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This volume is dedicated to the elusive category of the
Hitchcock Touch, the qualities and techniques which had
manifested in Alfred Hitchcock’s own films yet which cannot
be limited to the realm of Hitchcockian cinema alone. While
the first section of this collection focuses on Hitchcock’s own
films and the various people who made important artistic
contributions to them, the subsequent chapters draw wider
circles. Case studies focusing on the branding effects
associated with Hitchcockian cinema and its seductive
qualities highlight the paratextual dimension of his films and
the importance of his well-publicized persona, while the final
section addresses both Hitchcock’s formative period, as well
as other filmmakers who drew upon the Hitchcock Touch. The
collection not only serves as an introduction to the field of
Hitchcock scholarship for a wider audience, it also delivers indepth assessments of the lesser-known early period of his
career, in addition to providing new takes on canonical films
like Vertigo (1958) and Frenzy (1972).
This book posits an interconnection between the ways in
which contemporary television serials cue cognitive
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including: How
do the Author
particularities
and style in
contemporary serial television engage us cognitively,
emotionally, and aesthetically? How do they foster cognitive
and emotional effects such as feeling suspense, anticipation,
surprise, satisfaction, and disappointment? Why and how do
we value some serials while disliking others? What is it about
the particularities of serial television form and style, in
conjunction with our common cognitive, emotional, and
aesthetic capacities, that accounts for serial television’s
cognitive, socio-political, and aesthetic value, and its current
ubiquity in popular culture? This book will appeal to
postgraduates and scholars working in television studies as
well as film studies, cognitive media theory, media
psychology, and the philosophy of art.
The Handbook to the Bloomsbury Group is the most
comprehensive available survey of contemporary scholarship
on the Bloomsbury Group – the set of influential writers,
artists and thinkers whose members included Virginia Woolf,
Leonard Woolf, E.M. Forster, John Maynard Keynes,
Vanessa Bell, Clive Bell, Duncan Grant and David Garnett.
With chapters written by world leading scholars in the field,
the book explores novel avenues of thinking about these
pivotal figures and their works opened up by the new
modernist studies. It brings together overview essays with
detailed illustrative case studies, and covers topics as diverse
as feminism, sexuality, empire, philosophy, class, nature and
the arts. Setting the agenda for future study of Bloomsbury,
this is an essential resource for scholars of 20th-century
modernist culture.
A look at various science fiction, fantasy, and horror films
directed by Steven Spielberg, one of the contemporary
filmmakers.
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successes that
include E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, Schindler’s List, Saving
Private Ryan, and Lincoln, Spielberg’s name has become
synonymous with such thrilling adventure films as Jaws,
Raiders of the Lost Ark, Jurassic Park, and Minority Report.
Before he became a world-renowned filmmaker, however,
Spielberg established himself on television, helming episodes
of Rod Serling’s Night Gallery; Marcus Welby, M.D.; and
Columbo. But it was the small-screen version of a Richard
Matheson short story that brought the young director’s work
to the attention of critics and viewers alike. In Steven
Spielberg and Duel: The Making of a Film Career, Steven
Awalt provides an exhaustive study commemorating the film
that decisively launched the career of a major film artist.
Through in-depth research and interviews with the film’s
creative and technical crew, the author tracks the film from
genesis through production to release. Awalt conducted
lengthy one-on-one interviews with Spielberg, Matheson,
assistant director James Fargo, editor Frank Morriss,
composer Billy Goldenberg, former MCA/Universal president
Sidney J. Sheinberg, and writer-producer Steven Bochco,
among others. Spielberg provided access to many rare
documents from his archives, including multiple drafts of
Duel’s teleplay, the shooting schedule, shooting logistics
breakdowns, and production correspondence. The first booklength examination of this important production in the
director’s early career, Steven Spielberg and Duel also
includes the original teleplay by Matheson, four additional
scenes created for the international theatrical release of the
film, photos, and storyboards of the film’s final sequence. A
fascinating look behind the scenes of an acclaimed work, this
book will interest not only scholars and film historians but
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This comprehensive,
analysis
of all the works of
Steven Spielberg is written by some of the top scholars
working in fields ranging from philosophy and art to history
and film studies. The chapters illuminate for scholars and fans
the entire artistic career of Steven Spielberg.
