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Dillinger The Untold Story
Those who knew George Kelly as a child would not
have believed that he would go on to earn the
nickname "Machine Gun" for an assortment of sordid
crimes and misdeeds. Kelly grew up in a thriving
middle-class home at a time when others were
fighting to survive the Great Depression. As a
youngster, he wanted for nothing. On the other hand,
Kelly needed money and power in a way that his
staid upbringing wouldn't allow. By the time he hit
high school, Kelly was deep into a life of crime that
would make him one of the most notorious gangsters
in America and attract the attention of J. Edgar
Hoover himself. This new biography introduces you
to the real Kelly and his less-than-savory
acquaintances. With the help of his headstrong wife,
Kathryn, Kelly planned one of the biggest crimes of
the decade. Kelly lived life on the edge, and the
subsequent manhunt made him infamous. While
author Bart L. Largent details Kelly's shocking life, he
also turns his attention to the tenacious lawmen who
swore to bring Kelly in. Witness the true battle of wits
between the gangster and the unrelenting detectives
on his trail!
Indiana State Police Captain Matt Leach led the hunt
for John Dillinger during the violent early 1930s.
Pushing a media campaign aimed at smoking out
the fugitive, Leach elevated Dillinger to
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unprecedented notoriety. In return, Dillinger taunted
him with phone calls and postcards, and vowed to
kill him. Leach's use of publicity backfired, making
him a pariah among his fellow policemen, and the
FBI ordered his firing in 1937 for challenging their
authority. This is the first full-length biography of the
man.
In the tenth book in the multimillion-selling Killing
series, Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard take on their
most controversial subject yet: The Mob. Killing the
Mob is the tenth book in Bill O'Reilly's #1 New York
Times bestselling series of popular narrative
histories, with sales of nearly 18 million copies
worldwide, and over 320 weeks on the New York
Times bestseller list. O’Reilly and co-author Martin
Dugard trace the brutal history of 20th Century
organized crime in the United States, and expertly
plumb the history of this nation’s most notorious
serial robbers, conmen, murderers, and especially,
mob family bosses. Covering the period from the
1930s to the 1980s, O’Reilly and Dugard trace the
prohibition-busting bank robbers of the Depression
Era, such as John Dillinger, Bonnie & Clyde, Pretty
Boy Floyd and Baby-Face Nelson. In addition, the
authors highlight the creation of the Mafia
Commission, the power struggles within the “Five
Families,” the growth of the FBI under J. Edgar
Hoover, the mob battles to control Cuba, Las Vegas
and Hollywood, as well as the personal war between
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the U.S. Attorney General Bobby Kennedy and
legendary Teamsters boss Jimmy Hoffa. O’Reilly
and Dugard turn these legendary criminals and their
true-life escapades into a read that rivals the most
riveting crime novel. With Killing the Mob, their hit
series is primed for its greatest success yet.
Leap across time with bestselling author Harvey
Rachlin as he collects over 50 of the most
fascinating objects in the world, under one book. The
Mounted Hide of Stonewall Jackson's Battle Horse,
The Black Obelisk, The Rosetta Stone, George
Washington's False Teeth, Vice Admiral Lord
Nelson's Uniform Coat, The Elephant Man's
Skeleton, and Lincoln's Death Bed are just some of
the objects Rachlin explores with wit, pick and an
amazing sense of spectacle. Publisher's Weekly
calls Lucy's Bone's, Sacred Stones, and Einstein's
Brain "entertaining and enlightening." Library Journal
declares Rachin's work "fascinating." Parade says it
is "detailed and authoritative." It is also intensely
moving as Rachlin weaves together seemingly
disparate histories into a holistic statement that
celebrates human endeavor. This book is not simply
wonderful -- it is full of wonder.
From the moment they first cut a swathe of crime
across 1930s America, Clyde Barrow and Bonnie
Parker have been glamorised in print, on screen and
in legend. The reality of their brief and catastrophic
lives is very different -- and far more fascinating.
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Combining exhaustive research with surprising,
newly discovered material, author Jeff Guinn tells the
real story of two youngsters from a filthy Dallas slum
who fell in love and then willingly traded their lives
for a brief interlude of excitement and, more
important, fame. Thanks in great part to surviving
relatives of Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker, who
provided Guinn with access to never-beforepublished family documents and photographs, this
book reveals the truth behind the myth, told with
cinematic sweep and unprecedented insight by a
master storyteller.
