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The Penguin Economist Special reports delve into the most pressing economic issues
of the day: from national and global economies, to the impact of trade, industry and
jobs. Written to be read on a long commute or in your lunch hour - be better informed in
under an hour. Raúl Castro is changing Cuba. Recognising the limits that the Soviet
style economy places upon the Cuban people, he is allowing the market greater
freedoms. A new, private sector is emerging and is expected to employ around 25% of
the labour force by 2015. What will these changes mean for foreign business and for
Cuba's position on the global stage? As there doesn't seem to be a Castro successor
and the party is pressured by the younger generation and the digital world, where will
Cuba be in ten years time? This report will reflect on the likelihood and impact of
political and economic change on the island - essential reading for anyone involved in
the region. Sections include: Revolution in retreat The deal's off - growing inequalities
Hasta la vista, baby - a disappearing population Edging towards capitalism - slow
reform Grandmother's footsteps - political change The Miami mirror - Cuba and Miami
The biological factor - what next for the Castro dynasty?
Cuba is often perceived in starkly black and white terms—either as the site of one of
Latin America’s most successful revolutions or as the bastion of the world’s last
communist regime. The Cuba Reader multiplies perspectives on the nation many times
over, presenting more than one hundred selections about Cuba’s history, culture, and
politics. Beginning with the first written account of the island, penned by Christopher
Columbus in 1492, the selections assembled here track Cuban history from the colonial
period through the ascendancy of Fidel Castro to the present. The Cuba Reader
combines songs, paintings, photographs, poems, short stories, speeches, cartoons,
government reports and proclamations, and pieces by historians, journalists, and
others. Most of these are by Cubans, and many appear for the first time in English. The
writings and speeches of José Martí, Fernando Ortiz, Fidel Castro, Alejo Carpentier,
Che Guevera, and Reinaldo Arenas appear alongside the testimonies of slaves,
prostitutes, doctors, travelers, and activists. Some selections examine health,
education, Catholicism, and santería; others celebrate Cuba’s vibrant dance, music,
film, and literary cultures. The pieces are grouped into chronological sections. Each
section and individual selection is preceded by a brief introduction by the editors. The
volume presents a number of pieces about twentieth-century Cuba, including the
events leading up to and following Castro’s January 1959 announcement of revolution.
It provides a look at Cuba in relation to the rest of the world: the effect of its revolution
on Latin America and the Caribbean, its alliance with the Soviet Union from the 1960s
until the collapse of the Soviet bloc in 1989, and its tumultuous relationship with the
United States. The Cuba Reader also describes life in the periodo especial following
the cutoff of Soviet aid and the tightening of the U.S. embargo. For students, travelers,
and all those who want to know more about the island nation just ninety miles south of
Florida, The Cuba Reader is an invaluable introduction.
The 1990s were a time of dramatic transformation for Cuba. With the collapse of its
Cold War relationship with the Soviet Union, the island nation plummeted into an era of
scarcity and uncertainty known as the Special Period, a time from which it emerged
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only slowly in the new century. On Location in Cuba views these pivotal decades
through the lens of cinema. Ann Marie Stock conducted hundreds of interviews and
conversations in Cuba to examine individual artists' lives and creative output--including
film, video, and audiovisual art. She explores the impact of the Cold War's end, the
economic crisis that ensued, and the decentralization of the state's political, economic,
and cultural apparatus. Stock focuses on what she calls Street Filmmaking--the
production of emerging audiovisual artists who work outside the state film industry--to
examine the island's transformation and changing notions of Cuban identity. Employing
entrepreneurial approaches to producing art and to negotiating the exigencies of
globalization, this younger generation of filmmakers offers fresh perspectives on what it
means to be Cuban in an increasingly complex and connected world.
Discusses the similarities and differences of teenagers in Cuba.
