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Regional science, as an integrating discipline for many scientific analyses concerning the element of space, has a
remarkable record of achievements in both breadth and depth. The great many scientific journals in this field and the
large number of regional science books mirror the appeal of this discipline, in both the developed and the developing
world. The scientific organization in this area, the Regional Science Association International, is organizing a world
conference every four years. The 1989 Regional Science World Conference was held in an interesting setting, viz.
kibbutz Ramat Rachel on the outskirts of Jerusalem. The organization of this meeting was undertaken by the Israeli
Section of the Regional Science Association, under the supervision of Professor Rafi Bar-EI (Development Study Center,
Rehovoth). The meeting turned out to be a great success and provided an extremely interesting cross-section of new
developments in the area of regional science. It was decided afterward to publish a set of representative papers from this
meeting in one volume. The present book brings together these papers, which were duly selected after a careful
screening and refereeing process. The editors wish to thank all referees for their willingness to assist them in the task of
producing this volume. Many thanks also go to Rita Hittema for her skillful copy-editing and word processing of the
manuscript.
This book explains Italy s endless political instability and its historical, cultural and economic roots. It also illustrates why,
even after the creation of the Italian state, Italy was never really unified. Piero Gobetti described fascism once as the
"autobiography" of the Italian nation. This book explains why today it is possible to describe "berlusconism" - a cultural,
political and social phenomenon in Italy- as the most recent version of this country s autobiography.
New forms of organisation and market behaviour are emerging to replace and reshape older forms. This has produced
great uncertainty in industrial organization theory. The purpose of this volume is to review and present some of the new
approaches developed in industrial organization. The material is organised into four sections: recent approaches to
Industrial Organisation, the behaviour of individual firms and the characteristics of industrial systems as a whole, new
theories of the firm and market structure and technical progress and market structure - some special issues.
This book explores the innovative workplaces, namely coworking spaces and makerspaces, that are emerging as a
consequence of digital innovations and the related development of the knowledge economy and society in the wake of
deindustrialization. Drawing on international and multidisciplinary research projects, fresh insights are provided into
current trends, research methodologies, actors, location patterns and effects, and urban and regional policies and
planning. The aim is to cast light on all aspects of these new working and making spaces, highlighting their innovative
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geographies and the complexities of their nexus with urban and regional change processes from both the theoretical and
the empirical point of view. The book includes multiple illuminating case studies from the advanced economies of North
America and Europe, carefully selected for their relevance to the topic under analysis. This book is designed for an
international audience comprising not only academicians but also policymakers, representatives of civil and
entrepreneurial associations, and business operators.
'A Handbook of Industrial Districts is a very well-organized and structured collection of scientific works on the theory of
industrial districts.' - Roberta Capello, Regional Studies In this comprehensive original reference work, the editors have
brought together an unrivalled group of distinguished scholars and practitioners to comment on the historical and
contemporary role of industrial districts.
This book re-evaluates a rich scientific heritage of space- and history-sensitive development theories and produces an
integrated methodology for the comparative analysis of urban and regional trajectories within a globalized world. The
main argument put forward is that current mainstream analyses of urban and regional development have forgotten this
rich heritage and fail to address the connections between different dimensions of development, the role of history and the
importance of place and scale relations. The proposed methodology integrates elements from different theories – radical
economic geography, regulation approach, cultural political economy, old and new institutionalism – that all share a
strong concern with time and space dynamics. They are recombined into an interdisciplinary (meta)theoretical
framework, capable of articulating the overall problem of socio-economic development and providing methodological
anchors for comparative case-study analysis, while recognizing context specificities. The analytical methodology focuses
on key dynamics and relations, such as strategic agency and collective action, institutions and structures, culture and
discourse, as well as the tension between path-dependency and path-shaping. The methodology is then applied to eight
urban and regional cases, mostly from Western Europe, but also from the United States and China. The case studies
confirm the relevance of time- and space-sensitive analysis, not only for understanding development trajectories, but also
for policy making. They ultimately highlight that, while post-war institutions were able to address systemic contradictions
and foster a relatively inclusive development model, the neoliberal turn has led to reductionist policies that not only have
resulted in an increase in social and spatial inequalities, but have also undermined growth and democracy.
Regional economic development has experienced considerable dynamism over recent years. Perhaps the most notable
cases were the rise of China and India to emergent country status by the turn of the millennium.
