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This collection of original articles focuses on the
function, role, and structure of linguistic and
extralinguistic “context(s)” in relation to the notion of
“constructions” and in construction grammar. It thus
takes up and brings together two equally complex
concepts of linguistics, which both encompass
structural as well as pragmatic and discourseoriented aspects. Although both notions – contexts
as well as constructions – have been under intense
discussion in linguistics during the last decades with
a wide span of research interests, integrative studies
of these aspects have been largely missing. The
eight papers presented in this volume explore the
possibilities and risks of integrating context(s) into
particular constructions and construction grammar in
general. Topics range from particular language and
construction-specific problems such as the
"polysemy" of modal verbs in relation to contextsensitive constructions, to general technical
analyses and proposals, including proposals for
formalizing contextual features in constructional
representations. The volume will be of interest to
scholars and advanced undergraduates interested in
linguistic theory in general and in constructional,
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pragmatic and discourse-analytic approaches in
particular.
The last decade has seen a rise in popularity in
construction-based approaches to grammar. The
various approaches within the rubric 'construction
grammar' all see language as a network of
constructions-pairings of form and meaning.
Construction Grammar, as a kind of cognitive
linguistics, differs significantly from mainstream
generative grammar as espoused by Chomsky and
his followers. Advocates of Construction Grammar
see it as a psychologically plausible theory of human
language. As such, it is capable of providing a
principled account of language acquisition, language
variation and language change. Research in
Construction Grammar also includes
multidisciplinary cognitive studies in
psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, and
computational linguistics. The Oxford Handbook of
Construction Grammar is the first authoritative
reference work solely dedicated to Construction
Grammar. Divided into five sections, the book will be
an invaluable resource that students and scholars
alike can turn to for a comprehensive account of
current work on Construction Grammar, its
theoretical foundations, and its applications to and
relationship with other kinds of linguistic enquiry.
The study investigates how Turkish speakers of
English use the auxiliary verb constructions
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regarding tense, aspect and voice. Also, the theme
of the study brings together Construction Grammar
and second language acquisition (SLA) studies. In
this context, the study investigates if there were
similarities or differences between the produced
constructions of native speakers and Turkish
speakers of English. In addition to this, the
constructions produced by the Turkish speakers of
English were also analyzed in terms of
appropriateness, and any ill-formed constructions
were scrutinized in detail to understand if deviations
occurred because of negative transfer of Turkish
grammar. For the purpose of the study, a particularly
designed questionnaire was implemented to 34
Turkish speakers of English and 11 native speakers
of American English. During the analysis, the
obtained results were analyzed in a combined
analysis section and in a qualitative analysis section.
The analysis of the data showed that Turkish
speakers of English used the passive voice
constructions and perfect aspect constructions less
than the native speakers, and they used the
progressive aspect constructions more than the
native speakers. However, the tense preferences of
the native speakers and Turkish speakers of English
were similar. Also, in terms of transfer theory,
especially the qualitative analysis of deviations
pointed out the signs of negative transfer in the
interlanguage of Turkish speakers of English.
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Construction Grammar as a framework offers a new
perspective on traditional historical questions in
diachronic linguistics and language change: how do
new constructions arise, how should competition in
diachronic variation be accounted for, how do
constructions fall into disuse, and how do
constructions change in general, formally and/or
semantically, and with what implications for the
language system as a whole? This volume offers a
broad introduction to the confluence of Construction
Grammar and historical syntax, and also detailed
case studies of various instances of syntactic
change modeled within Construction Grammar. The
volume demonstrates that Construction Grammar as
a theory is particularly well suited for modeling
historical changes in morphosyntax, and it also
documents challenging new phenomena that require
a theoretical account within any competing
framework of syntactic change.
An important and original work by one the world's
leading linguistic theorists. Radical Construction
Grammar presents a profound critique of syntactic
theory, offers a new approach to syntax, and
uncovers the real universals of grammar. It will
particularly interest those concerned with theories of
grammar and language typology, and with
mind/language relations.
