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The Beginning of Futility and Futility ending in Disaster discussed Italys joining the allies and going on the offensive against Austria-Hungary.
With Berlins assistance deep penetrations were made into Italian territory resulting in allied troops coming to Italys assistance while secret
negotiations for a separate peace with Vienna between U.S. President Wilson and Englands Prime Minister Lloyd George failed. A repeat
Habsburg offensive was halted followed by the issuance of the Manifesto which would place the empires ethnics as independent nations
under the Habsburg crown a move which led to the disintegration of the Habsburg Army and Empire.
In this groundbreaking study, Heather Jones provides the first in-depth and comparative examination of violence against First World War
prisoners. She shows how the war radicalised captivity treatment in Britain, France and Germany, dramatically undermined international law
protecting prisoners of war and led to new forms of forced prisoner labour and reprisals, which fuelled wartime propaganda that was often
based on accurate prisoner testimony. This book reveals how, during the conflict, increasing numbers of captives were not sent to home front
camps but retained in western front working units to labour directly for the British, French and German armies - in the German case, by 1918,
prisoners working for the German army endured widespread malnutrition and constant beatings. Dr Jones examines the significance of these
new, violent trends and their later legacy, arguing that the Great War marked a key turning-point in the twentieth-century evolution of the
prison camp.
National indifference is one of the most innovative notions historians have brought to the study of nationalism in recent years. The concept
questions the mass character of nationalism in East Central Europe at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth century. Ordinary people were
not in thrall to the nation; they were often indifferent, ambivalent or opportunistic when dealing with issues of nationhood. As with all ground-
breaking research, the literature on national indifference has not only revolutionized how we understand nationalism, over time, it has also
revealed a new set of challenges. This volume brings together experienced scholars with the next generation, in a collaborative effort to push
the geographic, historical, and conceptual boundaries of national indifference 2.0.
The Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) is best known for its athletic and youth programs, a heritage that draws on its origins in 1844
to provide wholesome recreation to urban youth away from the moral decay of industrialized urban living. Before long, that uplift mission
found a place in the American Civil War, and soon the Y had spread all over the world by the early twentieth century, and in every major war
thereafter as well. The YMCA at War: Collaboration and Conflict during the World Wars is the first collection of scholarship to examine the
YMCA’s efforts during the World Wars of the twentieth century, which proved to be a bastion of support to soldiers and civilians around the
world. The YMCA deployed hundreds of thousands of its much-vaunted secretaries to support suffering civilians and ease soldiers’ wartime
hardships. Joining forces with governments, other civic organizations, and individuals, the Y could be either an indispensable auxiliary or an
arms-length nuisance. In all cases, its support had a significant byproduct: for every person it befriended, the Y invariably made an enemy
with an opposing party, its patrons, its sponsor, or at times, all three. The YMCA at War offers fresh, timely research in an international and
comparative perspective from scholars around the world that evaluates this conflict and collaboration during the World Wars.
This is a major new account of the role and performance of the Italian army during the First World War. Drawing from original, archival
research, it tells the story of the army's bitter three-year struggle in the mountains of Northern Italy, including the eleven bloody battles of the
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Isonzo, the near-catastrophic defeat at Caporetto in 1917 and the successful, but still controversial defeat of the Austro-Hungarian army at
Vittorio Veneto on the eve of the Armistice. Setting military events within a broader context, the book explores pre-war Italian military culture
and the interactions between domestic politics, economics and society. In a unique study of an unjustly neglected facet of the war, John
Gooch illustrates how General Luigi Cadorna, a brutal disciplinarian, drove the army to the edge of collapse, and how his successor, general
Armando Diaz, rebuilt it and led the Italians to their greatest victory in modern times.
