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Elegance represents an important watershed in architectural design. Since the onset of
computer-driven technologies, innovative designers have, almost exclusively, been
preoccupied with the pursuit of digital techniques. This issue of AD extrapolates current design
tendencies and brings them together to present a new type of architecture, one that is
seamlessly trying processes, space, structure and material together with beauty. ‘Elegance’
here is cast with a new contemporary meaning as it is applied to work that is effortlessly
complex. It is analogous to an elegant algorithm that uses a small amount of initiative code to
great effect. In a structure elegance may be expressed by a complex surface that retains its
continuity and integrity even when punctured. In many ways, Elegance marks a coming of age
for, ‘digital architecture’, as architects become more adept at producing complexity and
integrating digital design technologies, production and assembly systems producing elegant
solutions. It is the potent finesse that is often associated with the work of Zaha Hadid
Architects and other featured architects, such as Mark Goulthorpe of Decoi and Hani Rashid of
Asymptote.
What do we value? Why do we value it? And in a neoliberal age, can morality ever displace
money as the primary means of defining value? These are the questions that drove David
Foster Wallace, a writer widely credited with changing the face of contemporary fiction and
moving it beyond an emotionless postmodern irony. Jeffrey Severs argues in David Foster
Wallace's Balancing Books that Wallace was also deeply engaged with the social, political, and
economic issues of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. A rebellious economic thinker,
Wallace satirized the deforming effects of money, questioned the logic of the monetary system,
and saw the world through the lens of value's many hidden and untapped meanings. In original
readings of all of Wallace's fiction, from The Broom of the System and Infinite Jest to his story
collections and The Pale King, Severs reveals Wallace to be a thoroughly political writer whose
works provide an often surreal history of financial crises and economic policies. As Severs
demonstrates, the concept of value occupied the intersection of Wallace's major interests:
economics, work, metaphysics, mathematics, and morality. Severs ranges from the Great
Depression and the New Deal to the realms of finance, insurance, and taxation to detail
Wallace's quest for balance and grace in a world of excess and entropy. Wallace showed
characters struggling to place two feet on the ground and restlessly sought to "balance the
books" of a chaotic culture. Explaining why Wallace's work has galvanized a new phase in
contemporary global literature, Severs draws connections to key Wallace forerunners Don
DeLillo, Thomas Pynchon, and William Gaddis, as well as his successors—including Dave
Eggers, Teddy Wayne, Jonathan Lethem, and Zadie Smith—interpreting Wallace's legacy in
terms of finance, the gift, and office life.
In Elegant Anatomy Marieke Hendriksen offers an account of the material culture of the
eighteenth-century Leiden anatomical collections, which have not been studied in detail before.
Starting from the materiality of preparations, it introduces the novel analytical concept of
aesthesis.
A compelling, comprehensive, and substantive introduction to the work of David Foster
Wallace.
The evolution of observational instruments, simulation techniques, and computing power has
given aquatic scientists a new understanding of biological and physical processes that span
temporal and spatial scales. This has created a need for a single volume that addresses
concepts of scale in a manner that builds bridges between experimentalists and
From Tristram Shandy to Fredric Jameson, Consider David Foster Wallace blazes a trail into
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the new territory of David Foster Wallace studies. Greg Carlisle, author of the landmark
Wallace study Elegant Complexity, provides an introduction that sets the scene and speculates
on the future of Wallace studies. Editor David Hering provides a provocative look at the
triangular symbols in Infinite Jest. Adam Kelly explores the intriguing question of why Wallace
is considered to be at the forefront of a new sincerity in American fiction. Thomas Tracey
discusses trauma in Oblivion. Gregory Phipps examines Infinite Jest's John "No Relation"
Wayne and the concept of the ideal athlete. Daniel Turnbull compares Wallace's Kenyon
College commencement address to the ethics of Iris Murdoch. These 17 essays stem from the
first ever academic conference devoted the work of David Foster Wallace. Held in Liverpool,
England, in 2009, the conference sparked a worldwide discussion of the place of Wallace's
work in academia and popular culture. Essential for all Wallace scholars, fans of Wallace's
fiction and nonfiction will also find the collection full of insights that span Wallace's career. Yes,
there are footnotes.