How do we determine authorship in film, and what happens
when we look in-depth at the creative activity of living
filmmakers rather than approach their work through the
abstract prism of auteur theory? Mark Gallagher uses Steven
Soderbergh’s career as a lens through which to re-view
screen authorship and offer a new model that acknowledges
the fundamentally collaborative nature of authorial work and
its circulation. Working in film, television, and digital video,
Soderbergh is the most prolific and protean filmmaker in
contemporary American cinema. At the same time, his activity
typifies contemporary screen industry practice, in which
production entities, distribution platforms, and creative labor
increasingly cross-pollinate. Gallagher investigates
Soderbergh’s work on such films as The Limey, Erin
Brockovich, Ocean’s Eleven and its sequels, Solaris, The
Good German, Che, and The Informant!, as well as on the K
Street television series. Dispensing with classical auteurist
models, he positions Soderbergh and authorship in terms of
collaborative production, location filming activity, dealmaking
and distribution, textual representation, genre and adaptation
work, critical reception, and other industrial and cultural
phenomena. Gallagher also addresses Soderbergh’s role as
standard-bearer for U.S. independent cinema following
1989’s sex, lies and videotape, as well as his cinephilic
dialogues with different forms of U.S. and international
cinema from the 1920s through the 1970s. Including an
extensive new interview with the filmmaker, Another Steven
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After 45 years, Steven Spielberg's Jaws remains the
definitive summer blockbuster, a cultural
phenomenon with a fierce and dedicated fan base.
The Jaws Book: New Perspectives on the Classic
Summer Blockbuster is an exciting illustrated
collection of new critical essays that offers the first
detailed and comprehensive overview of the film's
significant place in cinema history. Bringing together
established and young scholars, the book includes
contributions from leading international writers on
popular cinema including Murray Pomerance, Peter
Krämer, Sheldon Hall, Nigel Morris and Linda Ruth
Williams, and covers such diverse topics as the film's
release, reception and canonicity; its representation
of masculinity and children; the use of landscape
and the ocean; its status as a western; sequels and
fan-edits; and its galvanizing impact on the horror
film, action movie and contemporary Hollywood
itself.
Examining post-1990s Indie cinema alongside more
mainstream films, Brereton explores the emergence
of smart independent sensibility and how films break
the classic linear narratives that have defined
Hollywood and its alternative 'art' cinema. The work
explores how bonus features on contemporary smart
films speak to new generational audiences.
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New World was published less than a century ago in
1932, many elements of the novel’s dystopic future
now seem an eerily familiar part of life in the 21st
century. These essays analyze the influence of
Brave New World as a literary and philosophical
document and describe how Huxley forecast the
problems of late capitalism. Topics include the antiutopian ideals represented by the rigid caste system
depicted, the novel’s influence on the philosophy of
“culture industry” philosophers Max Horkheimer and
Theodor Adorno, the Nietzschean birth of tragedy in
the novel’s penultimate scene, and the relationship
of the novel to other dystopian works.
Bringing together twenty-five years of work on what
he has called the "historical poetics of cinema,"
David Bordwell presents an extended analysis of a
key question for film studies: how are films made, in
particular historical contexts, in order to achieve
certain effects? For Bordwell, films are made things,
existing within historical contexts, and aim to create
determinate effects. Beginning with this central
thesis, Bordwell works out a full understanding of
how films channel and recast cultural influences for
their cinematic purposes. With more than five
hundred film stills, Poetics of Cinema is a must-have
for any student of cinema.