Four decades ago, the Cuban revolution captured the world’s attention and
imagination. Its impact around the world was as much cultural as geopolitical. Within
Cuba, the state developed a strictly defined national and collective memory that led
directly from a colonial past to a utopian future, but this narrative came to a halt in the
early 1990s. The collapse of Cuba’s sponsor, the Soviet Union, and the end of the
Cold War preceded the so- called “Special Period in Times of Peace,” a euphemistic
phrase that masked the genuine anxiety shared by leaders and people about the
nation’s future. In Cuban Palimpsests, José Quiroga explores the sites, both physical
and imaginative, where memory bears upon Cuba’s collective history in ways that
illuminate this extended moment of uncertainty. Crossing geographical, political, and
cultural borders, Quiroga moves with ease between Cuba, Miami, and New York. He
traces generational shifts within the exile community, contrasts Havana’s cultural
richness with its economic impoverishment, follows the cloak-and-dagger narratives of
revolutionary and counterrevolutionary spy fiction and film, and documents the world’s
ongoing fascination with Cuban culture. From the nostalgic photographs of Walker
Evans to the iconic stature of Fidel Castro, from the literary expressions of despair to
the beat of Cuban musical rhythms, from the haunting legacy of artist Ana Mendieta to
the death of Celia Cruz and the reburial of Che Guevara, Cuban Palimpsests
memorializes the ruins of Cuba’s past and offers a powerful meditation on its enigmatic
place within the new world order. José Quiroga is professor and department chair of
Spanish and Portuguese at Emory University. He is the author of Understanding
Octavio Paz and Tropics of Desire: Interventions from Queer Latino America.
Looks at portrayals of Havana in literature, music, and the visual arts in the post-Soviet
era, as the city is reinvented as a destination for international tourists and business
ventures.
An account of Cuban communism features interviews with Soviet officials and such
Latin American figures as Ortega, Noriega, and writer Garcia Marquez
This timely book takes the historic restoration of diplomatic ties between Cuba and the
United States in 2015 as the point of departure for a Cuban perspective on future
relations. Tracing the history of the long and contentious relationship, Francisco López
Segrera analyzes the pre-revolutionary and Cold War periods as well as more recent
changes within each nation and in the international environment that led to the
diplomatic opening and the abandonment of regime change as the goal of U.S. policy.
He considers factors such as the declining influence of hard-line Cuban exiles in the
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United States; almost universal calls from Latin America, Europe, and other U.S. allies
for constructive diplomatic engagement; and the economic restructuring underway in
Cuba following the crisis of the “Special Period” triggered by the collapse of the Soviet
Union. The author also identifies conditions favoring further progress, as well as
outstanding issues that may constitute barriers—especially the blockade, U.S. demands
for a Western-style democracy in Cuba, and its refusal to return the Guantánamo naval
base to Cuban sovereignty. Comparing the differing perceptions shaping policies on
both sides, López Segrera weighs the steps that will be necessary for the two countries
to move toward full normalization.
When the end of the Castro era arrives, the successor government and the Cuban people will
need to answer certain questions: How is Castro's more than four-decade rule likely to affect a
post-Castro Cuba? What will be the political, social, and economic challenges Cuba will
confront? What are the impediments to Cuba's economic development and democratic
transition? The authors examine Castro's political legacies, Cuba's generational and racial
divisions, its demographic predicament, the legacy of a centralized economy, and the need for
industrial restructuring.
This collection is a multidisciplinary evaluation of the impact of market reforms in Cuba’s
cultural policies and practices after the fall of the Soviet bloc. Anthropologists, musicologists,
and literary, film, media and art scholars examine revolutionary discourses, representations of
people and places, ideologies and practices of cultural production, dissemination and
consumption, and the circulation of various cultural forms in transnational networks of publicity
and exchange. These insightful contributions shed light on the changes that Cuba’s opening to
global markets of mass culture brought to the cultural field during the so-called Special Period
in Times of Peace.
"[DePalma] renders a Cuba few tourists will ever see . . . You won't forget these people soon,
and you are bound to emerge from DePalma's bighearted account with a deeper
understanding of a storied island . . . A remarkably revealing glimpse into the world of a
muzzled yet irrepressibly ebullient neighbor."--The New York Times Modern Cuba comes alive
in a vibrant portrait of a group of families's varied journeys in one community over the last
twenty years. Cubans today, most of whom have lived their entire lives under the Castro
regime, are hesitantly embracing the future. In his new book, Anthony DePalma, a veteran
reporter with years of experience in Cuba, focuses on a neighborhood across the harbor from
Old Havana to dramatize the optimism as well as the enormous challenges that Cubans face:
a moving snapshot of Cuba with all its contradictions as the new regime opens the gate to the
capitalism that Fidel railed against for so long. In Guanabacoa, longtime residents prove
enterprising in the extreme. Scrounging materials in the black market, Cary Luisa Limonta
Ewen has started her own small manufacturing business, a surprising turn for a former ranking
member of the Communist Party. Her good friend Lili, a loyal Communist, heads the
neighborhood's watchdog revolutionary committee. Artist Arturo Montoto, who had long lived
and worked in Mexico, moved back to Cuba when he saw improving conditions but complains
like any artist about recognition. In stark contrast, Jorge García lives in Miami and continues to
seek justice for the sinking of a tugboat full of refugees, a tragedy that claimed the lives of his
son, grandson, and twelve other family members, a massacre for which the government denies
any role. In The Cubans, many patriots face one new question: is their loyalty to the revolution,
or to their country? As people try to navigate their new reality, Cuba has become an
improvised country, an old machine kept running with equal measures of ingenuity and
desperation. A new kind of revolutionary spirit thrives beneath the conformity of a half century
of totalitarian rule. And over all of this looms the United States, with its unpredictable policies,
which warmed towards its neighbor under one administration but whose policies have now
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taken on a chill reminiscent of the Cold War.
