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The Essential vocabulary of Media Studies Keywords for Media Studies introduces and aims to
advance the field of critical media studies by tracing, defining, and problematizing its
established and emergent terminology. The book historicizes thinking about media and society,
whether that means noting a long history of “new media,” or tracing how understandings of
media “power” vary across time periods and knowledge formations. Bringing together an
impressive group of established scholars from television studies, film studies, sound studies,
games studies, and more, each of the 65 essays in the volume focuses on a critical concept,
from “fan” to “industry,” and “celebrity” to “surveillance.” Keywords for Media Studies is an
essential tool that introduces key terms, research traditions, debates, and their histories, and
offers a sense of the new frontiers and questions emerging in the field of media studies.
Media Studies 2.0 offers an exploration of the digital revolution and its consequences for media
and communication studies, arguing that the new era requires an upgraded discipline: a media
studies 2.0. The book traces the history of mass-media and computing, exploring their merger
at the end of the twenty-century and the material, ecological, cultural and personal elements of
this digital transformation. It considers the history of media and communication studies,
arguing that the academic discipline was a product of the analogue, broadcast-era, emerging
in the early twentieth century as a response to the success of newspapers, radio and cinema
and reflecting that era back in its organisation, themes and concepts. Digitalisation, however,
takes us beyond this analogue era (media studies 1.0) into a new, post-broadcast era. Merrin
argues that the digital-era demands an upgraded academic discipline: one reflecting the real
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media life of its students and teaching the key skills needed by the twenty-first century user.
Media 2.0 demand a media studies 2.0 This original and critical overview of contemporary
developments within media studies is ideal for general students of media and communication,
as well as those specifically studying new and digital media.
With contributions from 30 leading media scholars, this collection provides a comprehensive
overview of the main methodologies of critical media studies. Chapters address various
methods of textual analysis, as well as reception studies, policy, production studies, and
contextual, multi-method approaches, like intertextuality and cultural geography. Film and
television are at the heart of the collection, which also addresses emergent technologies and
new research tools in such areas as software studies, gaming, and digital humanities. Each
chapter includes an intellectual history of a particular method or approach, a discussion of why
and how it was used to study a particular medium or media, relevant examples of influential
work in the area, and an in-depth review of a case study drawn from the author's own
research. Together, the chapters in this collection give media critics a complete toolbox of
essential critical media studies methodologies.
From playful and hilarious accounts of life with cats to heartwarming tales of cat courage,
healing and learning, each touching story in Chicken Soup for the Cat Lover's Soul celebrates
the special bond we share with our cats.
Since its publication in 1990, Critical Terms for Literary Study has become a landmark
introduction to the work of literary theory—giving tens of thousands of students an unparalleled
encounter with what it means to do theory and criticism. Significantly expanded, this new
edition features six new chapters that confront, in different ways, the growing understanding of
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literary works as cultural practices. These six new chapters are "Popular Culture," "Diversity,"
"Imperialism/Nationalism," "Desire," "Ethics," and "Class," by John Fiske, Louis Menand,
Seamus Deane, Judith Butler, Geoffrey Galt Harpham, and Daniel T. O'Hara, respectively.
Each new essay adopts the approach that has won this book such widespread acclaim: each
provides a concise history of a literary term, critically explores the issues and questions the
term raises, and then puts theory into practice by showing the reading strategies the term
permits. Exploring the concepts that shape the way we read, the essays combine to provide an
extraordinary introduction to the work of literature and literary study, as the nation's most
distinguished scholars put the tools of critical practice vividly to use.
For far too long, the Western world viewed Africa as unmappable terrain—a repository for
outsiders’ wildest imaginings. This problematic notion has had lingering effects not only on
popular impressions of the region but also on the development of the academic study of Africa.
Critical Terms for the Study of Africa considers the legacies that have shaped our
understanding of the continent and its place within the conceptual grammar of contemporary
world affairs. Written by a distinguished group of scholars, the essays compiled in this volume
take stock of African studies today and look toward a future beyond its fraught intellectual and
political past. Each essay discusses one of our most critical terms for talking about Africa,
exploring the trajectory of its development while pushing its boundaries. Editors Gaurav Desai
and Adeline Masquelier balance the choice of twenty-five terms between the expected and the
unexpected, calling for nothing short of a new mapping of the scholarly field. The result is an
essential reference that will challenge assumptions, stimulate lively debate, and make the past,
present, and future of African Studies accessible to students and teachers alike.