This is the revised edition, March 2015. The untold
story from inside his family. Dramatic, unyielding,
and provocative, Uncle Al Capone by Deirdre Marie
Capone, Al Capone's grandniece, is a fascinating
memoir and engaging biography. This moving, highly
readable portrait of the Capone family and its mob
trade examines what it has meant to survive the
storied legacy of the family's forbearers. As Capone
traces the arc of regret and what fuels the Capone
myth, she finds redemption and a way to coexist with
her legacy. In seventeen chapters with titles like
"The Making of the Mafioso," "Trading the Chicago
Outfit for the Chicago Cubs," and "The Saint
Valentine's Day Truth," Capone outlines organized
crime in Chicago and offers vignettes of American
history during the early and mid-twentieth century.
Using years of research and exhaustive interviews
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with her aunts, uncles, and cousins, she weaves an
engaging anecdotal narrative of what it meant to be
a Capone, what it meant to lose her father to suicide,
and what it meant to have a mother who lived in
constant fear. She offers compelling evidence that Al
Capone was specifically targeted for prosecution by
law enforcement agencies assisted by the media,
which made gross exaggerations of her uncle's
exploits and fueled a phenomenon of half-truths and
utter falsehoods. From the family's roots in Angri,
Italy to the author's ongoing investigations today, this
debut offers a comprehensive and moving portrait of
an iconic American family and one woman's efforts
to make peace with the past.
AMERICAN GANGSTER: John Dillinger and Al
Capone - 2 Books in 1 Featuring... *John Dillinger*Al
Capone 2 Great Books in 1! John Dillinger During
the great depression, banks were closing with great
speed and taking customers' money with them.
Nearly half of America's banks were forced to close
during the crisis. Many citizens were without jobs or
steady incomes. It was one of the worst economic
climates in American history. The us/them mentality
was stronger than ever as common people turned
against the remaining banks, considering them to be
heartless institutions that stole money from loyal
customers while the American people suffered en
masse. Outlaws like Bonnie and Clyde, and "Pretty
Boy" Floyd became heroes in the eyes of the
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American people. These people rolled up to banks
and demanded money; a feat that many destitute
Americans dreamed they could do. The robbers
were considered Robin Hood type characters; giving
the evil, rich banks what they deserved after treating
their customers so poorly. However, these thieves
weren't stealing from the rich to give to the poor, as
Robin Hood did; they were stealing from the rich to
line their own pockets. Nevertheless, as newspapers
continued to report on the exploits of the outlaws
they became celebrities in their own right; as
recognizable and idolized as any movie star. It was
the perfect environment for the handsome,
charming, and cunning John Dillinger to round up a
gang of robbers and take the American banks by
storm. Al Capone Although he ultimately became
notorious as a crime boss engaged in bootlegging,
gambling and various other illegal activities and was
named by the Chicago Crime Commission as 'Public
Enemy Number 1', Al Capone's beginnings were
decidedly humble. Alphonse Gabriel Capone was
born on 17th January 1899 in Brooklyn, New York
City. Although many people turn to crime to escape
their poor background, this wasn't really the case
with Al Capone. His parents were respectable
people who emigrated from Italy to Austria-Hungary
(now Croatia) in 1893 and then by ship to the U.S.
Father Gabriele was employed as a barber while
mother Teresa worked for some time as a
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seamstress. When they arrived in America, they
already had two sons and Teresa was pregnant with
a third child. They lived initially in a squalid tenement
building near the Navy Yard, a generally rough and
noisy area although the family managed to remain
normal and law-abiding. Al Capone was born the
fourth of nine children, one of whom died at the age
of one. This was the beginnings of America's most
prolific gangster.
A fascinating survey of the entire history of tall tales,
folklore, and mythology in the United States from
earliest times to the present, including stories and
myths from the modern era that have become an
essential part of contemporary popular culture. •
Presents a compelling mix of some 500 entries
drawn from traditional Native American and
European American culture as well as Mexican
American, African American, Chinese American, and
other national traditions • Includes numerous
primary documents that help readers to pinpoint and
understand the origins of different myths and
legends as well as how they evolve over time •
Features a wide variety of entries drawn from newer
traditions of science fiction, urban legends, and
conspiracy theories • Supplies bibliographic
references with each entry that include websites for
further reading and research
The Rough Guide to True Crime tells the stories of criminal
acts ranging from the absurd to the appalling, using a light
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touch with the former and illuminating the psychology in play
behind the crimes. A compilation of crime's greatest hits,
preposterous occurrences and heinous acts, the Rough
Guide to True Crime will satisfy the armchair voyeur and
amateur criminologist alike.
