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An accessible guide to the lives and teaching of the earliest
Christian monks, largely using their own words.
Senseless school shootings, cure-defying epidemics, threats
of environmental disaster: these are the kinds of headlines
that riddle the news every day. The challenges we face range
from the horrific to the heartbreaking. We wonder, when will it
stop? Frustration and fear won’t bring about beneficial
change. Passionate men and women are needed to step into
the gap and serve as change agents even though many
assume that there are few areas left in which to innovate.
While many advances have been made, there is still a need
for everyday people to create, innovate, and impact their
spheres of influence to advance the common good. Motivated
by curiosity, conviction, and a conquering spirit, they can
move to fill unoccupied spaces to nurture, persuade,
understand, and solve some of society’s lingering dilemmas.
Those who do the initial significant work in these areas are
the ones who bring about such needed change. They are
pioneers. The Pioneer’s Way establishes a working definition
of the pioneer, explores pioneering versus leadership, and
offers essential characteristics of the pioneer. These are
illustrated by colorful examples of pioneers both past and
present—motivating readers with inspirational, frontiering
stories, while equipping them with the journey’s essentials for
moving forward to make needed, significant change. Readers
will journey down a systematic path that will help them
navigate unfamiliar territory so they too can respond to the
pioneer’s call and answer it through effective, beneficial
action in both their lives and the lives they touch.
One of our most prized writers takes a poignant look at the
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powerful influences of religion and culture in the Western
world in these two penetrating essays. The first, The Idea of a
Christian Society, examines the undeniable link between
religion, politics, and economy, suggesting that a real
Christian society requires a direct criticism of political and
economic systems. And in Notes towards the Definition of
Culture, Eliot sets out to discover the true definition of
“culture,” a word whose misuse and ambiguity presents a
danger to the legacy of the Western world. Intellectually, Eliot
was years ahead of his time, and these essays are an
invaluable tool for analyzing and understanding the nature of
society today.
One of the most traumatic experiences of Late Antique
Christians was the Great Persecution, begun by Emperor
Diocletian and his Tetrarchic colleagues in 303 CE. Here
Aaltje Hidding unites research of traditional memory studies
with work done by cognitive scientists to examine how they
remembered the Persecution. The resulting methodological
framework, the ‘cognitive ecology’, systemically studies all
what can be covered by this term - social surroundings,
cognitive artefacts and the physical environment - and
bridges the gap between individual and collective memory.
The author analyses the remembrance of the Persecution in
three different regions along the Nile river. In Oxyrhynchus,
the thousands of papyrus fragments found at the city’s
rubbish dump give a vivid image of the martyrs in the daily
lives of the Oxyrhynchites. In Antinoopolis, known for the cult
of the physician saint Colluthus, she zooms in on the rituals
and practices at a martyr’s sanctuary. Finally, in Dandara,
the rich hagiographical dossier of the anchorite Paphnutius
shows how old memories of the Persecution became mixed
with new monastic experiences. The Bohairic and Greek
Passion of Paphnutius appear in their first complete English
translations.
Page 2/12

Download Ebook Dorotheos Of Gaza Discourses
And Sayings Cistercian Studies
Two monastic elders - the "Great Old Man" Barsanuphius,
and the "Other Old Man" John - flourished in the southern
region around Gaza in the early part of the sixth century.
Maintaining strict seclusion, they spoke to others only through
letters by way of Abba Seridos, the abbot of their monastic,
desert community.
Reaching for God is a compendium of Benedictine life and
prayer for oblates. It brings together in one volume the
essence of Benedictine spirituality-its history, its relevance
through the ages and in the present, and a summary of the
most fundamental gifts and values it offers for living a
meaningful life. Here, the meaning and purpose of the oblate
way of life is explained in a clear and encouraging way.
Werner offers guidance and examples of prayer to enrich any
spiritual life. Sister Roberta Werner, OSB, having worked as a
teacher, caregiver, and educational administrator, is now the
assistant oblate director at St. Benedict's Monastery in St.
Joseph, Minnesota. In this role, she guides an oblate
discussion group, contributes to oblate newsletter
publications, has set up an oblate library, and makes the
spiritual journey with the many oblates who connect with her
and with the monastery in their search for God.

