In his newest
book, Hedges argues that the conscious inertia of the left is
destroying the progressive movement. Inaction and empty
moral posturing leads not to change, but to an orgy of selfadulation and self-pity. Hedges argues that the gravest
danger we face as a nation is not from the far right, although
the right may well inherit power. Instead, the threat comes
from a bankrupt liberal class that has lost the will to fight and
the moral courage to stand up for what it espouses.

Pulitzer prize–winner Chris Hedges charts the
dramatic and disturbing rise of a post-literate society
that craves fantasy, ecstasy and illusion. Chris
Hedges argues that we now live in two societies:
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One, the minority, functions in a print-based, literate
world, that can cope with complexity and can
separate illusion from truth. The other, a growing
majority, is retreating from a reality-based world into
one of false certainty and magic. In this “other
society,” serious film and theatre, as well as
newspapers and books, are being pushed to the
margins. In the tradition of Christopher Lasch’s The
Culture of Narcissism and Neil Postman’s Amusing
Ourselves to Death, Hedges navigates this culture —
attending WWF contests as well as Ivy League
graduation ceremonies — exposing an age of
terrifying decline and heightened self-delusion.
Empire of IllusionThe End of Literacy and the
Triumph of Spectacle
Chris Hedges on the most taboo topics in America,
with David Talbot. The War on Terror is a profitable
crusade against convenient enemies. “Muslim rage”
is an understandable response to US state terror.
Rising oligarchy in America has made democracy a
sham and turned the electoral process into an
increasingly absurd circus. Police violence against
minorities is part of a systematic effort to crush social
discontent. Proliferating violence against women’s
health clinics is part of the war on women’s bodies.
Freedom of speech is an illusion, with government
agencies and corporate media dictating acceptable
boundaries of public discourse. America’s only hope
is a revolution to create genuine structures of
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popular power. This kind of insight into America’s
deeply troubled current state cannot be found on
television, in the pages of leading newspapers, or on
Google News. Many of our most important thinkers
are relegated to the shadows because their ideas
are deemed too radical—or true—for public
consumption. Among these intellectual bomb
throwers is Chris Hedges, who, after decades on the
front lines, continues to confront power in America in
the most incisive, challenging ways. Hedges’s
unfettered conversation with Hot Books editorial
director David Talbot— founder of Salon and author
of New York Times bestseller, The Devil’s
Chessboard: Allen Dulles, the CIA and the Rise of
America’s Secret Government—will be the first in a
series for Hot Books called “Unspeakable,” featuring
some of the most important – and censored – voices
in the world today.
'Kissinger's absorbing book tackles head-on some of
the toughest questions of our time . . . Its pages
sparkle with insight' Simon Schama in the NEW
YORKER Spanning more than three centuries, from
Cardinal Richelieu to the fragility of the 'New World
Order', DIPLOMACY is the now-classic history of
international relations by the former Secretary of
State and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize.
Kissinger's intimate portraits of world leaders, many
from personal experience, provide the reader with a
unique insight into what really goes on -- and why -Page 13/26
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behind the closed doors of the corridors of power.
'Budding diplomats and politicians should read it as
avidly as their predecessors read Machiavelli'
Douglas Hurd in the DAILY TELEGRAPH 'If you
want to pay someone a compliment, give them
Henry Kissinger's DIPLOMACY ... It is certainly one
of the best, and most enjoyable [books] on
international relations past and present ...
DIPLOMACY should be read for the sheer historical
sweep, the characterisations, the story-telling, the
ability to look at large parts of the world as a whole'
Malcolm Rutherford in the FINANCIAL TIMES
Democracy is struggling in America--by now this
statement is almost cliché. But what if the country is
no longer a democracy at all? In Democracy
Incorporated, Sheldon Wolin considers the
unthinkable: has America unwittingly morphed into a
new and strange kind of political hybrid, one where
economic and state powers are conjoined and
virtually unbridled? Can the nation check its descent
into what the author terms "inverted totalitarianism"?