With the collapse of the Soviet Union in the 1990s, during an economic crisis termed its
“special period in times of peace,” Cuba began to court the capitalist world for the first time
since its 1959 revolution. With the U.S. dollar instated as domestic currency, the island
seemed suddenly accessible to foreign consumers, and their interest in its culture boomed.
Cuban Currency is the first book to address the effects on Cuban literature of the country’s
spectacular opening to foreign markets that marked the end of the twentieth century. Based on
interviews and archival research in Havana, Esther Whitfield argues that writers have both
challenged and profited from new transnational markets for their work, with far-reaching literary
and ideological implications. Whitfield examines money and cross-cultural economic relations
as they are inscribed in Cuban fiction. Exploring the work of Zo Valds, Pedro Juan Gutirrez,
Antonio Jos Ponte and others, she draws out writers’ engagements with the troublesome
commodification of Cuban identity. Confronting the tourist and publishing industries’ roles in
the transformation of the Cuban revolution into commercial capital, Whitfield identifies a body
of fiction peculiarly attuned to the material and political challenges of the “special period.”
Esther Whitfield is assistant professor of comparative literature at Brown University.
In essays addressing topics ranging from cinema, feminism, and art to hip hop, urban slums,
and digital technology, Sujatha Fernandes explores the multitudinous ways ordinary Cubans
have sought to hustle, survive, and create expressive cultures in the aftermath of the Soviet
Union's collapse.
Cuban Studies 42 focuses on gender and equality issues in post-1959 Cuba, and their impact
on cultural and institutional change. It views subjects such as politics, labor, food and diet,
race, ethnicity, HIV/AIDS, sex education, tourism and prostitution, masculinity, and feminism,
among others.
From one of America’s leading legal minds, a riveting look at the U.S.-Cuban relationship seen
through the lens of a nearly impossible case During his distinguished career, Martin Garbus
has established himself as a well-known trial lawyer representing the likes of Daniel Ellsberg
and Leonard Peltier. But there is no story Garbus wants to tell more than that of his most
challenging case: representing five Cuban spies marooned in the U.S. prison system and his
efforts to get them out. North of Havana tells the story of a spy ring sent by Cuba in the early
1990s to infiltrate anti-Communist extremists in Miami. Erroneously charged by the U.S.
government in connection with the 1996 shootdown of two planes circulating anti-Castro
leaflets over Havana, the spies—in the absence of evidence—were convicted in 2000 of
conspiracy to commit espionage and murder. Caught up in the sweep of history, the Cuban
Five, as they became known, played a central role over the next decade in the recent thaw in
Cuban-American relations. Set in Miami and Havana, North of Havana is a mesmerizing tale of
international intrigue, espionage, and political gamesmanship that continues to play a shaping
role in American foreign policy and presidential elections. In the process, the books shows how
the justice system can be, and is, subverted for political purposes and gives readers insight
into one of the most fascinating legal cases of our times.
A long-time Cuba watcher discusses his love affair with this proud, passionate, troubled nation,
from his romanticized high school observances of Castro's revolution to his five illegal trips to
the nation between 1991 and 1997.
Cuba in the Special PeriodCulture and Ideology in the 1990sSpringer
For many Cubans, Fidel Castro's Revolution represented deliverance from a legacy of
inequality and national disappointment. For others—especially those exiled in the United
States—Cuba's turn to socialism made the prerevolutionary period look like paradise lost.
