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As the glittering skyline in Shanghai seemingly
attests, China has quickly transformed itself from a
place of stark poverty into a modern, urban,
technologically savvy economic powerhouse. But as
Scott Rozelle and Natalie Hell show in Invisible
China, the truth is much more complicated and might
be a serious cause for concern. China’s growth has
relied heavily on unskilled labor. Most of the workers
who have fueled the country’s rise come from rural
villages and have never been to high school. While
this national growth strategy has been effective for
three decades, the unskilled wage rate is finally
rising, inducing companies inside China to automate
at an unprecedented rate and triggering an exodus
of companies seeking cheaper labor in other
countries. Ten years ago, almost every product for
sale in an American Walmart was made in China.
Today, that is no longer the case. With the changing
demand for labor, China seems to have no good
back-up plan. For all of its investment in physical
infrastructure, for decades China failed to invest
enough in its people. Recent progress may come too
late. Drawing on extensive surveys on the ground in
China, Rozelle and Hell reveal that while China may
be the second-largest economy in the world, its labor
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force has one of the lowest levels of education of
any comparable country. Over half of China’s
population—as well as a vast majority of its
children—are from rural areas. Their low levels of
basic education may leave many unable to find work
in the formal workplace as China’s economy
changes and manufacturing jobs move elsewhere. In
Invisible China, Rozelle and Hell speak not only to
an urgent humanitarian concern but also a potential
economic crisis that could upend economies and
foreign relations around the globe. If too many are
left structurally unemployable, the implications both
inside and outside of China could be serious.
Understanding the situation in China today is
essential if we are to avoid a potential crisis of
international proportions. This book is an urgent and
timely call to action that should be read by
economists, policymakers, the business community,
and general readers alike.
This is the inside story of the US–China trade war,
how relations between these superpowers
unraveled, darkening prospects for global peace and
prosperity, as told by two Wall Street Journal
reporters, one based in Washington, D.C., the other
in Beijing, who have had more access to the
decision makers in the White House and in China’s
Zhongnanhai leadership compound than anyone
else. The trade battle between China and the U.S.
didn’t start with Trump and won’t end with him,
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argue Bob Davis and Lingling Wei. The two
countries have a long and fraught political and
economic history which has become more
contentious over the past three years—an escalation
that has negatively impacted both countries'
economies and the world at large—and holds the
potential for even more uncertainty and disruption.
How did this stand-off happen? How much are U.S.
presidents and officials who haven't effectively
confronted or negotiated with China to blame? What
role have Chinese leaders, and U.S. business
leaders who for decades acted as Beijing’s lobbyists
in Washington, played in driving tensions between
the two countries? Superpower Showdown is the
story of a romance gone bad. Uniquely positioned to
tell the story, Davis and Wei have conducted
hundreds of interviews with government and
business officials in both nations over the seven
years they have worked together writing for the Wall
Street Journal. Analyzing U.S.–China relations, they
explain how we have reached this tipping point, and
look at where we could be headed. Vivid and
provocative, Superpower Showdown will help
readers understand the context of the trade war and
prepare them for what may come next.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAMED ONE
OF NOVEMBER’S BEST BOOKS BY TIME, THE
WASHINGTON POST, AND TOWN & COUNTRY
“A perfect novel for these times and all times, the
Page 3/31

Get Free Country Driving A Chinese Road Trip
Paradiesore
single textual artifact from the pandemic era I would
place in a time capsule as a representation of all that
is good and true and beautiful about
literature.”—Molly Young, The New York Times Eight
friends, one country house, and six months in
isolation—a novel about love, friendship, family, and
betrayal hailed as a “virtuoso performance” (USA
Today) and “an homage to Chekhov with four
romances and a finale that will break your heart”
(The Washington Post) In the rolling hills of upstate
New York, a group of friends and friends-of-friends
gathers in a country house to wait out the pandemic.
Over the next six months, new friendships and
romances will take hold, while old betrayals will
emerge, forcing each character to reevaluate whom
they love and what matters most. The unlikely cast
of characters includes a Russian-born novelist; his
Russian-born psychiatrist wife; their precocious child
obsessed with K-pop; a struggling Indian American
writer; a wildly successful Korean American app
developer; a global dandy with three passports; a
Southern flamethrower of an essayist; and a movie
star, the Actor, whose arrival upsets the equilibrium
of this chosen family. Both elegiac and very, very
funny, Our Country Friends is the most ambitious
book yet by the author of the beloved bestseller
Super Sad True Love Story.
One of the U.S. government's leading China experts
reveals the hidden strategy fueling that country's rise
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– and how Americans have been seduced into
helping China overtake us as the world's leading
superpower. For more than forty years, the United
States has played an indispensable role helping the
Chinese government build a booming economy,
develop its scientific and military capabilities, and
take its place on the world stage, in the belief that
China's rise will bring us cooperation, diplomacy, and
free trade. But what if the "China Dream" is to
replace us, just as America replaced the British
Empire, without firing a shot? Based on interviews
with Chinese defectors and newly declassified,
previously undisclosed national security documents,
The Hundred-Year Marathon reveals China's secret
strategy to supplant the United States as the world's
dominant power, and to do so by 2049, the onehundredth anniversary of the founding of the
People's Republic. Michael Pillsbury, a fluent
Mandarin speaker who has served in senior national
security positions in the U.S. government since the
days of Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger, draws
on his decades of contact with the "hawks" in
China's military and intelligence agencies and
translates their documents, speeches, and books to
show how the teachings of traditional Chinese
statecraft underpin their actions. He offers an inside
look at how the Chinese really view America and its
leaders – as barbarians who will be the architects of
their own demise. Pillsbury also explains how the
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U.S. government has helped – sometimes
unwittingly and sometimes deliberately – to make
this "China Dream" come true, and he calls for the
United States to implement a new, more competitive
strategy toward China as it really is, and not as we
might wish it to be. The Hundred-Year Marathon is a
wake-up call as we face the greatest national
security challenge of the twenty-first century.