Wolin portrays a country where citizens are politically
uninterested and submissive--and where elites are
eager to keep them that way. At best the nation has
become a "managed democracy" where the public is
shepherded, not sovereign. At worst it is a place
where corporate power no longer answers to state
controls. Wolin makes clear that today's America is
in no way morally or politically comparable to
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totalitarian states like Nazi Germany, yet he warns
that unchecked economic power risks verging on
total power and has its own unnerving pathologies.
Wolin examines the myths and mythmaking that
justify today's politics, the quest for an everexpanding economy, and the perverse attractions of
an endless war on terror. He argues passionately
that democracy's best hope lies in citizens
themselves learning anew to exercise power at the
local level. Democracy Incorporated is one of the
most worrying diagnoses of America's political ills to
emerge in decades. It is sure to be a lightning rod for
political debate for years to come. Now with a new
introduction by Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Chris
Hedges, Democracy Incorporated remains an
essential work for understanding the state of
democracy in America.
At the end of the world, a woman must hide her
secret power and find her kidnapped daughter in this
"intricate and extraordinary" Hugo Award winning
novel of power, oppression, and revolution. (The
New York Times) This is the way the world ends. .
.for the last time. It starts with the great red rift
across the heart of the world's sole continent,
spewing ash that blots out the sun. It starts with
death, with a murdered son and a missing daughter.
It starts with betrayal, and long dormant wounds
rising up to fester. This is the Stillness, a land long
familiar with catastrophe, where the power of the
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earth is wielded as a weapon. And where there is no
mercy. Read the first book in the critically acclaimed,
three-time Hugo award-winning trilogy by NYT
bestselling author N. K. Jemisin.
Named a Best Book of the Year by Amazon.com and
the Washington Post Three years ago, Pulitzer
Prize–winner Chris Hedges and award-winning
cartoonist and journalist Joe Sacco set out to take a
look at the sacrifice zones, those areas in America
that have been offered up for exploitation in the
name of profit, progress, and technological
advancement. They wanted to show in words and
drawings what life looks like in places where the
marketplace rules without constraints, where human
beings and the natural world are used and then
discarded to maximize profit. Days of Destruction,
Days of Revolt is the searing account of their travels.
Winner of the PEN/Open Book Award At university in
Manila, young, bookish Soledad Soliman falls in with
radical friends, defying her wealthy parents and their
society crowd. Drawn in by two romantic young
rebels, Sol initiates a conspiracy that quickly spirals
out of control. Years later, far from her homeland,
Sol reconstructs her fractured memories, writing a
confession she hopes will be her salvation.
Illuminating the dramatic history of the Marcos-era
Philippines, this story of youthful passion is a tour de
force.
Leonardo da Vinci (1452–1519) was one of the prePage 16/26
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eminent figures of the Italian Renaissance – he was
also one of the most paradoxical. He spent an
incredible amount of time writing notebooks, perhaps
even more time than he ever held a brush, yet at the
same time Leonardo was Renaissance culture’s
most fanatical critic of the word. When Leonardo
criticized writing he criticized it as an expert on
words; when he was painting, writing remained in the
back of his mind. In this book, Joost Keizer argues
that the comparison between word and image fuelled
Leonardo’s thought. The paradoxes at the heart of
Leonardo’s ideas and practice also defined some of
Renaissance culture’s central assumptions about
culture and nature: that there is a look to script, that
painting offered a path out of culture and back to
nature, that the meaning of images emerged in
comparison with words, and that the difference
between image-making and writing also amounted to
a difference in the experience of time.
Adapted from the critically acclaimed chronicle of
U.S. history, a study of American expansionism
around the world is told from a grassroots
perspective and provides an analysis of important
events from Wounded Knee to Iraq, in a volume
created in the format of a graphic novel.
Simultaneous. 100,000 first printing.
A kaleidoscopic tale inspired by a legend from the
medieval Persian epic "Book of Kings" follows the
coming-of-age of a feral Middle Eastern youth in
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New York City on the eve of the September 11
attacks. By the award-winning author of Sons and
Other Flammable Objects. 25,000 first printing.
