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'The Book of the Year, perhaps of the decade, has to
be Matthew Sturgis's Oscar' TLS, Books of the Year.
NOMINATED FOR THE WOLFSON HISTORY
PRIZE 2019. A SUNDAY TIMES BOOK OF THE
YEAR. 'Simply the best modern biography of Wilde
... A terrific achievement' Evening Standard. 'Pageturning ... Vivid and desperately moving. However
much you think you know Wilde, this book will
absorb and entertain you' Sunday Times.
'Wonderfully exciting ... Sturgis's great achievement
is to take on board his great flurry of contradictions'
Craig Brown, Mail on Sunday. '[Sturgis] is a
tremendous orchestrator of material, fastidious,
unhurried, indefatigable' Observer. 'Oscar Wilde is
more fashionable than ever ... Sturgis's account of
the hearing at the Old Bailey is as gripping as it is
grim' Guardian. 'The Book of the Year, perhaps of
the decade, has to be Matthew Sturgis's Oscar
which captures the wit, the love-ability, the dramatic
genius, the insane self-destructiveness, the
originality of Wilde ... [Sturgis] is the greatest
chronicler of the 1890s we have ever had' TLS,
Books of the Year. Oscar Wilde's life – like his wit –
was alive with paradox. He was both an early
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exponent and a victim of 'celebrity culture': famous
for being famous, he was lauded and ridiculed in
equal measure. His achievements were frequently
downplayed, his successes resented. He had a
genius for comedy but strove to write tragedies. He
was an unabashed snob who nevertheless delighted
in exposing the faults of society. He affected a
dandified disdain but was prone to great acts of
kindness. Although happily married, he became a
passionate lover of men and – at the very peak of his
success – brought disaster upon himself. He
disparaged authority, yet went to the law to defend
his love for Lord Alfred Douglas. Having delighted in
fashionable throngs, Wilde died almost alone: barely
a dozen people were at his graveside. Yet despite
this ruinous end, Wilde's star continues to shine
brightly. His was a life of quite extraordinary drama.
Above all, his flamboyant refusal to conform to the
social and sexual orthodoxies of his day make him a
hero and an inspiration to all who seek to challenge
convention. In the first major biography of Oscar
Wilde in thirty years, Matthew Sturgis draws on a
wealth of new material and fresh research to place
the man firmly in the context of his times. He brings
alive the distinctive mood and characters of the fin
de siècle in the richest and most compelling portrait
of Wilde to date.
This volume features a wide selection of Wilde's
literary output, including the comic masterpiece The
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Importance of Being Earnest, an immensely popular
play filled with satiric epigrams that mercilessly
expose Victorian hypocrisy; The Portrait of Mr. W.
H., a story proposing that Shakespeare's sonnets
were inspired by the poet's love for a young man;
The House of Pomegranates, the author's collection
of fairy tales; lectures Wilde delivered, first in the
United States, where he exhorted his audiences to
love beauty and art, and then in England, where he
presented his impressions of America; his two major
literary-theoretical works, The Decay of Lying" and
The Critic as Artist"; and a selection of verse,
including his great poem The Ballad of Reading
Gaol, in which Wilde famously declared that each
man kills the thing he loves." A testament to Wilde's
incredible versatility, this collection displays his
legendary wit, brilliant use of language, and
penetrating insight into the human condition.
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was
reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you
will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed
in our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may
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freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support
of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
“A lively debut biography of the flamboyant Irish
writer . . . focusing on the women who loved and
supported him” (Kirkus Reviews). In this essential
work, Eleanor Fitzsimons reframes Oscar Wilde’s
story and his legacy through the women in his life,
including such scintillating figures as Florence
Balcombe; actress Lillie Langtry; and his tragic and
witty niece, Dolly, who, like Wilde, loved fast cars,
cocaine, and foreign women. Fresh, revealing, and
entertaining, full of fascinating detail and anecdotes,
Wilde’s Women relates the untold story of how a
beloved writer and libertine played a vitally
sympathetic role on behalf of many women, and how
they supported him in the midst of a Victorian society
in the process of changing forever. “Fitzsimons
reminds us of the many writers, actresses, political
activists, professional beauties and aristocratic
ladies who helped shape the life and legend of the
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era’s greatest wit, esthete and sexual martyr . . .