The author chronicles his odyssey in China, from the
urban megalopolises of Beijing and Shanghai to the
desolate wastes of the Gobi desert and the distant
mountains of Tibet.
Instead of emphasizing China as a developing
country, Chinese President Xi Jinping has identified
China as a big power and accentuated China’s big
power status. This book explores the narratives and
driving forces behind China's big power ambition.
Three narratives rooted in Sino-centralism are
examined. One is China’s demands for the reform of
global governance to reflect the values and interests
of China as a rising power. Another is China’s Belt
and Road Initiative to construct a nascent Chinacentred world order. The third is the China model
and self-image promotion in the developing
countries. There are many forces that have driven or
constrained China’s big power ambition. This
collection focuses on two sets of forces. One is
China’s domestic politics and economic incentives
and disincentives. The other is China’s geo-political
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and geo-economic interests. These forces have both
motivated and constrained China’s big power
ambition. The chapters in this book were originally
published in the Journal of Contemporary China.
The global implications of China’s rise as a global
actor In 2005, a senior official in the George W. Bush
administration expressed the hope that China would
emerge as a “responsible stakeholder” on the world
stage. A dozen years later, the Trump administration
dramatically shifted course, instead calling China a
“strategic competitor” whose actions routinely
threaten U.S. interests. Both assessments reflected
an underlying truth: China is no longer just a “rising”
power. It has emerged as a truly global actor, both
economically and militarily. Every day its actions
affect nearly every region and every major issue,
from climate change to trade, from conflict in
troubled lands to competition over rules that will
govern the uses of emerging technologies. To better
address the implications of China’s new status, both
for American policy and for the broader international
order, Brookings scholars conducted research over
the past two years, culminating in a project: Global
China: Assessing China’s Growing Role in the
World. The project is intended to furnish policy
makers and the public with hard facts and deep
insights for understanding China’s regional and
global ambitions. The initiative draws not only on
Brookings’s deep bench of China and East Asia
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experts, but also on the tremendous breadth of the
institution’s security, strategy, regional studies,
technological, and economic development experts.
Areas of focus include the evolution of China’s
domestic institutions; great power relations; the
emergence of critical technologies; Asian security;
China’s influence in key regions beyond Asia; and
China’s impact on global governance and norms.
Global China: Assessing China’s Growing Role in
the World provides the most current, broad-scope,
and fact-based assessment of the implications of
China’s rise for the United States and the rest of the
world.
Examines Chinese engagement with African nations,
focusing on (1) Chinese and African objectives in the
political and economic spheres and how they work to
achieve them, (2) African perceptions of Chinese
engagement, (3) how China has adjusted its policies
to accommodate African views, and (4) whether the
United States and China are competing for influence,
access, and resources in Africa and how they might
cooperate in the region.
Full of unforgettable figures and an unrelenting spirit
of adventure, Strange Stones is a far-ranging,
thought-provoking collection of Peter Hessler’s best
reportage—a dazzling display of the powerful
storytelling, shrewd cultural insight, and warm sense
of humor that are the trademarks of his work. Over
the last decade, as a staff writer for The New Yorker
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and the author of three books, Peter Hessler has
lived in Asia and the United States, writing as both
native and knowledgeable outsider in these two very
different regions. This unusual perspective
distinguishes Strange Stones, which showcases
Hessler’s unmatched range as a storyteller. “Wild
Flavor” invites readers along on a taste test between
two rat restaurants in South China. One story
profiles Yao Ming, basketball star and China’s most
beloved export, another David Spindler, an
obsessive and passionate historian of the Great
Wall. In “Dr. Don,” Hessler writes movingly about a
small-town pharmacist and his relationship with the
people he serves. While Hessler’s subjects and
locations vary, subtle but deeply important thematic
links bind these pieces—the strength of local
traditions, the surprising overlap between apparently
opposing cultures, and the powerful lessons drawn
from individuals who straddle different worlds.
The idea of "The Green Book" is to give the Motorist and
Tourist a Guide not only of the Hotels and Tourist Homes in
all of the large cities, but other classifications that will be
found useful wherever he may be. Also facts and information
that the Negro Motorist can use and depend upon. There are
thousands of places that the public doesn't know about and
aren't listed. Perhaps you know of some? If so send in their
names and addresses and the kind of business, so that we
might pass it along to the rest of your fellow Motorists. You
will find it handy on your travels, whether at home or in some
other state, and is up to date. Each year we are compiling
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new lists as some of these places move, or go out of
business and new business places are started giving added
employment to members of our race.