For 60 years the International Federation for Information Processing (IFIP) has been
advancing research in Information and Communication Technology (ICT). This book looks into
both past experiences and future perspectives using the core of IFIP's competence, its
Technical Committees (TCs) and Working Groups (WGs). Soon after IFIP was founded, it
established TCs and related WGs to foster the exchange and development of the scientific and
technical aspects of information processing. IFIP TCs are as diverse as the different aspects of
information processing, but they share the following aims: To establish and maintain liaison
with national and international organizations with allied interests and to foster cooperative
action, collaborative research, and information exchange. To identify subjects and priorities for
research, to stimulate theoretical work on fundamental issues, and to foster fundamental
research which will underpin future development. To provide a forum for professionals with a
view to promoting the study, collection, exchange, and dissemination of ideas, information, and
research findings and thereby to promote the state of the art. To seek and use the most
effective ways of disseminating information about IFIP’s work including the organization of
conferences, workshops and symposia and the timely production of relevant publications. To
have special regard for the needs of developing countries and to seek practicable ways of
working with them. To encourage communication and to promote interaction between users,
practitioners, and researchers. To foster interdisciplinary work and – in particular – to
collaborate with other Technical Committees and Working Groups. The 17 contributions in this
book describe the scientific, technical, and further work in TCs and WGs and in many cases
also assess the future consequences of the work’s results. These contributions explore the
developments of IFIP and the ICT profession now and over the next 60 years. The
contributions are arranged per TC and conclude with the chapter on the IFIP code of ethics
and conduct.
Fractals are intricate geometrical forms that contain miniature copies of themselves on ever
smaller scales. This colorful book describes methods for producing an endless variety of fractal
art using a computer program that searches through millions of equations looking for those few
that can produce images having aesthetic appeal. Over a hundred examples of such images
are included with a link to the software that produced these images, and can also produce
many more similar fractals. The underlying mathematics of the process is also explained in
detail. Other books by the author that could be of interest to the reader are Elegant Chaos:
Algebraically Simple Chaotic Flows (J C Sprott, 2010) and Elegant Circuits: Simple Chaotic
Oscillators (J C Sprott and W J Thio, 2020).

This issue of International Review of Neurobiology is split over 2 volumes, bringing
together cutting-edge research on Bioinformatics of Behavior. The 2 volumes review
current knowledge and understanding, provide a starting point for researchers and
practitioners entering the field, and build a platform for further research and discovery.
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Leading authors review the state-of-the-art in their field of investigation, and provide
their views and perspectives for future research Chapters are extensively referenced to
provide readers with a comprehensive list of resources on the topics covered All
chapters include comprehensive background information and are written in a clear form
that is also accessible to the non-specialist
Published annually since 1985, the Handbook series provides a compendium of
thorough and integrative literature reviews on a diverse array of topics of interest to the
higher education scholarly and policy communities. Each chapter provides a
comprehensive review of research findings on a selected topic, critiques the research
literature in terms of its conceptual and methodological rigor, and sets forth an agenda
for future research intended to advance knowledge on the chosen topic. The Handbook
focuses on twelve general areas that encompass the salient dimensions of scholarly
and policy inquiries undertaken in the international higher education community. The
series is fortunate to have attracted annual contributions from distinguished scholars
throughout the world.
'Exquisite Corpse' was a game played by the surrealists in which someone drew on a
piece of paper, folded it and passed it to the next person to draw on until, finally, the
sheet was opened to reveal a calculated yet random composition. In this entertaining
and provocative book, Michael Sorkin suggests that cities are similarly assembled by
many players acting with varying autonomy in a complicit framework. An unfolding
terrain of invention, the city is also a means of accommodating disparity, of
contextualizing sometimes startling juxtapositions. Sorkin's aim is to widen the debate
about the creation of buildings beyond the immediate issues of technology and design.
