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Constructed Language And Linguistic Theory
This book explores the reflexivity of language both from the perspective of the lay
speaker and the linguistic analyst. Linguistic inquiry is conditional upon linguistic
reflexivity, but so is language. Without linguistic reflexivity, we would not be able
to make sense of everyday linguistic communication, and the idea of a language
would not be conceivable. Not even fundamental notions such as words or
meaning would exist. Linguistic reflexivity is a feature of the communication
process, and it essentially depends on situated participants and time. It is a
defining characteristic of the human language but despite its obvious importance,
it is not very well understood theoretically, and it is strangely under-researched
empirically. Throughout history and in modern linguistics, it has mostly either
been taken for granted, misconstrued, or ignored. Only integrational linguistics
fully recognizes its specifically linguistic implications. However, integrational
linguistics does not provide the necessary methodological basis for investigating
linguistic phenomena empirically. This catch-22 situation means that the goal of
the book is twofold: one part is to explore the reflexivity of language theoretically,
and the other part is to propose an applied integrational linguistics and to
implement this proposal in practice.
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This accessible textbook is the only introduction to linguistics in which each
chapter is written by an expert who teaches courses on that topic, ensuring
balanced and uniformly excellent coverage of the full range of modern linguistics.
Assuming no prior knowledge the text offers a clear introduction to the traditional
topics of structural linguistics (theories of sound, form, meaning, and language
change), and in addition provides full coverage of contextual linguistics, including
separate chapters on discourse, dialect variation, language and culture, and the
politics of language. There are also up-to-date separate chapters on language
and the brain, computational linguistics, writing, child language acquisition, and
second-language learning. The breadth of the textbook makes it ideal for
introductory courses on language and linguistics offered by departments of
English, sociology, anthropology, and communications, as well as by linguistics
departments.
From being the occupation of a marginal (and frequently marginalised) group of
researchers, the linguistic analysis of machine-readable language corpora has
moved to the mainstream of research on the English language. In this process an
impressive body of results has accumulated which, over and above the intrinsic
descriptive interest it holds for students of the English language, forces a major
and systematic re-thinking of foundational issues in linguistic theory. Corpus
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linguistics and linguistic theory was accordingly chosen as the motto for the
twentieth annual gathering of ICAME, the International Computer Archive of
Modern/ Medieval English, which was hosted by the University of Freiburg
(Germany) in 1999. The present volume, which presents selected papers from
this conference, thus builds on previous successful work in the computer-aided
description of English and at the same time represents an attempt at stock-taking
and methodological reflection in a linguistic subdiscipline that has clearly come of
age.Contributions cover all levels of linguistic description - from phonology/
prosody, through grammar and semantics to discourse-analytical issues such as
genre or gender-specific linguistic usage. They are united by a desire to further
the dialogue between the corpus-linguistic community and researchers working in
other traditions. Thereby, the atmosphere ranges from undisguised skepticism
(as expressed by Noam Chomsky in an interview which is part of the opening
contribution by Bas Aarts) to empirically substantiated optimism (as, for example,
in Bernadette Vine's significantly titled contribution Getting things done).
In Linguistic Theory, Robert de Beaugrande analyses linguistic theories not as
abstract ideas or theses, but as the process and product of theoretical discourse.
He argues that the best documentation of this discourse can be found in the
'fundamental' works of major linguists from Ferdinand de Saussure to Teun van
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Dijk and Walter Kintsch. He therefore employs the highly unusual strategy of a
close reading of these works as discourse performances and strives to uncover
their main points and characteristic moves in the linguist's own words. Through
this approach, the reader is able to appreciate and understand the variety and
controversy among linguistic theories as they have emerged and developed in
interaction with each other. Special scrutiny is allocated to the issue of how far
the active practice of the linguists followed their own theories and proposals, and
why. The author concludes by assessing the prospects for linguistics to be drawn
from the retrospect in the previous chapters.