provide[s] a potted biography of the multitalented
writer and gay icon . . . highly enjoyable.” —The
Washington Post “Fitzsimons brilliantly calls
attention to the progressive ideas and beliefs which
drew the most daring and interesting women of the
time to his side. The depth and painstaking care of
Fitzsimons’ research is a fitting tribute to Wilde’s
fascinating life and exquisite writing—and really, what
better compliment is there than that?” —High Voltage
The classic manifesto of the liberated woman, this
book explores every facet of a woman's life.
Mrs Langtry - born a provincial in 1853, died rich and
lonely in 1929 - was surrounded by scandal, luxary
and gossip; but this new book goes beyond these
outward trappings to lift the masks that Oscar Wilde,
her friend and mentor, taught her to wear. It is not so
much a life as a series of lives - each one distinct
from the next - as Lillie reinvented herself. At its
centre are the love letters written by Lillie to Arthur
Jones, her childhood friend and secret lover, at the
time of her fall from Society, her near-bankruptcy,
and the birth of her illegitimate daughter at a hidden
address in Paris. Laura Beatty captures exactly the
spirit of the age, and reveals a passionate woman for
whom the charge of opportunism was by no means
the whole story.
Since 1929, Hollywood's brightest stars have flocked
to the Chateau Marmont as if it were a second
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home. An apartment building-turned-hotel, the
Chateau has been the backdrop for generations of
gossip and folklore: where director Nicholas Ray
slept with his sixteen-year-old Rebel Without a
Cause star Natalie Wood; Jim Morrison swung from
the balconies; John Belushi suffered a fatal
overdose; and Lindsay Lohan got the boot after
racking up nearly $50,000 in charges in less than
two months. But despite its mythic reputation, much
of what has happened inside the Chateau's walls
has eluded the public eye--until now. With wit and
insight, Shawn Levy recounts the wild revelries and
scandalous liaisons, the creative breakthroughs and
marital breakdowns, the births and deaths to which
the hotel has been a party. Vivid, salacious, and
richly informed, The Castle on Sunset is a glittering
tribute to Hollywood as seen from inside the walls of
its most hallowed hotel.
The fullest, most textural, most accurate—most
human—account of Oscar Wilde's unique and dazzling
life—based on extensive new research and newly
discovered materials, from Wilde's personal letters and
transcripts of his first trial to newly uncovered papers of
his early romantic (and dangerous) escapades and the
two-year prison term that shattered his soul and his life.
"Simply the best modern biography of Wilde." —Evening
Standard Drawing on material that has come to light in
the past thirty years, including newly discovered letters,
documents, first draft notebooks, and the full transcript of
the libel trial, Matthew Sturgis meticulously portrays the
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key events and influences that shaped Oscar Wilde's life,
returning the man "to his times, and to the facts," giving
us Wilde's own experience as he experienced it. Here,
fully and richly portrayed, is Wilde's Irish childhood; a
dreamy, aloof boy; a stellar classicist at boarding school;
a born entertainer with a talent for comedy and a need
for an audience; his years at Oxford, a brilliant
undergraduate punctuated by his reckless disregard for
authority . . . his arrival in London, in 1878, "already
noticeable everywhere" . . . his ten-year marriage to
Constance Lloyd, the father of two boys; Constance
unwittingly welcoming young men into the household
who became Oscar's lovers, and dying in exile at the age
of thirty-nine . . . Wilde's development as a playwright. . .
becoming the high priest of the aesthetic movement; his
successes . . . his celebrity. . . and in later years, his
irresistible pull toward another—double—life, in flagrant
defiance and disregard of England's strict sodomy laws
("the blackmailer's charter"); the tragic story of his fall
that sent him to prison for two years at hard labor,
destroying his life and shattering his soul.