In this book, Martin Hilpert lays out how Construction
Grammar can be applied to the study of language
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change. In a series of ten lectures on Diachronic
Construction Grammar, the book presents the
theoretical foundations, open questions, and
methodological approaches that inform the
constructional analysis of diachronic processes in
language. The lectures address issues such as
constructional networks, competition between
constructions, shifts in collocational preferences, and
differentiation and attraction in constructional
change. The book features analyses that utilize
modern corpus-linguistic methodologies and that
draw on current theoretical discussions in usagebased linguistics. It is relevant for researchers and
students in cognitive linguistics, corpus linguistics,
and historical linguistics. 0Also available in Open
Access.
This book investigates the nature of generalization in
language and examines how language is known by
adults and acquired by children. It looks at how and
why constructions are learned, the relation between
their forms and functions, and how cross-linguistic
and language-internal generalizations about them
can be explained. Constructions at Work is divided
into three parts: in the first Professor Goldberg
provides an overview of constructionist approaches,
including the constructionist approach to argument
structure, and argues for a usage-based model of
grammar. In Part II she addresses issues concerning
how generalizations are constrained and
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constructional generalizations are learned. In Part III
the author shows that a combination of function and
processing accounts for a wide range of languageinternal and cross-linguistic generalizations. She
then considers the degree to which the function of
constructions explains their distribution and
examines cross-linguistic tendencies in argument
realization. She demonstrates that pragmatic and
cognitive processes account for the data without
appeal to stipulations that are language-specific.
This book is an important contribution to the study of
how language operates in the mind and in the world
and how these operations relate. It is of central
interest for scholars and graduate-level students in
all branches of theoretical linguistics and
psycholinguistics. It will also appeal to cognitive
scientists and philosophers concerned with language
and its acquisition.
"This volume provides a general overview of SignBased Construction Grammar (SBCG), the synthesis
of Berkeley Construction Grammar and Head-Driven
Phrase Structure Grammar that emerged from a
decade of interactions between Ivan Sag, Charles
Fillmore, Paul Kay and Laura Michaelis. The papers
collected here also demonstrate the analytic value of
SBCG for a variety of linguistic problems -- some old
chestnuts, others untouched by 'mainstream'
theories."--P. [4] of cover.
This study applies the Construction Grammar approach
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to analyze L1 Chinese learners' acquisition of the
Japanese constructions with NO and investigates
whether and how constructional transfer from L1 impacts
the acquisition of the target construction in L2. The
Construction Grammar approach holds that
constructions are form-meaning pairings and primitives
of language representation. The present study
investigates the acquisition of the notoriously difficult
Japanese constructions with NO and conducts an indepth contrast with the seemingly related Chinese
constructions with DE. In particular, this study examines
three types of Japanese constructions with NO, namely,
the [NP NO NP], [Clause NO], and [Clause NO(DA)]
constructions, which are also referred to as prenominal,
nominalization, and modal constructions, respectively.
The Chinese constructions with DE which are the [XP
DE NP], [Clause DE], and [(SHI) Clause DE]
constructions are also examined to illustrate that they are
significantly different constructions from the Japanese
constructions with NO and are only superficially similar.
This study also emphasizes the practical application of
the theoretical framework to learning and teaching. By
conducting a contrastive study of learners with different
L1 backgrounds, this study describes the acquisition
patterns by L1 Chinese learners as well as L1 English
and Korean learners and how constructional similarities
and differences impact the acquisition patterns at
different proficiency levels. When there are constructions
in L1 that are similar to the target construction in L2,
learners have an advantage in learning the L2
construction. This can be observed in the case of L1
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Korean learners when they acquire the Japanese
[Clause NO] construction. Since the Korean [Clause
KES] and the Japanese [Clause NO] constructions
largely parallel each other in the form-meaning pairing,
L1 Korean learners benefit from the constructional
similarities and exhibit a significantly higher frequency of
use and lower error rates at all proficiency levels than the
other language groups. On the other hand, when there
are constructions in L1 which do not overlap with the
target constructions, then the L2 learners encounter
learning difficulties with a low frequency of use and high
error rates. This can be observed in the acquisition of the
Japanese [Clause NO(DA)] construction by Chinese and
English speakers. When there are constructions in L1
which are partially similar to the target constructions,
learners may have misleading association of their L1
construction to the target construction and thus have
relatively high error rates and persistent error patterns.