An unforgettable portrait of individuals who hope, struggle,
and grow along a single street cutting through the heart of
Shanghai, from one of the most acclaimed broadcast
journalists reporting on China. Modern Shanghai: a global city
in the midst of a renaissance, where dreamers arrive each
day to partake in a mad torrent of capital, ideas, and
opportunity. Marketplace’s Rob Schmitz is one of them. He
immerses himself in his neighborhood, forging deep
relationships with ordinary people who see in the city’s sleek
skyline a brighter future, and a chance to rewrite their
destinies. There’s Zhao, whose path from factory floor to
shopkeeper is sidetracked by her desperate measures to
ensure a better future for her sons. Down the street lives
Auntie Fu, a fervent capitalist forever trying to improve herself
with religion and get-rich-quick schemes while keeping her
skeptical husband at bay. Up a flight of stairs, musician and
café owner CK sets up shop to attract young dreamers like
himself, but learns he’s searching for something more. As
Schmitz becomes more involved in their lives, he makes
surprising discoveries which untangle the complexities of
modern China: A mysterious box of letters that serve as a
portal to a family’s—and country’s—dark past, and an
abandoned neighborhood where fates have been violently
altered by unchecked power and greed. A tale of 21st-century
China, Street of Eternal Happiness profiles China’s distinct
generations through multifaceted characters who illuminate
an enlightening, humorous, and at times heartrending journey
along the winding road to the Chinese Dream. Each story
adds another layer of humanity and texture to modern China,
a tapestry also woven with Schmitz’s insight as a foreign
correspondent. The result is an intimate and surprising
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portrait that dispenses with the tired stereotypes of a country
we think we know, immersing us instead in the vivid stories of
the people who make up one of the world’s most captivating
cities.
Driving is a fact of life. We are all spending more and more
time on the road, and traffic is an issue we face everyday.
This book will make you think about it in a whole new light.
We have always had a passion for cars and driving. Now
Traffic offers us an exceptionally rich understanding of that
passion. Vanderbilt explains why traffic jams form, outlines
the unintended consequences of our attempts to engineer
safety and even identifies the most common mistakes drivers
make in parking lots. Based on exhaustive research and
interviews with driving experts and traffic officials around the
globe, Traffic gets under the hood of the quotidian activity of
driving to uncover the surprisingly complex web of physical,
psychological and technical factors that explain how traffic
works.
2013 saw the launch of the largest, most influential
investment initiative in recent memory: China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI). This globe-spanning strategy has reshaped
local economies and regionals networks, and it has become a
contested subject for scholars and practitioners alike. How
should we make sense of the complex interactions that the
BRI has enabled? Understanding these processes requires
truly global perspectives alongside careful attention to the
role that local actors play in giving shape to individual BRI
projects. The contributions in this volume provide both 'big
picture' assessments of China's role in regional and global
interactions and detailed case studies that home in on the
role agency plays in BRI dynamics. Written by leading area
studies scholars with diverse disciplinary expertise, this book
reveals how Chinese efforts to recalibrate the world are taken
up, challenged, revamped, and reworked in diverse contexts
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around the world.
Investigating the discovery of an extraordinary map of China
in Oxford's Bodleian Library that was delivered in 1659 by Mr.
Selden, the author travels halfway around the world to reveal
unexpected historical connections that offer insight into the
power and meaning a single map can hold.
Records the author's experiences as a Peace Corps English
teacher in the small Chinese city of Fuling, during which time
he witnessed such events as the death of Deng Xiaoping and
the return of Hong Kong to the mainland.
“Hessler has a marvelous sense of the intonations and
gestures that give life to the moment.” —The New York Times
Book Review From Peter Hessler, the New York Times
bestselling author of Oracle Bones and River Town, comes
Country Driving, the third and final book in his award-winning
China trilogy. Country Driving addresses the human side of
the economic revolution in China, focusing on economics and
development, and shows how the auto boom helps China
shift from rural to urban, from farming to business.
Why has China grown so fast for so long despite vast
corruption? In China's Gilded Age, Yuen Yuen Ang argues
that not all types of corruption hurt growth, nor do they cause
the same kind of harm. Ang unbundles corruption into four
varieties: petty theft, grand theft, speed money, and access
money. While the first three types impede growth, access
money - elite exchanges of power and profit - cuts both ways:
it stimulates investment and growth but produces serious
risks for the economy and political system. Since market
opening, corruption in China has evolved toward access
money. Using a range of data sources, the author explains
the evolution of Chinese corruption, how it differs from the
West and other developing countries, and how Xi's anticorruption campaign could affect growth and governance. In
this formidable yet accessible book, Ang challenges onePage 12/31
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dimensional measures of corruption. By unbundling the
problem and adopting a comparative-historical lens, she
reveals that the rise of capitalism was not accompanied by
the eradication of corruption, but rather by its evolution from
thuggery and theft to access money. In doing so, she
changes the way we think about corruption and capitalism,
not only in China but around the world.
A century ago, outsiders saw China as a place where nothing
ever changes. Today the country has become one of the
most dynamic regions on earth. In Oracle Bones, Peter
Hessler explores the human side of China's transformation,
viewing modern-day China and its growing links to the
Western world through the lives of a handful of ordinary
people. In a narrative that gracefully moves between the
ancient and the present, the East and the West, Hessler
captures the soul of a country that is undergoing a
momentous change before our eyes.