This book focuses on the role of networking, cooperation and partnership in destination management in response to the
changing environment of the tourism industry. Firms and institutions are nowadays required to implement drastic
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management changes: they must adopt a systemic approach and become actively involved in formal and informal
networks in order to increase efficiency and product quality, to gain a sustainable edge and face the competitive context.
The work is dedicated to deepening the topics of the "Networking and Tourism Local System" session of the 12th ATLAS
2004 Annual Conference, "Networking & Partnership in Destination Development & Management", held in Naples. From
a theoretical point of view, the papers included herein relate to two macro reference areas: applied economics and
managerial sciences. The analysis range from national to local levels and focus on strategies, policies, and project
experiences. Several cases from different areas (Finland, France, Ireland, Italy, Malaysia, Portugal, Spain, Sweden) are
examined and provide features and issues that can be applied beyond the cultural and economic contexts.
In recent years, a growing emphasis has been placed on tourism experiences and attractions related to food. In many
cases eating out while on holiday includes the 'consumption' of a local heritage, comparable to what is experienced when
visiting historical sites and museums. Despite this increasing attention, however, systematic research on the subject has
been nearly absent. Tourism and Gastronomy addresses this by drawing together a group of international experts in
order to develop a better understanding of the role, development and future of gastronomy and culinary heritage in
tourism. Students and researchers in the areas of tourism, heritage, hospitality, hotel management and catering will find
this book an extremely valuable source of information.
Winner of the 2010 Myrdal Prize There is much debate regarding which countries’ economies have the best economic
systems to encourage economic growth and technological change. This book is a major contribution to this discussion,
connecting the fields of corporate governance and finance with the field of innovation and technology and analysing the
ways in which countries’ systems of corporate governance affect firms’ ability to meet the technological challenges of
different sectors. Tylecote and Visintin combine incisive analysis with empirical studies systems of corporate governance
in the US, Europe, East Asia and China, demonstrating how these systems vary and how the demands on those who
control and finance industry are changing. The authors argue that while certain types of system have worked for
particular sectors, the technological revolution through which we are passing demands innovation in corporate
governance and finance. Indeed, this book goes some way in challenging accepted views of best practise in corporate
governance and finance, showing how structures and rules intended to advance ‘shareholder value’ may undermine it
by inhibiting technological change. This book will be very interesting reading for students and researchers engaged with
corporate governance and national business systems, as well as those interested in systems of innovation.
"In the nineteenth century and still in the early decades of the twentieth century textbooks of economics were quite
different from those over which thousands of undergrads sweat blood today to prepare their exams. They pedagogical
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tools, rich of moralistic overtones and of practical indications addressed to policy makers. They were made to persuade
both students and the ordinary layman about the benefits of the market order. They also indicated the rules of behaviour
that were considered consistent with the smooth functioning of economic mechanisms. The book studies the origins and
evolution of economic textbooks in the nineteenth and early twentieth century, up to the turning point represented by Paul
Samuelson's Economics (1948), which became the template for all the textbooks of the postwar period. The case studies
included in the book cover a large part of Europe, the British Commonwealth, the United States and Japan. Each chapter
examines various types of textbooks, from those aimed at self-education to those addressed to university students,
secondary school students, to the short manuals aimed at the popularisation of political economy among workers and the
middle classes. An introductory chapter examines this phenomenon in a comparative and transnational perspective. This
study on the archaeology of modern textbooks reveals the massive effort made by governments and academic
authorities to construct and disseminate a system of economic representations and regulations that could be instrumental
to establish and consolidate what Michel Foucault called a new type of governmentality, based on natural market laws
and on Malthusian population mechanisms"-This book contributes fresh theoretical and empirical evidence on patterns of regional production structures,
specialization, regional disparities, convergence and divergence processes and evaluation of cohesion policies in both
current and future European Union (EU) member states in the context of increased integration. These subjects are
addressed in both individual and cross-country analyses using innovative methodologies. The book is an essential
reading for a large audience including researchers and policy makers working in the fields of economic integration,
transition economics and regional development. The thirteen contributions brought together in this book are the result of
recent research undertaken in the framework of a larger project initiated and coordinated by the Center for European
Integration Studies (ZEI) of the University of Bonn on determinants of regional specialization, growth and convergence in
the context of European integration. A number of these papers were presented to a conference on “European
integration, regional convergence, location of industrial activity and labour market adjustment” initiated by the Center for
European Integration Studies of the University of Bonn and organized jointly with the Center for European Studies of the
University “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” of Iasi, Romania. We gratefully acknowledge the financial support from the European
Commission Framework Programme and the Center for European Integration Studies of the University of Bonn.