This is manifested in the case of Chinese speakers when
they acquire the Japanese [NP NO NP] construction.
This study also investigates external factors such as
textbooks and offers targeted and practical pedagogical
implications for the teaching of the Japanese
constructions in question. Although the focus is on L1
Chinese learners, similar research can also be extended
to other L1 language learners.
Current research within the framework of Construction
Grammar (CxG) has mainly adopted a theoretical or
descriptive approach, neglecting the more applied
perspective and especially the question of how language
acquisition and pedagogy can benefit from a CxG-based
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approach. The present volume explores various aspects
of “Applied Construction Grammar” through a collection
of studies that apply CxG and CxG-inspired approaches
to relevant issues in L2 acquisition and teaching. Relying
on empirical data and covering a wide range of
constructions and languages, the chapters show how the
cross-fertilization of CxG and L2 acquisition/teaching can
improve the description of learners’ use of
constructions, provide theoretical insights into the
processes underlying their acquisition (e.g. with
reference to inheritance links or transfer from the L1), or
lead to novel teaching practices and resources aimed to
help learners make the generalizations that native
speakers make naturally from the input they receive.
This collective volume contains thirty six original studies
on various aspects of Ancient Greek language,
linguistics and philology written by an international group
of leading authorities in the field. The essays are
organized in five thematic groups covering a wide variety
of issues of ancient Greek linguistics, ranging from
epigraphy and the study of individual dialects to various
other aspects of the structure of the language, such as
phonetics and phonology, morphology, lexicon and word
formation, etymology, metrics as well as many syntactic
matters and problems of pragmatics and stylistics of the
language; a number of essays move in the middle
ground where language, linguistics and philology
crosscut and cross-fertilize each other with the
application of linguistic theory to the study of classical
texts. The work is of special relevance to scholars
interested in Greek linguistics in general and in particular
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aspects of the Greek language.
On the basis of synchronic and diachronic data analysis,
the volume takes a close look at the synchronic layers of
binominal size noun and type noun uses (a bunch/a load
of X; a sort of X; a Y type of X) and reconsiders the
framework of grammaticalization in view of issues raised
by the phrases under discussion. As a result, a
construction grammar-approach to grammaticalization is
developed which does justice to the syntagmatic lexical,
or collocational, reclustering observed in the data within
an eclectic cognitive-functional approach.
The present volume consists of several novel and
different applications of the Construction Grammar
framework to areas such as language change, variation,
and the internal organization of grammar. The book is a
collection of articles which bring together the framework
of Construction Grammar and the constantly changing
language system. Thereby, two main questions are
addressed which are of paramount interest to linguists
working with the notion of grammatical construction:
Where do constructions come from? And, how are the
grammatical constructions in a given language organized
to form the coherent whole which we refer to as
“grammar”? The book connects the latest developments
in grammatical theory and Construction Grammar with
empirical findings and data, language-specific research
traditions, and cross-language issues. It is aimed at
linguists interested in Construction Grammar,
constructional approaches to grammar more generally,
language variation and change, and the internal
architecture of grammar.
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Drawing on work in linguistics, language acquisition, and
computer science, Adele E. Goldberg proposes that
grammatical constructions play a central role in the
relation between the form and meaning of simple
sentences. She demonstrates that the syntactic patterns
associated with simple sentences are imbued with
meaning—that the constructions themselves carry
meaning independently of the words in a sentence.