With his signature bullwhip and fedora, the rousing
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Indiana Jones--archeologist, adventurer, and
ophidiophobe--has become one of the most
recognizable heroes of the big screen. Since his
debut in the 1981 film Raiders of the Lost Ark,
Indiana Jones has gone on to anchor several
sequels, and a fifth film is currently in development.
At the same time, the character has spilled out into
multiple multimedia manifestations and has become
a familiar icon within the collective cultural
imagination. Despite the longevity and popularity of
the Indiana Jones franchise, however, it has rarely
been the focus of sustained criticism. In Excavating
Indiana Jones, a collection of international scholars
analyzes Indiana Jones tales from a variety of
perspectives, examining the films' representation of
history, cultural politics, and identity, and also tracing
the adaptation of the franchise into comic books,
video games, and theme park attractions.
This comprehensive study of prolific British
filmmaker Michael Winterbottom explores the
thematic, stylistic, and intellectual consistencies
running through his eclectic and controversial body
of work. This volume undertakes a close analysis of
a TV series directed by Winterbottom and sixteen of
his films ranging from television dramas to
transnational co-productions featuring Hollywood
stars, and from documentaries to costume films. The
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critical reception. Arguing that his work delineates a
'cinema of borders', this study examines
Winterbottom's treatment of sexuality, class,
ethnicity, and national and international politics, as
well as his quest to adequately narrate inequality,
injustice, and violence.
For many, Close Encounters of the Third Kind
(CE3K) is not so much a movie as a religious
experience. On its release in 1977, CE3K virtually
redefined the science fiction film, shifting it away
from spaceships, laser guns, and bug-eyed
monsters into a modified form of science fiction that
John Wyndham once called ‘logical fantasy’. What
would it be like if extra-terrestrials made contact with
people on Earth? How would it feel? Like 2001: A
Space Odyssey (1968), Steven Spielberg’s primary
inspiration, CE3K is concerned with mankind’s
evolution towards the stars, towards a state of
transcendence. But Spielberg’s vision hinges not so
much on cool scientific intellect being the key to our
next stage of evolution, as on the necessary
development of emotional intelligence. To that end,
we must regain our childlike curiosity for what lies
beyond the skies, we must recover our capacity to
experience wonder. Intensity of emotion is inherent
to the film’s meaning, and the aim of this book is to
explore this in detail. Along the way it delves into the
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(including a comparison study of the three different
release versions), and considers in detail how CE3K
fits into the Spielberg oeuvre.
Mediated Terrorism in the 21st Century offers new
interpretations of figures emerging from
representations of terrorism and counterterrorism:
the male hero, female agent, religious leader,
victim/perpetrator, and survivor. This collection of
essays by a broad array of international scholars
reflects the altered image-making processes that
have developed from George W. Bush’s “war on
terror.” Building on current literature on media and
terrorism, this volume analyzes the most recent
technological developments that have impacted the
way we experience terrorism: online videos, social
media, cartoons, media feeds, and drones. The
authors address different time periods, different
terrorist groups, and explore the way filmmakers and
television producers from the USA, Europe, South
Africa, and the Middle East are documenting modern
wars in popular culture.
This book provides an accessible overview of each
director’s contribution to cinema, incorporating a
discussion of their career, major works and impact.
This fascinating and thought-provoking read
challenges readers to consider entertainers and
entertainment in new ways, and highlights figures
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Steven Spielberg is the director or producer of over
one third of the thirty highest grossing films of all
time, yet most film scholars dismiss him as little
more than a modern P. T. Barnum--a technically
gifted and intellectually shallow showman who
substitutes spectacle for substance. To date, no
book has attempted to analyze the components of
his worldview, the issues which animate his most
significant works, the roots of his immense
acceptance, and the influence his vast spectrum of
imaginative products exerts on the public
consciousness. In Citizen Spielberg, Lester D.
Friedman fills that void with a systematic analysis of
the various genres in which the director has worked,
including science fiction (E.T.), adventure (Raiders
trilogy), race films (The Color Purple, Amistad), and
war films (Saving Private Ryan, Schindler’s List).