This in-depth study on the realm of death presents a
message of hope held by the first generation of
Christians and the early church. Using Scripture, patristic
tradition, early Christian poetry, and liturgical texts,
Archbishop Hilarion explores the mysterious and
enigmatic event of Christ?s descent into Hades and its
consequences for the human race. Insisting that Christ
entered Sheol as Conqueror and not as victim, the
author depicts the Lord?s descent as an event of cosmic
significance opening the path to universal salvation. He
also reveals Hades as a place of divine presence, a
Page 3/12

Download Ebook Dorotheos Of Gaza Discourses
And Sayings Cistercian Studies
place where the spiritual fate of a person may still
change. Reminding readers that self-will remains the
only hindrance to life in Christ, he presents the gospel
message anew, even in the shadow of death.
`Give me a word, Father', visitors to early desert monks
asked. The responses of these pioneer ascetics were
remembered and in the fourth century written down in
Coptic, Syriac, Greek, and later Latin. Their Sayings
were collected, in this case in the alphabetical order of
the monks and nuns who uttered them, and read by
generations of Christians as life-giving words that would
help readers along the path to salvation.
St Basil's homilies on the subject of wealth and poverty,
although delivered in the fourth century, remain utterly
fresh and contemporary. Whether you possess great
wealth or have modest means, at the heart of Basil's
message stands the maxim: Simplify your life, so you
have something to share with others. While some
patristic texts relate to obscure and highly philosophical
questions, Basil's teachings on social issues are
immediately understood andapplicable. At a time when
vast income disparity and overuse of limited
environmental resources are becoming matters of
increasing concern, Basil's message is more relevant
now than ever before.
A consistent best seller since the first edition was
published in 1979, selling thousands of copies each
year. This is perhaps the most popular Orthodox prayer
book published in the English language, frequently
referred to as "The Jordanville Prayer Book." Contains
morning and evening prayers and much more besides.
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Traditional English is used throughout. Beautifully bound
in maroon color with a gold embossed cover.
Much like our world today, Late Antiquity (fourth-seventh
centuries CE) is often seen as a period rife with religious
violence, not least because the literary sources are full of
stories of Christians attacking temples, statues and
'pagans'. However, using insights from Religious
Studies, recent studies have demonstrated that the Late
Antique sources disguise a much more intricate reality.
The present volume builds on this recent cutting-edge
scholarship on religious violence in Late Antiquity in
order to come to more nuanced judgments about the
nature of the violence. At the same time, the focus on
Late Antiquity has taken away from the fact that the
phenomenon was no less prevalent in the earlier GraecoRoman world. This book is therefore the first to bring
together scholars with expertise ranging from classical
Athens to Late Antiquity to examine the phenomenon in
all its complexity and diversity throughout Antiquity.
Serving as a dynamic figure in the monastic school,
Dorotheos of Gaza transformed the traditional
understanding of healing in the spiritual life. Gazan
monastic teachers, Isaiah of Scetis, Barsanuphius, John,
and Dorotheos, utilized this discourse of healing to
instruct and guide their followers in the monastic life. As
a predominant part of human existence, sickness and
suffering were sought to be understood and interpreted.
For some teachers, healing was purely a metaphor for
spiritual renewal brought about through illness and pain.
For others, physical distress was instructive for renewed
endurance and trust. Driven by a new distinction,
Page 5/12

Download Ebook Dorotheos Of Gaza Discourses
And Sayings Cistercian Studies
Dorotheos pursued the concept of healing as an
extension beyond the metaphor and into the physical
reality experienced in the body. Encouraging his
followers to pursue this idea, he further developed the
importance of healing in his tradition by emphasizing the
significance of physical and spiritual well-being. The life
of healing he envisioned was a life full of virtue, carefully
navigating all disruptions of life, and strengthening the
soul and the body.