As a veteran war correspondent, Chris Hedges has
survived ambushes in Central America,
imprisonment in Sudan, and a beating by Saudi
military police. He has seen children murdered for
sport in Gaza and petty thugs elevated into war
heroes in the Balkans. Hedges, who is also a former
divinity student, has seen war at its worst and knows
too well that to those who pass through it, war can
be exhilarating and even addictive: “It gives us
purpose, meaning, a reason for living.” Drawing on
his own experience and on the literature of combat
from Homer to Michael Herr, Hedges shows how war
seduces not just those on the front lines but entire
societies—corrupting politics, destroying culture, and
perverting basic human desires. Mixing hard-nosed
realism with profound moral and philosophical
insight, War Is a Force that Gives Us Meaning is a
work of terrible power and redemptive clarity whose
truths have never been more necessary.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A captivating
exploration of deep time and humanity's search for
purpose, from the world-renowned physicist and bestselling author of The Elegant Universe. "Few
humans share Greene’s mastery of both the latest
cosmological science and English prose." —The New
York Times Until the End of Time is Brian Greene's
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breathtaking new exploration of the cosmos and our
quest to find meaning in the face of this vast
expanse. Greene takes us on a journey from the big
bang to the end of time, exploring how lasting
structures formed, how life and mind emerged, and
how we grapple with our existence through narrative,
myth, religion, creative expression, science, the
quest for truth, and a deep longing for the eternal.
From particles to planets, consciousness to
creativity, matter to meaning—Brian Greene allows us
all to grasp and appreciate our fleeting but utterly
exquisite moment in the cosmos.
Presents a controversial history of violence which
argues that today's world is the most peaceful time in
human existence, drawing on psychological insights
into intrinsic values that are causing people to
condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
From bestselling author Gary Krist, the story of the
metropolis that never should have been and the
visionaries who dreamed it into reality Little more
than a century ago, the southern coast of
California—bone-dry, harbor-less, isolated by deserts
and mountain ranges—seemed destined to remain
scrappy farmland. Then, as if overnight, one of the
world’s iconic cities emerged. At the heart of Los
Angeles’ meteoric rise were three flawed
visionaries: William Mulholland, an immigrant ditchdigger turned self-taught engineer, designed the
massive aqueduct that would make urban life here
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possible. D.W. Griffith, who transformed the motion
picture from a vaudeville-house novelty into a
cornerstone of American culture, gave L.A. its
signature industry. And Aimee Semple McPherson, a
charismatic evangelist who founded a religion,
cemented the city’s identity as a center for spiritual
exploration. All were masters of their craft, but also
illusionists, of a kind. The images they conjured
up—of a blossoming city in the desert, of a factory of
celluloid dreamworks, of a community of seekers
finding personal salvation under the California
sun—were like mirages liable to evaporate on closer
inspection. All three would pay a steep price to
realize these dreams, in a crescendo of hubris,
scandal, and catastrophic failure of design that
threatened to topple each of their personal empires.
Yet when the dust settled, the mirage that was LA
remained. Spanning the years from 1900 to 1930,
The Mirage Factory is the enthralling tale of an
improbable city and the people who willed it into
existence by pushing the limits of human
engineering and imagination.
In a provocative book about American hegemony,
Christopher Layne outlines his belief that U.S.
foreign policy has been consistent in its aims for
more than sixty years and that the current Bush
administration clings to mid-twentieth-century
tactics--to no good effect. What should the nation's
grand strategy look like for the next several
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decades? The end of the cold war profoundly and
permanently altered the international landscape, yet
we have seen no parallel change in the aims and
shape of U.S. foreign policy. The Peace of Illusions
intervenes in the ongoing debate about American
grand strategy and the costs and benefits of
American empire. Layne urges the desirability of a
strategy he calls offshore balancing: rather than
wield power to dominate other states, the U.S.
government should engage in diplomacy to balance
large states against one another. The United States
should intervene, Layne asserts, only when another
state threatens, regionally or locally, to destroy the
established balance. Drawing on extensive archival
research, Layne traces the form and aims of U.S.
foreign policy since 1940, examining alternatives
foregone and identifying the strategic aims of
different administrations. His offshore-balancing
notion, if put into practice with the goal of extending
the American Century, would be a sea change in
current strategy. Layne has much to say about
present-day governmental decision making, which
he examines from the perspectives of both
international relations theory and American
diplomatic history.