Michael J. Bustamante unsettles this familiar schism by excavating Cubans' contested
memories of the Revolution's roots and results over its first twenty years. Cubans' battles over
the past, he argues, not only defied simple political divisions; they also helped shape the
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course of Cuban history itself. As the Revolution unfolded, the struggle over historical memory
was triangulated among revolutionary leaders in Havana, expatriate organizations in Miami,
and average Cuban citizens. All Cubans leveraged the past in individual ways, but personal
memories also collided with the Cuban state's efforts to institutionalize a singular version of the
Revolution's story. Drawing on troves of archival materials, including visual media, Bustamante
tracks the process of what he calls retrospective politics across the Florida Straits. In doing so,
he drives Cuban history beyond the polarized vision seemingly set in stone today and raises
the prospect of a more inclusive national narrative.
Brings together some of Cuban's most prominent economists to examine Cuba's economic
history and analyze changes in policy during the years since the collapse of the Soviet Union.
A review of Cuban history, politics, and society includes a listing of key events and people,
directories of organizations, and an annotated bibliography.
Ever since Fidel Castro assumed power in Cuba in 1959, Americans have obsessed about the
nation ninety miles south of the Florida Keys. America's fixation on the tropical socialist
republic has only grown over the years, fueled in part by successive waves of Cuban
immigration and Castro's larger-than-life persona. Cubans are now a major ethnic group in
Florida, and the exile community is so powerful that every American president has kowtowed
to it. But what do most Americans really know about Cuba itself? In Cuba: What Everyone
Needs to Know, Julia Sweig, one of America's leading experts on Cuba and Latin America,
presents a concise and remarkably accessible portrait of the small island nation's unique place
on the world stage over the past fifty years. Yet it is authoritative as well. Following a scene-
setting introduction that describes the dynamics unleashed since summer 2006 when Fidel
Castro transferred provisional power to his brother Raul, the book looks backward toward
Cuba's history since the Spanish American War before shifting to more recent times. Focusing
equally on Cuba's role in world affairs and its own social and political transformations, Sweig
divides the book chronologically into the pre-Fidel era, the period between the 1959 revolution
and the fall of the Soviet Union, the post-Cold War era, and-finally-the looming post-Fidel era.
Informative, pithy, and lucidly written, it will serve as the best compact reference on Cuba's
internal politics, its often fraught relationship with the United States, and its shifting relationship
with the global community.
Farber provides a critical analysis of the revolution's impact and legacy on Cuba.
On May 4, 1993, Cuba asked the international health community and the World Health
Organization (WHO) to find the cause of a mysterious epidemic of blindness that was
spreading uncontrollably. Contradictory hypotheses confronted the team of scientists on this
mission. Is the epidemic the result of a plot to topple Castro, as the Cubans believe? Or
exposure to radioactivity or an unidentified nerve toxin accidentally released by the Russian
Army withdrawing from Cuba? Cuban Blindness: Diary of a Mysterious Epidemic Neuropathy is
a firsthand account of the epidemic of blindness and the hardships of life in Cuba at the time of
the "special period" that followed the collapse of the Soviet Union and the tightening of the US
embargo. Dr. Román—who was at the time Chief of Neuroepidemiology at the US National
Institutes of Health—was a participant in this scientific mission and describes the neurological
symptoms experienced by the victims of this epidemic disease, and narrates the
epidemiologists’ detective work struggling to solve the mystery. This book combines
neuroscience and scientific discovery with political intrigue, finally bringing the reader to the
unexpected solution provided by a WWII survivor of Changi POW Camp in Singapore. Cuban
Blindness: Diary of a Mysterious Epidemic Neuropathy is a description of the
neuroepidemiological study undertaken to identify the cause of the epidemic neurological
disease that affected Cuba in 1993-1994. Summarizes clinical manifestations in prototypical
case reports Analyzes possible neurological and neuroepidemiological causes from possible
viruses to toxins Discusses the health ramifications of political decisions surrounding the
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Cuban Embargo Describes the implementation of treatment and preventive measures
This collection examines Cuban cultural production during the Special Period of the 1990s,
following the collapse of the Soviet Bloc. Contributors address the cultural forms; and the
associated ethics and practices of labour, leisure, and bureaucratic organization that arose in
the transformation of the socialist cultural infrastructure.