The annual Going Romance conference has developed into the major European
discussion forum for theoretically relevant research on Romance languages
where current ideas about language in general and about Romance languages in
particular are tested. The twenty-fourth Going Romance conference was
organized by the Leiden University Centre of Linguistics (LUCL) and took place in
Leiden on 9–11 December 2010. The present volume contains a selective
collection of peer-reviewed articles (10 out of approximately 30 contributions)
dealing with poignant issues in syntax, phonology, morphology, and semantics of
the Romance languages. The innovative character of the proposals as well as
the discussions of various interface issues offered by the papers contained in this
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volume are interesting for both Romance scholars and other linguists. Among the
contributions are the papers presented by the invited speaker M. Rita Manzini
and of prominent linguists such as João Costa, Viviane Deprez and David
Embick.
This book is based on the results of research in language typology, and
motivated by the need for a theory to explain them. The essence of the approach
is (a) that almost all aspects of grammatical structure are language specific, and
(b) that language universals are to be found in conceptual structure and in the
mapping of conceptual structure on to linguistic form. It proposes intimate links
between syntactic and semantic structures, and argues that the basic elements
of any language are not syntactic but syntactic-semantic 'Gestalts'. Professor
Croft puts forward a new approach to syntactic representation and a new model
of how language and languages work. He covers a wide range of syntactic
phenomena, illustrating these with examples that show the varied grammatical
structures of the world's languages. The book will be accessible all linguists at
graduate level and beyond.
An important and original work by one the world's leading linguistic theorists.
Radical Construction Grammar presents a profound critique of syntactic theory,
offers a new approach to syntax, and uncovers the real universals of grammar. It
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will particularly interest those concerned with theories of grammar and language
typology, and with mind/language relations.
This volume presents a selection of the best papers from the 2000 'Going
Romance' conference, held in Utrecht. The papers discuss current topics in
formal syntax in Romance languages.
This volume contains a selection of 18 peer-reviewed papers presented at the 31st edition of
Going Romance. Phenomena found in Romance languages (European Portuguese, French,
Italian, Spanish, Romanian), in Romance dialects (Cosentino, Salentino, southern Calabrese,
Neapolitan, and Trevigiano), and even in creoles with a Romance lexifier (Makista and
Kristang) either benefit from in-depth analyses confined to one single variety, or are subjected
to comparative analysis (dialect vs standard language, dialect vs different major language(s),
cross-dialectal comparison, cross-Romance comparison, and even comparison of language
families). Theoretical and experimental approaches complement one another, as do diachrony
and synchrony. Individually and as a whole, these contributions show how the Romance
languages contribute to a better understanding of issues which are relevant in the current
linguistic landscape: acquisition, n-words, ellipsis phenomena, focus and polarity, ditransitive
constructions, grammaticalization theory, differential object marking, language ecology, event
structure, cyclicity, passives and many more.
This book is the first to explore the varied ways in which invented languages can be used to
teach languages and linguistics in university courses. There has long been interest in invented
languages, also known as constructed languages or conlangs, both in the political arena (as
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with Esperanto) and in the world of literature and science fiction and fantasy media - Tolkien's
Quenya and Sindarin, Dothraki in Game of Thrones, and Klingon in the Star Trek franchise,
among many others. Linguists have recently served as language creators or consultants for
film and television, with notable examples including Jessica Coons work on the film Arrival
Christine Schreyers Kryptonian for Man of Steel, David Adgers contributions to the series
Beowulf, and David J. Peterson's numerous languages for Game of Thrones and other
franchises. The chapters in this volume show how the use of invented languages as a teaching
tool can reach a student population who might not otherwise be interested in studying
linguistics, as well as helping those students to develop the fundamental core skills of linguistic
analysis. Invented languages encourage problem-based and active learning; they shed light on
the nature of linguistic diversity and implicational universals; and they provide insights into the
complex interplay of linguistic patterns and social, environmental, and historical processes.
The volume brings together renowned scholars and junior researchers who have used
language invention and constructed languages to achieve a range of pedagogical objectives. It
will be of interest to graduate students and teachers of linguistics and those in related areas
such as anthropology and psychology.
The Going Romance conferences are a major European annual discussion forum for
theoretically relevant research on Romance languages. This volume assembles a selection of
the papers that were presented at the 27th edition of Going Romance, which was organized by
the University of Amsterdam in November 2013. The papers present the theoretical analysis of
subjects that cover three main themes of interest within current Romance linguistics: word
order, the verb, and the DP. The range of languages discussed is broad, and includes not only
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standard continental but also non-continental Romance languages, and not only standard
languages, but also dialectal variation. Furthermore Romance is analyzed not only from a
synchronic perspective (including acquisition), but also from a diachronic point of view.