How did Benito Mussolini come to fascism? Standard accounts of the dictator have failed to explain satisfactorily the transition from his pre-
World War I 'socialism' to his post-war fascism. This controversial new book is the first to examine closely Mussolini's political trajectory
during the Great War as evidenced in his journalistic writings, speeches and war diary, as well as some previously unexamined archive
material. The author argues that the 1914-18 conflict provided the catalyst for Mussolini to clarify his deep-rooted nationalist tendencies. He
demonstrates that Mussolini's interventionism was already anti-socialist and anti-democratic in the early autumn of 1914 and shows how in
and through the experience of the conflict the future duce fine-tuned his authoritarian and totalitarian vision of Italy in a state of permanent
mobilization for war. Providing a radical new interpretation of one of the most important dictators of the twentieth century, Mussolini in the
First World War will appeal to anyone who wants to learn more about the roots of fascism in modern Europe.
This book presents a study of the Italian monarchy and its impact on Italy's history, from Unification in 1861 to the foundation of the Italian
republic after World War II.
The US invasion of Iraq in 2003 was done mainly, if one is to believe US policy at the time, to liberate the people of Iraq from an oppressive
dictator. However, the many protests in London, New York, and other cities imply that the policy of "making the world safe for democracy"
was not shared by millions of people in many Western countries. Thinking about this controversy inspired the present volume, which takes a
closer look at how society responded to the outbreaks and conclusions of the First and Second World Wars. In order to examine this
relationship between the conduct of wars and public opinion, leading scholars trace the moods and attitudes of the people of four Western
countries (Great Britain, France, Germany and Italy) before, during and after the crucial moments of the two major conflicts of the twentieth
century. Focusing less on politics and more on how people experienced the wars, this volume shows how the distinction between enthusiasm
for war and concern about its consequences is rarely clear-cut.
To the Threshold of Power is the first volume of a two-part work that seeks to explain the origins and dynamics of the Fascist and National
Socialist dictatorships. It lays a foundation for understanding the Nazi and Fascist regimes through parallel investigations of Italian and
German society, institutions, and national myths; the supreme test of the First World War; and the post-1918 struggles from which the Fascist
and National Socialist movements emerged. It emphasizes two principal sources of movement: the nationalist mythology of the intellectuals
and the institutional culture and agendas of the two armies, especially the Imperial German Army and its Reichswehr successor. The book's
climax is the cataclysm of 1914-18 and the rise and triumph of militarily organized radical nationalist movements - Mussolini's Fasci di
combattimento and Hitler's National Socialist German Workers' Party - dedicated to the perpetuation of the war and the overthrow of the
post-1918 world order.
A comparative study of European cultural and social history during the First World War.
This volume is the result of a long commitment of the online journal DEP: Deportate, esuli, profughe to the themes of women pacifists’
thought and activism in the 1900s. The volume is a collection of contributions centred around three main themes. The first part, “Living War:
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Women’s Experiences during the War”, brings together first-hand accounts from women’s lives as they face the horrors of war, drawn
mainly from original sources such as diaries, letters, memoirs and writings. The second, “Thinking Peace: Feminist Thought and Activism”,
explores the lives and thought of several key women activists who challenged inequalities and sought to create new opportunities for women,
contributing to the definition of a transnational culture of peace. The final section, “International Relations: Toward Future World Peace”,
examines the work of a group of women who saw the outbreak of the First World War and the emergence of an international women’s
movement for peace as an opportunity to act for their personal emancipation, and, in some cases, for a different idea of politics. The volume
fills a notable gap in international history studies, providing a selection of contributions from little-known European contexts such as Italy,
Poland, and Austria. The presence and contribution of African-American women, which has been neglected in the history of women’s
pacifism, is also explored. Particular attention is given to the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom and to the International
Congress of Women, held in The Hague in 1915.