From Queen Medbh to Mary McAleese, Constance
Markiewicz to Nell McCafferty, this is a collection of
profiles of women who have shaped Ireland. For too long
when people discuss Irish heroes and important figures,
only men have been cited. Mn na hireann addresses that
tendency and offers an impressive array of women who
have brought change and progress to Ireland. From the
mythical era, through the Middle Ages, the Plantation,
the Famine, the struggle for independence and the early
years of the state, right up to the twenty-first century, Mn
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na hireann profiles over 50 formidable Irish women.
ConstanceThe Tragic and Scandalous Life of Mrs. Oscar
WildeOpen Road Media
In the fifth installment of Amy Stewart's clever and
original Kopp Sisters series, the sisters learn some
military discipline--whether they're ready or not--as the
U.S. prepares to enter World War I. It's the spring of
1917 and change is in the air. American women have
done something remarkable: they've banded together to
create military-style training camps for women who want
to serve. These so-called National Service Schools
prove irresistible to the Kopp sisters, who leave their
farm in New Jersey to join up. When an accident befalls
the matron, Constance reluctantly agrees to oversee the
camp--much to the alarm of the Kopps' tent-mate, the
real-life Beulah Binford, who is seeking refuge from her
own scandalous past under the cover of a false identity.
Will she be denied a second chance? And after notoriety,
can a woman's life ever be her own again? InKopp
Sisters on the March, the women of Camp Chevy Chase
face down the skepticism of the War Department, the
double standards of a scornful public, and the very real
perils of war. Once again, Amy Stewart has brilliantly
brought a little-known moment in history to light with her
fearless and funny Kopp sisters novels.
Who Said Men Get to Monopolize the Glory? Discover
the Little Known Women Who Have Put the World's
Alpha Males on the Map. From ancient times to the
present, men have gotten most of the good ink. Yet
standing just outside the spotlight are the extraordinary,
and overlooked, wives and companions who are just as
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instrumental in shaping the destinies of their famous—and
infamous—men. This witty, illuminating book reveals the
remarkable stories of forty captivating females, from
Constance Lloyd (Mrs. Oscar Wilde) to Carolyn Adams
(Mrs. Jerry Garcia), who have stood behind their
legendary partners and helped to humanize them, often
at the cost of their own careers, reputations, and
happiness. Through fame and its attendant
ills—alcoholism, infidelity, mental illness, divorce, and
even attempted murder—these powerful women quietly
propelled their men to the top and changed the course of
history. Meet the Untold Half of History, Including: •Alma
Reville (Mrs. Alfred Hitchcock) •Elena Diakonova (Mrs.
Salvador Dali) •Winifred Madikizela (Mrs. Nelson
Mandela) •Ann Charteris (Mrs. Ian Fleming, a.k.a. Mrs.
James Bond) •Ruth Alpern (Mrs. Bernie Maddoff) And
35 more!
DIVThe Marquess of Queensberry is as famous for his
role in the downfall of one of our greatest literary
geniuses as he was for helping establish the rules for
modern-day boxing. Linda Stratmannâ€™s biography
paints a riveting, complex picture of this man./div
David Herbert Lawrence (1885–1930) was an English
writer and poet whose work famously examined the
results of industrialisation on contemporary society. In
his novels and poetry, Lawrence explored a variety of
then-controversial issues including sexuality and
emotional health, which led many to label his work
pornography. Today, he is considered to be one of the
most important and influential writers of his generation.
Lawrence's 1928 novel “Lady Chatterley's Lover” is the
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story of the former Constance Reid (Lady Chatterley), a
young woman married to an upper-class baronet who
was left with lower body paralysis as a result of his
participation in the Great War. Both physically and
emotionally distant from her husband, Constance begins
an extramarital affair with the gamekeeper. Following the
Victory of the publisher Penguin Books in an obscenity
trial in the United Kingdom, an uncensored version of the
book was finally published and gained notoriety due to
explicit descriptions of sex and its use of thenunprintable four-letter words. A revolutionary novel and a
true classic of English literature, “Lady Chatterley's
Lover” would make for a worthy addition to any
bookshelf. Read & Co. Classics is proud to be
republishing this seminal novel now in a brand new
edition complete with a specially-commissioned new
biography of the author.
