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From distinguished educators, this book imagines what our schools could look
like if an authentic vision of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) were put
in place, and thoughtfully critiques how and why implementation has faltered. The
authors outline a curriculum framework that focuses on student-based inquiry
and the use of formative assessment to monitor and guide student learning. They
provide workable, innovative alternatives to the packaged instructional programs
and summative tests that have come to be associated with the English language
arts (ELA) standards. Vignettes of diverse schools and districts highlight a range
of successful approaches to making the CCSS work.
Essential reading for school leaders! Providing a blueprint for implementing and
exceeding the new Common Core State Standards, this practical guide focuses
on realistic strategies for lasting change within schools. The authors build an
inspiring case for how individual schools can develop a world-class education
system through targeted professional development. Topics include: Empowering
teachers and staff as partners in implementing the new standards Adapting
existing curriculum to meet grade-level goals for mathematics and language arts
Designing assessments that measure mastery of the standards Ensuring that the
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standards benefit all students, including multicultural learners
Smart implementation of the Common Core State Standards requires both an
overall understanding of the standards and a grasp of their implications for
planning, teaching, and learning. This Quick-Start Guide provides a succinct, all-
in-one look at * The content, structure, terminology, and emphases of the
Common Core standards for mathematics and English language arts and literacy
in the lower elementary grades. * The meaning of the individual standards within
each of the four ELA/literacy strands and five math domains, with an emphasis
on areas that represent the most significant changes to business as usual. * How
the standards connect across and within strands, domains, and grade levels to
develop the foundational language arts, literacy, and mathematics understanding
that will support a lifetime of successful learning. Here, teachers of grades K–2
and elementary school leaders will find information they need to begin adapting
their practices to help all students master the new and challenging material
contained in the standards. A practical lesson planning process to use with the
Common Core, based on Classroom Instruction That Works, 2nd Ed., is
included, along with six sample lessons. LEARN THE ESSENTIALS OF THE
COMMON CORE The grade-level and subject-specific Quick-Start Guides in the
Understanding the Common Core Standards series, edited by John Kendall, are
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designed to help school leaders and school staffs turn Common Core standards
into coherent, content-rich curriculum and effective, classroom-level lessons.
Schools and teachers have struggled to integrate Common Core State Standards
(CCSS) into their local Response to Intervention (RTI) systems. This book offers
an adaptable framework and practical tips to assist educational professionals
charged with making this connection in their schools, districts, and classrooms for
English language arts. Based on years of experience, we know that students
perform best when provided with research-based instruction, frequent progress
monitoring, and timely and targeted interventions. Focusing on what the research
tells us about how children learn, this highly practical guide can serve as the core
of language arts instruction. RTI in the Common Core Classroom will guide
today’s classroom teachers, reading coaches, and administrators in their efforts
to support all students in meeting literacy standards, including individuals with
mild to moderate disabilities. Book Features: A research-based, innovative
approach for implementing RTI and the Common Core curriculum. Effective
teaching and assessment practices in foundational reading skills, reading
comprehension, and writing. User-friendly design including, research highlight
boxes, recommended reading lists, questions for professional learning
communities, prompts, sample assignments, student writing excerpts, a Q & A
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section, and a trait-weighting table. “Sharon Vaughn is the perfect classroom
expert to help teachers mesh the requirements of any RTI program with high
standards, whether they be CCSS, state, or local.” —Susan B. Neuman, New
York University “Teaching to the unique abilities of an increasingly diverse group
of students is a persistent challenge in public education. Whether used in a
Common Core classroom or school system, Dr. Vaughn’s new book is yet
another invaluable tool for teachers and leaders to use RTI to accelerate
achievement for all students.” —Larkin Tackett, executive director, Austin Region,
IDEA Public Schools
Using Developmentally Appropriate Practices to Teach the Common Core:
Grades PreK–3 provides current and prospective primary grade teachers with an
understanding of the CCSS-ELA and CCSS-M that highlights their compatibility
with developmentally appropriate practices (DAP), the instructional approach
generally preferred by teachers of young children. The book begins by framing
the CCSS as a distinct improvement over lengthy lists of academic content
standards and as a carefully conceptualized and DAP-friendly set of curriculum
guidelines. Next, the CCSS-ELA and CCSS-M for Grades K–3 are unpacked,
analyzed, synthesized, and cross-referenced to key features of DAP. Finally,
several "hot topic" issues—differentiating instruction to meet the needs of all
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learners, ensuring equitable access to the curriculum for English Language
Learners, addressing assessment and accountability expectations, and educating
parents and families about the CCSS and DAP—are prioritized and examined in
depth. Using Developmentally Appropriate Practices to Teach the Common Core:
Grades PreK–3 is a highly useful guide for both pre-service and in-service early
childhood education teachers.