For thirteen violent months in the 1930s, John Dillinger and
his gang swept through the Midwest. The criminals of the
Depression robbed almost at will (the Indiana State Police
had only 41 members, including clerks and typists). Dillinger's
daring escapes-single-handed at Crown Point jail or through
the withering machine gun fire of FBI agents at Little Bohemia
Lodge-and his countless bank robberies excited the
imagination of a despondent country. He eluded the lawmen
of a half-dozen states and the growing power of the FBI,
earning him the dubious honor of Public Enemy Number One
and captivating Americans to the present day. His brief but
significant career is vividly chronicled here in extraordinary
detail, as is the entire outlaw era of Baby Face Nelson,
Bonnie and Clyde, Ma Barker, and Machine Gun Kelly. The
author conducted hundreds of interviews; his research took
him through thirty-four states, into the cells where Dillinger
was confined, and into every bank he robbed. The Dillinger
Days is the inside account of a desperate and determined
war between the law and the lawless, a struggle that did not
end until a unique set of circumstances led to Dillinger's
bloody death outside a Chicago movie house.
This multivolume resource is the most extensive reference of
its kind, offering a comprehensive summary of the misdeeds,
perpetrators, and victims involved in the most memorable
crime events in American history. • Supports national
standards curriculum • Offers an extensive selection of
primary documents to encourage critical thinking and reading
practice • Includes photos and illustrations to help bring
content to life • Features sidebars with illuminating crime
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facts and interesting anecdotes
Between 1933 and 1939, the FBI pursued an aggressive,
highly publicized nationwide campaign against a succession
of Depression era "public enemies," including John Dillinger,
George "Baby Face" Nelson, Charles Arthur "Pretty Boy"
Floyd, George "Machine Gun Kelly" Barnes, Bonnie Parker
and Clyde Barrow, and the Ma Barker Gang. Bureau Director
J. Edgar Hoover's successes in this crusade made him the
hero of law and order in the public mind. This historical
analysis reveals the agency's often illegal tactics, including
torture, frame-ups, and summary executions--later expanded
throughout Hoover's 48-year reign in Washington, D.C., and
exposed only after his death (some say murder) in 1972.
Former Prussian soldier Herman “Baron” Lamm (1890–1930)
adapted his military training to a much less noble occupation
after moving to America, developing a reputation as one of
history’s most brilliant and efficient bank robbers. Lamm’s
time fell between Butch Cassidy and John Dillinger’s
notorious careers, and Lamm never received the attention of
the two famous gunslingers. This first full-length biography
promotes Lamm from his supporting role, tracing his criminal
exploits and his pioneering use of concepts like “casing” a
bank and planning escape routes. Analysis of arrest records
finds Lamm’s genius as a criminal mastermind much
overrated, and a detailed examination of the trial transcript of
fellow gang members Walter Detrich and James Clark brings
to life Lamm’s spectacular downfall.
During the bleak days of the Great Depression, news of
economic hardship often took a backseat to articles on the
exploits of an outlaw from Indiana—John Dillinger. For a
period of fourteen months during 1933 and 1934 Dillinger
became the most famous bandit in American history, and no
criminal since has matched him for his celebrity and notoriety.
Dillinger won public attention not only for his robberies, but
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his many escapes from the law. The escapes he made from
jails or “tight spots,” when it seemed law officials had him
cornered, became the stuff of legends. While the public would
never admit that they wanted the “bad guy” to win, many
could not help but root for the man who appeared to be an
underdog. Although his crime wave took place in the last
century, the name Dillinger has never left the public
imagination
This book picks up where The Desperate Ones: Canada’s
Forgotten Outlaws left off. Here are more remarkable true
stories about Canadian crimes and criminals — most of them
tales that have been buried for years. The stories begin in
colonial Newfoundland, with robbery and murder committed
by the notorious Power Gang. As readers travel across the
country and through time, they will meet the last two men to
be hanged in Prince Edward Island, smugglers who made
lake Champlain a battleground, a counterfeiter whose bills
were so good they fooled even bank managers, and teenage
girls who committed murder in their escape from jail. They will
meet the bandits who plundered banks and trains in Eastern
Canada and the West, and even the United States. Among
them were Same Behan, a robber whose harrowing testimony
about the brutal conditions in the Kingston Penitentiary may
have brought about his untimely death in "The Hole"; and
John "Red" Hamilton, the Canadian-born member of the
legendary Dillinger gang.