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Animal Studies is a rapidly growing interdisciplinary field devoted to examining, understanding,
and critically evaluating the complex relationships between humans and other animals.
Scholarship in Animal Studies draws on a variety of methodologies to explore these multifaceted relationships in order to help us understand the ways in which other animals figure in
our lives and we in theirs. Bringing together the work of a group of internationally distinguished
scholars, the contribution in Critical Terms for Animal Studies offers distinct voices and diverse
perspectives, exploring significant concepts and asking important questions. How do we take
non-human animals seriously, not simply as metaphors for human endeavors, but as subjects
themselves? What do we mean by anthropocentrism, captivity, empathy, sanctuary, and
vulnerability, and what work do these and other critical terms do in Animal Studies? Sure to
become an indispensable reference for the field, Critical Terms for Animal Studies not only
provides a framework for thinking about animals as subjects of their own experiences, but also
serves as a touchstone to help us think differently about our conceptions of what it means to
be human, and the impact human activities have on the more than human world.
Foundations. Introduction -- Constructing categories of difference -- Minorities, meaning, and
mass media -- Articulations of difference -- The articulation of difference. Country music and
redneck woman -- The construction of Arabs as enemies -- Perpetuation of the hot Latina
stereotype in Desperate housewives -- Commodified racism : brand images of Native
Americans -- The pornographic gaze in mainstream American magazine and fashion
advertising -- Women, lipstick, and self-presentation -- Sun also rises : Stereotypes of the
Asian/American woman on Lost -- Coon songs : the Black male stereotype in popular
American sheet music (1850-1920) -- Homosexuality and horror : the lesbian vampire film -Page 4/20
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Television news coverage of "Day without an immigrant.

Social media platforms such as Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter are enormously
popular: they are continuously ranked among the most frequently accessed
websites worldwide. However there are as yet few studies which combine critical
theoretical and empirical research in the context of digital and social media. The
aim of this book is to study the constraints and emancipatory potentials of new
media and to assess to what extent digital and social media can contribute to
strengthen the idea of the communication and network commons, and a
commons-based information society. Based on a critical theory and political
economy approach, this book explores: the foundational concepts of a critical
theory of media, technology, and society users’ knowledge, attitudes, and
practices towards the antagonistic character and the potentials and risks of social
media whether technological and/or social changes are required in order to bring
about real social media and human liberation. Critical Theory and Social Media
examines both academic discourse on, and users’ responses to, new media,
making it a valuable tool for international scholars and students of sociology,
media and communication studies, social theory, new media, and information
society studies. Its clear and interesting insights into corporate practices of the
global new media sector will mean that it appeals to critical social media users
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around the world.
This volume provides the essential vocabulary currently employed in discourses
on the future in 50 contributions by renowned scholars in their respective fields,
which examine future imaginaries across cultures and time. Not situated in the
field of “futurology” proper, it comes at future studies ‘sideways’ and offers a
multidisciplinary treatment of a critical futures’ vocabulary. The contributors have
their disciplinary homes in a wide range of subjects – history, cultural studies,
literary studies, sociology, media studies, American studies, Japanese studies,
Chinese studies, and philosophy – and critically illuminate numerous discourses
about the future (or futures), past and present. In compiling such a critical
vocabulary, this book seeks to foster conversations about futures in study
programs and research forums and offers a toolbox for discussing them with an
adequate degree of complexity.
Even as media in myriad forms increasingly saturate our lives, we nonetheless
tend to describe our relationship to it in terms from the twentieth century: we are
consumers of media, choosing to engage with it. In Feed-Forward, Mark B. N.
Hansen shows just how outmoded that way of thinking is: media is no longer
separate from us but has become an inescapable part of our very experience of
the world. Drawing on the speculative empiricism of philosopher Alfred North
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Whitehead, Hansen reveals how new media call into play elements of sensibility
that greatly affect human selfhood without in any way belonging to the human.