Common Core's English resources empower educators to meet the expectations
of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (ELA)
and build essential content knowledge for students in grades K-5. Each grade in
The Wheatley Portfolio features a comprehensive, coherent sequence of
thematic units that engage students in deep study of worthwhile texts and topics.
Features of this book include: Six thematic units for each grade, each centered
on a curated collection of literary and informational texts Focus standards for
each unit that complement the topic and promote student mastery of essential
literacy skills Suggested texts and activities to incorporate science, art, and
history into English instruction This revised second edition includes a sample text
study that guides students through a close read of an exemplary text, updated
web resources, and refreshed suggested works. Educators who create their
curriculum based on Common Core's Wheatley Portfolioguarantee that students
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are exposed to content-rich instruction and have ample opportunity to master the
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language skills articulated in the CCSS
for ELA.
Vocabulary at the Core, the expanded and updated edition of Vocabulary at the
Center (© 2009), is the definitive guide for every teacher engaged in helping
students learn essential academic vocabulary. In clear, precise language,
Benjamin and Crow explain why vocabulary is at the core of all learning and
communicating and why word study should play a more significant role in English
class and across the curriculum—as emphasized by the Common Core State
Standards. You will learn... How words get learned and stay learned. Why
teachers must emphasize useful academic words. Why rote memorization
doesn’t work and why students need opportunities for deep processing. How and
why to teach derivations, collocations, register, idioms, and gender. How and why
to teach context clues, fluency, and pronunciation. The benefits of graphic
organizers and word games in the classroom. Each chapter includes engaging,
easy-to-implement classroom applications that are correlated to the Common
Core State Standards and will fit seamlessly into your lesson plans. BONUS!
Vocabulary at the Core also provides ideas for formative and summative
assessments.
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Fill in the gaps of your Common Core curriculum! Each ePacket has reproducible worksheets
with questions, problems, or activities that correspond to the packet’s Common Core standard.
Download and print the worksheets for your students to complete. Then, use the answer key at
the end of the document to evaluate their progress. Look at the product code on each
worksheet to discover which of our many books it came from and build your teaching library!
This ePacket has 6 activities that you can use to reinforce the standard CCSS L.7.4b: Affixes
and Roots. To view the ePacket, you must have Adobe Reader installed. You can install it by
going to http://get.adobe.com/reader/.
This bespoke ebook compilation is focused on primary subject knowledge and in particular the
core curriculum areas of English and mathematics. It has been produced in order to address
workload concerns and to offer additional but focused support by presenting a collection of
helpful chapters from a wide range of texts to support your learning effectively and ensure that
you continue to grow your knowledge base, develop your learning, and enjoy exploring and
researching a wide range of topics in a supportive and accessible way. It takes key chapters
from a range of popular educational texts. Each chapter has deliberately been kept in its
original format so that you become familiar with a variety of styles and approaches as you
progress your studies.
The skills and strategies students practice to become proficient writers also nudge them closer
to becoming proficient readers, so how can K-2 teachers connect reading and writing
instruction in meaningful ways that allow students to go deeper in their thinking? This revised
second edition provides tips, tools, and mini-lessons for integrating reading, writing, and
speaking and listening. Each operational, print awareness, craft, and foundational writing mini-
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lesson identifies the connecting point to reading and speaking and listening with Target Skills
that can and should be revisited and reinforced during your reading block--and any content
area.