He discusses the politics and culture of architecture with daring, often devastating,
observations about the institutions and personalities who have dominated the
profession over the past decade. Their preoccupation with the empty style of 'beach
houses and Disneyland' has consistently trivialized the full constructive scope of
contemporary architecture's possibilities. Sorkin's interventions range from the
development scandals of New York where 'skyscrapers stand at the intersection
between grid and greed', through the deconstructivist architectural culture of Los
Angeles, to the work and ideas of architects, developers and critics such as Alvar Aalto,
Norman Foster, Paul Goldberger, Michael Graves, Coop Himmelblau, Philip Johnson,
Leon Krier, Frank Lloyd Wright, Richard Rogers, Carlo Scarpa, James Stirling, Donald
Trump, Tom Wolfe and Lebbeus Woods. Throughout Sorkin combines stinging polemic
with a powerful call for a rebirth of architecture that is visionary and experimental--a
recuperated 'dreamy science'
This handbook for the Methodology of Societal Complexity describes the theoretical
development of the field and lays the foundation for the application of the Compram
Methodology in the context of addressing complex societal problems. As such, it offers
a valuable resource for scientists, practitioners, politicians, master and PhD students in
the fields of methodology, the social sciences, operational research, management and
political science and for all others who are professionally involved in handling complex
societal problems. These problems are the kind that fill the front page of quality
newspapers; they have a huge impact on society, involve a variety of phenomena and
actors, and are therefore difficult to handle. The structured Compram Methodology
provides sound guidelines for handling real-life societal problems democratically,
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sustainably and transparently. Examples of the use of the Compram Methodology are
provided in the domain of global safety with regard to healthcare, economics, climate
change, terrorism, large city problems, large technological projects and floods. Complex
societal problems must be treated as multi-disciplinary, multi-actor, multi-level and often
as multi-continental issues. As such, they call for a multi-disciplinary and multi-actor
approach that takes into account the emotional aspects of the problem and the problem
handling process, including the micro, meso and macro level, which can be
accomplished using the methods, models and tools from the field of the Methodology of
Societal Complexity. The Compram Methodology improves the problem handling
process and increases the quality of interventions and therefore the quality of life.
Handling complex societal problems can reduce conflicts, save money and ultimately
even save lives. Dorien J. DeTombe is an internationally recognized expert and founder
of the Theory of the Methodology of Societal Complexity and the Compram
Methodology.
Playback is the technique of rebroadcasting natural or synthetic signals to animals and
observing their response. The ability to present a putative signal in isolation, without the
potential confounding effects of other activities of the signaller, is the main reason for
the depth and range of our knowledge of communication systems. To date, playback of
sound signals has predominated, but playback of electric signals and even video
playback of visual signals suggests that playback will become just as prevalent in
studies of communication in other sensory modalities. This book is one of the outcomes
of a workshop on playback held at Thombridge Hall in the Peak District National Park,
England during August 1991. There were two reasons for organising the workshop.
First, the considerable and lively debate in the literature about the design and analysis
of playback experiments -the pseudoreplication debate -was in danger of generating
more heat than light. A workshop forum seemed the obvious place to clarify and, if
possible, resolve the debate. Second, with the number of new playback and analysis
techniques increasing rapidly, it seemed an opportune moment to discuss these
techniques and to review some rapidly developing areas of interest in sound
communication.
Complex systems analysis has become a fascinating topic in modern research on nonlinear dynamics, not only in the physical sciences but also in the life sciences and the
social sciences. After the era of bifurcation theory, chaos theory, syn- getics, resilience
analysis, network dynamics and evolutionary thinking, currently we observe an
increasing interest in critical transitions of dynamic real-world systems in many
disciplines, such as demography, biology, psychology, economics, earth sciences,
geology, seismology, medical sciences, and so on. The relevance of this approach is
clearly re?ected in such phenomena as traf?c congestion, ?nancial crisis, ethnic
con?icts, eco-system breakdown, health failures, etc. This has prompted a world-wide
interest in complex systems. Geographical space is one of the playgrounds for complex
dynamics, as is witnessed by population movements, transport ?ows, retail
developments, urban expansion, lowland ?ooding and so forth. All such dynamic
phenomena have one feature in common: the low predictability of uncertain interrelated
events occurring at different interconnected spatio-temporal scale levels and often
originating from different disciplinary backgrounds. The study of the associated nonlinear (fast and slow) dynamic transition paths calls for a joint research effort of
Page 4/12

Read Online Elegant Complexity A Study Of David Foster Wallaces Infinite
Jest
scientists from different disciplines in order to understand the nature, the roots and the
con- quences of unexpected or unpredictable changes in complex spatial systems.
The novels of David Foster Wallace, Dave Eggers and Jonathan Safran Foer are
increasingly regarded as representing a new trend, an 'aesthetic sea change' in
contemporary American literature. 'Post-postmodernism' and 'New Sincerity' are just
two of the labels that have been attached to this trend. But what do these labels mean?