Friedman concludes that Spielberg’s films present a
sustained artistic vision combined with a technical
flair matched by few other filmmakers, and makes a
compelling case for Spielberg to be considered as a
major film artist.
Until the first edition of Steven Spielberg: A
Biography was published in 1997, much about
Spielberg’s personality and the forces that shaped it
had remained enigmatic, in large part because of his
tendency to obscure and mythologize his own past.
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dimensions of the filmmaker’s personality and
shows how deeply personal even his most
commercial work has been. This new edition adds
four chapters to Spielberg’s life story, chronicling his
extraordinarily active and creative period from 1997
to the present, a period in which he has balanced his
executive duties as one of the partners in the film
studio DreamWorks SKG with a remarkable string of
films as a director. Spielberg’s ambitious recent
work—including Amistad, Saving Private Ryan, A. I.
Artifucial Intelligence, Minority Report, The Terminal
and Munich—has continually expanded his range
both stylistically and in terms of adventurous, often
controversial, subject matter. Steven Spielberg: A
Biography brought about a reevaluation of the great
filmmaker’s life and work by those who viewed him
as merely a facile entertainer. This new edition
guides readers through the mature artistry of
Spielberg’s later period in which he manages,
against considerable odds, to run a successful studio
while maintaining and enlarging his high artistic
standards as one of America’s most thoughtful,
sophisticated, and popular filmmakers.
While there has been a significant outpouring of
scholarship on Steven Spielberg over the past
decade, his films are still frequently discussed as
being paternalistic, escapist, and reliant on
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often see it as essentially optimistic, reassuring, and
conservative. James Kendrick takes an alternate
view of Spielberg's cinema and proposes that his
films-even the most popular ones that seem to trade
in easy answers and comforting, reassuring notions
of cohesion and narrative resolution-are significantly
darker and more emotionally and ideologically
complex than they are routinely given credit for.
Darkness in the Bliss-Out demonstrates, through
close analysis of a wide range of Spielberg's films,
that they are only reassuring on the surface, and that
their depths embody a complex and sometimes
contradictory view of the human condition.
This provocative three-volume encyclopedia is a
valuable resource for readers seeking an
understanding of how movies have both reflected
and helped engender America's political, economic,
and social history. • Provides 450 A–Z entries that
comprehensively cover the historical significance of
subjects, people, and films of the American cinema •
Contains contributions from 150 distinguished
interdisciplinary scholars offering their analysis on
the role of movies in American history • Includes
reference materials and suggestions for further
reading with every entry
A Companion to Russian Cinema provides an
exhaustive and carefully organised guide to the
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by one of the most established and knowledgeable
scholars in Russian cinema studies. The most up-todate and thorough coverage of Russian, Soviet and
post-Soviet cinema, which also effectively fills gaps
in the existing scholarship in the field This is the first
volume on Russian cinema to explore specifically the
history of movie theatres, studios, and educational
institutions The editor is one of the most established
and knowledgeable scholars in Russian cinema
studies, and contributions come from leading experts
in the field of Russian Studies, Film Studies and
Visual Culture Chapters consider the arts of
scriptwriting, sound, production design, costumes
and cinematography Provides five portraits of key
figures in Soviet and Russia film history, whose
works have been somewhat neglected
Although the blockbuster is the most popular and
commercially successful type of filmmaking, it has
yet to be studied seriously from a formalist
standpoint. This is in opposition to classical
Hollywood cinema and International Art cinema,
whose form has been analyzed and deconstructed in
great detail. Directed By Steven Spielberg fills this
gap by examining the distinctive form of the
blockbuster. The book focuses on Spielberg's
blockbusters, because he is the most consistent and
successful director of this type of film - he defines
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attain this position? Film critics and scholars
generally agree that Spielberg's blockbusters have a
unique look and use visual storytelling techniques to
their utmost effectiveness. In this book, Warren
Buckland examines Spielberg's distinct manipulation
of film form, and his singular use of stylistic and
narrative techniques. The book demonstrates the
aesthetic options available to Spielberg, and
particularly the choices he makes in structuring his
blockbusters. Buckland emphasizes the director's
activity in making a film (particularly such a powerful
director as Spielberg), including: visualizing the
scene on paper via storyboards; staging and
blocking the scene; selecting camera placement and
movement; determining the progression or flow of
the film from shot to shot; and deciding how to
narrate the story to the spectator. Directed By
Steven Spielberg combines film studies scholarship
with the approach taken by many filmmaking
manuals. The unique value of the book lies in its
grounding of formal film analysis in filmmaking.