From a noted historian and foreign-policy analyst, a
groundbreaking critique of the troubling symbiosis between
Washington and the human rights movement The United
States has long been hailed as a powerful force for global
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human rights. Now, drawing on thousands of documents from
the CIA, the National Security Council, the Pentagon, and
development agencies, James Peck shows in blunt detail how
Washington has shaped human rights into a potent
ideological weapon for purposes having little to do with
rights—and everything to do with furthering America's global
reach. Using the words of Washington's leaders when they
are speaking among themselves, Peck tracks the rise of
human rights from its dismissal in the cold war years as
"fuzzy minded" to its calculated adoption, after the Vietnam
War, as a rationale for American foreign engagement. He
considers such milestones as the fight for Soviet dissidents,
Tiananmen Square, and today's war on terror, exposing in the
process how the human rights movement has too often failed
to challenge Washington's strategies. A gripping and elegant
work of analysis, Ideal Illusions argues that the movement
must break free from Washington if it is to develop a truly
uncompromising critique of power in all its forms.
A prescient book that forecast the culture that gave rise to
Trump -- a society beholden to empty spectacle and
obsession with image at the expense of reality, reason, and
truth. An instant bestseller, Empire of Illusion is a striking and
unsettling exploration of illusion and fantasy in contemporary
American culture. Traveling to the ringside of professional
wrestling bouts at Madison Square Garden, to Las Vegas to
write about the pornographic film industry, and to academic
conferences held by positive psychologists who claim to be
able to engineer happiness, Hedges chronicles our flight from
an ever-worsening reality. The cultural embrace of illusion
and celebrity culture have accompanied a growing system of
casino capitalism, which creates vast wealth for elites.
Corporations have ruthlessly dismantled and destroyed our
manufacturing base and impoverished our working class.
Hedges exposes the mechanisms that undermine our
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democracy and divert us from the economic, environmental,
political, and moral collapse around us. A culture that cannot
distinguish between reality and illusion dies, Hedges argues,
and we are dying now.
Acclaimed New York Times journalist and author Chris
Hedges offers a critical -- and fascinating -- lesson in the
dangerous realities of our age: a stark look at the effects of
war on combatants. Utterly lacking in rhetoric or dogma, this
manual relies instead on bare fact, frank description, and a
spare question-and-answer format. Hedges allows U.S.
military documentation of the brutalizing physical and
psychological consequences of combat to speak for itself.
Hedges poses dozens of questions that young soldiers might
ask about combat, and then answers them by quoting from
medical and psychological studies. • What are my chances of
being wounded or killed if we go to war? • What does it feel
like to get shot? • What do artillery shells do to you? • What
is the most painful way to get wounded? • Will I be afraid? •
What could happen to me in a nuclear attack? • What does it
feel like to kill someone? • Can I withstand torture? • What
are the long-term consequences of combat stress? • What
will happen to my body after I die? This profound and
devastating portrayal of the horrors to which we subject our
armed forces stands as a ringing indictment of the
glorification of war and the concealment of its barbarity.
Mansfield's translation of this classic work, in combination
with the new material added for this edition, makes it the
definitive version of The Prince, indispensable to scholars,
students, and lovers of the dark art of politics.
The liberal class plays a vital role in a democracy. It gives
moral legitimacy to the state. It makes limited forms of dissent
and incremental change possible. The liberal class posits
itself as the conscience of the nation. It permits us, through its
appeal to public virtues and the public good, to define
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ourselves as a good and noble people. Most importantly, on
behalf of the power elite the liberal class serves as bulwarks
against radical movements by offering a safety valve for
popular frustrations and discontentment by discrediting those
who talk of profound structural change. Once this class loses
its social and political role then the delicate fabric of a
democracy breaks down and the liberal class, along with the
values it espouses, becomes an object of ridicule and hatred.