What characterizes and connects these novels? Den Dulk shows that the connection
between these works lies in their shared philosophical dimension. On the one hand,
they portray excessive self-reflection and endless irony as the two main problems of
contemporary Western life. On the other hand, the novels embody an attempt to
overcome these problems: sincerity, reality-commitment and community are portrayed
as the virtues needed to achieve a meaningful life. This shared philosophical dimension
is analyzed by viewing the novels in light of the existentialist philosophies of S›ren
Kierkegaard, Jean-Paul Sartre, Ludwig Wittgenstein and Albert Camus.
Complexity, Multi-Disciplinarity, and Beyond addresses the issue of complexity mainly
in the fields of humanities and social sciences. It is a continuation of Interdisciplinarity:
Toward the Definition of a Metadiscipline? (Lang, 2001) in which the main question is
related to the role of interdisciplinarity and disciplinarian thinking in confronting
complexity in general. The present book focuses on complexity in the humanities but
also revisits some of the ideas brought forth in Interdisciplinarity, concerning the
limitations of disciplinarian thinking and interdisciplinarity in their confrontations with
complexity. The development of conceptual tools, as well as theories and models for
complexity outside the realm of «hard» sciences, is still in its infancy. Nevertheless, it is
essential to learn to cope with complexity, and every effort in this area must be
encouraged.
A gargantuan, mind-altering comedy about the Pursuit of Happiness in America Set in an
addicts' halfway house and a tennis academy, and featuring the most endearingly screwed-up
family to come along in recent fiction, Infinite Jest explores essential questions about what
entertainment is and why it has come to so dominate our lives; about how our desire for
entertainment affects our need to connect with other people; and about what the pleasures we
choose say about who we are. Equal parts philosophical quest and screwball comedy, Infinite
Jest bends every rule of fiction without sacrificing for a moment its own entertainment value. It
is an exuberant, uniquely American exploration of the passions that make us human - and one
of those rare books that renew the idea of what a novel can do. "The next step in fiction...Edgy,
accurate, and darkly witty...Think Beckett, think Pynchon, think Gaddis. Think." --Sven Birkerts,
The Atlantic
David Foster Wallace’s works engage with his literary moment--roughly summarized as
postmodernism--and with the author’s historical context. From his famously complex fiction to
essays critical of American culture, Wallace’s works have at their core essential human
concerns such as self-understanding, connecting with others, ethical behavior, and finding
meaning. The essays in this volume suggest ways to elucidate Wallace’s philosophical and
literary preoccupations for today’s students, who continue to contend with urgent issues, both
personal and political, through reading literature. Part 1, “Materials,â€ offers guidance on
biographical, contextual, and archival sources and critical responses to Wallace’s writing. The
essays in part 2, “Approaches,â€ discuss teaching key works and genres in high school
settings, first-year undergraduate writing classes, American literature surveys, seminars on
Wallace, and world literature courses. They examine Wallace’s social and philosophical
contexts and contributions, treating topics such as gender, literary ethics, and the culture of
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writing programs.
This project explores how changing models of literary production are blurring or erasing the
divisions between authors, critics and readers. Millions of cultural consumers are participating
in previously closed literary conversations and expressing forms of mass distinction through
their purchases and reviews of books. These traces of popular reading choices constitute a
fresh perspective on elusive audience reactions to literature and reveal evolving networks of
conversation. Employing network analysis methodologies and 'distant reading' of book reviews,
recommendations and other digital traces of cultural distinction, I develop a new model for
literary culture in America today. Through readings of the fiction and reception of Thomas
Pynchon, Toni Morrison, David Foster Wallace and Junot Díaz, this model outlines the
fundamental requirements for contemporary literary fame. My introduction outlines
methodological tools I developed and situates them in the critical traditions of literary reception,
cultural sociology and media theory before describing the digital ecologies that have emerged
around literature online and their value. Chapter 1 explores the nature of literary fame through
a case study of Thomas Pynchon, whose carefully guarded anonymity and ironic distance from
capitalism are reflected in the networks his readers construct around his long, challenging
books. In stark contrast, Toni Morrison, the subject of Chapter 2, has succeeded critically and
commercially, tirelessly seeking out readers to form literary communities around her writing,
most prominently through her collaboration with Oprah's Book Club. Chapter 3 considers David
Foster Wallace and Junot Díaz and sets out a model for contemporary literary culture: a
reading society that demands new forms of authorial reflexivity to mirror the collaborative,
iterative nature of digital literary conversations. I conclude with a brief consideration of the
exciting prospects and challenges for fiction in a world that reads more than ever but is
growing disaffected with the material realities of literary production.