Goldberg provides a comprehensive account of the
relation between verbs and constructions, offering ways
to relate verb and constructional meaning, and to capture
relations among constructions and generalizations over
constructions. Prototypes, frame semantics, and
metaphor are shown to play crucial roles. In addition,
Goldberg presents specific analyses of several
constructions, including the ditransitive and the
resultative constructions, revealing systematic semantic
generalizations. Through a comparison with other current
approaches to argument structure phenomena, this book
narrows the gap between generative and cognitive
theories of language.
Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade:
1,0, University of Hamburg (Institut für Anglistik und
Amerikanistik ), course: Parts of Speech , 6 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: This term
paper is concerning Construction Grammar and the way
it attempts to handle parts of speech categories like
nouns, verbs and adjectives. The seminar this paper was
written for proved in a manifold of ways that when we
restrict ourselves to the categories provided by traditional
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grammar, we may face serious difficulties which call into
question the fundamental categorizations of such
grammar. These problems, or potential problems, are the
subject matter of the first part of this paper. In the second
part, I will give an overview of Construction Grammar.
Since the concept of construction is central to
Construction Grammar, I will first clarify the notion of
construction outside of the Construction Grammar
framework in 2.1., before moving to an account in 2.2 of
those features that can be seen as the smallest common
denominator for defining constructions within different
Construction Grammars. One of my principal findings is
the differing manners in which Construction Grammars in
general, and a specific variant of Construction Grammar,
namely Croft’s Radical Construction Grammar, address
the issue of parts of speech. Part three will present
Croft’s grammar as an answer to one of the central
questions raised in this seminar, namely, which model is
most adequate for categorising word classes in a single
language like English but also in a cross-linguistic sense.
This examination will be followed by some concluding
remarks in part four.
This collection of papers brings together contributions
from experts in functional linguistics and in Construction
Grammar approaches, with the aim of exploring the
concept of construction from different angles and trying
to arrive at a better understanding of what a construction
is, and what roles constructions play in the frameworks
which can be located within a multidimensional functionalcognitive space. At the same time, the volume has a
historical dimension, for instance in plotting the
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developments which led to recent models. The book is
organised in three sections: the first deals with particular
theoretical issues, the second is devoted to the recent
Lexical Constructional Model, and the third presents a
number of analyses of specific constructions. The
volume thus makes an important contribution to the
ongoing debate about the relationship between
functionalist and constructionist models.

This book takes an integrated approach to the fields
of Corpus Linguistics, Construction Grammar, and
World Englishes through a thorough constructional
and corpus-based examination of the patterning of
the versatile high-frequency verb make in British
English and New Englishes. It contributes to
Construction Grammar theory by adopting a verbbased, rather than construction-based, perspective
on argument structure. This allows the probing of the
interface between verb-independent generalizations
and item-specificity from an underexplored angle
that offers new insights into the shape of the
constructicon. From a variationist perspective, it
seeks to (i) identify features of New Englishes and
gauge whether these features exhibit traces of
conventionalization, and (ii) assess whether the
degree of institutionalization of the New Englishes
correlates with linguistic behavior, both from a social
and cognitive perspective, thereby contributing to the
budding effort to integrate the cognitive and social
dimensions into the modeling of linguistic variation in
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World Englishes.
The argument structure of verbs, defined as the part
of grammar that deals with how participants in verbal
events are expressed in clauses, is a classical topic
in linguistics that has received considerable attention
in the literature. This book investigates argument
structure in English from a usage-based perspective,
taking the view that the cognitive representation of
grammar is shaped by language use, and that
crucial aspects of grammatical organization are tied
to the frequency with which words and syntactic
constructions are used. On the basis of several case
studies combining quantitative corpus studies and
psycholinguistic experiments, it is shown how a
usage-based approach sheds new light on a number
of issues in argument realization and offers
frequency-based explanations for its organizing
principles at three levels of generality: verbs,
constructions, and argument structure alternations.
