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Consciousness Explained Daniel
C Dennett
“A witty, learned, authoritative survey of
philosophical thought.” —The New York Times Book
Review The first authoritative and accessible single-
volume history of philosophy to cover both Western
and Eastern traditions, from one of the world’s most
eminent thinkers The story of philosophy is an epic
tale, spanning civilizations and continents. It
explores some of the most creative minds in history.
But not since the long-popular classic by Bertrand
Russell, A History of Western Philosophy, published
in 1945, has there been a comprehensive and
entertaining single-volume history of this great,
intellectual, world-shaping journey. With
characteristic clarity and elegance, A. C. Grayling
takes the reader from the age of the Buddha,
Confucius, and Socrates through Christianity’s
capture of the European mind, from the Renaissance
and Enlightenment on to Mill, Nietzsche, Sartre and,
finally, philosophy today. Surveying in tandem the
great philosophical traditions of India, China, and the
Persian-Arabic world, and astonishing in its range
and accessibility, Grayling’s The History of
Philosophy is destined to be a landmark work.
A radically new view of the nature and purpose of
consciousness How is consciousness possible?
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What biological purpose does it serve? And why do
we value it so highly? In Soul Dust, the psychologist
Nicholas Humphrey, a leading figure in
consciousness research, proposes a startling new
theory. Consciousness, he argues, is nothing less
than a magical-mystery show that we stage for
ourselves inside our own heads. This self-made
show lights up the world for us and makes us feel
special and transcendent. Thus consciousness
paves the way for spirituality, and allows us, as
human beings, to reap the rewards, and anxieties, of
living in what Humphrey calls the "soul niche."
Tightly argued, intellectually gripping, and a joy to
read, Soul Dust provides answers to the deepest
questions. It shows how the problem of
consciousness merges with questions that obsess
us all—how life should be lived and the fear of death.
Resting firmly on neuroscience and evolutionary
theory, and drawing a wealth of insights from
philosophy and literature, Soul Dust is an
uncompromising yet life-affirming work—one that
never loses sight of the majesty and wonder of
consciousness.
Updated and revised, the highly-anticipated second
edition of The Blackwell Companion to
Consciousness offers a collection of readings that
together represent the most thorough and
comprehensive survey of the nature of
consciousness available today. Features updates to
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scientific chapters reflecting the latest research in
the field Includes 18 new theoretical, empirical, and
methodological chapters covering integrated
information theory, renewed interest in panpsychism,
and more Covers a wide array of topics that include
the origins and extent of consciousness, various
consciousness experiences such as meditation and
drug-induced states, and the neuroscience of
consciousness Presents 54 peer-reviewed chapters
written by leading experts in the study of
consciousness, from across a variety of academic
disciplines
"A supremely enjoyable, intoxicating work." —Nature
How did we come to have minds? For centuries,
poets, philosophers, psychologists, and physicists
have wondered how the human mind developed its
unrivaled abilities. Disciples of Darwin have
explained how natural selection produced plants, but
what about the human mind? In From Bacteria to
Bach and Back, Daniel C. Dennett builds on recent
discoveries from biology and computer science to
show, step by step, how a comprehending mind
could in fact have arisen from a mindless process of
natural selection. A crucial shift occurred when
humans developed the ability to share memes, or
ways of doing things not based in genetic instinct.
Competition among memes produced thinking tools
powerful enough that our minds don’t just perceive
and react, they create and comprehend. An agenda-

Page 3/22



Bookmark File PDF Consciousness Explained
Daniel C Dennett

setting book for a new generation of philosophers
and scientists, From Bacteria to Bach and Back will
delight and entertain all those curious about how the
mind works.
"Lives up to all the hype" "An absolutely necessary
book," "Should be taught in schools," "Dynamite, this
is a brilliant book" - see the reviews on Amazon.com.
The Future's Most important Book: -- Why we're so
convinced that we're in charge when we're really just
carrying out evolution's instructions -- Why our lives,
as Buddha suggested, are inherently unsatisfactory,
despite our luxurious homes, successful careers and
loving families -- How humans will one day take
control of their conscious minds, get happy and stay
happy. And the real reason Aliens haven't visited the
Earth yet... 107 minutes (average read time) to
change the way you think about everything. "Easy to
understand and persuasive" "Fun, short, insightful"
"Bad Ass "
Frank Jackson champions the cause of conceptual
analysis as central to philosophical inquiry, arguing
that there is nothing especially mysterious about it
and a whole range of important questions cannot be
productively addressed without it.