??This book combines game theory and complex networks to examine intentional
technological risk through modeling. As information security risks are in constant evolution, the
methodologies and tools to manage them must evolve to an ever-changing environment. A
formal global methodology is explained in this book, which is able to analyze risks in cyber
security based on complex network models and ideas extracted from the Nash equilibrium. A
risk management methodology for IT critical infrastructures is introduced which provides
guidance and analysis on decision making models and real situations. This model manages
the risk of succumbing to a digital attack and assesses an attack from the following three
variables: income obtained, expense needed to carry out an attack, and the potential
consequences for an attack. Graduate students and researchers interested in cyber security,
complex network applications and intentional risk will find this book useful as it is filled with a
number of models, methodologies and innovative examples. ?
Liberal individualism, a foundational concept of American politics, assumes an essentially
homogeneous population of independent citizens. When confronted with physical disability and
the contradiction of seemingly unruly bodies, however, the public searches for a story that can
make sense of the difference. The narrative that ensues makes "abnormality" an important part
of the dialogue about what a genuine citizen is, though its role is concealed as an exception to
the rule of individuality rather than a defining difference. Reading Embodied Citizenship brings
disability to the forefront, illuminating its role in constituting what counts as U.S. citizenship.
Drawing from major figures in American literature, including Mark Twain, Flannery O'Connor,
Carson McCullers, and David Foster Wallace, as well as introducing texts from the emerging
canon of disability studies, Emily Russell demonstrates the place of disability at the core of
American ideals. The narratives prompted by the encounter between physical difference and
the body politic require a new understanding of embodiment as a necessary conjunction of
physical, textual, and social bodies. Russell examines literature to explore and unsettle longheld assumptions about American citizenship.
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As one of the most celebrated novelists and essayists of the new millennium, David Foster
Wallace quickly rose to prominence as the voice of his generation. The publication of Infinite
Jest in 1996 cemented his status. If David Foster Wallace had written nothing besides Infinite
Jest, his legacy would be secure as one of the most important artists of the new Millennium.
But he did so much more than that: he left behind a diverse body of creative nonfiction that
was held together by his sincere approach to any subject. He positively influenced thousands
of students in his writing workshops and literary seminars over the years. More than anything,
he gave a shape and a voice to the confused, conflicted Internet generation. This short
biography traces the life and career of one America’s most complex and gifted writers.
The Craft of Political Research immerses readers not only in how political scientists work but
also in how ideas produce research questions and guide the selection of research methods.
Emphasizing the internal logic of research methods and the collaborative nature of the
research process, this slender text explores the design behind interesting questions, problems
in measurement and analysis, and key statistical methods. Brief and inexpensive to include in
any course, The Craft of Political Research’s elegant explanations inspire a big picture
understanding of how political scientists explain political reality and encourage students to
create their own inventive, original, and bold research work. Features include: Focuses on the
big picture of how good research leads to good theories instead of just what research method
to use. Provides concise and accessible coverage of key topics, including the nature of
research, research design, sampling, statistical analysis, ethics, and more. Includes detailed
examples of classic and contemporary political science research to give students models for
their own original research.
In 1989, Steven Moore published the first scholarly study of all three of William Gaddis's novels
and since then it has been generally regarded as the best book on this difficult but major
writer's work. This revised and expanded edition includes new chapters on the novels Gaddis
published after 1989, the National Book Award-winning A Frolic of His Own and the
posthumous novella Agape Agape, along with updated introductory and concluding chapters.
This introduction offers a clear discussion of all five of Gaddis's novels, providing essential
biographical information, two chapters each on his most significant novels, The Recognitions
and J R, and a chapter each devoted to his later three novels. A concluding chapter locates his
place in American literature and notes his influence on younger writers. Each chapter focuses
on the main themes of each novel and discusses the literary techniques Gaddis deployed to
dramatize those themes. Since Gaddis is an erudite, allusive novelist, Moore clarifies his
references and explains how they enhance his themes.

Asked in 2006 about the philosophical nature of his fiction, the late American writer
David Foster Wallace replied, "If some people read my fiction and see it as
fundamentally about philosophical ideas, what it probably means is that these are
pieces where the characters are not as alive and interesting as I meant them to be."