From social media to data-mining to new sensor technologies, media in the
twenty-first century work largely outside the realm of perceptual consciousness,
yet at the same time inflect our every sensation. Understanding that paradox,
Hansen shows, offers us a chance to put forward a radically new vision of human
becoming, one that enables us to reground the human in a non-anthropocentric
view of the world and our experience in it.
'Clearly written, with careful signposting of relevant debates, this reader in the
critical tradition is a model of an introductory cultural and media studies text... the
writing is accessible, the concepts and arguments are sophisticated, and the tone
is one of committed engagement' - Media International Australia
A century that began with modernism sweeping across Europe is ending with a
remarkable resurgence of religious beliefs and practices throughout the world.
Wherever one looks today, from headlines about political turmoil in the Middle
East to pop music and videos, one cannot escape the pivotal role of religious
beliefs and practices in shaping selves, societies, and cultures. Following in the
very successful tradition of Critical Terms for Literary Studies and Critical Terms
for Art History, this book attempts to provide a revitalized, self-aware vocabulary
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with which this bewildering religious diversity can be accurately described and
responsibly discussed. Leading scholars working in a variety of traditions
demonstrate through their incisive discussions that even our most basic terms for
understanding religion are not neutral but carry specific historical and conceptual
freight. These essays adopt the approach that has won this book's predecessors
such widespread acclaim: each provides a concise history of a critical term,
explores the issues raised by the term, and puts the term to use in an analysis of
a religious work, practice, or event. Moving across Judaism, Christianity,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Native American and Mayan religions,
contributors explore terms ranging from experience, territory, and image, to God,
sacrifice, and transgression. The result is an essential reference that will reshape
the field of religious studies and transform the way in which religion is understood
by scholars from all disciplines, including anthropology, sociology, psychology,
cultural studies, gender studies, and literary studies.
The identity and role of writing has evolved in the age of digital media. But how
did writing itself make digital media possible in the first place? Lydia H. Liu offers
here the first rigorous study of the political history of digital writing and its fateful
entanglement with the Freudian unconscious. Liu’s innovative analysis brings
the work of theorists and writers back into conversation with one another to
Page 8/20

Get Free Critical Terms For Media Studies By W J T Mitchell
document significant meetings of minds and disciplines. She shows how the
earlier avant-garde literary experiments with alphabetical writing and the wordassociation games of psychoanalysis contributed to the mathematical making of
digital media. Such intellectual convergence, she argues, completed the
transformation of alphabetical writing into the postphonetic, ideographic system
of digital media, which not only altered the threshold of sense and nonsense in
communication processes but also compelled a new understanding of humanmachine interplay at the level of the unconscious. Ranging across information
theory, cybernetics, modernism, literary theory, neurotic machines, and
psychoanalysis, The Freudian Robot rewrites the history of digital media and the
literary theory of the twentieth century.
Foundations of Critical Media and Information Studies lays down foundations for
the analysis of media, information, and information technology in 21st century
information society, as well as introducing the theoretical and empirical tools
necessary for the critical study of media and information. Christian Fuchs shows
the role classical critical theory can play for analyzing the information society and
the information economy, as well as analyzing the role of the media and the
information economy in economic development, the new imperialism, and the
new economic crisis. The book critically discusses transformations of the Internet
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(‘web 2.0’), introduces the notion of alternative media as critical media, and
shows the critical role media and information technology can play in
contemporary society. This book provides an excellent introduction to the study
of media, information technology, and information society, making it a valuable
reference tool for both undergraduate and postgraduate students of subjects
such as Media Studies, Sociology of Media, Social Theory, and New Media.
The book brings together experts from Media and Communication Studies with
Postcolonial Studies scholars to illustrate how the two fields may challenge and
enrich each other. Its essays introduce readers to selected topics including
»Media Convergence«, »Transcultural Subjectivity«, »Hegemony«, »Piracy« and
»Media History and Colonialism«. Drawing on examples from film, literature,
music, TV and the internet, the contributors investigate the transnational
dimensions in today's media, engage with local and global media politics and
discuss media outlets as economic agents, thus illustrating mechanisms of power
in postcolonial and neo-colonial mediascapes.
The Media Book provides today's students with a comprehensive foundation for the study of
the modern media. It has been systematically compiled to map the field in a way which
corresponds to the curricular organization of the field around the globe, providing a complete
resource for students in their third year to graduate level courses in the U.S.