Consciousness ExplainedLittle, Brown
First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Contemporary Philosophy in Focus will offer a series
of introductory volumes of newly commissioned
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essays to many of the dominant philosophical
thinkers of the current age.Author of books such as
Consciousness Explained and Darwin's Dangerous
Idea, Daniel C. Dennett has reached a huge general
and professional audience that extends beyond
philosophy to the study of consciousness , the
development of the child's mind, cognitive ethnology,
explanation in the social sciences, artificial
intelligence, and evolutionary theory. This volume is
the only truly introductory collection that explores the
implications of Dennett's work.
The New York Times bestseller – a “crystal-clear,
constantly engaging” (Jared Diamond) exploration of
the role that religious belief plays in our lives and our
interactions For all the thousands of books that have
been written about religion, few until this one have
attempted to examine it scientifically: to ask why—and
how—it has shaped so many lives so strongly. Is
religion a product of blind evolutionary instinct or
rational choice? Is it truly the best way to live a moral
life? Ranging through biology, history, and
psychology, Daniel C. Dennett charts religion’s
evolution from “wild” folk belief to “domesticated”
dogma. Not an antireligious screed but an unblinking
look beneath the veil of orthodoxy, Breaking the
Spell will be read and debated by believers and
skeptics alike.
What is it like to be a preacher or rabbi who no
longer believes in God? In this expanded and
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updated edition of their groundbreaking study, Daniel
C. Dennett and Linda LaScola comprehensively and
sensitively expose an inconvenient truth that
religious institutions face in the new transparency of
the information age—the phenomenon of clergy who
no longer believe what they publicly preach. In
confidential interviews, clergy from across the
ministerial spectrum—from liberal to literal—reveal how
their lives of religious service and study have led
them to a truth inimical to their professed beliefs and
profession. Although their personal stories are as
varied as the denominations they once represented,
or continue to represent—whether Catholic, Baptist,
Episcopalian, Methodist, Mormon, Pentecostal, or
any of numerous others—they give voice not only to
their own struggles but also to those who similarly
suffer in tender and lonely silence. As this study
poignantly and vividly reveals, their common journey
has far-reaching implications not only for their
families, their congregations, and their
communities—but also for the very future of religion.
An original, endlessly thought-provoking, and
controversial look at the nature of consciousness
and identity argues that the key to understanding
selves and consciousness is the "strange loop," a
special kind of abstract feedback loop inhabiting our
brains.
National Book Award Finalist: “This man’s ideas
may be the most influential, not to say controversial,
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of the second half of the twentieth
century.”—Columbus Dispatch At the heart of this
classic, seminal book is Julian Jaynes's still-
controversial thesis that human consciousness did
not begin far back in animal evolution but instead is
a learned process that came about only three
thousand years ago and is still developing. The
implications of this revolutionary scientific paradigm
extend into virtually every aspect of our psychology,
our history and culture, our religion—and indeed our
future. “Don’t be put off by the academic title of
Julian Jaynes’s The Origin of Consciousness in the
Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind. Its prose is
always lucid and often lyrical…he unfolds his case
with the utmost intellectual rigor.”—The New York
Times “When Julian Jaynes . . . speculates that until
late in the twentieth millennium BC men had no
consciousness but were automatically obeying the
voices of the gods, we are astounded but compelled
to follow this remarkable thesis.”—John Updike, The
New Yorker “He is as startling as Freud was in The
Interpretation of Dreams, and Jaynes is equally as
adept at forcing a new view of known human
behavior.”—American Journal of Psychiatry
"Brilliant...as audacious as its title....Mr. Dennett's
exposition is nothing short of brilliant." --George
Johnson, New York Times Book Review
Consciousness Explained is a a full-scale
exploration of human consciousness. In this
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landmark book, Daniel Dennett refutes the
traditional, commonsense theory of consciousness
and presents a new model, based on a wealth of
information from the fields of neuroscience,
psychology, and artificial intelligence. Our current
theories about conscious life-of people, animal, even
robots--are transformed by the new perspectives
found in this book.