It was believed that September 11th would make certain
kinds of films obsolete, such as action thrillers crackling
with explosions or high-casualty blockbusters where the
hero escapes unscathed. While the production of these
films did ebb, the full impact of the attacks on
Hollywood's creative output is still taking shape. Did 9/11
Page 14/25

Read Free Directed By Steven Spielberg Poetics
Of The Contemporary Hollywood Blockbuster
Directed
By Steven
Spielberg Poetics
Of The
force filmmakers
and screenwriters
to find new
methods
Contemporary
Hollywood
Blockbuster
By
of storytelling? What kinds of movies have been made in
Buckland
Author
Apr
19 2006
response toWarren
9/11, and
are they
factual?
Is it even
possible to practice poetic license with such a
devastating, broadly felt tragedy? Stephen Prince is the
first scholar to trace the effect of 9/11 on the making of
American film. From documentaries like Fahrenheit 9/11
(2004) to zombie flicks, and from fictional narratives such
as The Kingdom (2007) to Mike Nichols's Charlie
Wilson's War (2007), Prince evaluates the extent to
which filmmakers have exploited, explained, understood,
or interpreted the attacks and the Iraq War that followed,
including incidents at Abu Ghraib. He begins with
pre-9/11 depictions of terrorism, such as Alfred
Hitchcock's Sabotage (1936), and follows with studio and
independent films that directly respond to 9/11. He
considers documentary portraits and conspiracy films, as
well as serial television shows (most notably Fox's 24)
and made-for-TV movies that re-present the attacks in a
broader, more intimate way. Ultimately Prince finds that
in these triumphs and failures an exciting new era of
American filmmaking has taken shape.
Long before Batman, Flash Gordon, or the Lone Ranger
were the stars of their own TV shows, they had
dedicated audiences watching their adventures each
week. The difference was that this action took place on
the big screen, in short adventure serials whose exciting
cliffhangers compelled the young audience to return to
the theater every seven days. Matinee Melodrama is the
first book about the adventure serial as a distinct artform,
one that uniquely encouraged audience participation and
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some of its most appealing attributes, helping to spawn
an active fan culture. Further, he suggests these serials
laid the groundwork not only for modern-day cinematic
blockbusters like Star Wars and Raiders of the Lost Ark,
but also for all kinds of interactive media that combine
spectacle, storytelling, and play. As it identifies key
elements of the serial form—from stock characters to
cliffhangers—Matinee Melodrama delves deeply into
questions about the nature of suspense, the aesthetics
of action, and the potentials of formulaic narrative. Yet it
also provides readers with a loving look at everything
from Zorro’s Fighting Legion to Daredevils of the Red
Circle, conveying exactly why these films continue to
thrill and enthrall their fans.
With its sprawling celebrity homes, the Walk of Fame,
and the iconic sign on the hill, Hollywood is truly the land
of stars. Glamorous and larger-than-life, many of the
most memorable motion pictures of all time have
emanated from its multimillion-dollar film industry, which
exports more films per capita than that of any other
nation.Directory of World Cinema: American Hollywood
lays out the cinematic history of Tinseltown - the
industry, the audiences, and, of course, the stars highlighting important thematic and cultural elements
throughout. Profiles and analyses of many of the
industry’s most talented and prolific directors give
insights into their impact on Hollywood and beyond. A
slate of blockbuster successes - and notable flops - are
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User-friendly
and concise
yetApr
containing
an astonishing
amount of information, Directory of World Cinema:
American Hollywood shows how truly indispensable the
Hollywood film industry is and provides a fascinating
account of its cultural and artistic significance as it marks
its centennial.