The door that has been opened to proto-fascists has been
opened by a bankrupt liberalism The Death of the Liberal
Class examines the failure of the liberal class to confront the
rise of the corporate state and the consequences of a
liberalism that has become profoundly bankrupted. Hedges
argues there are five pillars of the liberal establishment — the
press, liberal religious institutions, labor unions, universities
and the Democratic Party — and that each of these
institutions, more concerned with status and privilege than
justice and progress, sold out the constituents they
represented. In doing so, the liberal class has become
irrelevant to society at large and ultimately the corporate
power elite they once served.
From the New York Times bestselling author of American
Fascists and the NBCC finalist for War Is a Force That Gives
Us Meaning comes this timely and compelling work about
new atheists: those who attack religion to advance the worst
of global capitalism, intolerance and imperial projects. Chris
Hedges, who graduated from seminary at Harvard Divinity
School, has long been a courageous voice in a world where
there are too few. He observes that there are two radical,
polarized and dangerous sides to the debate on faith and
religion in America: the fundamentalists who see religious
faith as their prerogative, and the new atheists who brand all
religious belief as irrational and dangerous. Both sides use
faith to promote a radical agenda, while the religious majority,
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those with a commitment to tolerance and compassion as
well as to their faith, are caught in the middle. The new
atheists, led by Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens and
Sam Harris, do not make moral arguments about religion.
Rather, they have created a new form of fundamentalism that
attempts to permeate society with ideas about our own moral
superiority and the omnipotence of human reason. I Don't
Believe in Atheists critiques the radical mindset that rages
against religion and faith. Hedges identifies the pillars of the
new atheist belief system, revealing that the stringent rules
and rigid traditions in place are as strict as those of any
religious practice. Hedges claims that those who have placed
blind faith in the morally neutral disciplines of reason and
science create idols in their own image -- a sin for either side
of the spectrum. He makes an impassioned, intelligent case
against religious and secular fundamentalism, which seeks to
divide the world into those worthy of moral and intellectual
consideration and those who should be condemned, silenced
and eradicated. Hedges shatters the new atheists' assault
against religion in America, and in doing so, makes way for
new, moderate voices to join the debate. This is a book that
must be read to understand the state of the battle about faith.
Explores the political ambitions of the Christian right,
discussing how their agenda gained momentum through
alternative networks, schools, and publishers, and warns that
another national crisis may enable the Christian right to seize
political power.
Can God create a stone too heavy for him to lift? Can time
have a beginning? Which came first, the chicken or the egg?
Riddles, paradoxes, conundrums--for millennia the human
mind has found such knotty logical problems both perplexing
and irresistible. Now Roy Sorensen offers the first narrative
history of paradoxes, a fascinating and eye-opening account
that extends from the ancient Greeks, through the Middle
Page 25/26

Read PDF Empire Of Illusion The End Of Literacy
And The Triumph Of Spectacle
Ages, the Enlightenment, and into the twentieth century.
When Augustine asked what God was doing before He made
the world, he was told: "Preparing hell for people who ask
questions like that." A Brief History of the Paradox takes a
close look at "questions like that" and the philosophers who
have asked them, beginning with the folk riddles that inspired
Anaximander to erect the first metaphysical system and
ending with such thinkers as Lewis Carroll, Ludwig
Wittgenstein, and W.V. Quine. Organized chronologically, the
book is divided into twenty-four chapters, each of which pairs
a philosopher with a major paradox, allowing for extended
consideration and putting a human face on the strategies that
have been taken toward these puzzles. Readers get to follow
the minds of Zeno, Socrates, Aquinas, Ockham, Pascal,
Kant, Hegel, and many other major philosophers deep inside
the tangles of paradox, looking for, and sometimes finding, a
way out. Filled with illuminating anecdotes and vividly written,
A Brief History of the Paradox will appeal to anyone who finds
trying to answer unanswerable questions a paradoxically
pleasant endeavor.
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