“Tells the poignant story of Constance in the aftermath
of Wilde’s trials and imprisonment, and of her brave
attempts to keep in contact with him despite her
suffering.” —The Irish Times In the spring of 1895 the life
of Constance Wilde changed irrevocably. Up until the
conviction of her husband, Oscar, for homosexual
crimes, she had held a privileged position in society. Part
of a gilded couple, she was a popular children’s author,
a fashion icon, and a leading campaigner for women’s
rights. A founding member of the magical society The
Golden Dawn, her pioneering and questioning spirit
encouraged her to sample some of the more
controversial aspects of her time. Mrs. Oscar Wilde was
a phenomenon in her own right. But that spring
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Constance’s entire life was eclipsed by scandal. Forced
to flee to the Continent with her two sons, her glittering
literary and political career ended abruptly. She lived in
exile until her death. Franny Moyle now tells
Constance’s story with a fresh eye. Drawing on
numerous unpublished letters, she brings to life the story
of a woman at the heart of fin-de-siècle London and the
Aesthetic movement. In a compelling and moving tale of
an unlikely couple caught up in a world unsure of its
moral footing, Moyle unveils the story of a woman who
was the victim of one of the greatest betrayals of all time.
In the spring of 1895 the life of Constance Wilde
changed irrevocably. Up until the conviction of her
husband Oscar for homosexual crimes, she had held a
privileged place in society. Part of a gilded couple, she
was a popular children’s author, a fashion icon and a
leading campaigner for women’s rights. Mrs. Oscar
Wilde was a phenomenon in her own right. But that
spring Constance’s entire life was eclipsed by scandal.
Forced to flee to the Continent with her two sons, her
glittering literary and political career ended abruptly.
Changing her name, she lived in exile until her death.
Franny Moyle now tells Constance’s story with a fresh
eye and remarkable new material. Drawing on numerous
unpublished letters, she brings to life the story at the
heart of fin-de-siecle London and the Aesthetic
Movement.
This intimate, shocking—and thoroughly
unauthorized—portrait of the Hiltons chronicles the
family’s amazing odyssey from poverty and obscurity to
glory and glamour. From Conrad Hilton, the eccentric
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“innkeeper to the world” who built a global empire
beginning with a fleabag in a dusty Texas backwater, to
Paris Hilton, his great-granddaughter, whose fame took
off with a sex video, House of Hilton is the unauthorized,
eye-popping portrait of one of America’s most
outrageous dynasties. If you want to know how Paris
Hilton became who she is, you have to know where she
came from. From scores of candid and exclusive
interviews, from private documents and public records,
New York Times bestselling author Jerry Oppenheimer
has dug deeply into her paternal and maternal family
roots to reveal the often shocking, tragic, and comic lives
that helped shape the world’s most famous and
fabulous “celebutante.” The cast of characters includes
Paris’s maternal grandmother, a materialistic “stage
mother from hell.” There is Paris’s maternal
grandfather, who became an alcoholic housepainter. The
life of Paris’s mother, Kathy Hilton, groomed by her
mother to be a star and marry rich, is candidly revealed,
too, as is that of Paris’s father, Rick, Conrad’s
grandson. Paris’s tabloid antics are truly in the Hilton
tradition. Set against a glittery Hollywood backdrop—with
appearances by stars like Elizabeth Taylor, Zsa Zsa
Gabor, Natalie Wood, and Joan Collins—House of Hilton
brings to light a cornucopia of closely held Hilton family
secrets and sexual peccadilloes, such as the many
affairs and the nightclub-brawling, boozing, and pillpopping life of Paris’s great-uncle, Nick Hilton. The story
of his hellish marriage to Liz Taylor alone rivals any of
today’s Hollywood breakups. Behind it all was Conrad
Hilton, who built his worldwide empire through the Great
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Depression while others were jumping out of windows. A
devout Catholic publicly, his personal life was that of an
unrepentant sinner. His first marriage was to Mary
Barron Hilton, a sexy, hard-drinking, gambling Kentucky
teenager half Conrad’s age. Wife number two was the
gorgeous Zsa Zsa, who, like Paris, was famous for being
famous. Their tumultuous marriage and headline-making
divorce are revealed here in all their juicy glory. In all,
House of Hilton is a gripping American saga, from the
fire and passions that built a business empire to the
debauchery and amorality passed on from one
generation to the next.