A Companion to Steven Spielberg provides an
authoritative collection of essays exploring the
achievements and legacy of one of the most influential
film directors of the modern era. Offers comprehensive
coverage of Spielberg’s directorial output, from early
works including Duel, The Sugarland Express, and Jaws,
to recent films Explores Spielberg’s contribution to the
development of visual effects and computer games, as
well as the critical and popular reception of his films
Topics include in-depth analyses of Spielberg’s themes,
style, and filming techniques; commercial and cultural
significance of the Spielberg ‘brand’ and his parallel
career as a producer; and collaborative projects with
artists and composers Brings together an international
team of renowned scholars and emergent voices,
balancing multiple perspectives and critical approaches
Creates a timely and illuminating resource which
acknowledges the ambiguity and complexity of
Spielberg’s work, and reflects its increasing importance
to film scholarship
Considers the history of the American blockbuster—the
large-scale, high-cost film—as it evolved from the 1890s
to today.
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It brings
in the field, and encompasses detailed and wide-ranging
case studies of films such as Hero, House of Flying
Daggers, Spring in a Small Town, 24 City, and The
Grandmaster, and filmmakers including Hou Hsiaohsien, Jia Zhangke, Chen Kaige, Fei Mu, Zhang Yimou,
Johnnie To, and Wong Kar-wai. By illuminating the form
and style of Chinese films from across cinema history,
The Poetics of Chinese Cinema testifies to the artistic
value and uniqueness of Chinese-language filmmaking.
"Most books about American film in the 1970s tell stories
about iconoclastic auteurs working in the shadow of the
Vietnam War. Stepping away from this tradition, Todd
Berliner gives us a bold and compelling study of the
strange, paradoxical narrative style of seventies films,
which seemed to flout the canonical structure of the wellmade film. Berliner sheds new light on a well-studied
period. His lively prose and the delight he takes in
explicaring the classics of that era make this book a real
pleasure to read."---Stephen Prince, Professor of
Cinema at Virginia Tech and author of Firestorm:
American Film in the Age of Terrorism "The wave of
innovative filmmaking that surged in 1970s Hollywood
has come to be cherished as dearly by many cineastes
as the earlier `golden age' of studio filmmaking.
American filmmaking of this period has been much
discussed in relation to the crisis of the film industry and
the sociopolitical currents of the time, Todd Berliner's
important study focuses on what is usually taken for
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His exacting
explores the interplay between narrative unity and
`incongruity,' as it is manifested in different ways in
acknowledged classics directed by Coppola, Friedkin,
Scorsese, and Cassavetes, as well as in many less wellknown films. Berliner also shows how these films have
had a lasting impact on Hollywood filmmaking.
Hollywood Incoherent provides the sustained and
systematic exploration of the aesthetics of the
`Hollywood Renaissance' that the films deserve and the
field of film studies needs."---Murray Smith, Professor of
Film Studies, University of Kent
Robert Altman and the Elaboration of Hollywood
Storytelling reveals an Altman barely glimpsed in
previous critical accounts of the filmmaker. This reexamination of his seminal work during the "Hollywood
Renaissance" or "New Hollywood" period of the early
1970s (including M*A*S*H, Brewster McCloud, McCabe
& Mrs. Miller, Images, The Long Goodbye, Thieves Like
Us, California Split, and Nashville) sheds new light on
both the films and the filmmaker, reframing Altman as a
complex, pragmatic innovator whose work exceeds, but
is also grounded in, the norms of classical Hollywood
storytelling rather than someone who rejected those
norms in favor of modernist art cinema. Its findings and
approach hold important implications for the study of
cinematic authorship. Largely avoiding thematic
exegesis, it employs an historical poetics approach,
robust functionalist frameworks, archival research, and
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history and profile-lax narrative form, heavy reliance on
the zoom, sound design replete with overlapping
dialogue, improvisational infidelity to the screenplay, and
a desire to subvert based in his time in the training
grounds of industrial filmmaking and filmed television.