In this groundbreaking book, Tomasello presents a comprehensive usage-based theory of
language acquisition. Drawing together a vast body of empirical research in cognitive science,
linguistics, and developmental psychology, Tomasello demonstrates that we don't need a selfcontained "language instinct" to explain how children learn language. Their linguistic ability is
interwoven with other cognitive abilities.
In Basic Linguistic Theory R. M. W. Dixon provides a comprehensive guide to the nature of
human languages and their description and analysis. The books are a one-stop text for
undergraduate and graduate students, the triumphant outcome of a lifetime's immersion in
every aspect of language, and a lasting monument to innovative scholarship.
The last decade has seen a rise in popularity in construction-based approaches to grammar.
The various approaches within the rubric 'construction grammar' all see language as a network
of constructions-pairings of form and meaning. Construction Grammar, as a kind of cognitive
linguistics, differs significantly from mainstream generative grammar as espoused by Chomsky
and his followers. Advocates of Construction Grammar see it as a psychologically plausible
theory of human language. As such, it is capable of providing a principled account of language
acquisition, language variation and language change. Research in Construction Grammar also
includes multidisciplinary cognitive studies in psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, and
computational linguistics. The Oxford Handbook of Construction Grammar is the first
authoritative reference work solely dedicated to Construction Grammar. Divided into five
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sections, the book will be an invaluable resource that students and scholars alike can turn to
for a comprehensive account of current work on Construction Grammar, its theoretical
foundations, and its applications to and relationship with other kinds of linguistic enquiry.
Linguistic Theory in America
R. M. W. Dixon provides a comprehensive guide to the nature of human languages and their
description and analysis. The volumes comprise a one-stop introduction for undergraduate and
graduate students of linguistics. "Truly a guide for the perplexed. Basic Linguistic Theory is
destined to be a classic." Nick Enfield
Chomsky proposes a reformulation of the theory of transformational generative grammar that
takes recent developments in the descriptive analysis of particular languages into account.
Beginning in the mid-fifties and emanating largely form MIT, an approach was developed to
linguistic theory and to the study of the structure of particular languages that diverges in many
respects from modern linguistics. Although this approach is connected to the traditional study
of languages, it differs enough in its specific conclusions about the structure and in its specific
conclusions about the structure of language to warrant a name, "generative grammar." Various
deficiencies have been discovered in the first attempts to formulate a theory of transformational
generative grammar and in the descriptive analysis of particular languages that motivated
these formulations. At the same time, it has become apparent that these formulations can be
extended and deepened.The major purpose of this book is to review these developments and
to propose a reformulation of the theory of transformational generative grammar that takes
them into account. The emphasis in this study is syntax; semantic and phonological aspects of
the language structure are discussed only insofar as they bear on syntactic theory.
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The annual conference series Going Romance has developed into a major European
discussion forum where ideas about language and linguistics and about Romance languages
in particular are put in an inter-active perspective, giving room to both universality and
Romance-internal variation. The current volume contains a selection of the papers that were
presented at the 20th Going Romance conference, held at the VU University in Amsterdam in
December 2006. The papers in the volume deal with current issues in phonology, morphology,
syntax, and semantics, and range across a variety of Romance languages."
Noam Chomsky's first book on syntactic structures is one of the first serious attempts on the
part of a linguist to construct within the tradition of scientific theory-construction a
comprehensive theory of language which may be understood in the same sense that a
chemical, biological theory is understood by experts in those fields. It is not a mere
reorganization of the data into a new kind of library catalogue, nor another specualtive
philosophy about the nature of man and language, but rather a rigorus explication of our
intuitions about our language in terms of an overt axiom system, the theorems derivable from
it, explicit results which may be compared with new data and other intuitions, all based plainly
on an overt theory of the internal structure of languages; and it may well provide an opportunity
for the application of explicity measures of simplicity to decide preference of one form over
another form of grammar.