In Public Enemies, bestselling author Bryan Burrough strips
away the thick layer of myths put out by J. Edgar Hoover’s
FBI to tell the full story—for the first time—of the most
spectacular crime wave in American history, the two-year
battle between the young Hoover and the assortment of
criminals who became national icons: John Dillinger, Machine
Gun Kelly, Bonnie and Clyde, Baby Face Nelson, Pretty Boy
Floyd, and the Barkers. In an epic feat of storytelling and
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drawing on a remarkable amount of newly available material
on all the major figures involved, Burrough reveals a web of
interconnections within the vast American underworld and
demonstrates how Hoover’s G-men overcame their early
fumbles to secure the FBI’s rise to power.

Indiana often calls itself the Crossroads of the
Nation. It's not also perhaps the very nexus of US
weirdness. Armed with Oddball Indiana, you'll soon
discover the strange underbelly of the Hoosier State,
from brain sandwiches to square donuts. Indiana has
monuments to Michael Jackson, the comic strip
character Joe Palooka, and the World's Largest Egg.
It's where Alka-Seltzer and Wonder Bread were
invented, where A Christmas Story actually took
place, and where the good but angry citizens of
Plainfield conspired to dump President Martin Van
Buren in a mud puddle. Along with humorous
histories and offbeat observations, Oddball Indiana
provides addresses, websites, hours, fees, and
driving directions for each of its 350+ entries.
Uses eyewitness accounts and courtroom and prison
records to explore the history of the female
companions of the Depression-era bank-robbing
gang.
Analyzes Depression-era bank robbery and its most
notorious figures, discussing the factors that
influenced the period's crime rates, the formation
and early work of the FBI, and the contributions of J.
Edgar Hoover.
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DillingerThe Untold StoryIndiana University Press
Toni Morrison, winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 1993, is perhaps the most important living
American author. This work examines Morrison's life
and writing, featuring critical analyses of her work
and themes, as well as entries on related topics and
relevant people, places, and influences.
True stories of prison breaks including those of
Frank Abagnale, whose story is told in Catch Me If
You Can; Henri Charrière who claimed to have
escaped from the supposedly inescapable Devil's
Island - the true story as opposed to his questionable
memoir, Papillon; Bud Day, said to be the only US
serviceman ever to have escaped to South Vietnam;
the six prisoners who escaped from Death Row in
Mecklenburg Correctional Center; and Pascal
Payeret, the French armed robber who escaped not
once, but twice from French prisons with the help of
a helicopter.
The bone-chilling breeze off Lake Michigan carries
unnerving whispers of days gone by. Sinister
Chicago chronicles the unknown, unusual, or
otherwise unexplained events that have occurred in
Chicago’s short history. Author Kali Joy Cramer
uncovers the sinister foundations of Chicago’s
urban legends and unravels the facts around its
most notorious murder cases. She looks below the
superficial stories of Chicago’s most infamous
characters and chronicles the tragic accidents that
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left their mark on the city.
A definitive account of one of the most dominant
trends in recent historical writing, The Cultural Turn
in U.S. History takes stock of the field at the same
time as it showcases exemplars of its practice. The
first of this volume’s three distinct sections offers a
comprehensive genealogy of American cultural
history, tracing its multifaceted origins, defining
debates, and intersections with adjacent fields. The
second section comprises previously unpublished
essays by a distinguished roster of contributors who
illuminate the discipline’s rich potential by plumbing
topics that range from nineteenth-century anxieties
about greenback dollars to confidence games in
1920s Harlem, from Shirley Temple’s career to the
story of a Chicano community in San Diego that
created a public park under a local freeway.
Featuring an equally wide ranging selection of
pieces that meditate on the future of the field, the
final section explores such subjects as the different
strains of cultural history, its relationships with
arenas from mass entertainment to public policy, and
the ways it has been shaped by catastrophe. Taken
together, these essays represent a watershed
moment in the life of a discipline, harnessing its
vitality to offer a glimpse of the shape it will take in
years to come.