Awareness has been growing in the United States - and
in nations around the world - that the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) has triggered a new era of greatpower competition. Yet few discern the pattern in China's
inroads within every region of the world, much less the
specific form of dominance to which the party
aspires.The CCP aims not merely at preeminence within
the established world order - an order that is grounded in
free and sovereign nation-states, flows from the
universal principles on which America was founded, and
advances U.S. national interests -but to fundamentally
revise world order, placing the People's Republic of
China (PRC) at the center and serving Beijing's
authoritarian goals and hegemonic ambitions.In the face
of the China challenge, the United States must secure
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freedom.China is a challenge because of its conduct.
Modeled on 20th-century Marxist-Leninist dictatorship,
the CCP eventually spurred rapid modernization and
produced prodigious economic growth - thanks in no
small measure to the party's decision in the late 1970s to
embrace free-market elements and to the decision by the
United States and nations around the world to engage,
and welcome commerce with, China. The party today
wields its economic power to co-opt and coerce
countries around the world; make the societies and
politics of foreign nations more accommodating to CCP
specifications; and reshape international organizations in
line with China's brand of socialism. At the same time,
the CCP is developing a world-class military to rival and
eventually surpass the U.S. military. These actions
enable the CCP to credibly pursue the quest proceeding outward through the Indo-Pacific region and
encompassing the globe - to achieve "national
rejuvenation" culminating in the transformation of the
international order.To understand China's peculiar form
of authoritarianism and the hegemonic goals to which it
gives rise, it is necessary to grasp the intellectual
sources from which China's conduct springs: the CCP's
Marxist-Leninist beliefs and the party's extreme
interpretation of Chinese nationalism.
A food writer travels the Silk Road, immersing herself in
a moveable feast of foods and cultures and discovering
some surprising truths about commitment,
independence, and love. As a newlywed traveling in
Italy, Jen Lin-Liu was struck by culinary echoes of the
delicacies she ate and cooked back in China, where
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she’d lived for more than a decade. Who really invented
the noodle? she wondered, like many before her. But
also: How had food and culture moved along the Silk
Road, the ancient trade route linking Asia to Europe—and
what could still be felt of those long-ago migrations? With
her new husband’s blessing, she set out to discover the
connections, both historical and personal, eating a path
through western China and on into Central Asia, Iran,
Turkey, and across the Mediterranean. The journey
takes Lin-Liu into the private kitchens where the
headscarves come off and women not only knead and
simmer but also confess and confide. The thin rounds of
dough stuffed with meat that are dumplings in Beijing
evolve into manti in Turkey—their tiny size the measure of
a bride’s worth—and end as tortellini in Italy. And as she
stirs and samples, listening to the women talk about their
lives and longings, Lin-Liu gains a new appreciation of
her own marriage, learning to savor the sweetness of
love freely chosen.
Pulitzer Prize in General Nonfiction finalist Winner of the
2014 National Book Award in nonfiction. An Economist
Best Book of 2014. A vibrant, colorful, and revelatory
inner history of China during a moment of profound
transformation From abroad, we often see China as a
caricature: a nation of pragmatic plutocrats and
ruthlessly dedicated students destined to rule the global
economy-or an addled Goliath, riddled with corruption
and on the edge of stagnation. What we don't see is how
both powerful and ordinary people are remaking their
lives as their country dramatically changes. As the
Beijing correspondent for The New Yorker, Evan Osnos
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was on the ground in China for years, witness to
profound political, economic, and cultural upheaval. In
Age of Ambition, he describes the greatest collision
taking place in that country: the clash between the rise of
the individual and the Communist Party's struggle to
retain control. He asks probing questions: Why does a
government with more success lifting people from
poverty than any civilization in history choose to put strict
restraints on freedom of expression? Why do millions of
young Chinese professionals-fluent in English and
devoted to Western pop culture-consider themselves
"angry youth," dedicated to resisting the West's
influence? How are Chinese from all strata finding
meaning after two decades of the relentless pursuit of
wealth? Writing with great narrative verve and a keen
sense of irony, Osnos follows the moving stories of
everyday people and reveals life in the new China to be
a battleground between aspiration and authoritarianism,
in which only one can prevail.
Route 312 is the Chinese Route 66. It flows three
thousand miles from east to west, passing through the
factory towns of the coastal areas, through the rural
heart of China, then up into the Gobi Desert, where it
merges with the Old Silk Road. The highway witnesses
every part of the social and economic revolution that is
turning China upside down. In this utterly surprising and
deeply personal book, acclaimed National Public Radio
reporter Rob Gifford, a fluent Mandarin speaker, takes
the dramatic journey along Route 312 from its start in the
boomtown of Shanghai to its end on the border with
Kazakhstan. Gifford reveals the rich mosaic of modern
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Chinese life in all its contradictions, as he poses the
crucial questions that all of us are asking about China:
Will it really be the next global superpower? Is it as solid
and as powerful as it looks from the outside? And who
are the ordinary Chinese people, to whom the twentyfirst century is supposed to belong? Gifford is not alone
on his journey. The largest migration in human history is
taking place along highways such as Route 312, as tens
of millions of people leave their homes in search of work.