The abrupt loss of Soviet financial support in 1989 resulted in the near-collapse of the Cuban
economy, ushering in the almost two decades of austerity measures and severe shortages of
food and basic consumer goods referred to as the Special Period. Through the innovative
framework of individual and collective memory, Daliany Jerónimo Kersh brings together
analysis of press sources and oral histories to offer a compelling portrait of how Cuban women
cleverly combined various forms of paid work to make ends meet. Disproportionately impacted
by the economic crisis given their role as primary caregivers and household managers and
unable to survive on devalued state salaries alone, women often employed informal and illegal
earning strategies. As she argues, this regression into gendered work such as cooking,
sewing, cleaning, reselling, and providing sexual services precipitated by the post-Soviet crisis
to a large extent marked a return to pre-revolutionary gendered divisions of labor.
"A collection of renowned travel writer Tom Miller's best musings on the history and culture of
Cuba"--Provided by publisher.
Beginning in the era of the Spanish conquest and taking the reader right up to the present day,
this book focuses on how the landscape of Cuba has changed and evolved into the
environment we see today. It illustrates the range of factors – economic, political and cultural –
that have determined Cuba’s physical geography, and explores the shifting conservation
measures which have been instituted in response to new methods in agriculture and land
management. The text uses historical documents, fieldwork, Geographic Information System
(GIS) data and remotely-sensed satellite imagery to detail Cuba’s extensive land-use history
as well as its potential future. The author goes further to analyze the manner, speed and
methods of landscape change, and examines the historical context and governing agendas
that have had an impact on the relationship between Cuba’s inhabitants and their island.
Gebelein also assesses the key role played by agricultural production in the framework of
international trade required to sustain Cuba’s people and its economy. The book concludes
with a review of current efforts by Cuban and other research scientists, as well as private
investors, conservation managers and university professors who are involved in shaping
Cuba’s evolving landscape and managing it during the country’s possible transition to a more
politically diverse, enfranchised and open polity.
Co-operativism and Local Development in Cuba consists of a series of pathbreaking essays on
the role of co-operativism, and the new co-operatives, in the democratic transformation of
Cuba and the government’s plan to update the model.
After the collapse of the Soviet bloc in 1989, Fidel Castro announced the beginning of aSpecial
Period for Cuba. During this time, the Cuban government has been obliged to look outward to
other economies of the developed world, specifically targeting tourism as a mechanism for
economic growth and development. This book examines the role played by international
tourism in Cuba‘s institutional and economic restructuring and the country‘s reinsertion into
the capitalist world economy. It provides the most comprehensive, in-depth analysis of the
economic, social, environmental and political realities which have emerged in Cuba as a result
of the redevelopment of urban tourism since the early 1990s. By analyzing the allocation of
tourist resources and its impacts, the generation of tourism policy, and the politics of tourism
development, it focuses on the political economy of urban tourism in Cuba and the balance of
power between domestic and foreign stakeholders involved in the Cuban tourist industry.
The extraordinary account of the Cuban people’s struggle for survival in a post-Soviet world In
the aftermath of the fall of the Soviet Union, Cuba faced the start of a crisis that decimated its
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economy. Helen Yaffe examines the astonishing developments that took place during and
beyond this period. Drawing on archival research and interviews with Cuban leaders, thinkers,
and activists, this book tells for the first time the remarkable story of how Cuba survived while
the rest of the Soviet bloc crumbled. Yaffe shows how Cuba has been gradually introducing
select market reforms. While the government claims that these are necessary to sustain its
socialist system, many others believe they herald a return to capitalism. Examining key
domestic initiatives including the creation of one of the world’s leading biotechnological
industries, its energy revolution, and medical internationalism alongside recent economic
reforms, Yaffe shows why the revolution will continue post-Castro. This is a fresh, compelling
account of Cuba’s socialist revolution and the challenges it faces today.
The sudden collapse of the Soviet bloc in the early 1990s devastated the Cuban economy and
forced the Cuban government to push their economic adjustment programs aggressively
during time of crisis called the "the special period in time of peace." This investigation
considers some of the major changes in Cuban society and foreign policy. The economic
readjustment produced the decline of the sugar industry, the revival of self-employment and
reinvestment in tourism. The economic crisis also provoked major events such as the Balsero
Crisis and Elián González epic that changed the immigration policy of Cuba and the United
States. In addition, Cuba's foreign relations with Venezuela assured the Revolution's survival.
In all, the special period was a defining moment in Cuba's history that threatened and saved
the Cuban Revolution.
"Describes and analyzes the economic, national security, political, and social systems and
institutions of Cuba."--Amazon.com viewed Jan. 4, 2021.