Through an analysis of Chinese migration to Europe, this volume examines the most pressing migration and integration
issues facing many societies today, from the political and policy-based challenges of managing increasingly diverse
communities, to individual lived experiences of identity and belonging. In addition to chapters on the UK, France and
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Italy, the book spotlights one of the most extraordinary examples of Chinese migration to Europe: that provided by the
city of Prato, just 20km from Florence in Tuscany, Italy. Renowned for its historic textile industry, Prato is now home to
one of the largest populations of Chinese residents in Europe, a phenomenon that is remarkable not only for its
magnitude but also for the speed with which it has developed. This edited collection, which brings together twenty-seven
separate contributors, deepens our understanding of the case of Prato within the context of Chinese migration to the new
Europe.
. . . this collection should be viewed as a pioneering effort. . . this book would most likely serve as a useful quick
reference source for students of industrial economics. It can also serve as a valuable point of departure for those who
wish to study intellectual developments in a major field in more detail. John Howard Brown, Journal of the History of
Economic Thought This work will be indispensable for anyone who undertakes serious scholarly research in industrial
organization. With its knowledgeable authors and editors, this book offers us valuable materials, about the work of writers
long forgotten and others inadequately recognized, that can contribute much to understanding in the field. William J.
Baumol, New York University and Princeton University, US This encyclopaedic work celebrates the scores of leading
pioneers who created the modern economic field of industrial organization, at the heart of which lie competition and
monopoly, the two great forces that drive modern markets. Their pioneering work has shaped the field s growing
research as well as the past, present and future debates in Europe and America over several centuries. This landmark
book includes authoritative entries on all the major figures in both Europe and North America. Pioneers of Industrial
Organization also reveals how public policies such as antitrust and regulation and deregulation since the 1970s can
promote, or impede economic results and progress. Readers will find the intellectual pioneers, the theories and policies,
and the debates, in all their variety herein. Some pioneers have been free-market advocates, others have been more
protective of popular values, but all have strained to make the economic engine promote more wealth, progress and
fairness. This book presents the people, ideas and debates with careful neutrality, and also with clear, concise writing.
For all those interested in modern economic progress and its problems, this book provides deep insight as well as great
personal colour. It will be an essential source of reference for students, researchers and professors of economics, as well
as those concerned with the historical foundations or the conceptual and thematic developments in industrial
organization.
This is the first book to explore the causes of the decline of British manufacturing in the 20th century by focusing on the
troubled relationship between banks and small firms in a comparative historical perspective. Since the mid-1970s, the
'rediscovery' of small firms and of the important role they have played in the economies of continental Europe have
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occupied a substantial part of the literature on the sources of economic competitiveness. In Britain, the relationship
between banks and industry has been the object of intense speculation since before the First World War. Since then
banks have been accused by the business community, academics and politicians of neglecting industrial finance and by
doing so of reducing the competitiveness of British firms. By comparing the rise of small firms in France, Germany and
Italy and their decline in Britain this book analyses how the structure of these countries' banking systems has affected
small firms' growth. This analysis is placed in the historical context of the political economy of these four countries, to
show how banking and industrial structures developed over the century as a consequence of the state's need to mediate
between different social and economic groups. This approach allows the author to show why British banking came to be
so concentrated and the negative impact that this had on the supply of finance to small firms. The experiences of France,
Germany and Italy show alternative structures and policy responses towards small firms.
Industrialization supported by industrial hubs has been widely associated with structural transformation and catch-up. But
while the direct economic benefits of industrial hubs are significant, their value lies first and foremost in their contribution
as incubators of industrialization, production and technological capability, and innovation. The Oxford Handbook of
Industrial Hubs and Economic Development adopts an interdisciplinary approach to examine the conceptual
underpinnings, review empirical evidence of regions and economies, and extract pertinent lessons for policy
reasearchers and practitioners on the key drivers of success and failure for industrial hubs. This Handbook illustrates the
diverse and complex nature of industrial hubs and shows how they promote industrialization, economic structural
transformation, and technological catch-up. It explores the implications of emerging issues and trends such as
environmental protection and sustainability, technological advancement, shifts in the global economy, and urbanization.
The volume deals with the effects of digitization on spatial and especially landscape construction processes and their visualization.
A focus lies on the generation mechanisms of 'landscapes' with digital tools of cartography and geomatics, including possibilities to
model and visualize non-visual stimuli, but also spatial-temporal changes of physical space. Another focus is on how virtual
spaces have already become part of the social and individual construction of landscape. Potentials of combining modern media of
spatial visualization and (constructivist) landscape research are discussed.