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This anthology is designed to assist teachers and students in learning how to better
understand and interpret our common culture and everyday life. With a focus on contemporary
media, consumer, and digital culture, this book combines classic and original writings by both
leading and rising scholars in the field. The chapters present key theories, concepts, and
methodologies of critical cultural and media studies, as well as cutting-edge research into new
media. Sections on teaching media/cultural studies and concrete case studies provide practical
examples that illuminate contemporary culture, ranging from new forms of digital media and
consumer culture to artifacts from TV and film, including Barbie and Big Macs, soap operas,
Talk TV, Facebook, and YouTube. The lively articles show that media/cultural studies is an
exciting and relevant arena, and this text should enable students and citizens to become
informed readers and critics of their culture and society.
Communications, philosophy, film and video, digital culture: media studies straddles an
astounding array of fields and disciplines and produces a vocabulary that is in equal parts
rigorous and intuitive. Critical Terms for Media Studies defines, and at times, redefines, what
this new and hybrid area aims to do, illuminating the key concepts behind its liveliest debates
and most dynamic topics. Part of a larger conversation that engages culture, technology, and
politics, this exciting collection of essays explores our most critical language for dealing with
the qualities and modes of contemporary media. Edited by two outstanding scholars in the
field, W. J. T. Mitchell and Mark B. N. Hansen, the volume features works by a team of
distinguished contributors. These essays, commissioned expressly for this volume, are
organized into three interrelated groups: “Aesthetics” engages with terms that describe
sensory experiences and judgments, “Technology” offers entry into a broad array of
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technological concepts, and “Society” opens up language describing the systems that allow a
medium to function. A compelling reference work for the twenty-first century and the media that
form our experience within it, Critical Terms for Media Studies will engage and deepen any
reader’s knowledge of one of our most important new fields.
Media and Moral Education demonstrates that the study of philosophy can be used to enhance
critical thinking skills, which are sorely needed in today’s technological age. It addresses the
current oversight of the educational environment not keeping pace with rapid advances in
technology, despite the fact that educating students to engage critically and compassionately
with others via online media is of the utmost importance. D’Olimpio claims that philosophical
thinking skills support the adoption of an attitude she calls critical perspectivism, which she
applies in the book to international multimedia examples. The author also suggests that the
Community of Inquiry – a pedagogy practised by advocates of Philosophy for Children –
creates a space in which participants can practise being critically perspectival, and can be
conducted with all age levels in a classroom or public setting, making it beneficial in shaping
democratic and discerning citizens. This book will be of interest to academics, researchers and
postgraduate students in the areas of philosophy of education, philosophy, education, critical
theory and communication, film and media studies.
This major new collection identifies the critical and theoretical concepts which have been most
significant in the study of film and presents a historical and intellectual context for the material
examined.
Critical Terms for Media StudiesUniversity of Chicago Press
The Second Edition of this popular text examines the mass media as economic and cultural
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institutions that shape our social identities.
This book aims to put the speciesism debate and the treatment of non-human animals on the
agenda of critical media studies and to put media studies on the agenda of animal ethics
researchers. Contributors examine the convergence of media and animal ethics from
theoretical, philosophical, discursive, social constructionist, and political economic
perspectives. The book is divided into three sections: foundations, representation, and
responsibility, outlining the different disciplinary approaches’ application to media studies and
covering how non-human animals, and the relationship between humans and non-humans, are
represented by the mass media, concluding with suggestions for how the media, as a major
producer of cultural norms and values related to non-human animals and how we treat them,
might improve such representations.

Introduces key terms, research traditions, debates, and their histories, and offers a
sense of the new frontiers and questions emerging in the field of media studies
Keywords for Media Studies introduces and aims to advance the field of critical media
studies by tracing, defining, and problematizing its established and emergent
terminology. The book historicizes thinking about media and society, whether that
means noting a long history of “new media,” or tracing how understandings of media
“power” vary across time periods and knowledge formations. Bringing together an
impressive group of established scholars from television studies, film studies, sound
studies, games studies, and more, each of the 65 essays in the volume focuses on a
critical concept, from “fan” to “industry,” and “celebrity” to “surveillance.” Keywords
Page 13/20

Get Free Critical Terms For Media Studies By W J T Mitchell
for Media Studies is an essential tool that introduces key terms, research traditions,
debates, and their histories, and offers a sense of the new frontiers and questions
emerging in the field of media studies. Visit keywords.nyupress.org for online essays,
teaching resources, and more.