The Italian Empire and the Great War brings an imperial and colonial perspective to the Italian experience of the First World War. Italy's
decision for war in 1915 built directly on Italian imperial ambitions from the late nineteenth century onwards, and its conquest of Libya in
1911–12. The Italian empire was conceived both as a system of overseas colonies under Italian sovereignty, and as an informal global
empire of emigrants; both were mobilized to support the war in 1915–18. The war was designed to bring about 'a greater Italy' both literally
and metaphorically. In pursuit of global status, Italy fought a global war, sending troops to the Balkans, Russia, and the Middle East, though
with limited results. Italy's newest colony, Libya, was also a theatre of the war effort, as the anti-colonial resistance there linked up with the
Ottoman Empire, Germany, and Austria to undermine Italian rule. Italian race theories underpinned this expansionism: the book examines
how Italian constructions of whiteness and racial superiority informed a colonial approach to military occupation in Europe as well as the
conduct of its campaigns in Africa. After the war, Italy's failures at the Peace Conference meant that the 'mutilated victory' was an imperial as
well as a national sentiment. Events in Paris are analysed alongside the military occupations in the Balkans and Asia Minor as well as efforts
to resolve the conflicts in Libya, to assess the rhetoric and reality of Italian imperialism.
This volume challenges the traditional view that the First World War represents a pivotal turning point in the long history of monarchy,
suggesting the picture is significantly more complex. Using a comparative approach, it explores the diverse roles played by monarchs during
the Great War, and how these met the expectations of the monarchic institution in different states at a time of such crisis. Its contributors not
only explore less familiar narratives, including the experiences of monarchs in Belgium and Italy, as well as the Austro-Hungarian, Japanese
and Ottoman Empires, but also cast fresh light on more familiar accounts. In doing so, this book moves away from the conventional view that
monarchy showed itself irrelevant in the Great War, by drawing on new approaches to diplomatic and international history - ones informed by
cultural contextualization for instance - while grounding the research behind each chapter in a wide range of contemporary sources The
chapters provide an innovative revisiting of the actual role of monarchy at this crucial period in European (indeed, global) history, and are
framed by a substantial introductory chapter where the key factors explaining the survival or collapse of dynasties, and of the individuals
occupying these thrones, are considered in a wide-ranging set of reflections that highlight the extent of common experiences as well as the
differences.
Traces the changing identity and ownership of the important city of Trieste in a turbulent period.
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The legacy of defeat in war reverberates through private and collective memory and remains a sub-text in international
relations and political discourse. This book examines the manner in which a series of military defeats have been
understood and remembered by individuals and societies in the era of modern industrialised warfare.
Reassesses British and Italian grand strategies from 1914 to 1920: including the war, the peace conference and the
Fiume crisis.
This essential book fills a serious gap in the field by synthesizing modern Italian history and placing it in a fully European
context. Emphasizing globalization, Italy traces the country's transformation from a land of emigration to one of
immigration and its growing cultural importance. Including coverage of the April 2008 elections, this updated edition offers
expanded examinations of contemporary Italy's economic, social, and cultural development, a deepened discussion on
immigration, and four new biographical sketches. Author Spencer M. Di Scala discusses the role of women, gives ample
attention to the Italian South, and provides a picture of how ordinary Italians live. Cast in a clear and lively style that will
appeal to readers, this comprehensive account is an indispensable addition to the field.
Rommel was to become the most respected of all generals in World War Two but no-one outside of a small clique in the
German Army had heard of him in 1917. His role at the Battle of Caporetto in 1917 where the Italian Army was humiliated
at a catastrophic defeat has received little attention yet it was the springboard for his future success. This makes for a
fascinating and important story. The book, by the authors of The British Army in Italy 1917–1918, is based largely on
official histories and documents, and on Rommels own account, which gives some insight into the qualities that he was
later to exhibit in France and in North Africa.