Some thinkers argue that our best scientific theories
about the world prove that free will is an illusion.
Others disagree. The concept of free will is
profoundly important to our self-understanding, our
interpersonal relationships, and our moral and legal
practices. If it turns out that no one is ever free and
morally responsible, what would that mean for
society, morality, meaning, and the law? Just
Deserts brings together two philosophers – Daniel C.
Dennett and Gregg D. Caruso – to debate their
respective views on free will, moral responsibility,
and legal punishment. In three extended
conversations, Dennett and Caruso present their
arguments for and against the existence of free will
and debate their implications. Dennett argues that
the kind of free will required for moral responsibility
is compatible with determinism – for him, self-control
is key; we are not responsible for becoming
responsible, but are responsible for staying
responsible, for keeping would-be puppeteers at
bay. Caruso takes the opposite view, arguing that
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who we are and what we do is ultimately the result of
factors beyond our control, and because of this we
are never morally responsible for our actions in the
sense that would make us truly deserving of blame
and praise, punishment and reward. These two
leading thinkers introduce the concepts central to the
debate about free will and moral responsibility by
way of an entertaining, rigorous and sometimes
heated philosophical dialogue. What emerges is a
clear account of the latest thinking on free will, and
what is at stake for our moral and legal practices.
The Nobel Prize winner's most influential and
enduring political writings, newly curated and
introduced by acclaimed Camus scholar Alice
Kaplan. Albert Camus (1913-1960) is unsurpassed
among writers for a body of work that animates the
wonder and absurdity of existence. Committed
Writings brings together, for the first time,
thematically-linked essays from across Camus's
writing career that reflect the scope of his political
thought. This pivotal collection embodies Camus's
radical and unwavering commitment to upholding
human rights, resisting fascism, and creating art in
the service of justice.
This collection of 17 essays by the author offers a
comprehensive theory of mind, encompassing traditional
issues of consciousness and free will. Using careful
arguments and ingenious thought-experiments, the author
exposes familiar preconceptions and hobbling institutions.
This collection of 17 essays by the author offers a
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comprehensive theory of mind, encompassing traditional
issues of consciousness and free will. Using careful
arguments and ingenious thought-experiments, the author
exposes familiar preconceptions and hobbling institutions.
The essays are grouped into four sections: Intentional
Explanation and Attributions of Mentality; The Nature of
Theory in Psychology; Objects of Consciousness and the
Nature of Experience; and Free Will and Personhood.
A new collection of wide-ranging essays from one of cognitive
science's most distingushed figures. Minds are complex
artifacts, partly biological and partly social; only a unified,
multidisciplinary approach will yield a realistic theory of how
they came into existence and how they work. One of the
foremost workers in this multidisciplinary field is Daniel
Dennett. This book brings together his essays on the
philosphy of mind, artificial intelligence, and cognitive
ethology that appeared in inaccessible journals from 1984 to
1996. Highlights include "Can Machines Think?," "The
Unimagined Preposterousness of Zombies," "Artificial Life as
Philosophy," and "Animal Consciousness: What Matters and
Why." Collected in a single volume, the essays are now
available to a wider audience.
In Conversations on Consciousness, Susan Blackmore
interviews some of the great minds of our time, a who's who
of eminent thinkers, all of whom have devoted much of their
lives to understanding the concept of consciousness. The
interviewees, ranging from major philosophers to renowned
scientists, talk candidly with Blackmore about some of the key
philosophical issues confronting us in a series of
conversations that are revealing, insightful, and stimulating.
They ruminate on the nature of consciousness (is it
something apart from the brain?) and discuss if it is even
possible to understand the human mind. Some of these
thinkers say no, but most believe that we will pierce the
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mystery surrounding consciousness, and that neuroscience
will provide the key. Blackmore goes beyond the issue of
consciousness to ask other intriguing questions: Is there free
will? (A question which yields many conflicted replies, with
most saying yes and no.) If not, how does this effect the way
you live your life; and more broadly, how has your work
changed the way you live? Paired with an introduction and
extensive glossary that provide helpful background
information, these provocative conversations illuminate how
some of the greatest minds tackle some of the most difficult
questions about human nature.