Sporting Blackness examines issues of race and representation in sports films,
exploring what it means to embody, perform, play out, and contest blackness by
representations of Black athletes on screen. By presenting new critical terms, Sheppard
analyzes not only "skin in the game," or how racial representation shapes the genre's
imagery, but also "skin in the genre," or the formal consequences of blackness on the
sport film genre's modes, codes, and conventions. Through a rich interdisciplinary
approach, Sheppard argues that representations of Black sporting bodies contain
"critical muscle memories": embodied, kinesthetic, and cinematic histories that go
beyond a film's plot to index, circulate, and reproduce broader narratives about Black
sporting and non-sporting experiences in American society.
This volume provides a thoughtful and wide-ranging exploration of approaches to the
critical study of advertising. Current and impending practices of advertising have in
many ways exceeded the grasp of traditional modes of critique, due at least in part to
their being formulated in very different historical conditions. To begin to address this
lag, this edited collection explores through critical discussion and application a variety
of critical approaches to advertising. Authors address a variety of concrete examples in
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their chapters, drawing on existing research while presenting new findings where
relevant. In order to maintain the relevance of this collection past this particular
historical moment, however, chapters do not simply report on empirical work, but
develop a theoretical argument.
Actor-Network Theory (ANT), originally a social theory, seeks to organize objects and
non-human entities into social networks. Its most innovative claim approaches these
networks outside the anthropocentric view, including both humans and non-human
objects as active participants in a social context; because of this, the theory has
applications in a myriad of domains, not merely in the social sciences. Applying the
Actor-Network Theory in Media Studies applies this novel approach to media studies.
This publication responds to the current trends in international media studies by
presenting ANT as the new theoretical paradigm through which meaningful discussion
and analysis of the media, its production, and its social and cultural effects. Featuring
both case studies and theoretical and methodical meditations, this timely publication
thoroughly considers the possibilities of these disparate, yet divergent fields. This book
is intended for use by researchers, students, sociologists, and media analysts
concerned with contemporary media studies.
The Routledge Handbook of Critical Discourse Studies provides a state-of-the-art
overview of the important and rapidly developing field of Critical Discourse Studies
(CDS). Forty-one chapters from leading international scholars cover the central
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theories, concepts, contexts and applications of CDS and how they have developed,
encompassing: approaches analytical methods interdisciplinarity social divisions and
power domains and media. Including methodologies to assist those undertaking their
own critical research of discourse, this Handbook is key reading for all those engaged
in the study and research of Critical Discourse Analysis within English Language and
Linguistics, Communication, Media Studies and related areas.
A systematic examination of the relationship between post-Marxist discourse theory
and media studies. This volume interrogates discourse theory – as read via the work of
Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe – through an engagement with major approaches to
critical media politics and a range of issues in contemporary media politics.
The Dynasty Years documents and analyses in detail 'the Dynasty phenomenon', the
hotly debated success of the Hollywood-made 'Rolls Royce of a primetime soap' which
heralded a profound transformation of European television. From the operatic camp of
Krystle and Alexis' fight in the lilypond or the Moldavian wedding massacre to the
unprecedented gay sub-plot, Dynasty represented, in the words of co-producer Esther
Shapiro, "the ultimate dollhouse fantasy for middle-aged women". Using evidence from
audience survey results, newspaper and magazine clippings and letters to broadcasters
and drawing on semiotics, psychoanalysis, feminism and critical social theories, Jostein
Gripsrud examines every aspect of Dynasty's production, reception and context. The
result is a groundbreaking critical study. Jostein Gripsrud offers a theoretical but
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empirically grounded critique of many central positions in media studies, including
notions of 'audience resistance' and the 'sovereign' audience and its freedom in
meaning-making, arguing against what he perceives as the uncritical celebrations of the
soap-opera genre in much contemporary media criticism.