He was a big city boy from Indianapolis, and she was a
small-town girl from Martinsville, Indiana. It was love at
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first sight and the couple married, but then tragedy struck
and their lives were changed forever. Read for the first
time, the true story about Johnnie Dillinger, and his
ONLY wife, Beryl Ethel Hovious in her own words. The
complete untold story is now revealed. From loyal
husband to Public Enemy Number One, all the details
are finally here.
Defining Memory: Local Museums and the Construction
of History in America’s Changing Communities offers
readers multiple lenses for viewing and discussing local
institutions. New chapters are included in a section titled
“Museums Moving Forward,” which analyzes the ways
in which local museums have come to adopt digital
technologies in selecting items for exhibitions as well as
the complexities of creating institutions devoted to
marginalized histories. In addition to the new chapters,
the second edition updates existing chapters, presenting
changes to the museums discussed. It features
expanded discussions of how local museums treat (or
ignore) racial and ethnic diversity and concludes with a
look at how business relationships, political events, and
the economy affect what is shown and how it is
displayed in local museums.
Traces the history of crime in St. Paul, Minnesota, from
1920 to 1936, describing specific incidents, profiling
criminals, victims, and law enforcement officials, and
looking at places where criminal activity occurred.
During the Great Depression, writers of True Crime could
take the decade off: life was imitating art so dramatically
they had nothing to add. In these pages historian Robert
Underhill presents the most notorious criminals of
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1930-1934: Wilbur Underhill, Alvin Karpis, the Barker
Clan, Pretty Boy Floyd, Baby Face Nelson, the Barrows
(Buck, Blanche, Clyde, and Bonnie), and John Dillinger
along with supporting material on their henchmen and
the rise of the FBI. Often armed better than the police,
criminals of the 1930s committed deeds ranging from
stealing chickens to kidnappings, bank robberies, and
killing innocent victims. Yet such crimes were often taken
in stride by avid readers. Cooperation among local, state
and federal lawmen was rare as each sought to protect
his own turf. Criminals and lawmen made mistakes
battling one another, but in most cases the law
triumphed and the wanted fugitive died under a hail of
bullets. His death would start myths and raise his
reputation to national status. The author of 'Against the
Grain: Six Men Who Shaped America' and 'The Rise and
Fall of Franklin D. Roosevelt' shows us another aspect of
the Roosevelt era and portrays a series of figures who
contributed to pop culture as well helping to shape the
security forces in America. Robbing the banks and
driving fast cars, they did what many Americans
dreamed of, and gave a depressed populace some
excitement to distract from everyday worries. With the
Great Depression, some citizens came to regard bank
robbers as modern Robin Hoods seeking to avenge
depositors whose life earnings had been wiped out by a
bank's failure or malfeasance by its owners. No small
wonder that criminals were given colorful sobriquets and
fact and fiction became intertwined. Underhill shows how
such heists, and kidnappings especially, helped create
the modern FBI, overcoming the complaints of those who
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alleged that a federal force was the first step toward an
American Gestapo. The belief that federal government
had nothing to do with fighting crime was rooted in the
U.S. Constitution and its provisions for states' rights.
Local police were expected to provide security and to
apprehend criminals without Washington getting
involved. In the big cities, Prohibition era mobsters still
ruled, but in the Midwest especially, smaller bands,
"gangsters," began to make headlines. They tended to
be blue-collar criminals whose favorite targets were filling
stations, grocery stores, and small town banks. Prior to
1930, corruption was rife and cooperation among local,
state, and federal police was little to none; criminals
often got away. Only in 1935 was the FBI formally
anointed and its agents were permitted to carry guns.
Now, there was a federal agency that could supply
sheriffs all over the country with information on
suspected criminals. By 1935, the hardest times of the
Depression were beginning to ease and the thrill of
watching these cops-and-robber stories play out was
combined with a renewed interest in the lives of the rich
and famous, previously scorned for their role in ripping
off the average man. All in all, the early 1930s were a
uniquely dramatic time for crime and crimestoppers in
America.
John Dillinger is an adrenaline-fueled narrative that
reignites America's fascination with the suave and
deadly desperado who became the FBI's first Public
Enemy, whose story—until now—has been riddled with
rumors and fiction. Dillinger and his bank-robbing gang
cut a criminal swath never to be equaled, thrilling a
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nation in the throes of the Great Depression. When
caught, Dillinger staged one of the most harrowing prison
escapes imaginable—only to finally be betrayed by the
infamous "Lady in Red." John Dillinger brings to light
bank robberies never before reported; detailed plans for
major crimes that Dillinger nearly implemented; the
revelation that the Lady in Red was actually a police
plant; and the startling motives behind John Dillinger's
execution by rogue FBI agents. With access to the
thousands of sources collected in the world's foremost
Dillinger archives—including dozens of photographs—New
York Times bestselling author Matera describes every
robbery, shoot-out, and prison escape as though he had
choreographed them himself.