In The Cuban Hustle, Sujatha Fernandes explores the multitudinous ways artists, activists, and
ordinary Cubans have hustled to survive and express themselves in the aftermath of the Soviet
Union’s collapse. Whether circulating information on flash drives as a substitute for the
internet or building homemade antennas to listen to Miami’s hip hop radio stations, Cubans
improvise alternative strategies and workarounds to contend with ongoing isolation.
Throughout these essays, Fernandes examines the emergence of dynamic youth cultures and
social movements as Cuba grappled with economic collapse, new digital technologies, the
normalization of diplomatic ties with the United States during the Obama administration, and
the regression of US-Cuban relations in the Trump era. From reflections on feminism, new
Cuban cinema, and public art to urban slums, the Afro-Cuban movement, and rumba and hip
hop, Fernandes reveals Cuba to be a world of vibrant cultures grounded in an ethos of
invention and everyday hustle.
Cuba faced an economic meltdown of catastrophic proportions in the early 1990s when covert
subsidies from the former Soviet Union disappeared. Policies instituted by the island republic's
government to handle the worst problems have had inconsistent results. Opening the economy
to foreign enterprise has resulted in positive growth in tourism and nickel and cigar exports.
However, remnants of the older economy, including the sugar and biotechnological industries,
have only experienced a decrease in capital and importance. Basic educational and health
services have been maintained surprisingly well, but the standard of living is still far below the
highs of the 1980s. With contributions from many leading Cuba scholars, The Cuban Economy
offers not only an analysis of the economy since 1990, but also a look towards future
prospects.
The ‘Special Period’ in Cuba was an extended era of economic depression starting in the
early 1990s, characterized by the collapse of revolutionary values and social norms, and a way
of life conducted by improvised solutions for survival, including hustling and sex-work. During
this time there developed a thriving, though constantly harassed and destabilized, clandestine
gay scene (known as the ‘ambiente’). In the course of eight visits between 1995 and 2007,
the last dozen years of Fidel Castro’s reign, Moshe Morad became absorbed in Havana’s gay
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scene, where he created a wide social network, attended numerous secret gatherings-from
clandestine parties to religious rituals-and observed patterns of behavior and communication.
He discovered the role of music in this scene as a marker of identity, a source of queer
codifications and identifications, a medium of interaction, an outlet for emotion and a way to
escape from a reality of scarcity, oppression and despair. Morad identified and conducted his
research in different types of ‘musical space,’ from illegal clandestine parties held in changing
locations, to ballet halls, drag-show bars, private living-rooms and kitchens and santería
religious ceremonies. In this important study, the first on the subject, he argues that music
plays a central role in providing the physical, emotional, and conceptual spaces which
constitute this scene and in the formation of a new hybrid ‘gay identity’ in Special-Period
Cuba.
It was as if we’d reached the minimum critical point of a mathematical curve. Imagine a
parabola. Zero point down, at the bottom of an abyss. That’s how low we sank. The year is
1993. Cuba is at the height of the Special Period, a widespread economic crisis following the
collapse of the Soviet bloc.For Julia, a mathematics lecturer who hates teaching, this is Year
Zero: the lowest possible point. But a way out appears: the search for a missing document that
will prove the telephone was invented in Havana, secure her reputation, and give Cuba a
purpose once more. What begins as an investigation into scientific history becomes a tangle of
sex, friendship, family legacies, and the intricacies of how people find ways to survive in a
country at its lowest ebb.
A collection of essays that explore a wide range of topics related to Cuban politics, economics,
foreign policy, social transformation, and culture in the post-Soviet era.
From landing in Havana, hoofing it all the way down to Trinidad and back in a rented Mexican
built Nissan (with special insurance on the tyres in case they get stolen by raft builders), the
author vividly describes his hellish time in the Caribbean's biggest island nation during Fidel
Castro's 'Special Period'. Compared to Bill Bryson, this is a travel tale of three weeks in the
Sunshine Socialist State where extortion, confrontation, dolphins, kidnapping, appalling food
and a chance meeting with 'The Leader' became a story worth telling. And all the author really
wanted at the time was a nice quiet, boring beach holiday. ""Surely this holiday is just off to a
bad start. It couldn't get worse, could it? No really, could it?"" 2nd EDITION, REVISED
FEBRUARY 2008 - MORE PAGES, MORE FUN!
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