He sees signs of the booming urban economy
everywhere, but he also uncovers many of the country’s
frailties, and some of the deep-seated problems that
could derail China’s rise. The whole compelling
adventure is told through the cast of colorful characters
Gifford meets: garrulous talk-show hosts and ambitious
yuppies, impoverished peasants and tragic prostitutes,
cell-phone salesmen, AIDS patients, and Tibetan monks.
He rides with members of a Shanghai jeep club,
hitchhikes across the Gobi desert, and sings karaoke
with migrant workers at truck stops along the way. As he
recounts his travels along Route 312, Rob Gifford gives
a face to what has historically, for Westerners, been a
faceless country and breathes life into a nation that is so
often reduced to economic statistics. Finally, he sounds
a warning that all is not well in the Chinese heartlands,
that serious problems lie ahead, and that the future of
the West has become inextricably linked with the fate of
1.3 billion Chinese people. “Informative, delightful, and
powerfully moving . . . Rob Gifford’s acute powers of
observation, his sense of humor and adventure, and his
determination to explore the wrenching dilemmas of
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China’s explosive development open readers’ eyes and
reward their minds.” –Robert A. Kapp, president,
U.S.-China Business Council, 1994-2004
“Gripping . . . Chang has accomplished the seemingly
impossible . . . He has written a remarkably rich, human,
and compelling story of the railroad Chinese.” — Peter
Cozzens, Wall Street Journal A groundbreaking,
breathtaking history of the Chinese workers who built the
Transcontinental Railroad, helping to forge modern
America only to disappear into the shadows of history
until now From across the sea, they came by the
thousands, escaping war and poverty in southern China
to seek their fortunes in America. Converging on the
enormous western worksite of the Transcontinental
Railroad, the migrants spent years dynamiting tunnels
through the snow-packed cliffs of the Sierra Nevada and
laying tracks across the burning Utah desert. Their sweat
and blood fueled the ascent of an interlinked, industrial
United States. But those of them who survived this
perilous effort would suffer a different kind of death: a
historical one, as they were pushed first to the margins of
American life and then to the fringes of public memory. In
this groundbreaking account, award-winning scholar
Gordon H. Chang draws on unprecedented research to
recover the Chinese railroad workers’ stories and
celebrate their role in remaking America. An invaluable
correction of a great historical injustice, The Ghosts of
Gold Mountain returns these “silent spikes” to their
rightful place in our national saga. “The lived experience
of the Railroad Chinese has long been elusive . . .
Chang’s book is a moving effort to recover their stories
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and honor their indispensable contribution to the building
of modern America.” — New York Times
For fans of Crazy Rich Asians: Meet the Wangs, the
unforgettable immigrant family whose spectacular fall
from glorious riches to (still name-brand) rags brings
them together in a way money never could. Charles
Wang, a brash, lovable businessman who built a
cosmetics empire and made a fortune, has just lost
everything in the financial crisis. So he rounds up two of
his children from schools that he can no longer afford
and packs them into the only car that wasn’t
repossessed. Together with their wealth-addicted
stepmother, Barbra, they head on a cross-country
journey from their foreclosed Bel-Air home to the Upstate
New York retreat of the eldest Wang daughter, Saina.
“Highly entertaining” (BuzzFeed), this “fresh Little Miss
Sunshine” (Vanity Fair) is a “compassionate and brighteyed novel” (New York Times Book Review), an epic
family saga, and a new look at what it means to belong
in America. “When the Wangs take the world, we all
benefit” (USA Today). A New York Times Book Review
Editors’ Choice An October 2016 Indie Next Pick A
PopSugar Best Book for Fall A BuzzFeed Incredible
Book for Fall A Nylon Amazing Book for Fall A Bustle
Book for Your Fall TBR List A Millions Most Anticipated
Book A Frisky Book to Read for Fall
Drawn by a fascination with Egypt's rich history and
culture, Peter Hessler moved with his wife and twin
daughters to Cairo in 2011. He wanted to learn Arabic,
explore Cairo's neighborhoods, and visit the legendary
archeological digs of Upper Egypt. After his years of
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covering China for the New Yorker, friends warned him
that Egypt would be a much quieter place. But not long
before he arrived, the Egyptian Arab Spring had begun,
and now the country was in chaos. In the midst of the
revolution, he attached himself to an important
archeological dig at a site rich in royal tombs known in as
al-Madfuna, or "The Buried." He and his wife set out to
master Arabic, striking up a friendship with their
instructor, a cynical political sophisticate. A different kind
of friendship was formed with the neighborhood garbage
collector, an illiterate but highly perceptive man named
Sayyid, whose access to the trash of Cairo would be its
own kind of archeological excavation. Hessler also met a
family of Chinese small-business owners in the lingerie
trade; their view of the country proved a bracing
counterpoint to the West's conventional wisdom.
Through the lives of these and other ordinary people at a
time of tragedy and heartache, and through connections
between contemporary Egypt and its ancient past,
Hessler creates an astonishing portrait of a country and
its people.