This book examines the compiled letters of
Barsanuphius and John, each a respected holy man,
analyzing both their view of charity (giving gifts,
welcoming strangers, and caring for the sick) and
investigating the relationship between social inferiors,
wealth and benefactors. Against the geographical,
socioeconomic, intellectual and religious background of
the city of Gaza during Late Antiquity, it investigates the
spiritual guidance provided by the Gazan holy men in
relation to giving gifts to the poor, entertaining strangers,
and caring for sick laymen and monks. While
Barsanuphius and John suggest an ideal guideline
regarding charity, they also offer realistic advice to their
lay and monastic disciples on the basis of their personal
circumstances. They consider not only the beneficiaries,
but also the benefactors, offering spiritual direction with a
view to their spiritual and ascetic wellbeing. This style of
spiritual direction is related to their self-understanding as
spiritual fathers, meditators and intercessors, as well as
defenders of the faith and their disciples.
Publisher Description
Daily readings from Christian spiritual masters -- from
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Basil the Great to Evelyn Underhill -- for devotional use
all year long.
Bringing together an international team of historians,
classicists, and scholars of religion, this volume provides
the first comprehensive overview of the extant Greek and
Latin letter collections of late antiquity (ca. 300–600 c.e.).
Each chapter addresses a major collection of Greek or
Latin literary letters, introducing the social and textual
histories of each collection and examining its assembly,
publication, and transmission. Contributions also reveal
how collections operated as discrete literary genres, with
their own conventions and self-presentational agendas.
This book will fundamentally change how people both
read these texts and use letters to reconstruct the social
history of the fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries.
This volume explores the long-standing tensions
between such notions as soul and body, spirit and flesh,
in the context of human immortality and bodily
resurrection. The discussion revolves around late
antique views on the resurrected human body and the
relevant philosophical, medical and theological notions
that formed the background for this topic. Soon after the
issue of the divine-human body had been problematized
by Christianity, it began to drift away from vast
metaphysical deliberations into a sphere of more
specialized bodily concepts, developed in ancient
medicine and other natural sciences. To capture the
main trends of this interdisciplinary dialogue, the
contributions in this volume range from the 2nd to the 8th
centuries CE, and discuss an array of figures and topics,
including Justin, Origen, Bar Daisan, and Gregory of
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Nyssa.
In The Four Cardinal Virtues, Joseph Pieper delivers a
stimulating quartet of essays on the four cardinal virtues.
He demonstrates the unsound overvaluation of
moderation that has made contemporary morality a
hollow convention and points out the true significance of
the Christian virtues.
"Way of the Ascetics is a rich, compact introduction for
modern readers to the Eastern Christian spiritual
tradition that has been an inspiration to millions for
centuries. These compassionate and insightful
reflections on self-control and inner peace are meant to
lead the readers to fuller union with God. The author
makes a generous selection of succinct yet profound
extracts from the spiritual Fathers and provides an
illuminating commentary and practical applications for
daily devotion. He tempers austerity with common sense,
warmth, and even humor, as he urges us on our journey
toward God. Written for lay persons living fully in the
world as much as for clergy, Way of the Ascetics is an
excellent resource for daily meditation, authentic spiritual
guidance, and a revitalized religious life."--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North
America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
The essays in Eastern Christianity and Late Antique
Philosophy provide valuable insights into the central role
of philosophical ideas in a period when paganism was in
decline and Eastern Christians were forging their
community identities.
In a collection of reflections, dialogues, history, and
travelogue, an authority in Christian mysticism examines
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the spiritual traditions, ritual, and practice of Greek
Orthodoxy and the role of Orthodox spirituality in a
complex, modern world. Reprint.
Explaining the Cosmos analyzes the writings of three
thinkers associated with Gaza: Aeneas, Zacharias and
Procopius. Together, they offer a case study for the
appropriation, adaptation, and transformation of classical
philosophy in late antiquity, and for cultural transitions
more generally in Gaza. Aeneas claimed that the
"Academy and Lyceum" had been transferred to Gaza.