"Everything is rhetoric," says Philip Dhingra, "as nothing
exists except in the concepts we have been persuaded to
believe." Written in the style of Nietzsche's Gay Science,
Philosophistry takes a critical eye to topics as wide-ranging as
evolution and economics, happiness and history, cryonics
and computer science. These 234 micro-essays represent
Dhingra's 15-year love affair with words, all of which
originated in a blog of the same name that he started in a
cybercaf in London's Picadilly Circus.
In 2007, Christopher Hitchens, Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris,
and Daniel Dennett filmed a landmark discussion about
modern atheism. The video went viral. Now in print for the
first time, the transcript of their conversation is illuminated by
new essays from three of the original participants and an
introduction by Stephen Fry. At the dawn of the new atheist
movement, the thinkers who became known as “the four
horsemen,” the heralds of religion's unraveling—Christopher
Hitchens, Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, and Daniel
Dennett—sat down together over cocktails. What followed was
a rigorous, pathbreaking, and enthralling exchange, which
has been viewed millions of times since it was first posted on
YouTube. This is intellectual inquiry at its best: exhilarating,
funny, and unpredictable, sincere and probing, reminding us
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just how varied and colorful the threads of modern atheism
are. Here is the transcript of that conversation, in print for the
first time, augmented by material from the living participants:
Dawkins, Harris, and Dennett. These new essays, introduced
by Stephen Fry, mark the evolution of their thinking and
highlight particularly resonant aspects of this epic exchange.
Each man contends with the most fundamental questions of
human existence while challenging the others to articulate
their own stance on God and religion, cultural criticism,
spirituality, debate with people of faith, and the components
of a truly ethical life. Praise for The Four Horsemen “This
bracing exchange of ideas crackles with energy. It’s
fascinating to watch four first-class minds explore a rugged
intellectual terrain. . . . The text affords a different, more
reflective way of processing the truly vital exchange of ideas. .
. . I commend the book to those seeking an honest reckoning
with their religion—and those curious about how the world
looks from a rigorously naturalistic and atheistic point of
view.”—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette “The full, electrifying
transcript of the one and only conversation between the
quartet of luminaries dubbed the ‘four horsemen’ of the New
Atheism, which took place in Washington, D.C., in 2007.
Among the vast range of ideas and questions they discuss: Is
it ever possible to win a war of ideas? Is spirituality the
preserve of the religious? And, are there any truths you would
rather not know?”—The Bookseller (UK) (starred review)
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER "If you’ve ever wondered
how you have the capacity to wonder, some fascinating
insights await you in these pages.” --Adam Grant, New York
Times bestselling author of Originals As concise and
enlightening as Seven Brief Lessons on Physics and
Astrophysics for People in a Hurry, this mind-expanding dive
into the mystery of consciousness is an illuminating
meditation on the self, free will, and felt experience. What is
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consciousness? How does it arise? And why does it exist?
We take our experience of being in the world for granted. But
the very existence of consciousness raises profound
questions: Why would any collection of matter in the universe
be conscious? How are we able to think about this? And why
should we? In this wonderfully accessible book, Annaka
Harris guides us through the evolving definitions,
philosophies, and scientific findings that probe our limited
understanding of consciousness. Where does it reside, and
what gives rise to it? Could it be an illusion, or a universal
property of all matter? As we try to understand
consciousness, we must grapple with how to define it and, in
the age of artificial intelligence, who or what might possess it.
Conscious offers lively and challenging arguments that alter
our ideas about consciousness—allowing us to think freely
about it for ourselves, if indeed we can.