The book provides a clear example of how a filmmaker
might work collaboratively and pragmatically within and
across media institutions to elaborate upon their
sanctioned practices and aims. We misunderstand
Altman's work, and the creative work of Hollywood
filmmakers in general, when we insist on describing
innovation as opposition to institutional norms and on
describing those norms as simply assimilating
innovation.
Sex and sexuality are topics that have defined feminism since
its inception. What has changed is that there is now a
generation of feminists and scholars who are comfortable not
only to write in their own disciplines but who incorporate
feminist ideas in their research. This book assembles a
variety of essays, most of which were written especially for
this collection, that negotiate sex and sexuality in historical
contexts as well as in contemporary times. There is a
common ground of history and (popular) culture among the
articles. While different theories of feminism operate in these
essays, feminist lenses have allowed the reevaluation of
familiar topics from early religious practices to medieval
literature to current films and advertising. The authors
represented in this collection range from established feminist
and gender scholars to those who employ feminist theoretical
frameworks in their respective disciplines.
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The films discussed span a diversity of forms, genres and
production practices, and encompass low- and mediumbudget studio and independent releases (such as American
History X, Stir of Echoes and The Believer), star and/or
auteur vehicles (such as The Siege, Fight Club and American
Beauty), and high-budget, high-concept science-fiction films
and franchises (such as Starship Troopers, Minority Report,
the Matrix and X-Men trilogies and the Star Wars prequels).
Central to the book is the detailed analysis of the films, which
is contextualized historically in relation to a period that saw
the significant rise of the far Right. The book concordantly
affords a wider insight into fascism and its various
manifestations and how such have been, and continue to be,
registered within American cinema.
Steven Spielberg is known as the most powerful man in New
Hollywood and a pioneer of the contemporary blockbuster,
America’s most successful export. His career began a new
chapter in mass culture. At the same time, American post war
liberalism was breaking down. This fascinating new book
explains the complex relationship between film and politics
through the prism of an iconic filmmaker. Spielberg’s early
films were a triumphant emergence of the Sunbelt aesthetic
that valued visceral kicks and basic emotions over the
ambiguities of history. Such blockbusters have inspired much
debate about their negative effect on politics and have been
charged as being an expression of the corporatization of life.
Here Frederick Wasser argues that the older Spielberg has
not fully gone this way, suggesting that the filmmaker recycles
the populist vision of older Hollywood because he sincerely
believes in both big time moviemaking and liberal democracy.
Nonetheless, his stories are burdened by his generation’s
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become more global, as his films engage history. This fresh
and provocative take on Spielberg in the context of
globalization, rampant market capitalism and the hardening
socio-political landscape of the United States will be
fascinating reading for students of film and for anyone
interested in contemporary America and its culture.
From mainstream blockbusters to art house cinema, narrative
and narration are the driving forces that organize a film. Yet
attempts to explain these forces are often mired in notoriously
complex terminology and dense theory. Warren Buckland
provides a clear and accessible introduction that explains how
narrative and narration work using straightforward language.
Narrative and Narration distills the basic components of
cinematic storytelling into a set of core concepts: narrative
structure, processes of narration, and narrative agents. The
book opens with a discussion of the emergence of narrative
and narration in early cinema and proceeds to illustrate key
ideas through numerous case studies. Each chapter guides
readers through different methods that they can use to
analyze cinematic storytelling. Buckland also discusses how
departures from traditional modes, such as feminist
narratives, art cinema, and unreliable narrators, can
complicate and corroborate the book’s understanding of
narrative and narration. Examples include mainstream films,
both classic and contemporary; art house films of every
stripe; and two relatively new styles of cinematic storytelling:
the puzzle film and those driven by a narrative logic derived
from video games. Narrative and Narration is a concise
introduction that provides readers with fundamental tools to
understand cinematic storytelling.