An introduction to theories about language in attempts to understand and transform women's
lives. This evolving body of work encompasses linguistics, anthropology, literary and cultural
theory, psychoanalysis and postmodern philosophy.
This book's main goal is to show readers how to use the linguistic theory of Noam Chomsky,
Page 10/20

Read PDF Constructed Language And Linguistic Theory
called Universal Grammar, to represent English, French, and German on a computer using the
Prolog computer language. In so doing, it presents a follow-the-dots approach to natural
language processing, linguistic theory, artificial intelligence, and expert systems. The basic
idea is to introduce meaningful answers to significant problems involved in representing human
language data on a computer. The book offers a hands-on approach to anyone who wishes to
gain a perspective on natural language processing -- the computational analysis of human
language data. All of the examples are illustrated using computer programs. The optimal way
for a person to get started is to run these existing programs to gain an understanding of how
they work. After gaining familiarity, readers can begin to modify the programs, and eventually
write their own. The first six chapters take a reader who has never heard of non-procedural,
backtracking, declarative languages like Prolog and, using 29 full page diagrams and 75
programs, detail how to represent a lexicon of English on a computer. A bibliography is
programmed into a Prolog database to show how linguists can manipulate the symbols used in
formal representations, including braces and brackets. The next three chapters use 74 full
page diagrams and 38 programs to show how data structures (subcategorization, selection,
phrase marker) and processes (top-down, bottom-up, parsing, recursion) crucial in Chomsky's
theory can be explicitly formulated into a constraint-based grammar and implemented in
Prolog. The Prolog interpreters provided with the book are basically identical to the high priced
Prologs, but they lack the speed and memory capacities. They are ideal since anything learned
about these Prologs carries over unmodified to C-Prolog and Quintas on the mainframes.
Anyone who studies the prolog implementations of the lexicons and syntactic principles of
combination should be able to use Prolog to represent their own linguistic data on the most
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complex Prolog computer available, whether their data derive from syntactic theory, semantics,
sociolinguistics, bilingualism, language acquisition, language learning, or some related area in
which the grammatical patterns of words and phrases are more crucial than concepts of
quantity. The printed examples illustrate C-Prolog on an Ultrix Vax, a standard university
configuration. The disk included with the book contains shareware version of Prolog-2 (IBM
PC) and MacProlog (Macintosh) plus versions of the programs that run on C-Prolog, Quintas,
Prolog-2, and MacProlog. Appendix II contains information about how to use the Internet,
Gopher, CompuServe, and the free More BBS to download the latest copies of Prolog,
programs, lexicons, and parsers. All figures (100+) in the book are available scaled to make full
size transparencies for class lectures. Valuable special features of this volume include: * more
than 100 full page diagrams illustrating the basic concepts of natural language processing,
Prolog, and Chomsky's linguistic theories; * more than 100 programs -- illustrated in at least
one script file -- showing how to encode the representations and derivations of generative
grammar into Prolog; * more than 100 session files guiding readers through their own handson sessions with the programs illustrating Chomsky's theory; * a 3.5" disk (IBM Format)
containing: 1. all programs in versions to run in C-Prolog or Quintas Prolog on an Ultrix Vax,
and on an IBM PC and a Macintosh, 2. a shareware version of Prolog-2 for IBM PC clones
which runs all programs in the book, 3. a shareware version of MacProlog for Macintosh which
runs all programs in the book; * instructions on using Internet, CompuServe, and the free More
BBS to download the latest copies of Prolog, programs, lexicons, and parsers; and * numerous
references enabling interested students to pursue questions at greater depth by consulting the
items in the extensive bibliography.
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Usage-based approaches to language have gained increasing attention in the last two
decades. The importance of change and variation has always been recognized in this
framework, but has never received central attention. It is the main aim of this book to fill this
gap. Once we recognize that usage is crucial for our understanding of language and linguistic
structures, language change and variation inevitably take centre stage in linguistic analysis.
Along these lines, the volume presents eight studies by international authors that discuss
various approaches to studying language change from a usage-based perspective. Both
theoretical issues and empirical case studies are well-represented in this collection. The case
studies cover a variety of different languages – ranging from historically well-studied European
languages via Japanese to the Amazonian isolate Yurakaré with no written history at all. The
book provides new insights relevant for scholars interested in both functional and cognitive
linguistic theory, in historical linguists and in language typology.