This book looks at the representations of modern war by analysing texts and examining the ways in which authors relate
to the atrocious horrors of war. Rejecting the assumption that violence is simply a denial of reason or, at best, a
pathological form of collective sadism, this book considers it ‘a cultural act’ that needs to be understood as underpinned
by a series of shared and accepted norms and values stemming from a society at a given moment of its history and
shaped by its language. Traditional vocabulary and language seem inadequate to describe soldiers’ experience of
modern warfare. The problem for writers is to depict and render intelligible a dramatically unprecedented reality through
recourse to something familiar. For some historians and literary critics, the absurdity of the First World War has shaped
our ironic and disenchanted reading of the entire twentieth century. Yet these ways of coping with the urge to
communicate inexpressible feelings and emotions in most cases are not sufficient to overcome the incoherence of the
sentiments felt and the events witnessed. The contributors attempt to address the questions and issues that are posed by
the highly ambiguous views, texts, and representations examined in this volume. This book was originally published as a
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special issue of the journal European Review of History: Revue Européenne d’Histoire.
In this major interpretation of the crisis of democracy in Italy after World War I, Douglas Forsyth uses unpublished
documents in Italy's central state archives, as well as private papers, diplomatic and bank archives in Italy, France,
Britain and the United States, to analyse monetary and financial policy in Italy from the outbreak of war until the march on
Rome. The study focuses on real and perceived conflicts and often painful choices between great power politics,
economic growth, macroeconomic stabilisation and the preservation or strengthening of democratic consensus. The key
issue explored is why governments in Italy after World War I, although headed by left-liberal reformers, were unable to
press ahead with the democratic reformism which had characterised the so-called 'Giolittian era', 1901-1914. Their failure
paved the way for parliamentary deadlock and Mussolini's seizure of power.
The First World War is a watershed in the intellectual and spiritual history of the modern world. On the one hand, it
brought an end to a sense of optimism and decency bred by the prosperity of nineteenth-century Europe. On the other, it
brought forth a sense of futility and alienation that has since pervaded European thought. That cataclysmic experience is
richly reflected in the work of writers and artists from both sides of the conflict, and this study provides a detailed analysis
of two basic themes -- death and degradation -- that mark the literature about the war. From their accounts most men
entered the war lightheartedly, filled with ideals of patriotism and glory, but these generous feelings were soon quelled as
the war settled into a stalemate, its operations reduced to simply grinding away the opposing forces. In these operations,
Alfredo Bonadeo shows, men became mere aggregations thrown against one another, wasted with no appreciable
effects or gains, save carnage itself. This cheapening and disregard for human life and being Bonadeo finds rooted not
only in the conditions of war but, significantly, in a contempt for the common man prevailing in European political and
intellectual circles. This attitude is revealed most plainly in his analysis of the Italian literature, which hitherto has received
little note. Italian leaders saw the war as an opportunity to expiate a sense of national guilt, and here the inconclusive
campaigns made their futility all the greater. Out of the torn fields of the First World War grew the seeds of a second,
greater conflict, but, Professor Bonadeo concludes, the flowering of the seeds was aided by the degradation of man's
spirit on those fields. The grim focus of this book, the dead voices it evokes, leads to a new appreciation of the meaning
of the Great War.
Diario di guerra 1914-1918Diario di un fantedallo scoppio della Grande Guerra al Grappa, 1914-1918Morale and the
Italian Army during the First World WarCambridge University Press
Italian performance in the First World War has been generally disparaged or ignored compared to that of the armies on
the Western Front, and troop morale in particular has been seen as a major weakness of the Italian army. In this first
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book-length study of Italian morale in any language, Vanda Wilcox reassesses Italian policy and performance from the
perspective both of the army as an institution and of the ordinary soldiers who found themselves fighting a brutally hard
war. Wilcox analyses and contextualises Italy's notoriously hard military discipline along with leadership, training methods
and logistics before considering the reactions of the troops and tracing the interactions between institutions and
individuals. Restoring historical agency to soldiers often considered passive and indifferent, Wilcox illustrates how and
why Italians complied, endured or resisted the army's demands through balancing their civilian and military identities.