A landmark book in the debate over free will that makes the
case for compatibilism. In this landmark 1984 work on free
will, Daniel Dennett makes a case for compatibilism. His aim,
as he writes in the preface to this new edition, was a cleanup
job, “saving everything that mattered about the everyday
concept of free will, while jettisoning the impediments.” In
Elbow Room, Dennett argues that the varieties of free will
worth wanting—those that underwrite moral and artistic
responsibility—are not threatened by advances in science but
distinguished, explained, and justified in detail. Dennett
tackles the question of free will in a highly original and witty
manner, drawing on the theories and concepts of fields that
range from physics and evolutionary biology to engineering,
automata theory, and artificial intelligence. He shows how the
classical formulations of the problem in philosophy depend on
misuses of imagination, and he disentangles the
philosophical problems of real interest from the “family of
anxieties” in which they are often enmeshed—imaginary
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agents and bogeymen, including the Peremptory Puppeteer,
the Nefarious Neurosurgeon, and the Cosmic Child Whose
Dolls We Are. Putting sociobiology in its rightful place, he
concludes that we can have free will and science too. He
explores reason, control and self-control, the meaning of
“can” and “could have done otherwise,” responsibility and
punishment, and why we would want free will in the first
place. A fresh reading of Dennett's book shows how much it
can still contribute to current discussions of free will. This
edition includes as its afterword Dennett's 2012 Erasmus
Prize essay.
Why doesn't all this cognitive processing go on "in the dark,"
without any consciousness at all? In this book philosophers,
physicists, psychologists, neurophysiologists, computer
scientists, and others address this central topic in the growing
discipline of consciousness studies. At the 1994 landmark
conference "Toward a Scientific Basis for Consciousness",
philosopher David Chalmers distinguished between the
"easy" problems and the "hard" problem of consciousness
research. According to Chalmers, the easy problems are to
explain cognitive functions such as discrimination, integration,
and the control of behavior; the hard problem is to explain
why these functions should be associated with phenomenal
experience. Why doesnt all this cognitive processing go on "in
the dark", without any consciousness at all? In this book,
philosophers, physicists, psychologists, neurophysiologists,
computer scientists, and others address this central topic in
the growing discipline of consciousness studies. Some take
issue with Chalmers' distinction, arguing that the hard
problem is a non-problem, or that the explanatory gap is too
wide to be bridged. Others offer alternative suggestions as to
how the problem might be solved, whether through cognitive
science, fundamental physics, empirical phenomenology, or
with theories that take consciousness as irreducible.
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Contributors Bernard J. Baars, Douglas J. Bilodeau, David
Chalmers, Patricia S. Churchland, Thomas Clark, C. J. S.
Clarke, Francis Crick, Daniel C. Dennett, Stuart Hameroff,
Valerie Hardcastle, David Hodgson, Piet Hut, Christof Koch,
Benjamin Libet, E. J. Lowe, Bruce MacLennan, Colin McGinn,
Eugene Mills, Kieron OHara, Roger Penrose, Mark C. Price,
William S. Robinson, Gregg Rosenberg, Tom Scott, William
Seager, Jonathan Shear, Roger N. Shepard, Henry Stapp,
Francisco J. Varela, Max Velmans, Richard Warner
The philosophy professor behind Breaking the Spell and
Consciousness Explained offers exercises and tools to
stretch the mind, offering new ways to consider, discuss and
argue positions on dangerous subject matter including
evolution, the meaning of life and free will.
It has long been one of the most fundamental problems of
philosophy, and it is now, John Searle writes, "the most
important problem in the biological sciences": What is
consciousness? Is my inner awareness of myself something
separate from my body? In what began as a series of essays
in The New York Review of Books, John Searle evaluates the
positions on consciousness of such well-known scientists and
philosophers as Francis Crick, Gerald Edelman, Roger
Penrose, Daniel Dennett, David Chalmers, and Israel
Rosenfield. He challenges claims that the mind works like a
computer, and that brain functions can be reproduced by
computer programs. With a sharp eye for confusion and
contradiction, he points out which avenues of current
research are most likely to come up with a biological
examination of how conscious states are caused by the brain.
Only when we understand how the brain works will we solve
the mystery of consciousness, and only then will we begin to
understand issues ranging from artificial intelligence to our
very nature as human beings.
Illusionism is the view that phenomenal consciousness (in the
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philosophers' sense) is an illusion. This book is a reprint of a
special issue of the Journal of Consciousness Studies
devoted to this topic. It takes the form of a target paper by the
editor, followed by commentaries from various thinkers,
including leading defenders of the theory such as Daniel
Dennett, Nicholas Humphrey, Derk Pereboom and Georges
Rey. A number of disciplines are represented and different
viewpoints are discussed and defended. The colleciton is tied
together with a response to the commentaries from the editor.