This book asks what the cultural and intellectual
characteristics of the Gazan "Academies" were, and how
members of the schools mixed with local cultures of
Christians, philosophers, rhetoricians and monks from
the local monasteries. Aeneas, Zacharias and Procopius
each contributed to debates about the creation and
eternity of the world, which ran from the Neoplatonist
Proclus into the sixth-century disputes between
Philoponus, Simplicius and Cosmas Indicopleustes. The
Gazan contribution is significant in its own right,
highlighting distinctive aspects of late-antique
Christianity, and it throws the later philosophical debates
into sharper relief. Focusing on the creation debates also
allows for exploration of the local cultures that
constituted Gazan society in the late-fifth and early-sixth
centuries. Explaining the Cosmos further explores
cultural dynamics in the Gazan schools and monasteries
and the wider cultural history of the city. The Gazans
adapt and transform aspects of Classical and
Neoplatonic culture while rejecting Neoplatonic religious
claims. The study also analyses the Gazans' intellectual
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contributions in the context of Neoplatonism and early
Christianity. The Gaza which emerges from this study is
a set of cultures in transition, mutually constituting and
transforming each other through a fugal pattern of
exchange, adaptation, conflict and collaboration.
Discourses and SayingsDorotheos of GazaDiscourses
and SayingsDorotheos of GazaDiscourses and Sayings :
Translated, with an Introduction, by Eric
P.WheelerDorotheos of Gaza and the Discourse of
Healing in Gazan Monasticism
First published in 1997. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
& Francis, an informa company.
The book deals with the history of the monastic community in
the region of Gaza in Late antiquity. It examines the monastic
career and teachings of central figures such as Abba Isaiah,
Peter the Iberian, Barsanuphius and John, and Dorotheus.
The social, religious and material aspects of this community
are discussed in comparison with other contemporary
monastic centers.
The patristic doctrine of Scripture is an understudied topic.
Recent scholars, however, have shown considerable interest
in patristic exegetical strategies and methods—from rhetoric
and typology, to theory and method; far less attention,
though, has been paid to the early Christian understanding of
the nature of Scripture itself. This volume explores the
patristic vision of the Bible—the understanding of Scripture as
the word of life and salvation, the theological, liturgical, and
ascetical practice of reading—and is anchored by keynote
essays from Fr. John McGuckin, Paul Blowers, and Michael
Legaspi. The purpose is to reopen a consideration of the
doctrine of Scripture for contemporary theology, rooted in the
tradition of the Church Fathers (Greek, Latin, and Oriental),
an endeavor inspired by the theological vision of the twentieth
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century’s foremost Orthodox Christian theologian, Fr.
Georges Florovsky. Our interest is not in mere description of
historical uses of Scripture or interpretive methods, but rather
in the very nature of Scripture itself and its place within the
whole economy of creation, revelation, and salvation.
Prayer is an integral aspect of the love of God and neighbor,
which to many is the ultimate goal of a fulfilling Christian life.
However, many want to find a way to pray but are unable to
understand or justify prayer theologically. Still others believe
that God will not support them in the midst of cosmic hurt.
This book addresses these concerns.
A Silent Patriarch: Kyrillos VI (1902-1971) is the first scholarly
biography of the desert hermit who became a most unlikely
patriarch. Until now the details of his life have remained
hidden. As patriarch, Kyrillos inherited a bleeding church, one
confronted by political Islamism, an indifferent Muslim
president, and the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood. Silent in
the face of persecution, mockery, and criticism, Kyrillos stood
at the head of a nearly impossible spiritual revolution. But by
the time he reposed, everything had changed. In this lucid
biography, Daniel Fanous traces Kyrillos' life from childhood,
drawing upon hundreds of letters and sources never before
seen, detailing Kyrillos' unusual method of ecclesial reform,
which speaks enduringly to the uncertainties of the present
age. This is the story of Kyrillos VI, a most unlikely patriarch,
and a silent urban recluse.
St. Symeon (942-1022), abbot, spiritual director, theologian
and church reformer, was the great spiritual master of
Eastern Christianity. His Discourses, the central work of his
life, were preached to his monks during their Matins ritual.
Presents the first approachable introduction to the wisdom of
the Philokalia, the classic text of Eastern Christian spirituality
through which seekers and believers of all faiths who are
interested in prayer, contemplation, and living a life closer to
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God can gain great spiritual wisdom. Original.
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