A crucial assessment of how global and regional politics
converge in the swath of Eurasia that includes South
Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East. Under the
ambitious leadership of President Xi Jinping, China is
transforming its wealth and economic power into tools of
global political influence. But China's foreign policy
initiatives, even "Belt and Road," will be shaped and
redefined as they confront the ground realities of local
and regional politics outside China. In China's Western
Horizon, Daniel S. Markey previews how China's efforts
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are likely to play out along its "western horizon:" across
the swath of Eurasia that includes South Asia, Central
Asia, and the Middle East. Drawing from extensive
interviews, travels, and historical research, Markey
describes how perceptions of China vary widely within
states such as Pakistan, Kazakhstan, and Iran. On
balance, Markey anticipates that China's deepening
involvement will play to the advantage of regional
strongmen and exacerbate the political tensions within
and among Eurasian states. To make the most of
America's limited influence along China's western
horizon (and elsewhere), he argues that US
policymakers should pursue a selective and localized
strategy to serve America's specific aims in Eurasia and
to better compete with China over the long run.
'Tenacious, revelatory, and humane.' - Paul Theroux'The
Buried is the kind of book that you don't want to end and
won't forget. With the eye of a great storyteller Peter
Hessler weaves together history, reporting, memoir, and
above all the lives of ordinary people in a beautiful and
haunting portrait of Egypt and its Revolution.' - Ben
RhodesIn 2011, while revolution swept across Egypt,
Peter Hessler was reporting on the everyday lives and
ancient secrets of a country in turmoil. The result is this
unforgettable work of literary and documentary brilliance.
In The Buried, Hessler traces the human stories
alongside the broader sweep of historic events: Tahrir
Square, the massacres and the coup form the
background, but so too do ancient cults, buried cities in
the desert and dead pharaohs with huge ambitions. Most
important are the people forging their lives in this world.
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We follow rubbish collector Sayyid; Arabic teacher
Rifaat; and Manu, a translator. There are also the
Chinese immigrants who have built a lingerie empire,
politicians and ingenious archaeologists. Together, they
raise the question: is revolution just repetition, or can
things ever really change?
China’s New Silk Road initiative constitutes one of the
most ambitious projects in recent decades designed to
change the pattern of the global economic division of
labour as well as the geostrategic balance of power. It
has the potential to create a new fabric of industrial value
creation that links China and East Asia via Central and
South Asia with Europe, and to forge new regional and
multilateral institutions that complement or compete with
existing regional and global governance systems. First
proposed in 2013, the new initiative is only now starting
to be rolled-out, with trade relations gradually
intensifying, and the first investment projects and
infrastructure clusters becoming manifest. However, the
full impact of the evolving new regional value chains on
global goods flows, investment activity, supra-national
institution building, as well as their wider international
implications, remains undetermined. This book brings
together leading scholars from economics, political
science and area studies, who present the latest cuttingedge knowledge and the latest state-of-the-art economic
and political analysis on how the new initiative is
developing and likely to develop.
The disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991 rapidly
and irrevocably transformed Central Asia's political
landscape. This region of five sovereign states with a
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population of some fifty million people quickly became a
major focus of interest and influence for competing poles
of power. The eminent contributors to this volume offer a
four-part analysis of the region's new importance in world
affairs. Rajan Menon examines the place of Central Asia
in a global perspective. Eugene Rumer considers the
perspective of the post-9/11 United States. Dimitri Trenin
looks at the region from the standpoint of traditional
hegemon Russia. Huasheng Zhao provides the view
from economic superpower-in-the-making China.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES, THE SEATTLE TIMES,
AND PUBLISHERS WEEKLY. When a murdered woman
is found in the city of Beszel, somewhere at the edge of
Europe, it looks to be a routine case for Inspector Tyador
Borlú of the Extreme Crime Squad. To investigate, Borlú
must travel from the decaying Beszel to its equal, rival,
and intimate neighbor, the vibrant city of Ul Qoma. But
this is a border crossing like no other, a journey as
psychic as it is physical, a seeing of the unseen. With Ul
Qoman detective Qussim Dhatt, Borlú is enmeshed in a
sordid underworld of nationalists intent on destroying
their neighboring city, and unificationists who dream of
dissolving the two into one. As the detectives uncover
the dead woman’s secrets, they begin to suspect a truth
that could cost them more than their lives. What stands
against them are murderous powers in Beszel and in Ul
Qoma: and, most terrifying of all, that which lies between
these two cities. BONUS: This edition contains a The
City & The City discussion guide and excerpts from
China Miéville's Kraken and Embassytown.
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Documents the burgeoning Chinese presence in Africa
to examine China's potentially world-changing role in
reshaping Africa's culture and economy.
Jan Wong, a Canadian of Chinese descent, went to
China as a starry-eyed Maoist in 1972 at the height of
the Cultural Revolution. A true believer -- and one of only
two Westerners permitted to enroll at Beijing University -her education included wielding a pneumatic drill at the
Number One Machine Tool Factory. In the name of the
Revolution, she renounced rock and roll, hauled pig
manure in the paddy fields, and turned in a fellow
student who sought her help in getting to the United
States. She also met and married the only American
draft dodger from the Vietnam War to seek asylum in
China. Red China Blues begins as Wong's startling -and ironic -- memoir of her rocky six-year romance with
Maoism that began to sour as she became aware of the
harsh realities of Chinese communism and led to her
eventual repatriation to the West. Returning to China in
the late eighties as a journalist, she covered both the
brutal Tiananmen Square crackdown and the tumultuous
era of capitalist reforms under Deng Xiaoping. In a wry,
absorbing, and often surreal narrative, she relates the
horrors that led to her disillusionment with the "worker's
paradise." And through the stories of the people -- an
unhappy young woman who was sold into marriage,
China's most famous dissident, a doctor who lengthens
penises -- Wong creates an extraordinary portrait of the
world's most populous nation. In setting out to show
readers in the Western world what life is like in China,
and why we should care, Wong reacquaints herself with
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the old friends -- and enemies -- of her radical past, and
comes to terms with the legacies of her ancestral
homeland.