From the Treaty of Versailles to the 2018 centenary and beyond, the history of the First World War has been continually
written and rewritten, studied and contested, producing a rich historiography shaped by the social and cultural
circumstances of its creation. Writing the Great War provides a groundbreaking survey of this vast body of work,
assembling contributions on a variety of national and regional historiographies from some of the most prominent scholars
in the field. By analyzing perceptions of the war in contexts ranging from Nazi Germany to India’s struggle for
independence, this is an illuminating collective study of the complex interplay of memory and history.
Helene was a strong-willed princess, raised in France but closely connected with the court of Queen Victoria. After the
premature end to a romance with Victoria's grandson, she married into the royal family of Italy. However, Helene began
extended adventuresome trips into Africa where she became a big-game hunter, explorer and travel writer, escaping
from an unhappy marriage and the boredom of court life. Her travels took her around the world, but her sense of royal
duty brought her back to nurse aboard a hospital ship in Libyan waters, then to an important role as head of the Italian
Red Cross nurses during the First World War while her husband headed Italy's Third Army, and her two sons served in
the artillery and the navy. Afterwards, her strong Italian nationalism made her an ally to Gabriele d'Annunzio and Benito
Mussolini, but the disastrous Second World War saw her grandchildren interned in Austria and her older son die as a
British prisoner-of-war while she continued her charitable work in Naples. When the country voted to become a republic
in 1946, Helene was the only member of the royal family allowed to remain in Italy with her second 'secret' husband.
Vanda Wilcox’s edited volume Italy in the Era of the Great War analyses the political, military, social, economic and
cultural history of war in Italy between 1911 and 1922.
Alle due del mattino del 24 ottobre 1917, i cannoni austro-tedeschi cominciarono a colpire le linee italiane. All'alba le
Sturmtruppen, protette dalla nebbia, andarono all'assalto. In poche ore, le difese vennero travolte e la sconfitta si
trasformò in tragedia nazionale. Oggi sappiamo che quel giorno i nostri soldati hanno combattuto, eccome, finché hanno
potuto. Ma perché l'esercito italiano si è rivelato così fragile, fino al punto di crollare? Da cent'anni la disfatta di Caporetto
suscita le stesse domande: fu colpa di Cadorna, di Capello, di Badoglio? I soldati italiani si batterono bene o fuggirono
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vigliaccamente? Ma il vero problema è un altro: perché dopo due anni e mezzo di guerra l'esercito italiano si rivelò
all'improvviso così fragile? L'Italia era ancora in parte un paese arretrato e contadino e i limiti dell'esercito erano quelli
della nazione. La distanza sociale tra i soldati e gli ufficiali era enorme: si preferiva affidare il comando dei reparti a
ragazzi borghesi di diciannove anni, piuttosto che promuovere i sergenti – contadini o operai – che avevano imparato il
mestiere sul campo. Era un esercito in cui nessuno voleva prendersi delle responsabilità, e in cui si aveva paura
dell'iniziativa individuale, tanto che la notte del 24 ottobre 1917, con i telefoni interrotti dal bombardamento nemico, molti
comandanti di artiglieria non osarono aprire il fuoco senza ordini. Un paese retto da una classe dirigente di parolai aveva
prodotto generali capaci di emanare circolari in cui esortavano i soldati a battersi fino alla morte, credendo di aver risolto
così tutti i problemi. In questo libro Alessandro Barbero ci offre una nuova ricostruzione della battaglia e il racconto
appassionante di un fatto storico che ancora ci interroga sul nostro essere una nazione.
How widespread belief in fortune-telling, prophecies, spirits, magic, and protective talismans gripped the battlefields and
home fronts of Europe during the First World War.