The first illustrated biography of Hans Holbein, the
painter who depicted some of the most powerful people
of the early sixteenth century, in three decades.
A luminous drama about Wilde's wife's struggle for
redemption. The play traces the hidden life of Constance
Wilde. Her story explores the gender and sexuality of
people who "belonged to the future," and untangles the
shifting lines in the complex relationship between her,
her husband, and his lover, Lord Alfred Douglas.
Through a drama of magical transformations and
mysterious, masked figures, set against the back-ground
of one of the most notorious cases in British legal history,
Kilroy divines the cost of the characters' conduct, Oscar's
plea for salvation in Constance's eyes, and her heroic
exertion to reclaim a state of grace.
This book, the first fully sustained reading of Henry
James's and Oscar Wilde's relationship, reveals why the
antagonisms between both authors are symptomatic of
the cultural oppositions within Aestheticism itself.
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In the summer of 1894 Oscar Wilde spent eight weeks in
Worthing, and it was during this family holiday that he
wrote his masterpiece, The Importance of Being Earnest.
The Worthing holiday was a microcosm of Wilde's
turbulent life during the three years between his falling in
love with Lord Alfred Douglas in 1892 and his
imprisonment in 1895. Constance Wilde, lonely and
depressed, became emotionally involved with her
husband s publisher, to whom she wrote a love letter on
the day he visited the Wildes in Worthing. Meanwhile
Wilde was spending much of his time with the feckless
and demanding Douglas, and with three teenage boys
he took out sailing, swimming and fishing. One of these
boys was Alphonse Conway, with whom Wilde had a
sexual relationship, and about whom he was to be
questioned at length and to damaging effect in court six
months later when he sued Douglas's father, the
Marquess of Queensberry, for libel. This book tells for
the first time the full story of the Worthing summer, set in
the context of the three years of Wilde's life before his
downfall. In the final chapter the author reassesses the
trials, offering fresh insights into Wilde s attitude to the
boys and young men with whom he had sexual relations.
There are fifty-six illustrations, over thirty of which are
photographs of Worthing as it was in Wilde s time, and
three contemporary maps of the town.

When revolutionaries launch an attack on Russian
high society's high-tech lifestyle, Anna Karenina and
Count Alexei Vronsky must fight back with courage
and a sleek new cyborg model like nothing the world
has ever seen.
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With its thirty-three previously unpublished Oscar
Wilde letters and its poignant recollections of a man
as spontaneous, humane, and sincere as he was
prodigiously witty, Vyvyan Holland's memoir of his
famous father has come to be regarded as a
biographical classic in Wildean studies. Sharply
observed, vivid, and dispassionate, it offers not only
an unforgettable portrait of Wilde himself, his circle
of friends, and his band of persecutors, but also a
touching chronicle of Holland's own childhood, of the
loneliness he experienced as the son of a
remarkable, notorious father and of his emergence
from the shadows of cruel injustice and dark
scandal. "Fascinating for the light it sheds on Wilde's
Oxford days and on his domestic life." - Atlantic
Monthly "A strange chronicle . . . of considerable
literary value." - New Yorker "Mr. Holland's vivid
glimpses of the aftermath of that cause célèbre of
the Nineties [do] a valuable service of his father's
memory." - Saturday Review "An essential addition
to Wildeana by a witness uniquely qualified to testify"
- Library Journal "A biographical tour de force" Observer
In The Secret Life of Oscar Wilde, Neil McKenna
provides stunning new insight into the tumultuous
sexual and psychological worlds of this brilliant and
tormented figure. McKenna charts Wilde’s
astonishing odyssey through London’s sexual
underworld, and provides explosive new evidence of
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the political machinations behind Wilde’s trials for
sodomy. Dazzlingly written and meticulously
researched, The Secret Life of Oscar Wilde offers a
vividly original portrait of a troubled genius who
chose to martyr himself for the cause of love
between men.