An eye-opening and previously untold story, Factory
Girls is the first look into the everyday lives of the migrant
factory population in China. China has 130 million
migrant workers—the largest migration in human history.
In Factory Girls, Leslie T. Chang, a former correspondent
for the Wall Street Journal in Beijing, tells the story of
these workers primarily through the lives of two young
women, whom she follows over the course of three years
as they attempt to rise from the assembly lines of
Dongguan, an industrial city in China’s Pearl River
Delta. As she tracks their lives, Chang paints a neverbefore-seen picture of migrant life—a world where nearly
everyone is under thirty; where you can lose your
boyfriend and your friends with the loss of a mobile
phone; where a few computer or English lessons can
catapult you into a completely different social class.
Chang takes us inside a sneaker factory so large that it
has its own hospital, movie theater, and fire department;
to posh karaoke bars that are fronts for prostitution; to
makeshift English classes where students shave their
heads in monklike devotion and sit day after day in front
of machines watching English words flash by; and back
to a farming village for the Chinese New Year, revealing
the poverty and idleness of rural life that drive young girls
to leave home in the first place. Throughout this riveting
portrait, Chang also interweaves the story of her own
family’s migrations, within China and to the West,
providing historical and personal frames of reference for
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her investigation. A book of global significance that
provides new insight into China, Factory Girls
demonstrates how the mass movement from rural
villages to cities is remaking individual lives and
transforming Chinese society, much as immigration to
America’s shores remade our own country a century
ago.
“THE BOOK CHINA DOESN'T WANT YOU TO
READ.”—CNN? A riveting insider's story of how the Party
and big money work in China today, by a man who, with
his wife, Whitney Duan, rose to the zenith of power and
wealth—and then fell out of favor. She was disappeared
four years ago. News of this book led to a phone call
from Whitney, proof that she's alive. As Desmond Shum
was growing up impoverished in China, he vowed his life
would be different. Through hard work and sheer tenacity
he earned an American college degree and returned to
his native country to establish himself in business. There,
he met his future wife, the highly intelligent and equally
ambitious Whitney Duan who was determined to make
her mark within China’s male-dominated society.
Whitney and Desmond formed an effective team and,
aided by relationships they formed with top members of
China’s Communist Party, the so-called red aristocracy,
he vaulted into China’s billionaire class. Soon they were
developing the massive air cargo facility at Beijing
International Airport, and they followed that feat with the
creation of one of Beijing’s premier hotels. They were
dazzlingly successful, traveling in private jets, funding
multi-million-dollar buildings and endowments, and
purchasing expensive homes, vehicles, and art. But in
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2017, their fates diverged irrevocably when Desmond,
while residing overseas with his son, learned that his
now ex-wife Whitney had vanished along with three
coworkers. This is both Desmond’s story and
Whitney’s, because she has not been able to tell it
herself.
One of The Economist's Best Books of the Year From
the bestselling author of Oracle Bones and River Town
comes the final book in his award-winning trilogy on the
human side of the economic revolution in China. Peter
Hessler, whom the Wall Street Journal calls "one of the
Western world's most thoughtful writers on modern
China," deftly illuminates the vast, shifting landscape of a
traditionally rural nation that, having once built walls
against foreigners, is now building roads and factory
towns that look to the outside world.
The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), launched by China in
2013, carries and projects powerful regional dimensions
and transformations, with short- and long-term global,
national and local consequences. The BRI’s regional
significance lies in its designation and creation of several
cross-border corridors that originate from inside China
and extend out into its neighbouring countries, and those
farther afield in Asia, Africa and Europe. Through driving
and facilitating new trade and infrastructure connections
along and beyond these corridors, the BRI has begun to
reshape the master processes of globalisation,
urbanisation and development by affecting the economic,
social and spatial fortunes of many countries and cities.
This book serves two purposes. First, through a new
framework and three case studies, it examines the BRI’s
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impacts on globalisation, urbanisation and development
via the China-Europe Freight Train, the paired
construction of a new city and railway across the ChinaLaos borderland and the port-park-city development
corridor between Djibouti and Ethiopia. Second, the
comparative analysis and evidence guide the book to
advance policy recommendations for targeted
stakeholders that can potentially turn the BRI into a
global public good with greater benefits and fewer risks.
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • A TODAY SHOW
#READWITHJENNA BOOK CLUB PICK! • The moving story
of an undocumented child living in poverty in the richest
country in the world—an incandescent debut from an
astonishing new talent “Heartrending, unvarnished, and
powerfully courageous, this account of growing up
undocumented in America will never leave you." —Gish Jen,
author of The Resisters In Chinese, the word for America, Mei
Guo, translates directly to “beautiful country.” Yet when
seven-year-old Qian arrives in New York City in 1994 full of
curiosity, she is overwhelmed by crushing fear and scarcity.