In the years since Daniel Dennett's influential Consciousness
Explained was published in 1991, scientific research on
consciousness has been a hotly contested battleground of
rival theories—"so rambunctious," Dennett observes, "that
several people are writing books just about the tumult." With
Sweet Dreams, Dennett returns to the subject for "revision
and renewal" of his theory of consciousness, taking into
account major empirical advances in the field since 1991 as
well as recent theoretical challenges. In Consciousness
Explained, Dennett proposed to replace the ubiquitous but
bankrupt Cartesian Theater model (which posits a privileged
place in the brain where "it all comes together" for the magic
show of consciousness) with the Multiple Drafts Model.
Drawing on psychology, cognitive neuroscience, and artificial
intelligence, he asserted that human consciousness is
essentially the mental software that reorganizes the functional
architecture of the brain. In Sweet Dreams, he recasts the
Multiple Drafts Model as the "fame in the brain" model, as a
background against which to examine the philosophical
issues that "continue to bedevil the field." With his usual
clarity and brio, Dennett enlivens his arguments with a variety
of vivid examples. He isolates the "Zombic Hunch" that
distorts much of the theorizing of both philosophers and
scientists, and defends heterophenomenology, his "third-
person" approach to the science of consciousness, against
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persistent misinterpretations and objections. The old
challenge of Frank Jackson's thought experiment about Mary
the color scientist is given a new rebuttal in the form of
"RoboMary," while his discussion of a famous card trick, "The
Tuned Deck," is designed to show that David Chalmers's
Hard Problem is probably just a figment of theorists'
misexploited imagination. In the final essay, the "intrinsic"
nature of "qualia" is compared with the naively imagined
"intrinsic value" of a dollar in "Consciousness—How Much is
That in Real Money?"
Through the use of such "folk" concepts as belief, desire,
intention, and expectation, Daniel Dennett asserts in this first
full scale presentation of a theory of intentionality that he has
been developing for almost twenty years.
Combining ideas from philosophy, artificial intelligence, and
neurobiology, Daniel Dennett leads the reader on a
fascinating journey of inquiry, exploring such intriguing
possibilities as: Can any of us really know what is going on in
someone else's mind? What distinguishes the human mind
from the minds of animals, especially those capable of
complex behavior? If such animals, for instance, were
magically given the power of language, would their
communities evolve an intelligence as subtly discriminating as
ours? Will robots, once they have been endowed with
sensory systems like those that provide us with experience,
ever exhibit the particular traits long thought to distinguish the
human mind, including the ability to think about thinking?
Dennett addresses these questions from an evolutionary
perspective. Beginning with the macromolecules of DNA and
RNA, the author shows how, step-by-step, animal life moved
from the simple ability to respond to frequently recurring
environmental conditions to much more powerful ways of
beating the odds, ways of using patterns of past experience
to predict the future in never-before-encountered situations.
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Whether talking about robots whose video-camera "eyes"
give us the powerful illusion that "there is somebody in there"
or asking us to consider whether spiders are just tiny robots
mindlessly spinning their webs of elegant design, Dennett is a
master at finding and posing questions sure to stimulate and
even disturb.
Explores how the "user illusion" of the computer world applies
to our own consciousness, and encourages readers to find a
better understanding of the consciousness and to celebrate
the joys of the world
Can there be freedom and free will in a deterministic world?
Renowned philosopher Daniel Dennett emphatically answers
“yes!” Using an array of provocative formulations, Dennett
sets out to show how we alone among the animals have
evolved minds that give us free will and morality. Weaving a
richly detailed narrative, Dennett explains in a series of
strikingly original arguments—drawing upon evolutionary
biology, cognitive neuroscience, economics, and
philosophy—that far from being an enemy of traditional
explorations of freedom, morality, and meaning, the
evolutionary perspective can be an indispensable ally. In
Freedom Evolves, Dennett seeks to place ethics on the
foundation it deserves: a realistic, naturalistic, potentially
unified vision of our place in nature.
In a book that is both groundbreaking and
accessible, Daniel C. Dennett, whom Chet Raymo of
The Boston Globe calls "one of the most provocative
thinkers on the planet," focuses his unerringly logical
mind on the theory of natural selection, showing how
Darwin's great idea transforms and illuminates our
traditional view of humanity's place in the universe.