The book spans a scientific research program elegantly developed by Roberto Camagni, an eminent regional scientist, who has
offered ground-breaking ideas in regional and urban economics throughout his academic career. In addition to bringing together a
selection of Professor Camagni’s most influential works, the book presents syntheses and interpretations of his ideas by
respected colleagues and by his students. In regional economics, space as territory, which plays an active role in innovation
processes and in regional growth patterns; territorial capital as a synthetic concept of differentiated regional growth assets; and
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sources of regional competitiveness are only a few of the main ideas that emerged in regional economics thanks to this inspiring
mind. In urban economics, he paved the way towards a new theoretical interpretation of the existence of the city and of its
dynamics. His theory of city networks overcame the limits of Christaller’s and Lösch’s spatial approach to the city, with a solid
economic conceptualization of spatial city network structures. All theories are accompanied by sound policy analysis, helping to
contribute to the design and implementation of appropriate spatial policies at the European level.
Pulished in 2000, a selection of contributions presented in 1998 at the conference of Udine entitled, "The Development of
Industrial Districts in Italy". The theoretical aim of the book is to explain the dynamic mechanism of the growth of Italian "industrial
districts" shifting attention from "Marshallian industrial districts", where focus is not just on the decentralization of production
among small-batch firms. Determinant factors explaining growth seem related to the ways in which firms explore the markets,
learn tacit knowledge, network with subcontractors and make incremental innovations. In substance, the work offers a cognitive
approach to the issue of industrial districts.
Italian industrial districts (IDs) recently attracted international attention because their performance during the last few decades
contradicted the alleged weakness of industrial structures based on SMEs in "traditional" sectors. The book analyses some
developments taking place in Italian IDs and local systems of production that can represent a new stage of evolution for the
backbone of the Italian economy. Based on the extensive use of original databases three main trajectories of change in IDs are
presented. The first trajectory is the increasing role of "groups" of manufacturing SMEs arising from mergers and acquisitions as
well as spin-off growth processes at the "family firms" level. The second one is the consolidation of innovation capabilities in IDs.
And the third one is the internationalisation process of Italian IDs through both trade and foreign direct investment. The essays
suggest that Italian IDs are again evolving by coherent adaptations which will have, however, uncertain outcomes.
This book explores different approaches to defining the concept of region depending on the specific question that needs to be
answered. While the typical administrative spatial data division fits certain research questions well, in many cases, defining regions
in a different way is fundamental in order to obtain significant empirical evidence. The book is divided into three parts: The first part
is dedicated to a methodological discussion of the concept of region and the different potential approaches from different
perspectives. The problem of having sufficient information to define different regional units is always present. This justifies the
second part of the book, which focuses on the techniques of ecological inference applied to estimating disaggregated data from
observable aggregates. Finally, the book closes by presenting several applications that are in line with the functional areas
definition in regional analysis.
L'economia industriale della regione Trentino-Alto Aidge: FondamentiPioneers of Industrial OrganizationHow the Economics of
Competition and Monopoly Took ShapeEdward Elgar Publishing
The aim of this volume is to examine and compare the trade policies followed by the most important trading nations of the world.
Today there are few, if any, large scale studies of comparative trade such as this one. Moreover trade policies and controversies
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are expected to become even more important in the future. The volume offers an easily accessible overview of trade policies in
each of the world's major trading countries. Thus, this handbook can be of great use to students of comparative economic systems
in general and to economists, policymakers, and the general informed public, serving as a comprehensive source of reference and
comparison. The references at the end of each chapter and the selected bibliography at the end of the volume identify the most
important sources of additional information on the trade policies of the world's most important trading countries.
The present two volumes contain the essays and part of the discussions as presented at the conference on Mainstreams in
Industrial Organiza tion, held at the University of Amsterdam, 21-23 August 1985. The thema was chosen because the field of
studies commonly designated "industrial organization" in the Anglo-Saxon countries, or "market theory" in Continental Europe, has
experienced important alterations during the past decade. Partly this reflects changing theoretical views inside the field, in which
shifts in the core concepts have occurred and different emphasis is laid on time-honoured views and results. Partly, critical views
have been voiced from outside the field. As in all open scientific debate, they have to be weighed and, if necessary, taken into
account. Partly also, diver gent developments in thinking between the Anglo-Saxon, European and Japanese areas need to be
considered, because both the problems and the ways of approaching them still differ. The variety of views, theori~s and results is
testimony to the vitality of this field of economics; variety is generated by the creative endeavours, from which the chaff is being
beaten out by critical discussions. That is especially true for the concept of competition itself, which industrial organization
economists are debating intensively.