"Alvin Karpis was released from prison in December,
1968, on extradition parole to Canada, having served
thirty-three years of a life sentence he received for the
kidnapping of William Hamm, Jr., of the Hamm
Breweries in Minneapolis-St. Paul. Over a period of a
year, Karpis (with co-author Bill Trent), taped his vivid
memories of a remarkable life in thirties crime, of his
friendships with the pantheon of professional criminals,
and of his prolonged pursuit by J. Edgar Hoover and the
FBI."--Page [4 of cover].
In an era that witnessed the rise of celebrity outlaws like
Baby Face Nelson, Pretty Boy Floyd, and Bonnie and
Clyde, John Dillinger was the most famous and
flamboyant of them all. Reports on the man and his
misdeeds--spiced with accounts of his swashbuckling
bravado and cool daring--provided an America worn
down by the Great Depression with a salacious mix of
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sex and violence that proved irresistible. In Dillinger's
Wild Ride, Elliott J. Gorn provides a riveting account of
the year between 1933 and 1934, when the Dillinger
gang pulled over a dozen bank jobs, and stole hundreds
of thousands of dollars. A dozen men--police, FBI
agents, gangsters, and civilians--lost their lives in the
rampage, and American newspapers breathlessly
followed every shooting and jail-break. As Dillinger's wild
year unfolded, the tale grew larger and larger in
newspapers and newsreels, and even today, Dillinger is
the subject of pulp literature, serious poetry and fiction,
and films, including a new movie starring Johnny Depp.
What is the power of his story? Why has it lingered so
long? Who was John Dillinger? Gorn illuminates the
significance of Dillinger's tremendous fame and the
endurance of his legacy, arguing that he represented an
American fascination with primitive freedom against
social convention. Dillinger's story has much to tell us
about our enduring fascination with outlaws, crime and
violence, about the complexity of our transition from rural
to urban life, and about the transformation of America
during the Great Depression. Dillinger's Wild Ride is a
compulsively readable story with an unforgettable
protagonist.
Presents an account of the activities of the Dillinger gang
in 1933 and 1934 when they robbed over a dozen banks.
A comprehensive overview of the criminal career of
Dillinger recounts how he repeatedly eluded capture,
managed to evade the efforts of J. Edgar Hoover and the
FBI, and was eventually betrayed by "The Woman in
Red." Reprint. (True Crime)
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On the Lam is a detailed history of fugitives in the United
States. The authors explore how law enforcement
officials and others, including bounty hunters and bailbond workers, have tracked fugitives over the past two
centuries. They also examine how fugitives have
influenced American history and the American criminal
justice system.
Paul Maccabee's John Dillinger Slept Here is not just
one of the best books ever written about Minneapolis-St.
Paul, it is one of the best books of local history I have
ever read -- about any city anywhere on Earth. While
writing `Public Enemies' I kept it on my desk at all times.
I daresay one cannot call himself a real Minnesotan if
you haven't read it. The book is just that darned
good."--Bryan Burrough, author of Public Enemies:
America's Greatest Crime Wave and Birth of the FBI,
1933-34, the basis for Public Enemies, the movie
starring Johnny Depp This book is based on more than
100,000 pages of FBI files and wiretaps, prison and
police records, and mob confessions. Interviews with 250
crime victims, policemen, gun molls, and family members
of criminals bring these public enemies to life. Crime
historian Paul Maccabee takes you inside the bank
robberies, gangland assassinations, and police intrigue
of St. Paul's 1920s and1930s gangster era. You'll also
find Crooks' Tour maps and more than 130 rare FBI,
police, and family photographs. Praise for John Dillinger
Slept Here: "A landmark study of gangland
crime."--William J. Helmer, author of Dillinger: The
Untold Story "Maccabee is an authority on his subject
which makes John Dillinger Slept Here an enthralling
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read. " --St. Paul Pioneer Press
Describes the life and criminal career of the bank robber
and killer known as Baby Face Nelson.