In recent years there has been a resurgence of
interest in grammatical constructionsunits of
grammar representing formmeaning
correspondences. The movement in which
Construction Grammar, as developed by Charles
Fillmore and Paul Kay, has played a significant role,
has arisen in part as aresponse to the Chomskyan
modular approach, which treats grammatical
constructions as epiphenomenal, dismantling their
component features and attributing these to general
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principles of grammar. This volume is the first
collection to focus on grammatical constructions per
se, and is dedicated to Charles Fillmore in
recognition of his leadership in the field. The papers
all reflect or elaborate on his work, which shows how
lexicon, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics interact
in givingconstructions their individual holistic
characters as basic units of grammar. Several
approaches to constructions are represented here,
dealing with topics that range from idiomatized
constructions to traditional forms such as
conditionals, relative clauses, and benefactive
constructions. A unifying thread is the shared
conviction that close examination of the nature
ofgrammatical constructions, with particular
emphasis on their idiosyncrasies and on the complex
interrelationships among their forms, functions,
meanings, and uses in ordinary speech and writing,
provides a rich foundation upon which to build a
theory of cognition, memory, and grammar.
There are two prominent schools in linguistics:
Minimalism (Chomsky) and Construction Grammar
(Goldberg, Tomasello). Minimalism comes with the
claim that our linguistic capabilities consist of an
abstract, binary combinatorial operation (Merge) and
a lexicon. Most versions of Construction Grammar
assume that language consists of flat phrasal
schemata that contribute their own meaning and
may license additional arguments. This book
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examines a variant of Lexical Functional Grammar,
which is lexical in principle but was augmented by
tools that allow for the description of phrasal
constructions in the Construction Grammar sense.
These new tools include templates that can be used
to model inheritance hierarchies and a resource
driven semantics. The resource driven semantics
makes it possible to reach the effects that lexical
rules had, for example remapping of arguments, by
semantic means. The semantic constraints can be
evaluated in the syntactic component, which is
basically similar to the delayed execution of lexical
rules. So this is a new formalization that might be
suitable to provide solutions to longstanding
problems that are not available for other
formalizations. While the authors suggest a lexical
treatment of many phenomena and only assume
phrasal constructions for selected phenomena like
benefactive and resultative constructions in English,
it can be shown that even these two constructions
should not be treated phrasally in English and that
the analysis would not extend to other languages as
for instance German. I show that the new formal
tools do not really improve the situation and many of
the basic conceptual problems remain. Since this
specific proposal fails for two constructions, it follows
that proposals (in the same framework) that assume
phrasal analyses for all constructions are not
appropriate either. The conclusion is that lexical
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models are needed and this entails that the
schemata that combine syntactic objects are rather
abstract (as in Categorial Grammar, Minimalism,
HPSG and standard LFG). On the other hand there
are constructions that should be treated by very
specific, phrasal schemata as in Construction
Grammar and LFG and HPSG. So the conclusion is
that both schools are right (and wrong) and that a
combination of ideas from both camps is needed.
ConstructionsA Construction Grammar Approach to
Argument StructureUniversity of Chicago Press
This handbook compares the main analytic
frameworks and methods of contemporary
linguistics. It offers a unique overview of linguistic
theory, revealing the common concerns of
competing approaches. By showing their current and
potential applications it provides the means by which
linguists and others can judge what are the most
useful models for the task in hand. Distinguished
scholars from all over the world explain the rationale
and aims of over thirty explanatory approaches to
the description, analysis, and understanding of
language. Each chapter considers the main goals of
the model; the relation it proposes from between
lexicon, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, and
phonology; the way it defines the interactions
between cognition and grammar; what it counts as
evidence; and how it explains linguistic change and
structure. The Oxford Handbook of Linguistic
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Analysis offers an indispensable guide for everyone
researching any aspect of language including those
in linguistics, comparative philology, cognitive
science, developmental philology, cognitive science,
developmental psychology, computational science,
and artificial intelligence. This second edition has
been updated to include seven new chapters looking
at linguistic units in language acquisition,
conversation analysis, neurolinguistics, experimental
phonetics, phonological analysis, experimental
semantics, and distributional typology.