In 1963 Stanley Kubrick declared, “Dr. Strangelove came
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Unfortunately, the director passed away in 1999, before his
project could be fully realized. However, fellow visionary
Steven Spielberg took on the venture, and A.I. Artificial
Intelligence debuted in theaters two years after Kubrick’s
death. While Kubrick’s concept shares similarities with the
finished film, there are significant differences between his
screenplay and Spielberg's production. In Kubrick’s Story,
Spielberg’s Film: A.I. Artificial Intelligence, Julian Rice
examines the intellectual sources and cinematic processes
that expressed the extraordinary ideas of one great artist
through the distinctive vision of another. A.I. is decidedly a
Kubrick film in its concern for the future of the world, and it is
both a Kubrick and a Spielberg film in the alienation of its
central character. However, Spielberg’s alienated characters
evolve through friendships, while Kubrick’s protagonists are
markedly alone. Rice explores how the directors’ disparate
sensibilities aligned and where they diverged. By analyzing
Kubrick’s treatment and Spielberg’s finished film, Rice
compares the imaginations of two gifted but very different
filmmakers and draws conclusions about their unique
conceptions. Kubrick’s Story, Spielberg’s Film is a
fascinating look into the creative process of two of cinema’s
most profound auteurs and will appeal to scholars of film as
well as to fans of both directors.
Steven Spielberg is known as the most powerful man in New
Hollywood and a pioneer of the contemporary blockbuster,
America s most successful export. His career began a new
chapter in mass culture. At the same time, American post war
liberalism was breaking down. This fascinating new book
explains the complex relationship between film and politics
through the prism of an iconic filmmaker. Spielberg s early
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have inspired much
debate about their negative effect on politics and have been
charged as being an expression of the corporatization of life.
Here Frederick Wasser argues that the older Spielberg has
not fully gone this way, suggesting that the filmmaker recycles
the populist vision of older Hollywood because he sincerely
believes in both big time moviemaking and liberal democracy.
Nonetheless, his stories are burdened by his generation s
hostility to public life, and the book shows how he uses
filmmaking tricks to keep his audience with him and to smooth
over the ideological contradictions. His audiences have
become more global, as his films engage history. This fresh
and provocative take on Spielberg in the context of
globalization, rampant market capitalism and the hardening
socio–political landscape of the United States will be
fascinating reading for students of film and for anyone
interested in contemporary America and its culture.
This collection of new essays is the first to study film
depictions of the quest for the Holy Grail—the holy Christian
relic of legend supposedly used by Jesus at the Last Supper.
Scholars from a range of disciplines discuss American,
Australian and European films that offer fresh perspectives on
this enduring myth of the Arthurian world and Western
culture, including The Silver Chalice (1954), Monty Python
and the Holy Grail (1975), Excalibur (1981), The Road
Warrior (1981), Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989),
The Fisher King (1991), The Da Vinci Code (2006), The
Waterboy (1998), and Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are
Undead (2009).
What is the fate of cinema in an age of new technologies,
new aesthetic styles, new modes of cultural production and
consumption? What becomes of cinema and a century-long
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are overtaken by a
proliferation of home entertainment systems? The Orientation
of Future Cinema offers an ambitious and compelling
argument for the continued life of cinema as image, narrative
and experience. Commencing with Lumière's Arrival of a
Train at a Station, Bruce Isaacs confronts the threat of
contemporary digital technologies and processes by returning
to cinema's complex history as a technological and industrial
phenomenon. The technology of moving images has
profoundly changed; and yet cinema materialises ever more
forcefully in digital capture and augmentation, 3-D perception
and affect, High Frame Rate cinema, and the evolution of
spectacle as the dominant aesthetic mode in contemporary
studio production.
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