Hannah, the recently widowed Duchess of
Dunbarton, revels in her new freedom by setting her
sights on Constantine, the black sheep of the
scandalous Huxtable family, whose wicked
reputation rivals her own.
Their Bohemian lifestyle and intertwined love affairs
shockingly broke 19th Century class barriers and
bent the rules that governed the roles of the sexes.
They became defined by love triangles, played out
against the austere moral climate of Victorian
England; they outraged their contemporaries with
their loves, jealousies and betrayals, and they
stunned society when their complex moral choices
led to madness and suicide, or when their
permissive experiments ended in addiction and
death. The characters are huge and vivid and remain
as compelling today as they were in their own time.
The influential critic, writer and artist John Ruskin
was their father figure and his apostles included the
painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti and the designer
William Morris. They drew extraordinary women into
their circle. In a move intended to raise eyebrows for
its social audacity, they recruited the most ravishing
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models they could find from the gutters of Victorian
slums. The saga is brought to life through the vivid
letters and diaries kept by the group and the
accounts written by their contemporaries. These reallie stories shed new light on the greatest nineteenthcentury British art.
A major work by a brilliant young biographer,
Muckraker details the tenacity and verve of one of
Victorian Britain's most compelling characters.
Credited with pioneering investigative reporting, W.
T. Stead made a career of 'muckraking': revealing
horrific practices in the hope of shocking authorities
into reform. As the editor of the Northern Echo, he
won the admiration of the Liberal statesman William
Gladstone for his fierce denunciation of the
Conservative government; at the helm of London's
most ininfuential evening paper, the Pall Mall
Gazette, he launched the career-defining Maiden
Tribute campaign. To expose the scandal of child
prostitution, Stead abducted thirteen-year-old Eliza
Armstrong (thought by many to be the inspiration
behind Eliza Doolittle, from friend George Bernard
Shaw's Pygmalion), thrusting him into a life of
notoriety. Labelled a madman in later life for
dabbling in the occult, W. T. Stead conducted his life
with an invincible zeal right up until his tragic demise
aboard the Titanic. Revealing a man full of curious
eccentricities, W. Sydney Robinson charts the
remarkable rise and fall of a true Fleet Street legend
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in this enthralling biography.
Concise and illuminating articles explore Oscar
Wilde's life and work in the context of the turbulent
landscape of his time.
Three brothers and their relations in 19th century
Russia provide the base for a sweeping epic
overview of human striving, folly and hope. First
published in 1880, The Brothers Karamazov is a
landmark work in every respect. Revolving around
shiftless father Fyodor Pavlovich Karamazov are the
fates of his three sons, each of whom has fortunes
entwined with the others. The eldest son, Dimitri,
seeks an inheritance from his father and becomes
his rival in love. Ivan, the second son, is so at odds
with the world that he is driven near to madness,
while the youngest, Alexi, is a man of faith and a
natural optimist. These personalities are drawn out
and tested in a crucible of conflict and emotion as
the author forces upon them fundamental questions
of morality, faith, reason and responsibility. This
charged situation is pushed to its limit by the addition
of the unthinkable, murder and possible patricide.
Using shifting viewpoints and delving into the minds
of his characters, Dostoevsky adopted fresh
techniques to tell his wide-reaching story with power
and startling effectiveness. The Brothers Karamazov
remains one of the most respected and celebrated
novels in all literature and continues to reward
readers beyond expectation. With an eye-catching
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new cover, and professionally typeset manuscript,
this edition of The Brothers Karamazov is both
modern and readable.