The field of constructionist linguistics is rapidly
expanding, as research on a broad variety of
language phenomena is increasingly informed by
constructionist ideas about grammar. This volume is
comprised of 11 original research articles
representing several emerging new research
directions in construction grammar, which, together,
offer a rich picture of the various directions in which
the field seems to be moving.
Abstract: "This paper describes a new,
psychologically-plausible model of human sentence
interpretation, based on a new model of linguistic
structure, Construction Grammar. This on-line,
parallel, probabilistic interpreter accounts for a wide
variety of psycholinguistic results on lexical access,
idiom processiong, parsing preferences, and studies
of gap- filling and other valence ambiguities,
including various frequency effects. We show that
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many of these results derive from the fundamental
assumptions of Construction Grammar that lexical
idioms, idioms, and syntactic structures are uniformly
represented as grammatical constructions, and
argue for the use of probabilistically-enriched
grammars and interpreters as models of human
knowledge and of processing of language."
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds
to this rapidly developing field. General problems are
studied from the perspective of individual languages,
language families, language groups, or language
samples. Conclusions are the result of a deepened
study of empirical data. Special emphasis is given to
little-known languages, whose analysis may shed
new light on long-standing problems in general
linguistics.
This Handbook is the first authoritative reference
work solely dedicated to the theory, method, and
applications of Construction Grammar, and will be a
resource that students and scholars alike can turn to
for a representative overview of its many subtheories and applications.
In Ten Lectures on Construction Grammar and
Typology, William Croft presents a unified theory of
linguistic form and meaning that encompasses
crosslinguistic diversity, verbalization and language
change.
How can insights from Construction Grammar (CxG)
be applied to foreign language learning (FLL) and
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foreign language teaching (FLT)? This volume
explores several aspects of Pedagogical
Construction Grammar, with a specific look at issues
relevant to second language acquisition, FLL, and
FLT. The contributions in this volume discuss a wide
range of constructions, as well as different
resources, methodologies, and data used to learn
constructions in the language classroom. More
specifically, they seek to provide answers to the
following questions: What do new constructional
approaches to teaching and learning foreign
language look like that take the insights of CxG
seriously? What should electronic resources using
constructions and semantic frames for foreign
language instruction look like? How should
constructions (pairings of form with
meaning/function) in the foreign language classroom
be introduced? What role does frequency play in
learning constructions in the language classroom?
What types of strategies does CxG offer to facilitate
the acquisition of a second language? This volume is
relevant for anyone interested in second language
acquisition, foreign language pedagogy,
Construction Grammar, and Cognitive Linguistics.
This volume brings together empirical Construction
Grammar studies to (i) promote cross-fertilization
between researchers interested in constructional
approaches on various languages, and (ii) further the
growing trend towards empirically rigorous research
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that takes seriously a commitment not only to usagebased theories, but also to usage-based
methodologies. Accordingly, the chapters in this
volume comprise a range of studies not based on
synchronic contemporary English but include Dutch,
old English, Italian, and Spanish. This volume also
features studies from a wider range of statistical
sophistication: some chapters use more traditional
frequency- and attestation-based approaches, some
chapters use inferential statistical techniques to
explore lexically specific preferences and patterns in
constructional slots, and some chapters use
multifactorial hypothesis-testing techniques or
multivariate exploratory tools to discover patterns in
corpus data that a mere eye-balling or simple
statistical tools would not uncover.