It’s the teaching around the standards that counts! What makes Sharon Taberski’s Common
Core Companion “that version of the standards you wish you had?” It’s the way Sharon
translates each and every standard for reading, writing, speaking and listening, language, and
foundational skills into the day-to-day “what you do.” It’s all here: The standards for literature
and informational texts put side by side for easier planning More than a dozen teaching ideas
for each standard Recommendations on how to cultivate critical habits of mind A glossary of
academic language for each standard An online bank of graphic organizers, reproducibles,
charts, and more
This easy-to-use guide will help educators plan and implement intervention lessons for
struggling readers that align with the English Language Arts Common Core State Standards.
The authors offer hands-on guidance for designing interventions across all grade levels,
provide ample tutoring plans and lessons, and describe procedures for teaching print skills,
comprehension, vocabulary, fluency, and study skills.
Learn to Spell on a Minecrafting Adventure! This kid-friendly workbook features well-loved
video game characters and concepts to encourage third grade spelling practice. With Steve,
Alex, zombies, creepers, and skeletons to guide them, young Minecrafters will be eager to
practice spelling skills to reinforce classroom learning and help them meet the National
Common Core language arts standards. Decoding, using prefixes and suffixes, and learning
common and irregular spelling patterns is no longer a chore. Standards-aligned spelling
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activities to supplement school learning High-interest pages with colorful illustrations and
familiar video game characters Teaches kids that learning can be fun Allows parents to
reinforce skills at home or on the go Whether you’re preparing them for the upcoming school
year or providing extra skill practice, Spelling for Minecrafters: Grade 3 is as fun as it is
educational—and is just what your child needs to meet and exceed academic standards! This
educational series is created especially for readers who love the fight of good vs. evil, magical
academies like Hogwarts in the Harry Potter saga, and games like Minecraft, Terraria, and
Pokemon GO.
"The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are the first academic standards to be
independently adopted by almost every state in the country. The purpose and intent of the
Common Core standards for English Language Arts (ELA), as well as Literacy in History/Social
Studies and Science Education, are the focus of this book. Each of the chapters addresses
one of the major English Language Arts domains: literature, informational texts, foundational
skills, writing, speaking and listening, language, technology, and assessment. The objective of
the chapters is twofold: to provide a theoretical background and detailed explanation of each of
the CCSS/ELA standards, as well as practical suggestions, classroom vignettes, models,
instructional resources, and unit ideas to implement the standards"--
As teachers grapple with the challenge of a new, bigger and more challenging school
curriculum, at every key stage and phase, success can feel beyond our reach. But what
if there were 50,000 small solutions to help us bridge that gap? In Closing the
Vocabulary Gap, Alex Quigley explores the increased demands of an academic
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curriculum and how closing the vocabulary gap between our ‘word poor’ and ‘word
rich’ students could prove the vital difference between school failure and success. This
must-read book presents the case for teacher-led efforts to develop students'
vocabulary and provides practical solutions for teachers across the curriculum,
incorporating easy-to-use tools, resources and classroom activities. Grounded in the
very best available evidence into reading development and vocabulary acquisition,
Closing the Vocabulary Gap sets out to: help teachers understand the vital role of
vocabulary in all learning; share what every teacher needs to know about reading (but
was afraid to ask); unveil the intriguing history of words and exactly how they work;
reveal the elusive secrets to achieve spelling success; provide strategies for vocabulary
development for all teachers of every subject and phase. With engaging anecdotes
from the author’s extensive personal teaching experience woven throughout, as well as
accessible summaries of relevant research, Alex Quigley has written an invaluable
resource suitable for classroom teachers across all phases, literacy leaders and senior
leadership teams who wish to close the vocabulary gap.