Originally published in 1989, this book was the first comprehensive and analytical account of the Italian small firm
economy to appear in English. Dealing principally with the area of central and north-east Italy where small business
flourishes, the book relates to the concentration of such companies to the concept of ‘industrial districts’ developed by
Alfred Marshall, and provides both a theoretical and statistical basis for Italy in the latter part of the twentieth century. The
success of Italian manufacturing is explained in terms of political and social factors as well as economic and technical
ones and the working practices within the technology companies discussed.
Enterprise Clusters and Networks in Developing Countries analyses the functions and advantages of clusters and
networks for small enterprises in developing countries. In the opening chapter the editors describe different types of
clusters and networks and compare the diverse forms of external economies and co-operation effects derived from them.
Taking a multidiscplinary approach, they point out it is trust that is the social basis for positive effects of clustering and
networking, which are often sources of co-operation and technology diffusion for small enterprises in developing
countries.
In the next twenty years, the convergence of robotics, informatics, nano-bio-technologies, genetics, information
technologies, and cognitive sciences will have a significant impact on society. This convergence will lead to a revolution
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in the way that science, health, energy, resources, production, consumption and environment are conceptualised.
However, these technologies will also pose new and specific challenges in terms of sustainability, ethics, and even
expectations of the future. Indeed, today, the word “future” is often associated with pessimism and fear, much more than
it was in the past. In order to face all these technological, ethical and cultural challenges, governments, industries and
societies will need a robust cognitive framework, in order to grasp the complex dimensions of the technological
convergence in progress, and must rapidly develop effective strategies to face the situations that will, unavoidably, take
place. This book provides, through systemic and complexity theories, some of the theoretical tools necessary to tackle
the opportunities and risks of the future.
This book, first published in 1986, collects together the papers presented at the Fifth International Congress on
Accounting in 1938. Cutting edge research at the time, these analyses now form an integral part of the history of
accounting.
This book presents original research articles addressing various aspects of economics, management and optimization.
The topics discussed include economics, finance, marketing, resource allocation strategies, fuzzy logic, and networkbased techniques for the analysis of economics, management and mathematical optimization. Combining the input of
contributing professors and researchers from various Spanish, Italian and Latin American universities, the book will be of
interest to students, researchers and practitioners, as well as members of the general public interested in the world of
Economics and Management.
The beginning of the twenty first century has been characterized by the expansion of economics, politics and institutional
relations. Using international case studies, this book illustrates the local answer to the challenge of increasing
competition. The book introduces the idea of endogenous development, identifying the theoretical roots and defining its
main features. It then goes on to indicate how this concept can be used to understand economic dynamics, and to show
how the concept is relevant in economic analysis and policy implementation in times of globalization. This work will be of
essential interest to academics and policy-makers in planning and development economics.
Economics has developed into one of the most specialised social sciences. Yet at the same time, it shares its subject
matter with other social sciences and humanities and its method of analysis has developed in close correspondence with
the natural and life sciences. This book offers an up to date assessment of economics in relation to other disciplines. This
edited collection explores fields as diverse as mathematics, physics, biology, medicine, sociology, architecture, and
literature, drawing from selected contributions to the 2005 Annual Conference of the European Society for the History of
Economic Thought (ESHET). There is currently much discussion at the leading edges of modern economics about
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openness to other disciplines, such as psychology and sociology. But what we see here is that economics has drawn on
(as well as contributed to) other disciplines throughout its history. In this sense, in spite of the increasing specialisation
within all disciplines, economics has always been an open discipline and the chapters in this volume provide a vivid
illustration for this. Open Economics is a testament to the intellectual vibrancy of historical research in economics. It
presents the reader with a historical introduction to the disciplinary context of economics that is the first of its kind, and
will appeal to practising economists and students of the discipline alike, as well as to anybody interested in economics
and its position in the scientific and social scientific landscape.