In the 1930s, the Italian Fascist regime profoundly changed the landscape of Rome's historic centre, demolishing buildings and displacing
thousands of Romans in order to display the ruins of the pre-Christian Roman Empire. This transformation is commonly interpreted as a failed
attempt to harmonize urban planning with Fascism's ideological exaltation of the Roman Empire. Roads and Ruins argues that the chaotic
Fascist cityscape, filled with traffic and crumbling ruins, was in fact a reflection of the landscape of the First World War. In the radical interwar
transformation of Roman space, Paul Baxa finds the embodiment of the Fascist exaltation of speed and destruction, with both roads and
ruins defining the cultural impulses at the heart of the movement. Drawing on a wide variety of sources, including war diaries, memoirs,
paintings, films, and government archives, Roads and Ruins is a richly textured study that offers an original perspective on a well known
story.
This is a major new contribution to the historiography of the First World War. It examines the lively battle of ideas which helped to destroy
Austria-Hungary. It also assesses, for the first time, the weapon of 'front propaganda' as used by and against the Empire on the Italian and
Eastern Fronts. Based on material in eight languages, the work challenges accepted views about Britain's primacy in the field of propaganda,
while casting fresh light on the creation of Yugoslavia and the viability of the Habsburg Empire in its last years.
In June 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated in the Bosnian capital of Sarajevo. This key event in 20th-century history
continues to fascinate the public imagination, yet few historians have examined in depth the regional context which allowed this assassination
to happen or the murder's ripples which quickly spread out across the Balkans, Austria-Hungary and Europe as a whole. In this study, Mark
Cornwall has gathered an impressive cast of contributors to explore the causes of the Sarajevo assassination and its consequences for the
Balkans in the context of the First World War. The volume assesses from a variety of regional perspectives how the 'South Slav Question'
destabilized the empire's southern provinces, provoking violent discontent in Croatia and Bosnia, and exacerbating the empire's relations with
Serbia, regarded by Austria-Hungary as a dangerous state. It then explores the ripples of the Sarajevo event, from its evolution into a
European crisis to the creation of a new independent state of Yugoslavia. Bringing together fresh perspectives by historians from Austria,
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Croatia, Slovenia and Serbia, as well as leading British historians of Austria-Hungary, this book is essential reading for anyone wanting to
understand the Sarajevo violence and how it shaped modern Balkan history.
A Companion to the First World War brings together an international team of distinguished historians who provide a series of original and
thought-provoking essays on one of the most devastating events in modern history. Comprises 38 essays by leading scholars who analyze
the current state of historical scholarship on the First World War Provides extensive coverage spanning the pre-war period, the military
conflict, social, economic, political, and cultural developments, and the war's legacy Offers original perspectives on themes as diverse as
strategy and tactics, war crimes, science and technology, and the arts Selected as a 2011 Outstanding Academic Title by CHOICE
This book tackles cultural mobilization in the First World War as a plural process of identity formation and de-formation. It explores eight
different settings in which individuals, communities and conceptual paradigms were mobilized. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, it
interrogates one of the most challenging facets of the history of the Great War, one that keeps raising key questions on the way cultures
respond to times of crisis. Mobilization during the First World War was a major process of material and imaginative engagement unfolding on
a military, economic, political and cultural level, and existing identities were dramatically challenged and questioned by the whirl of discourses
and representations involved.
The well-respected historian Manfried Rauchensteiner analyses the outbreak of World War I, Emperor Franz Joseph's role in the conflict, and
how the various nationalities of the Habsburg Monarchy reacted to the disintegration of this 640-yearold empire in 1918. After Archduke
Franz Ferdinand"s assassination in Sarajevo in 1914, war was inevitable. Emperor Franz Joseph intended it, and everyone in Vienna
expected it. How the war began and how Austria-Hungary managed to avoid capitulation only weeks later with the help of German troops
reads like a thriller. Manfried Rauchensteiner"s book is based on decades of research and is a fascinating read to the very end, even though
the final outcome, the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Dual Monarchy, is already known. Originally published in German in 2013 by Böhlau,
this standard work is now available in English.
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