There is a myth that English spelling is unnecessarily complex, and it is spread by
those who don’t understand the writing system. Spelling for Life offers lucid, accessible
tools which help to reveal that, when explicitly and systematically taught, spelling is
scientific, law-abiding and even elegant. Using a synthesis of theory, research and
teaching experience, the fascinating nature of English spelling is systematically teased
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out. The examples and exercises throughout offer an encouraging, accessible way to
implement the program of study and strive to reveal the beauty of spelling. Spelling for
Life enables teachers and students to: • learn what the common spelling coping
strategies are; • gain insights into undoing poor spelling habits; • work together to
reveal patterns not only in regular spelling, but also in words which on the surface seem
to break the spelling rules; • practise successful spelling strategies, progressing from
simple to complex words rapidly and with confidence. This new and improved edition
includes updated spelling techniques as well as new chapters on orthographic
mapping, spelling assessment, teaching consonant clusters well and suffixing rules.
Aided by example lessons, formative assessments, unique tools, a scope and
sequence, and extensive practice lists, this highly acclaimed overview of spelling
succeeds in developing theory and practice in the writing system for teacher and
student alike.
Give your students a head start in achieving the critical knowledge and skills identified
in the K-5 English Language Arts Common Core State Standards.Common Core
Standards A Step-by-Step Approach: English Language Arts ~ Grades K-5 is an
essential tool for all ELA teachers striving to ensure students meet these standards in
each of the four strands of the ELA – Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening and
Language. Written by Toby Karten, an educator with more than 30 years of experience,
this valuable six page (tri-fold) laminated guide includes: * Classroom management tips
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* Core materials and resources * Good teaching and assessment practices Additionally,
this valuable guide provides teachers with a step-by-step approach to teaching students
in grades K-5 the literacy skills they need to meet the English and Language Arts
Standards according to the CCS. In one easy-to-read reference, this approach is
broken down by grade level, and includes: * Review ELA standards from prior, current
and following years * Determine student levels then decide topics for a particular time
frame for small groups and individuals * Share these topics and goals with students in a
child-friendly language * Create a task analysis of a standard that includes visuals and
graphic organizers * Revisit and adjust groups and individual lessons based on formal
and informal tests and assessments An essential desktop tool for any literacy teacher
striving to help students meet the CCSS.
Explore strategies for integrating the Common Core State Standards for English
language arts for grades 3–5 in this interdisciplinary resource, which focuses on areas
of instruction, curriculum, assessment, and intervention. You’ll also learn how to
implement the CCSS within the powerful PLC at WorkTM process. Critical chapter-
opening questions guide discussion and help you leverage the CCSS to optimize
student learning.
Learn to Spell on a Minecrafting Adventure! This kid-friendly workbook features well-
loved video game characters and concepts to encourage third grade spelling practice.
With Steve, Alex, zombies, creepers, and skeletons to guide them, young Minecrafters
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will be eager to practice spelling skills to reinforce classroom learning and help them
meet the National Common Core language arts standards. Decoding, using prefixes
and suffixes, and learning common and irregular spelling patterns is no longer a chore.
Standards-aligned spelling activities that support school learning High-interest pages
with colorful illustrations and familiar video game characters Teaches kids that learning
can be fun Allows parents to reinforce skills at home or on the go Whether you’re
preparing them for the upcoming school year or providing extra skill practice, Spelling
for Minecrafters: Grade 4 is as fun as it is educational—and is just what your child needs
to meet and exceed academic standards! This educational series is created especially
for readers who love the fight of good vs. evil, magical academies like Hogwarts in the
Harry Potter saga, and games like Minecraft, Terraria, and Pokemon GO.
Common Core State Standards for Grades 2-3: Language Arts Instructional Strategies
and Activities is designed to help teachers teach CORE standards using research-
based, effective instructional strategies in combination with ready-to-use activities.
These strategies include identifying similarities and differences, writing summaries and
taking notes, creating non-linguistic representations, and suggestions for homework
and practice.