Gesturing Toward Reality looks into this quality of Wallace's work-when the writer dons
the philosopher's cap-and sees something else. With essays offering a careful perusal
of Wallace's extensive and heavily annotated self-help library, re-considerations of
Wittgenstein's influence on his fiction, and serious explorations into the moral and
spiritual landscape where Wallace lived and wrote, this collection offers a perspective
on Wallace that even he was not always ready to see. Since so much has been said in
specifically literary circles about Wallace's philosophical acumen, it seems natural to
have those with an interest in both philosophy and Wallace's writing address how these
two areas come together.
Perfect for fans of Barbarian Days, this memoir in essays follows one man's decadelong quest to uncover the hidden meaning of skateboarding, and explores how this
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search led unexpectedly to insights on marriage, love, loss, American invention, and
growing old. In January 2012, creative writing professor and novelist Kyle Beachy
published one of his first essays on skate culture, an exploration of how Nike’s
corporate strategy successfully gutted the once-mighty independent skate shoe market.
It would not be his last. For a decade and counting, Beachy has been skate culture's
freshest, most illuminating, at times most controversial voice, writing candidly about the
increasingly popular and fast-changing pastime Beachy first picked up as a young boy
and has continued to practice well into adulthood. What is skateboarding? What does it
mean to continue skateboarding after forty, four decades after the kickflip was
invented? How does one live authentically as an adult while staying true a lifelong
passion cemented in childhood? How does having a hobby like skateboarding, which
breaks bones, abrades skin, and takes as much as it gives, shape one's understanding
of contemporary American life? Of growing old and getting married? In the tradition of
William Finnegan's Barbarian Days, Helen Macdonald’s H Is for Hawk, and Haruki
Murakami's What I Talk About When I Talk About Running, THE MOST FUN THING
offers a deep exploration of an often overlooked, underappreciated pastime whose
seeming simplicity conceals universal truths. It is a rich account of Beachy's quest to
pin down the meaning of the activity that became his life's greatest obsession and his
struggle to find a place for it in an increasingly complicated life as an adult, a professor,
and a husband.
Complexities in Colorectal Surgery: Decision-Making and Management provides a
unique, modern, practical guide that covers the strategic evaluation, specific
approaches, and detailed management techniques utilized by expert Colorectal
Surgeons caring for patients with complex problems—whether they result from
underlying colorectal disease or from complications arising from previous surgical
therapy. The text is formatted as both a “how-to” manual as well as an algorithm-based
guide allowing the reader to understand the thought process behind the proposed
treatment strategies. By making use of evidence-based recommendations, each
chapter will include not only diagnostic and therapeutic guidelines, but also a narrative
by the author on his/her operative technical details and perioperative “tips and tricks”
that they utilize in the management of these complex surgical challenges. This test
includes chapters on the assessment of risk and nutritional intervention methods
utilized to minimize perioperative complications. In addition, sections on medical and
surgical therapies for abdominal, pelvic and anorectal disease are incorporated.
Moreover, the technical challenges of managing complications resulting from the
original or subsequent operations is addressed. The underlying focus throughout the
text is to provide pragmatic and understandable solutions that can be readily
implemented by surgeons of varying experience to successfully treat complex
colorectal problems. The text also goes beyond the technical aspects of Colorectal
Surgery and includes special sections highlighting the essence of a surgeon. These
include chapters describing the importance of the first encounter, building patient
rapport, and demonstrating confidence and competence while showing humility and
avoiding arrogance. Additionally, aspects involving the medical-legal, ethical, and
economic challenges confronting surgeons are covered.
The concept of “chaos”, and chaos theory, though it is a field of study specifically in the
field of mathematics with applications in physics, engineering, economics,
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management, and education, has also recently taken root in the social sciences. As a
method of analyzing the way in which the digital age has connected society more than
ever, chaos and complexity theory serves as a tactic to tie world events and cope with
the information overload that is associated with heightened social connectivity. The
Handbook of Research on Chaos and Complexity Theory in the Social Sciences
explores the theories of chaos and complexity as applied to a variety of disciplines
including political science, organizational and management science, economics, and
education. Presenting diverse research-based perspectives on mathematical patterns
in the world system, this publication is an essential reference source for scholars,
researchers, mathematicians, social theorists, and graduate-level students in a variety
of disciplines.