Dennett vividly describes the theory itself and then
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extends Darwin's vision with impeccable arguments
to their often surprising conclusions, challenging the
views of some of the most famous scientists of our
day.
The physiologist Benjamin Libet famously
demonstrated that activity in the brain's motor
regions can be detected some 300 milliseconds
before a person feels that he has decided to move.
Another lab recently used fMRI data to show that
some "conscious" decisions can be predicted up to
10 seconds before they enter awareness (long
before the preparatory motor activity detected by
Libet). Clearly, findings of this kind are difficult to
reconcile with the sense that one is the conscious
source of one's actions. The question of free will is
no mere curio of philosophy seminars. A belief in
free will underwrites both the religious notion of "sin"
and our enduring commitment to retributive justice.
The Supreme Court has called free will a "universal
and persistent" foundation for our system of law. Any
scientific developments that threatened our notion of
free will would seem to put the ethics of punishing
people for their bad behaviour in question.In Free
Will Harris debates these ideas and asks whether or
not, given what brain science is telling us, we
actually have free will?
Essays from some of the 20th century's greatest
thinkers explore topics as diverse as artificial
intelligence, evolution, science fiction, philosophy,
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reductionism, and consciousness, presenting a
variety of conflicting visions of the self and the soul.
Illustrations.
This book revises the traditional view of
consciousness by claiming that Cartesianism and
Descartes' dualism of mind and body should be
replaced with theories from the realms of
neuroscience, psychology and artificial intelligence.
What people think of as the stream of consciousness
is not a single, unified sequence, the author argues,
but "multiple drafts" of reality composed by a
computer-like "virtual machine". Dennett considers
how consciousness could have evolved in human
beings and confronts the classic mysteries of
consciousness: the nature of introspection, the self
or ego and its relation to thoughts and sensations,
and the level of consciousness of non-human
creatures.
The Nobel Prize winner's most influential and
enduring personal writings, newly curated and
introduced by acclaimed Camus scholar Alice
Kaplan. Albert Camus (1913-1960) is unsurpassed
among writers for a body of work that animates the
wonder and absurdity of existence. Personal
Writings brings together, for the first time,
thematically-linked essays from across Camus's
writing career that reflect the scope and depth of his
interior life. Grappling with an indifferent mother and
an impoverished childhood in Algeria, an ever-
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present sense of exile, and an ongoing search for
equilibrium, Camus's personal essays shed new light
on the emotional and experiential foundations of his
philosophical thought and humanize his most
celebrated works.
Science world luminary John Brockman assembles
twenty-five of the most important scientific minds,
people who have been thinking about the field
artificial intelligence for most of their careers, for an
unparalleled round-table examination about mind,
thinking, intelligence and what it means to be
human. "Artificial intelligence is today's story--the
story behind all other stories. It is the Second
Coming and the Apocalypse at the same time: Good
AI versus evil AI." --John Brockman More than sixty
years ago, mathematician-philosopher Norbert
Wiener published a book on the place of machines in
society that ended with a warning: "we shall never
receive the right answers to our questions unless we
ask the right questions.... The hour is very late, and
the choice of good and evil knocks at our door." In
the wake of advances in unsupervised, self-
improving machine learning, a small but influential
community of thinkers is considering Wiener's words
again. In Possible Minds, John Brockman gathers
their disparate visions of where AI might be taking
us. The fruit of the long history of Brockman's
profound engagement with the most important
scientific minds who have been thinking about
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AI--from Alison Gopnik and David Deutsch to Frank
Wilczek and Stephen Wolfram--Possible Minds is an
ideal introduction to the landscape of crucial issues
AI presents. The collision between opposing
perspectives is salutary and exhilarating; some of
these figures, such as computer scientist Stuart
Russell, Skype co-founder Jaan Tallinn, and
physicist Max Tegmark, are deeply concerned with
the threat of AI, including the existential one, while
others, notably robotics entrepreneur Rodney
Brooks, philosopher Daniel Dennett, and bestselling
author Steven Pinker, have a very different view.
Serious, searching and authoritative, Possible Minds
lays out the intellectual landscape of one of the most
important topics of our time.
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