This book offers an organized program where students complete focused exercises to
develop a key language skill required of students. The exercises increase from easy, to
moderate, and then to advanced. This leveled and focused approach will introduce
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students at a comfortable level and then build on the skills so that students reach and
then exceed grade level expectations. Key Features - 101 exercises focused on
compound words - also covers suffixes, prefixes, word analysis, synonyms, and
antonyms - 10 complete sets of exercises organized into easy, moderate, and
advanced - vocabulary, reading level, and difficulty increase through the sets - format
allows for review and feedback as the student progresses Develops Key Common Core
Language Skills - produces a thorough understanding of compound words - develops
word analysis and decoding skills - introduces common prefixes and suffixes -
illustrates how prefixes and suffixes change word meaning - develops skills in
identifying and using synonyms and antonyms - teaches students to use context to
determine word meaning - creates an understanding of words with multiple meanings -
introduces pronouns and demonstrates their meaning and uses - encourages the use of
different techniques to determine correct spelling
California Common Core State StandardsEnglish language arts & literacy in
history/social studies, science, and technical subjectsCommon Core for the Not-
So-Common Learner, Grades K-5English Language Arts StrategiesCorwin Press
Dive into prefixes and suffixes where students in grades 2–4 will expand their
vocabularies and improve their word knowledge. Starting with Prefixes and
Suffixes is a standards-based resource that introduces common Latin and Greek
prefixes and suffixes and presents them in ways that are easy to understand and
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apply. Each lesson provides necessary content explanations, instructional
guidelines, and activities to help students decipher meaning by analyzing work
parts and word groups. Additional resources are offered to assist teachers
facilitate learning with an appendix offering more activities, extensions, and
flashcards. This resource is correlated to College and Career Readiness and
other state standards.
Offers advice, tools, and strategies to build struggling learners' language skills.
Review and reinforce essential second grade language arts skills with fun and
engaging, standards-based flash-cards. Aligned to the Common Core Standards,
this book features more than 100 flash cards along with activities for each day of
the school week! Activities are designed to complete independently or in group
instruction. Activities include sorting, categorizing, and memorizing, as well as
games and riddles to engage even the most reluctant learners.
The fifth edition of this comprehensive resource helps future and practicing
teachers recognize and assess literacy problems, while providing practical,
effective intervention strategies to help every student succeed. DeVries
thoroughly explores the major components of literacy, offering an overview of
pertinent research, suggested methods and tools for diagnosis and assessment,
intervention strategies and activities, and technology applications to increase
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students' skills. Updated to reflect the needs of teachers in increasingly diverse
classrooms, the fifth edition addresses scaffolding for English language learners,
and offers appropriate instructional strategies and tailored teaching ideas to help
both teachers and their students. Several valuable appendices include
assessment tools, instructions and visuals for creating and implementing the
book's more than 150 instructional strategies and activities, and other resources.
New to the Fifth Edition: Up-to-date and in line with ILA, CCSS, and most state
and district literacy standards, this edition also addresses the important shifts and
evolution of these standards. New chapter on Language Development, Speaking,
and Listening covers early literacy, assessment, and interventions. New
intervention strategies and activities are featured in all chapters and highlight a
stronger technology component. Updated Companion Website with additional
tools, resources, and examples of teachers using assessment strategies.
Schools nationwide are transitioning to the Common Core--our advice to you:
Don't go it alone! Our new book, Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans: Ready-to-
Use Resources, K-5, shows you that teaching the Common Core State
Standards in the elementary grades doesn't have to be intimidating! This easy-to-
use guide provides model lesson plans for teaching the standards in reading,
writing, speaking/listening, and language. Get engaging lesson plans that are
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grade-appropriate, easy to implement and include ready-to-use reproducible
handouts, assessments, resources, and ideas to help you modify the lesson for
both struggling and advanced learners. Our Common Core Literacy Lesson
Plans are designed to fit seamlessly into your K-5 curriculum. You get practical
tips for revamping your existing lessons to meet the standards. Students learn
how to read informational texts, write opinion-based essays, and improve their
speaking and listening skills. Grammar mini-lessons and foundational skills mini-
lessons will help you teach language conventions, phonics, fluency, and more!
We take the guesswork out of Common Core lesson plans with this practical,
easy-to-use guide. All lesson plans are grade-appropriate, and every lesson plan
includes... Common Core State Standards covered in the lesson Overview of
objectives and focus of the lesson Background knowledge required and time
required A detailed, step-by-step agenda for the lesson, plus a materials list
Differentiation ideas to adapt the lesson for different kinds of learners
Assessment ideas, including rubrics and scoring guides A place for your notes:
what worked; what can improve Bonus! We show you how to extend the lessons
into longer units to suit your particular grade's curriculum, and even help you
create more of your own lessons!