The South Asian languages, mainly Indo-Aryan and Dravidian, have become a focus of
interest in the formal study of language as a natural consequence of the research program of
the Principle and Parameters approach and an enforced interest in exploring the parametrical
space of human language. The contributions to the present volume combine theoretical
reasoning in syntax and phonology with a comparative research agenda in which South Asian
languages figure prominently. The topics range from issues of clause structure, serial verb
constructions, cleft- and question formation, to the question of what the proper syntactic format
of modification should be, issues of binding theory and raising, and issues of complementation,
the clausal periphery and clausal typing. The collection of articles concludes with two chapters
on Dravidian and comparative phonology and a chapter on the shaping of phonological
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awareness by different writing systems. The authors and the editors devote this piece of work
to Professor K.A. Jayaseelan, one of present-day India s most influential linguists.
An investigation of the serial verb construction, this work engages central issues in syntactic
theory-complex predicates, clausal architecture and syntactic variation.

The volumes Romance Languages and Linguistic Theory: Selected papers from
‘Going Romance’ contain the selected papers of the Going Romance
conferences, a major European annual discussion forum for theoretically relevant
research on Romance languages.This volume assembles a significant number of
selected papers that were presented at the 21st edition of Going Romance,
which was organized by the Chair of Romance Linguistics of the University of
Amsterdam in December 2007. The range of languages (both standard and nonstandard varieties) analyzed in this volume is quite significant: Catalan, French,
Italian, European and Brazilian Portuguese, Romanian and Spanish. The volume
is quite representative of the spread of the variety of research carried out
nowadays on Romance languages within theoretical linguistics and shows the
vitality of this research.
This volume contains revised versions of papers given at a conference at the
Manoir de Brion, in Normandy. They deal with phonology, morphology, syntax,
and semantics, and cover a wide range of Romance languages, including many
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lesser-known varieties. The contributors to the volume are committed to the view
that Romance Linguistics is not narrowly philological, but is rather General
Linguistics practised with reference to particular data. The point has been made
many times, but is worth reiterating, that Latin and the Romance languages offer
an unrivalled wealth of synchronic and historical documentation, and provide both
a stimulus and a test-bed for ideas about language structure, language change,
and language variation. Many of the papers in this volume can be interpreted
simultaneously as using the analytical tools of linguistic theory to illuminate the
structure of individual Romance languages or of the family as a whole, and as
using Romance data to throw light on general problems in linguistic theory, or on
the structure of languages beyond Romance. Specific areas covered include:
prosodic domains; quantification; agreement; the prepositional accusative; clitic
pronouns; voice and aspect.
Essays by one of the most influential scholars in modern linguistics, including
previously unpublished pieces.
Syntactic StructuresWalter de Gruyter GmbH & Co KGConstructing a
LanguageHarvard University Press
Alongside an analysis of the theoretical and experimental contributions to the
field of multilingualism, this title presents new data and analysis obtained from a
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multilingualism fMRI study and includes a longitudinal study of second and third
language acquisition combined with extensive empirically valid language
proficiency data of the subjects.
This volume examines the interpretation of gradient judgments of sentence
acceptability in relation to theories of grammatical knowledge. It uses
experimental and corpus-based research, along with a range of case studies, to
argue for a new approach to this crucial problem.
The objective of this book is to better acquaint English-speaking linguistics with a
corpus of texts hitherto untranslated, containing the cognitive-based research in
formal linguistics of one of the most important theoreticians in the field: Antoine
Culioli (b. 1924). Culioli's viewpoint is grounded in Emile Benveniste's
(1902-1976) revolutionary answer to Saussure's opposition between competence
(langue) and performance (parole) captured in the idea of énonciation, in which
the relationship between an individual and a language is one of appropriation.
The translation has been prepared to provide the reader with as obstacle-free a
path as one can clear to a theory that requires, and indeed commands, a very
close, attentive reading. As an additional aid to understand Culioli's argument,
footnotes throughout the work show similarities and differences with the work of
the cognitive linguist Ronald W. Langacker.