The papers in this volume provide a contrastive
application of Construction Grammar. By referencing
a well-described constructional phenomenon in
English, each paper provides a solid foundation for
describing and analyzing its constructional
counterpart in another language. This approach
shows that the semantic description (including
discourse-pragmatic and functional factors) of an
English construction can be regarded as a first step
towards a "tertium comparationis" that can be
employed for comparing and contrasting the formal
properties of constructional counterparts in other
languages. Thus, the meaning pole of constructions
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should be regarded as the primary basis for
comparisons of constructions across languages –
the form pole is only secondary. This volume shows
that constructions are viable descriptive and
analytical tools for cross-linguistic comparisons that
make it possible to capture both language-specific
(idiosyncratic) properties as well as cross-linguistic
generalizations.
This book is a detailed study of the possessive
semantic space within the framework of construction
grammar. Using corpus data from Old Church
Slavonic and Old Russian, the book uses semantic
maps to document the relationship between form
and meaning in a set of semantically closely related
syntactic constructions that can all express
adnominal possession and all partially overlap. The
book also traces the development of these
constructions from the earliest Slavic attestations
towards Modern Russian, thus also using the
semantic maps as a diachronic tool. This approach
results in a much improved analysis of the data at
hand: The competing possessive constructions are
treated as partly synonymous constructions in the
same semantic space. Changes are then seen to
follow paths in this space. The constructionist
perspective also allows discerning the relative
contributions of the possessor nominal, the
possessee nominal and properties of the
constructions themselves. The book is a contribution
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to Slavic historical linguistics, to the general
understanding of adnominal possession and to
forwarding functionalist approaches to syntactic
change.
Construction Grammar explains how knowledge of
language is organized in speakers' minds. The
central and radical claim of Construction Grammar is
that linguistic knowledge can be fully described as
knowledge of constructions, which are defined as
symbolic units that connect a linguistic form with
meaning.
Why our use of language is highly creative yet also
constrained We use words and phrases creatively to express
ourselves in ever-changing contexts, readily extending
language constructions in new ways. Yet native speakers
also implicitly know when a creative and easily interpretable
formulation—such as “Explain me this” or “She considered to
go”—doesn’t sound quite right. In this incisive book, Adele
Goldberg explores how these creative but constrained
language skills emerge from a combination of general
cognitive mechanisms and experience. Shedding critical light
on an enduring linguistic paradox, Goldberg demonstrates
how words and abstract constructions are generalized and
constrained in the same ways. When learning language, we
record partially abstracted tokens of language within the highdimensional conceptual space that is used when we speak or
listen. Our implicit knowledge of language includes
dimensions related to form, function, and social context. At
the same time, abstract memory traces of linguistic usageevents cluster together on a subset of dimensions, with
overlapping aspects strengthened via repetition. In this way,
dynamic categories that correspond to words and abstract
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constructions emerge from partially overlapping memory
traces, and as a result, distinct words and constructions
compete with one another each time we select them to
express our intended messages. While much of the research
on this puzzle has favored semantic or functional
explanations over statistical ones, Goldberg’s approach
stresses that both the functional and statistical aspects of
constructions emerge from the same learning mechanisms.
Includes selected classic and contemporary papers in four
areas, this text introduces each field, providing technical
background for the non-specialist and explaining the
underlying connections across the disciplines.
This study offers a Construction Grammar approach to the
historical development and modern usage of future
constructions in English, German, Dutch, Danish, and
Swedish. On the basis of corpus data, constructions such as
English be going to or German werden are analyzed as
symbolic units that convey a range of temporal and modal
meanings. A special focus lies on the main verbs that occur
with these constructions. Statistical co-occurrence patterns
between constructions and lexical items guide the semantic
analyses in this study: It is argued that a construction that
conventionally occurs with main verbs such as write or speak
differs functionally from a construction that typically occurs
with verbs such as rain or increase. The same approach is
also applied historically: If a construction co-occurs with
different main verbs at subsequent stages in time, this is seen
as a sign of semantic change.