By the end of 1934 Melvin Purvis was, besides President
Roosevelt, the most famous man in America. Just thirty
one years old, he presided over the neophyte FBI's
remarkable sweep of the great Public Enemies of the
American Depression - John Dillinger; Pretty Boy Floyd;
Baby Face Nelson. America finally had its hero in the
War on Crime, and the face of all the conquering G-Men
belonged to Melvin Purvis. Yet these triumphs sowed the
seeds of his eventual ruin. With each new capture, each
new headline touting Purvis as the scourge of gangsters,
one man's implacable resentment grew. J. Edgar
Hoover, Director of the FBI, was immensely jealous of
the agent who had been his friend and protege, and
vowed that Melvin Purvis would be brought down. A
vendetta began that would not end even with Purvis's
death. For more than three decades Hoover trampled
Purvis's reputation, questioned his courage and
competence, and tried to erase his name from all records
of the FBI's greatest triumphs. Alston Purvis is Melvin's
only surviving son. With the benefit of a unique family
archive of documents, new testimony from colleagues
and friends of Melvin Purvis and witnesses to the events
of 1934, he has produced a grippingly authentic new
telling of the gangster era, seen from the perspective of
the pursuers. By finally setting the record straight about
his father, he sheds new light on what some might call
Hoover's original sin - a personal vendetta that is one of
the earliest and clearest examples of Hoover's bitter,
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destructive paranoia.
"Finally a full-length biography of Indiana State Police
Captain Matt Leach has been written. In the war on
crime of the early 1930s Leach and Melvin Purvis,
Special-Agent-in-Charge of the Chicago FBI office,
became famous in the hunt for Public Enemy No. 1, John
Dillinger, and became rivals of FBI director J. Edgar
Hoover. After the death of Dillinger, Hoover and the FBI
were able to destroy them in only a few years. In 1937
Leach was fired for lack of cooperation with the
FBI."—Jeffery S. King, author of The Rise and Fall of the
Dillinger Gang, The Life and Death of Pretty Boy Floyd
and Kill-crazy Gang: The Crimes of the Lewis-Jones
Gang "While the F.B.I. took credit for bringing down John
Dillinger, the man who pursued him from the start was
Matt Leach, head of the Indiana State Police—and he
continued to track the famous bank robber after he
became a federal fugitive. A state police captain, Leach
antagonized the federal bureau, which angrily wrote him
out of their script. Leach was all but lost to posterity until
Ellen Poulsen and Lori Hyde resurrected his role as a
dynamic force in the nation's most famous manhunt of
the 20th Century. The perceptiveness and lucidity of
Ellen Poulsen's writing make this a hard book to put
down."—William J. Helmer, author, Dillinger: The Untold
Story and Baby Face Nelson, Portrait of a Public Enemy
"Thought you knew everything about notorious 1930s
bankrobber John Dillinger and the lawmen who pursued
him until his death outside the Biograph Theatre in
Chicago? Think again. Chasing Dillinger reveals for the
first time the behind-the-scenes turf wars between local
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police, state officials and J. Edgar Hoover's FBI, as they
competed for Dillinger's apprehension. Author Poulsen
uses her vivid, warts-and-all portrait of Dillinger hunter
Matt Leach to explore the battles between law
enforcement agencies that underpinned their legendary
manhunt against Public Enemy #1."—Paul Maccabee,
author, John Dillinger Slept Here Indiana State Police
Captain Matt Leach led the hunt for John Dillinger during
the violent early 1930s. Pushing a media campaign
aimed at smoking out the fugitive, Leach elevated
Dillinger to unprecedented notoriety. In return, Dillinger
taunted him with phone calls and postcards, and vowed
to kill him. Leach's use of publicity backfired, making him
a pariah among his fellow policemen, and the FBI
ordered his firing in 1937 for challenging their authority.
This is the first full-length biography of the man.
In The Vendetta, author Alston Purvis recounts the story
of his father, Melvin Purvis, the iconic G-man and public
hero made famous by his remarkable sweep of the great
Public Enemies of the American Depression—John
Dillinger; Pretty Boy Floyd, and Baby Face Nelson.
Purvis’s successes led FBI boss J. Edgar Hoover to
grow increasingly jealous, to the point where he vowed
to bring down Purvis. Hoover smeared Purvis’s
reputation, and tried to erase his name from all records
of the FBI's greatest triumphs. This book sets the record
straight, and provides a grippingly authentic new telling
of the gangster era, seen from the perspective of the
pursuers.
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