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The problems of international communication and linguistic rights are recurring
debates in the present-day age of globalization. But the debate truly began over
a hundred years ago, when the increasingly interconnected world of the
nineteenth century fostered a desire for the development of a global lingua
franca. Many individuals and social movements competed to create an artificial
language unencumbered by the political rivalries that accompanied English,
German, and French. Organizations including the American Philosophical
Society, the International Association of Academies, the International Peace
Bureau, the Comintern, and the League of Nations intervened in the debate
about the possibility of an artificial language, but of the numerous tongues
created before World War II, only Esperanto survives today. Esperanto and Its
Rivals sheds light on the factors that led almost all artificial languages to fail and
helped English to prevail as the global tongue of the twenty-first century.
Exploring the social and political contexts of the three most prominent artificial
languages—Volapük, Esperanto, and Ido—Roberto Garvía examines the roles
played by social movement leaders and inventors, the strategies different
organizations used to lobby for each language, and other early decisions that
shaped how those languages spread and evolved. Through the rise and fall of
these artificial languages, Esperanto and Its Rivals reveals the intellectual
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dilemmas and political anxieties that troubled the globalizing world at the turn of
the twentieth century.
This volume assembles a significant number of selected papers that were presented at the
22nd edition of Going Romance, held at the University of Groningen in December 2008.
Though it contains a variety of topics, 'tense, mood and aspect' is represented most
extensively. This volume contains a rich variety of Romance languages: Cape Verdean,
European Portuguese, French, Italian, Romanian and Spanish. The collection of papers is
representative of the research carried out nowadays on Romance languages within theoretical
linguistics and shows the vitality of this research.
In June 22-27,1970, an International Working Symposium on Pragmatics of Natural Languages
took place in Jerusalem under the auspices of The Israel Academy of Sciences and
Humanities and the Division of Logic, Methodology and Philosophy of Science of the
International Union of History and Philosophy of Science.! Some thirty philosophers, logicians,
linguists, and psychologists from Israel, U.S.A., West-Germany, England, Belgium, France,
Scotland, and Denmark met in seven formal and a number of informal sessions in order to
discuss some ofthe problems around the use and acquisition oflanguage which in the eyes of
an increasing number of scholars have been left under treated in the recent upsurge ofinterest
in theoretical linguistics and philos ophy of language. More specifically, during the formal
sessions the following topics were discussed: The validity of the syntactics-seman ticspragmatics trichotomy The present state of the competence-performance issue Logic and
linguistics The New Rhetoric Speech acts Language acquisition. The participants in the
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Symposium distributed among themselves re prints and preprints of relevant material, partly in
advance of the meeting, partly at its beginning. Each session was introduced by one or two
modera tors, and summaries of each day's proceedings were prepared and distri buted the
next day. The participants were invited to submit papers after the symposium, written under its
impact. The eleven essays published here are the result.
1.1. AIMS AND ASSUMPTIONS This book presents an analysis of infinitival complement
constructions in Old French (OF) from the perspective of the Government-Binding (GB)
framework. It aims, therefore, to establish within the terms of the GB framework just how the
OF constructions are to be characterized and in just what sense they can or cannot be
compared with the corresponding constructions in other Romance languages. The GB
framework is an articulated theory about the structure of language which is based on the view
that the aim of research into language is to construct a description of language which
accurately reflects its essential nature. Whilst we know that individual languages may appear
to be superficially very different, we also know that all languages are capable of expressing
complex concepts and that all children acquire mastery of the language or languages to which
they are exposed. The task, therefore, is to determine both the properties which languages
have in common and the bounds within which they may differ. In the pursuit of these aims, the
study of various languages of the Romance family has provided a rich source of material for
the develop ment of the descriptive apparatus. Evidence of the contribution supplied by such
work is apparent in references to Romance material in Chomsky (1981, 1982), in volumes
such as Jaeggli (1982), Rizzi (1982a), Kayne (1984b), Burzio (1986), and in numerous papers
devoted to particular constructions in a variety of Romance languages.
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In this study, the author addresses the questions of what constitutes the knowledge of
language, and how this knowledge is acquired and used.
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