The life of one of Western art's most admired and
misunderstood painters J.M.W. Turner is one of the
most important figures in Western art, and his
visionary work paved the way for a revolution in
landscape painting. Over the course of his lifetime,
Turner strove to liberate painting from an antiquated
system of patronage. Bringing a new level of
expression and color to his canvases, he paved the
way for the modern artist. Turner was very much a
man of his changing era. In his lifetime, he saw
Britain ravaged by Napoleonic wars, revived by the
Industrial Revolution, and embarked upon a new
moment of Imperial glory with the ascendancy of
Queen Victoria. His own life embodied astonishing
transformation. Born the son of a barber in Covent
Garden, he was buried amid pomp and ceremony in
St. Paul's Cathedral. Turner was accepted into the
prestigious Royal Academy at the height of the
French Revolution when a climate of fear dominated
Britain. Unable to travel abroad he explored at home,
reimagining the landscape to create some of the
most iconic scenes of his country. But his work
always had a profound human element. When a
moment of peace allowed travel into Europe, Turner
was one of the first artists to capture the beauty of
the Alps, to revive Venice as a subject, and to follow
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in Byron’s footsteps through the Rhine country.
While he was commercially successful for most of
his career, Turner's personal life remained fraught.
His mother suffered from mental illness and was
committed to Bedlam. Turner never married but had
several long-term mistresses and illegitimate
daughters. His erotic drawings were numerous but
were covered up by prurient Victorians after his
death. Turner's late, impressionistic work was held
up by his Victorian detractors as example of a
creeping madness. Affection for the artist’s work
soured. John Ruskin, the greatest of all 19th century
art critics, did what he could to rescue Turner’s
reputation, but Turner’s very last works confounded
even his greatest defender. TURNER humanizes
this surprising genius while placing him in his
fascinating historical context. Franny Moyle brilliantly
tells the story of the man to give us an astonishing
portrait of the artist and a vivid evocation of Britain
and Europe in flux.
Constance Anne Madonna Dominica O'Leary is the
product of a Catholic convent school that specializes
in fraud, racketeering, and training young minds to
believe that anything is possible with enough lube.
When she finds herself trapped under 400
decomposing pounds of car salesman in a sticky
Florida motel room, everything she has ever learned
is put to the test. Her struggle for survival leads to a
dark world of sex puppets, paramilitary-style Catholic
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fund raising, exploding Nazis, homicidal Vietnamese
nail girls...and the true meaning of being a Dick.
This paperback gift edition of the renowned poet and
playwright's epigrams and witticisms features
hundreds of quips from Wilde's personal letters and
conversations as well as his fiction, essays, lectures,
and plays.
Witty, inspiring, and charismatic, Oscar Wilde is one
of the Greats of English literature. Today, his plays
and stories are beloved around the world. But it was
not always so. His afterlife has given him the
legitimacy that life denied him. Making Oscar Wilde
reveals the untold story of young Oscar's career in
Victorian England and post-Civil War America. Set
on two continents, this book tracks a larger-than-life
hero on an unforgettable adventure to make his
name and gain international acclaim. 'Success is a
science,' Wilde believed, 'if you have the conditions,
you get the result.' Combining new evidence and
gripping cultural history, Michèle Mendelssohn
dramatizes Wilde's rise, fall, and resurrection as part
of a spectacular transatlantic pageant. With superb
style and an instinct for story-telling, she brings to life
the charming young Irishman who set out to
captivate the United States and Britain with his
words and ended up conquering the world. Following
the twists and turns of Wilde's journey, Mendelssohn
vividly depicts sensation-hungry Victorian journalism
and popular entertainment alongside racial
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controversies, sex scandals, and the growth of Irish
nationalism. This ground-breaking revisionist history
shows how Wilde's tumultuous early life embodies
the story of the Victorian era as it tottered towards
modernity. Riveting and original, Making Oscar
Wilde is a masterful account of a life like no other.
Winner of both the National Book Critics Circle
Award and the Pulitzer Prize, Oscar Wilde is the
definitive biography of the tortured poet and
playwright and the last book by renowned biographer
and literary critic Richard Ellmann. Ellmann
dedicated two decades to the research and writing of
this biography, resulting in a complex and richly
detailed portrait of Oscar Wilde. Ellman captures the
wit, creativity, and charm of the psychologically and
sexually complicated writer, as well as the darker
aspects of his personality and life. Covering
everything from Wilde's rise as a young literary talent
to his eventual imprisonment and death in exile with
exquisite detail, Ellmann's fascinating account of
Wilde's life and work is a resounding triumph.
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