For many countries tourism is an industry of great economic significance; it is seen as a main instrument for regional
development, as it stimulates new economic activities. Tourism may have a positive economic impact on the balance of
payments, on employment, on gross income and production, but it may also have negative effects, particularly on the
environment. Questions arise as to whether it is possible to keep on developing tourism in a certain area without negative
or irreversible influences on the environment. Tourism and Sustainable Economic Development provides a theoretical
framework for these problems, as well as practical illustrations on the following topics: the conditions under which
specialization in tourism is not harmful for economic growth; the trade-offs, if any, between tourism development and
economic growth; the need for government intervention and the various policy options and instruments available to policy
makers. The book comprises two parts. The first part presents general views on tourism and sustainable economic
development, and some opinions on the relationship between tourism and the environment. Some of the basic concepts
implicit in sustainability are examined in relation to regional development, urban tourism, art cities, and rural tourism. The
second part of the book concentrates on strategies and policy instruments. The purpose is to concisely define and bring
together some policies which appear to be necessary, and whose implementation is required if we are to reconcile
tourism development with the protection and conservation of the environment. Some analytical tools for policy making
with regard to tourism and the environment are developed. As will become clear, there are many gaps in our knowledge
that need to be filled if we are to be successful in controlling tourism in a way that puts this important industry onto a
sustainable development path.
Alfred Marshall was one of the most important economists ever to have lived. This excellent new book, from a Marshall
expert respected the world over, attempts to show that Marshall anticipated some of the views that are now associated
with the cognitive sciences. Examining Marshall's philosophy of the human mind, his overall approach to economics, his
concern for socio-economic issues, and the fertility of his framework, this book breathes fresh life into the fascinating
world of Marshallian economics.
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New analysis and empirical evidence on several topics such as the determinants of shape and nature of the vertical
relationships in the food system, the determinants of vertical co-ordination and competition, types and mechanisms of coordination as well as the consequences for competitiveness, consumer welfare and policy implications are provided. The
focus is on vertical issues at different stages of the food chain with a particular emphasis on the increasing role played by
retailers in shaping the vertical relationships in the food system through the development of food supply-chain
management.
Tiziano Raffaelli (Pisa 1950) was a widely esteemed scholar in the field of the history and methodology of economics,
who died suddenly in January 2016 while still in the midst of working and of developing projects for new lines of research.
He was a philosopher of science by formation and a historian of economic ideas by professional choice, with interests
covering a vast area, ranging from the 18th to the 20th century and from Europe to the US. Where he left an indelible
mark, however, was in his interpretation of Alfred Marshall’s economic theory and its reverberations through Keynes on
the one hand, and the Cambridge school of industrial economics on the other. Raffaelli’s research in this field offered a
completely new view of the core and meaning of Marshall’s work and of its relevance for 21st century social scientists. In
the process, it stimulated a new and fruitful research program in Marshallian economics. This volume consists of two
parts. The first is devoted to illustrating the above-mentioned changes in the understanding of Marshallian economics
and Raffaelli’s role in bringing them about. The second part offers a collection of essays documenting some more recent
developments in fields related to Marshall and his influence, including welfare economics and industrial organization,
Marshall’s legacy in Cambridge economics, the Chicago school, and beyond. The contributors to this volume range from
leading senior scholars in the field to exceptional young scholars, and their contributions illustrates a myriad of ways in
which the “new view” of Marshall inspired by Raffaelli’s work influences our understanding of the history of economics
from the late 19th century onward. This book will be of international interest to scholars working in the history of
economic thought, and will also appeal to philosophers of science, methodologists, intellectual historians, and those who
specialize in industrial organisation.
This book aims to explore the potential of the industrial district 'model' through the analysis of Italy, the 'land' of districts,
and in Mexico, a less developed country. Empirical research assesses the extent to which the core characteristics of the
'model' correspond to the clusters analyzed. The investigation focuses upon external economies and cooperation which
stem directly from the industrial district 'model', with particular emphasis upon the intense linkages existing within the
clusters examined.
This book provides a critical evaluation of the literature on finance, investment and innovation and proposes new
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research methods for evaluating the comparative performance of financial systems in supporting innovation. The
comparative advantage of this book is that of being directly focused on one of the main unsolved issues in monetary and
financial economics: the relative effectiveness of national financial systems in supporting innovation. It proposes various
theoretical and empirical contributions that, taken together, allow to evaluate the relative effectiveness of some of the
most important country systems such as Japan, and the UK and Italy.
Several interesting results on the economics of industrial districts are collected in this book. The first part investigates
over internal determinants of industrial district competitiveness looking at internal productivity, at patterns of innovation
and at those factors which create a favorable industrial atmosphere. The second part of the book investigates over
foreign competitiveness of industrial districts focusing on the performance of export and of other forms of
internationalisation.
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