The last few years have seen a steadily increasing interest in
constructional approaches to language contact. This volume
builds on previous constructionist work, in particular
Diasystematic Construction Grammar (DCxG) and the volume
Constructions in Contact (2018) and extends its methodology
and insights in three major ways. First, it presents new
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constructional research on a wide range of language contact
scenarios including Afrikaans, American Sign Language,
English, French, Malayalam, Norwegian, Spanish, Welsh, as
well as contact scenarios that involve typologically different
languages. Second, it also addresses other types of
scenarios that do not fall into the classic language contact
category, such as multilingual practices and language
acquisition as emerging multilingualism. Third, it aims to
integrate constructionist views on language contact and
multilingualism with other approaches that focus on structural,
social, and cognitive aspects. The volume demonstrates that
Construction Grammar is a framework particularly well suited
for analyzing a wide variety of language contact phenomena
from a usage-based perspective.
This volume brings into focus the conceptual roots of the
notion ‘grammatical construction’ as the theoretical entity
that constitutes the backbone of Construction Grammar, a
unique grammatical model in which grammatical
constructions have the status of elementary building blocks of
human language. By exploring the analytic potential and
applicability of this notion, the contributions illustrate some of
the fundamental concerns of constructional research. These
include issues of sentence structure in a model that rejects
the autonomy of syntax; the contribution of Frame Semantics
in establishing the relationship between syntactic patterning
and the lexical meaning of verbs; and the challenge of
capturing the dynamic and variable nature of grammatical
structure in a systematic way. All the authors share a
commitment to studying grammar in its use, which gives the
book a rich empirical dimension that draws on authentic data
from typologically diverse languages.
While verb classes are a mainstay of linguistic research, the
field lacks consensus on precisely what constitutes a verb
class. This book presents a novel approach to verb classes,
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employing a bottom-up, corpus-based methodology and
combining key insights from Frame Semantics, Construction
Grammar, and Valency Grammar. On this approach, verb
classes are formulated at varying granularity levels to
adequately capture both the shared semantic and syntactic
properties unifying verbs of a class and the idiosyncratic
properties unique to individual verbs. In-depth analyses
based on this approach shed light on the interrelations
between verbs, frame-semantics, and constructions, and on
the semantic richness and network organization of
grammatical constructions. This approach is extended to a
comparison of Change and Theft verbs, revealing unexpected
lexical and syntactic differences across semantically distinct
classes. Finally, a range of contrastive (German–English)
analyses demonstrate how verb classes can inform the crosslinguistic comparison of verbs and constructions.
Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2016 im Fachbereich Anglistik Linguistik, Note: 1,3, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena
(Institut für Anglistik/Amerikanistik), Veranstaltung: Cognitive
Linguistics: Construction Grammar, Sprache: Deutsch,
Abstract: For more than 20 years now, the concept of
constructions has been playing a more and more important
role in theories of language acquisition and language use. In
the 1980s Fillmore, Kay and O’Conner were the first linguists
interested in constructionist approaches; and with her two
books Constructions: A Construction Grammar Approach to
Argument Structure and Construction at Work: The Nature of
Generalization in Language Goldberg eventually paved the
way for this alternative view on grammar. By now,
Construction Grammar has become a wellaccepted
descriptive and processing model that is based on a
substantial body of scientific publications. However, the big
interest of Construction Grammar research in first language
acquisition and native speakers’ language use contrasts the
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little interest in the branch of second language acquisition. It
is only recently that linguists have approached the question
whether second language learners’ linguistic competence
relies on constructions as well. Hence, it is no surprise that
there has been only little interest in application of
Construction Grammar in second language teaching as well.
In my opinion, this is a wasted opportunity. If Construction
Grammar is widely accepted in the field of first language
acquisition, it is also necessary to transfer this concept to
second language acquisition and teaching in order to create
suitable teaching materials and methods. Thus, this paper is
supposed to advocate an applied Construction Grammar in
second language teaching.
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