In China, Qian’s parents were professors; in America, her
family is “illegal” and it will require all the determination and
small joys they can muster to survive. In Chinatown, Qian’s
parents labor in sweatshops. Instead of laughing at her jokes,
they fight constantly, taking out the stress of their new life on
one another. Shunned by her classmates and teachers for
her limited English, Qian takes refuge in the library and
masters the language through books, coming to think of The
Berenstain Bears as her first American friends. And where
there is delight to be found, Qian relishes it: her first bite of
gloriously greasy pizza, weekly “shopping days,” when Qian
finds small treasures in the trash lining Brooklyn’s streets,
and a magical Christmas visit to Rockefeller
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Center—confirmation that the New York City she saw in
movies does exist after all. But then Qian’s headstrong Ma
Ma collapses, revealing an illness that she has kept secret for
months for fear of the cost and scrutiny of a doctor’s visit. As
Ba Ba retreats further inward, Qian has little to hold onto
beyond his constant refrain: Whatever happens, say that you
were born here, that you’ve always lived here. Inhabiting her
childhood perspective with exquisite lyric clarity and
unforgettable charm and strength, Qian Julie Wang has
penned an essential American story about a family fracturing
under the weight of invisibility, and a girl coming of age in the
shadows, who never stops seeking the light.
International Perspectives on the Belt and Road Initiative
investigates the most significant global?scale international
trade expansion and capital investment programme since the
Second World War. This book focusses on the multi-national
perspectives of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in order to
interrogate the Chinese government’s representation of it as
a symbol of "peace, cooperation, development and mutual
benefit." With specific focus on the interrelationship between
geopolitics, infrastructure investments and urban regional
development, the book reflects on 12 countries’ experiences
in depth, including those of Iran, Pakistan, Brazil, Thailand,
Indonesia, Japan and Ethiopia, specificly to their economic
development levels, political systems, power dynamics and
socio-environmental issues. The book clarifies and
contributes new knowledge on the nature of BRI concerning
its relationship to globalism, neo-colonialism, the notion of
developed vs developing countries and their institutions and
macro-micro benefits and impacts. In doing so, the book
offers a balanced account of the antagonistic geo-political
narrative of socio-political conflict and the collaborative
framework of real socio-economic flows and development.
The book will appeal to academics, researchers and policyPage 29/31
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makers with an interest in the BRI and its impacts on politicoeconomic development and urban, regional and spatial
systems in the Indo-Pacific and beyond.
“The little girl I was would have been thrilled to encounter
Meilan... having found a character who embraces the
complexity of being both Chinese and American, I would have
been able to echo her words: 'I am not alone.'” —New York
Times Book Review by Jean Kwok A family feud before the
start of seventh grade propels Meilan from Boston's
Chinatown to rural Ohio, where she must tap into her inner
strength and sense of justice to make a new place for herself
in this resonant debut. Meilan Hua's world is made up of a
few key ingredients: her family's beloved matriarch, Nai Nai;
the bakery her parents, aunts, and uncles own and run in
Boston's Chinatown; and her favorite Chinese fairy tales.
After Nai Nai passes, the family has a falling-out that sends
Meilan, her parents, and her grieving grandfather on the road
in search of a new home. They take a winding path across
the country before landing in Redbud, Ohio. Everything in
Redbud is the opposite of Chinatown, and Meilan's not quite
sure who she is--being renamed at school only makes it
worse. She decides she is many Meilans, each inspired by a
different Chinese character with the same pronunciation as
her name. Sometimes she is Mist, cooling and invisible; other
times, she's Basket, carrying her parents' hopes and dreams
and her guilt of not living up to them; and occasionally she is
bright Blue, the way she feels around her new friend Logan.
Meilan keeps her facets separate until an injustice at school
shows her the power of bringing her many selves together.
The Many Meanings of Meilan, written in stunning prose by
Andrea Wang, is an exploration of all the things it's possible
to grieve, the injustices large and small that make us rage,
and the peace that's unlocked when we learn to find home
within ourselves.
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As any traveler knows, some of the best and most honest
conversations take place during car rides. So, when a longtime NPR correspondent wanted to learn more about the real
China, he started driving a cab--and discovered a country
amid seismic political and economic change.
China--America's most important competitor--is at a turning
point. With economic growth slowing, Chinese people face
inequality and uncertainty as their leaders tighten control at
home and project power abroad. In this adventurous, original
book, NPR correspondent Frank Langfitt describes how he
created a free taxi service--offering rides in exchange for
illuminating conversation--to go beyond the headlines and get
to know a wide range of colorful, compelling characters
representative of the new China. They include folks like
"Beer," a slippery salesman who tries to sell Langfitt a used
car; Rocky, a farm boy turned Shanghai lawyer; and Chen,
who runs an underground Christian church and moves his
family to America in search of a better, freer life. Blending
unforgettable characters, evocative travel writing, and
insightful political analysis, The Shanghai Free Taxi is a
sharply observed and surprising book that will help readers
make sense of the world's other superpower at this
extraordinary moment.
Country DrivingA Chinese Road TripHarper Perennial
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