Spelling helps including: 30 spelling units, strategies and teaching ideas.
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The Common Core State Standards present unique demands on students’ ability to learn
vocabulary and teachers’ ability to teach it. The authors address these challenges in this
resource. Work toward the creation of a successful vocabulary program, guided by both
academic and content-area terms taken directly from the mathematics and English language
arts standards.
Zoom in on the academic skills students are required to learn in reading, writing,
speaking/listening, and language! This book cuts through all of the Common Core jargon and
gets right to the heart of what students need to learn now. Big Skills for the Common Core is
packed with engaging strategies you can use immediately to improve your students' literacy
skills and help them retain those skills. Special features include... Charts that break down the
skills for each anchor standard and put them into teacher- friendly language. BONUS! The
charts highlight the big shifts for teachers for discussion and sharing. Practical strategies to
help students tackle and understand complex texts. Helpful ideas for teaching argument
writing, plus writing rubrics and assessment strategies. Clear information on Tier II and Tier III
words and how to teach them. In addition, each section of the book ends with "Classroom
Close-Ups," which take you inside real classrooms that are implementing the Common Core.
You'll see the standards in action across the curriculum and get takeaway tips you can use
tomorrow in your own classroom!
Standards-based learning just got a lot easier This new version of the Common Core
Companion provides a Smart Chart Index for all states implementing state-specific ELA
standards. This index allows you to see in an instant which of your standards are the same as
CCSS, which differ and how—and which page number to turn to for standards-based teaching
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ideas. Beyond that? It’s the same great go-to guide for implementing the standards,
translating each and every standard for reading, writing, speaking and listening, language, and
foundational skills into the day-to-day “what you do.”
Avoid “analysis paralysis” and just get started! The Milken Award-winning educator and author
of Using Power Standards to Build an Aligned Curriculum shows how to implement the new
Common Core State Standards. This book outlines his proven process for building a
guaranteed and viable local curriculum based on the CCSS, and includes: A system for
creating local standards from the CCSS Methods for connecting the common, formative
assessments to quarterly instructional objectives Ways to scaffold learning expectations
Readers will find helpful charts and graphs plus access to Internet-based software for mapping
the CCSS to classroom instruction.
It’s the teaching around the standards that counts! If you’re an upper-elementary teacher, we
have a Common Core Companion for you, too! What makes this book “that version of the
standards you wish you had?” It’s the way Leslie Blauman translates each and every standard
for reading, writing, speaking and listening, language, and foundational skills into the day-to-
day “what you do.” It’s all here: The standards for literature and informational texts put side by
side for easier planning More than a dozen teaching ideas for each standard
Recommendations on how to cultivate critical habits of mind A glossary of academic language
for each standard An online bank of graphic organizers, reproducibles, charts, and more What
makes The Common Core Companion, Grades K-2, “that version of the standards you wish
you had”? The way it translates each and every standard into the day-to-day “what you do.”
DK Workbooks: Spelling: Third Grade is a great tool to supplement school curriculum help your
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third grade student learn spelling concepts. DK Workbooks: Spelling are user-friendly
workbooks are the easy, at-home way to support schoolwork with targeted practice. Available
in four curriculum-supporting levels, DK Workbooks: Spelling reinforces concepts such as
vowel sounds, consonant blends, syllables, plurals, and verb endings in exercises that support
the Common Core State Standards and cover everything students need to know about
spelling. On each clearly organized worksheet, summary fact boxes offer an at-a-glance
introduction, identifying the key concepts being practiced. Concepts carry over from page to
page, strengthening skills through repetition while offering fresh challenges with every
exercise. And with a parents' section filled with answers, tips, and guidance, caregivers have
easy access to all the expertise they need to help their children learn spelling.
Incorporate writing instruction as an essential element of literacy development. Implement best
practices and simplify the planning of writing instruction. This series utilizes the six traits of
writing, and provide resources to support the successful writing in the classroom. Discover how
to establish a daily writing workshop that includes consistent, structured instruction to engage
students in the writing process.
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