"Art" has always been contested terrain, whether the object in question is a medieval
tapestry or Duchamp's Fountain. But questions about the categories of "art" and "art
history" acquired increased urgency during the 1970s, when new developments in
critical theory and other intellectual projects dramatically transformed the discipline. The
first edition of Critical Terms for Art History both mapped and contributed to those
transformations, offering a spirited reassessment of the field's methods and
terminology. Art history as a field has kept pace with debates over globalization and
other social and political issues in recent years, making a second edition of this book
not just timely, but crucial. Like its predecessor, this new edition consists of essays that
cover a wide variety of "loaded" terms in the history of art, from sign to meaning, ritual
to commodity. Each essay explains and comments on a single term, discussing the
issues the term raises and putting the term into practice as an interpretive framework
for a specific work of art. For example, Richard Shiff discusses "Originality" in Vija
Celmins's To Fix the Image in Memory, a work made of eleven pairs of stones, each
consisting of one "original" stone and one painted bronze replica. In addition to the
twenty-two original essays, this edition includes nine new ones—performance, style,
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memory/monument, body, beauty, ugliness, identity, visual culture/visual studies, and
social history of art—as well as new introductory material. All help expand the book's
scope while retaining its central goal of stimulating discussion of theoretical issues in art
history and making that discussion accessible to both beginning students and senior
scholars. Contributors: Mark Antliff, Nina Athanassoglou-Kallmyer, Stephen Bann, Homi
K. Bhabha, Suzanne Preston Blier, Michael Camille, David Carrier, Craig Clunas,
Whitney Davis, Jas Elsner, Ivan Gaskell, Ann Gibson, Charles Harrison, James D.
Herbert, Amelia Jones, Wolfgang Kemp, Joseph Leo Koerner, Patricia Leighten, Paul
Mattick Jr., Richard Meyer, W. J. T. Mitchell, Robert S. Nelson, Margaret Olin, William
Pietz, Alex Potts, Donald Preziosi, Lisbet Rausing, Richard Shiff, Terry Smith, Kristine
Stiles, David Summers, Paul Wood, James E. Young
In this history of new media technologies, leading media and cultural theorists examine
new media against the background of traditional media such as film, photography, and
print in order to evaluate the multiple claims made about the benefits and freedom of
digital media.
How is social media changing contemporary understandings of crime and injustice, and
what contribution can it make to justice-seeking? Abuse on social media often involves
betrayals of trust and invasions of privacy that range from the public circulation of
intimate photographs to mass campaigns of public abuse and harassment using
platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, 8chan and Reddit – forms of abuse that
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disproportionately target women and children. Crime, Justice and Social Media argues
that online abuse is not discontinuous with established patterns of inequality but rather
intersects with and amplifies them. Embedded within social media platforms are
inducements to abuse and harass other users who are rarely provided with the tools to
protect themselves or interrupt the abuse of others. There is a relationship between the
values that shape the technological design and administration of social media, and
those that inform the use of abuse and harassment to exclude and marginalise diverse
participants in public life. Drawing on original qualitative research, this book is essential
reading for students and scholars in the fields of cyber-crime, media and crime, cultural
criminology, and gender and crime.
Bringing together the most important writings on television in theoretical, historical,
empirical and political terms, from the USA and Europe, with significant coverage of
other international works, this collection demonstrates television's global significance,
as a field of study, to disciplines across both the humanities and social sciences.
With this text, a team of authors from the University of West England provide a
comprehensive overview of the culture, technologies and history of new media and
assess claims that a media and technology revolution is underway.
Critical Media Studies is a state of the art introduction to media studies that
demonstrates how to think critically about the power and influence of the media.
Provides extensive case study material, including exercises and ?media labs? in each
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chapter to encourage student participation Draws on examples from print, broadcast,
and new media, including advertising, music, film, television, video games, and the
internet Accompanied by a website with supplementary material, additional case
studies, test banks, PowerPoint slides, and a guide for professors
The development of communication studies has been a lively process of adoption and
integration of theoretical constructs from Pragmatism, Critical Theory and Cultural
Studies. Critical Communication Studies describes the intellectual and professional
forces that have shaped research interests and formed alliances in the pursuit of
particular goals. Hanno Hardt reflects on the need to come to terms with the role of
history in academic work and locates the intellectual history within the context of
competing social theories. The book provides a substantive foundation for
understanding the field and will be a major text in all courses dealing with
communication history and theory.
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