This book constitutes the thoroughly refereed post-proceedings of the 11th International
Workshop on DNA Based Computers, DNA11, held in London, ON, Canada, in June
2005. The 34 revised full papers presented were carefully selected during two rounds of
reviewing and improvement from an initial total of 79 submissions. The wide-ranging
topics include in vitro and in vivo biomolecular computation, algorithmic self-assembly,
DNA device design, DNA coding theory, and membrane computing.
In David Foster Wallace: Fiction and Form, David Hering analyses the structures of
David Foster Wallace's fiction, from his debut The Broom of the System to his final
unfinished novel The Pale King. Incorporating extensive analysis of Wallace's drafts,
notes and letters, and taking account of the rapidly expanding field of Wallace
scholarship, this book argues that the form of Wallace's fiction is always inextricably
bound up within an ongoing conflict between the monologic and the dialogic, one
strongly connected with Wallace's sense of his own authorial presence and identity in
the work. Hering suggests that this conflict occurs at the level of both subject and
composition, analysing the importance of a number of provocative structural and critical
contexts – ghostliness, institutionality, reflection – to the fiction while describing how this
argument is also visible within the development of Wallace's manuscripts, comparing
early drafts with published material to offer a career-long framework of the construction
of Wallace's fiction. The final chapter offers an unprecedentedly detailed analysis of the
troubled, decade-long construction of the work that became The Pale King.
"Elegant Complexity is the first critical work to provide detailed and thorough
commentary on each of the 192 sections of David Foster Wallace's masterful Infinite
Jest. No other commentary on Infinite Jest recognizes that Wallace clearly divided the
book into 28 chapters that are thematically unified. A chronology at the end of the study
reorders each section of the novel into a sequential timeline that orients the reader and
that could be used to support a chronological reading of the novel. Other helpful
reference materials include a thematic outline, more chronologies, a map of one the
novel's settings, lists of characters grouped by association, and an indexed list of
references. Elegant Complexity orients the reader at the beginning of each section and
keeps commentary separate for those readers who only want orientation. The
researcher looking for specific characters or themes is provided a key at the beginning
of each commentary. Carlisle explains the novel's complex plot threads (and
discrepancies) with expert insight and clear commentary. The book is 99% spoiler-free
for first-time readers of Infinite Jest."--Publisher's website.
David Foster Wallace's "Infinite Jest" is one of the most ambitious American novels of
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the last decade. Its huge scope, its immense array of characters, and Wallace's artful
mastery of language make it a complex and sometimes difficult text that has frequently
been compared with other works of magnitude such as "Ulysses" and "Gravity's
Rainbow". This book aims to provide the reader of Wallace's novel with one (of many)
possible thread(s) which might lead him through the textual labyrinth of "Infinite Jest". It
is concerned with the issues of narcissism, addiction, depression, and despair and
interprets the novel within an Existentialist framework drawn from the philosophical
works of Jean-Paul Sartre and Søren Kierkegaard. Hirt analyzes Wallace's portrayal of
contemporary existence inside a society that, paradoxically, entraps the individual self
exactly by exposing it to an unprecedented state of freedom. Furthermore, Hirt
discusses the counter-proposals which Wallace weighs against postmodern culture.
"Infinite Jest" is thus set in relation to postmodern literature, and the similarities as well
as the differences between this literary period and "Infinite Jest" are illuminated.
Style matters. Television relies on style—setting, lighting, videography, editing, and so
on—to set moods, hail viewers, construct meanings, build narratives, sell products, and
shape information. Yet, to date, style has been the most understudied aspect of the
medium. In this book, Jeremy G. Butler examines the meanings behind television’s
stylstic conventions. Television Style dissects how style signifies and what significance
it has had in specific television contexts. Using hundreds of frame captures from
television programs, Television Style dares to look closely at television. Miami Vice, ER,
soap operas, sitcoms, and commercials, among other prototypical television texts, are
deconstructed in an attempt to understand how style functions in television. Television
Style also assays the state of style during an era of media convergence and the
ostensible demise of network television. This book is a much needed introduction to
television style, and essential reading at a moment when the medium is undergoing
radical transformation, perhaps even a stylistic renaissance. Discover additional
examples and resources on the companion website: www.tvstylebook.com.
The communication complexity of a function f(x, y) measures the number of bits that
two players, one who knows x and the other who knows y, must exchange to determine
the value f(x, y). Communication complexity is a fundamental measure of complexity of
functions. Lower bounds on this measure lead to lower bounds on many other
measures of computational complexity. This monograph surveys lower bounds in the
field of communication complexity. Our focus is on lower bounds that work by first
representing the communication complexity measure in Euclidean space. That is to
say, the first step in these lower bound techniques is to find a geometric complexity
measure, such as rank or trace norm, that serves as a lower bound to the underlying
communication complexity measure. Lower bounds on this geometric complexity
measure are then found using algebraic and geometric tools.
Elegant ComplexityA Study of David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest
National Bestseller “One of those rare nonfiction books that transcends the genre. ...
Extraordinary.” —Douglas Preston, New York Times bestselling author of The Lost City
of the Monkey God A grand tour of the human immune system and the secrets of
health, by the Pulitzer Prize–winning New York Times journalist A terminal cancer
patient rises from the grave. A medical marvel defies HIV. Two women with
autoimmunity discover their own bodies have turned against them. Matt Richtel's An
Elegant Defense uniquely entwines these intimate stories with science’s centuries-long
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quest to unlock the mysteries of sickness and health, and illuminates the immune
system as never before. The immune system is our body’s essential defense network,
a guardian vigilantly fighting illness, healing wounds, maintaining order and balance,
and keeping us alive. Its legion of microscopic foot soldiers—from T cells to “natural
killers”—patrols our body, linked by a nearly instantaneous communications grid. It has
been honed by evolution over millennia to face an almost infinite array of threats. For all
its astonishing complexity, however, the immune system can be easily compromised by
fatigue, stress, toxins, advanced age, and poor nutrition—hallmarks of modern life—and
even by excessive hygiene. Paradoxically, it is a fragile wonder weapon that can turn
on our own bodies with startling results, leading today to epidemic levels of
autoimmune disorders. Richtel effortlessly guides readers on a scientific detective tale
winding from the Black Plague to twentieth-century breakthroughs in vaccination and
antibiotics, to the cutting-edge laboratories that are revolutionizing
immunology—perhaps the most extraordinary and consequential medical story of our
time. The foundation that Richtel builds makes accessible revelations about cancer
immunotherapy, the microbiome, and autoimmune treatments that are changing
millions of lives. An Elegant Defense also captures in vivid detail how these powerful
therapies, along with our behavior and environment, interact with the immune system,
often for the good but always on a razor’s edge that can throw this remarkable system
out of balance. Drawing on his groundbreaking reporting for the New York Times and
based on extensive new interviews with dozens of world-renowned scientists, Matt
Richtel has produced a landmark book, equally an investigation into the deepest riddles
of survival and a profoundly human tale that is movingly brought to life through the eyes
of his four main characters, each of whom illuminates an essential facet of our “elegant
defense.”
A fully revised and expanded edition of Burn's influential guide to a central postmodern
novel.
Recent U.S. literature has both been informed by, and critically engaged with,
materialist conceptions of selfhood. Over the past decades, disciplines like
neuroscience and evolutionary biology have increasingly recast the human self as a
malleable construct produced by physiological processes. In a parallel development,
literary authors have created their own conceptions of somatic subjectivity in
conjunction or contrast with scientific and medical discourses. Subjects of Substance
examines the forms, functions, and effects of materialist models of mind in selected
memoirs and novels. Authors discussed include Michael W. Clune, Don DeLillo, Kay
Redfield Jamison, Siri Hustvedt, Richard Powers, Elyn R. Saks, and David Foster
Wallace.
This book takes the reader beyond net effects and main and interaction effects thinking
and methods. Complexity theory includes the tenet that recipes are more important
than ingredients—any one antecedent (X) condition is insufficient for a consistent
outcome (Y) (e.g., success or failure) even though the presence of certain antecedents
may be necessary. A second tenet: modeling contrarian cases is useful because a high
or low score for any given antecedent condition (X) associates with a high Y, low Y, and
is irrelevant for high/low Y in some recipes in the same data set. Third tenet: equifinality
happens—several recipes indicate high/low outcomes.
How has American literature after postmodernism responded to the digital age?
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Drawing on insights from contemporary media theory, this is the first book to explore
the explosion of new media technologies as an animating context for contemporary
American literature. Casey Michael Henry examines the intertwining histories of new
media forms since the 1970s and literary postmodernism and its aftermath, from
William Gaddis's J R and Bret Easton Ellis's American Psycho through to David Foster
Wallace's Infinite Jest. Through these histories, the book charts the ways in which printbased postmodern writing at first resisted new mass media forms and ultimately came
to respond to them.
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