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Back in the 1950s during the "Cold War" every new day
beckoned the possibility of the end of the world. Kids
grew up in the shadow of bomb shelters and were
treated to daily lessons at school on what to do in the
event of a nuclear attack. Americans were besieged by
constant reminders to police our borders, to carefully
watch out for "foreigners" who might be spies, and to be
ever vigilant in preparing to combat the "red" menace of
communism. Comic books of this era played on these
fears with stories of atomic war and world war III. This
new historic reprint looks back at those good ole days,
which can be viewed in the perspective of today's
political climate. This volume reprints the complete runs
of Atomic War! and World War III and can be read
merely as great action/adventure stories, classic "war"
comics or as an eerie, unanticipated commentary on
today's tribulations. SPECIAL NOTE: if these extremely
rare books were purchased at your local comic shop they
would cost well over $1000 in low grade condition!
The legend lives! From the death of the last Taarakian
and a collapsed universe, Taarna was born. Heavy
Metal's flagship character returns in a new tale of cosmic
mystery and adventure. TAARNA, THE LAST
TAARAKIAN From the death of the last Taarakian and a
collapsed universe, Taarna was born. Heavy Metal's
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new tale of cosmic mystery and battles throughout the
multiverse in her war against Kako, the embodiment of
chaos. This is the story of a millenia-old battle between
godlike beings, with all sentient life caught in their path.
A new life begins for Taarna.
In this collection of two graphic novels, Starfire signs the
Teen Titans up for a popular reality show and Robin
becomes obsessed with the idea of them all being on
television. Then, Robin is encased in ice by Captain
Cold, and comes down with a virus and the rest of the
team sets out to find a cure.
Portrays the role of comic books in shaping American
youth and pop culture, from Batman's struggles with
corrupt politicians during the Depression to Iron Man's
Cold War battles.
In this thorough history, the author demonstrates, via the
popular literature (primarily pulp magazines and comic
books) of the 1920s to about 1960, that the stories
therein drew their definitions of heroism and villainy from
an overarching, nativist fear of outsiders that had existed
before World War I but intensified afterwards. These
depictions were transferred to America’s “new”
enemies, both following U.S. entry into the Second World
War and during the early stages of the Cold War. Anti-
foreign narratives showed a growing emphasis on
ideological, as opposed to racial or ethnic,
differences—and early signs of the coming
“multiculturalism”—indicating that pure racism was not
the sole reason for nativist rhetoric in popular literature.
The process of change in America’s nativist sentiments,
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popular, inexpensive escapism of the time, pulp
magazines and comic books.
Illustration has been an integral part of human history.
Particularly before the advent of media such as
photography, film, television, and now the Internet,
illustrations in all their variety had been the primary
visual way to convey history. The comic book, which
emerged in its modern form in the 1930s, was another
form of visual entertainment that gave readers,
especially children, a form of escape. As World War II
began, however, comic books became a part of
propaganda as well, providing information and education
for both children and adults. This book looks at how
specific comic books of the war genre have been used to
display patriotism, adventure through war stories, and
eventually to tell of the horrors of combat—from World
War II through the current conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan in the first decade of the twenty-first century.
This book also examines how war- and patriotically-
themed comics evolved from soldier-drawn reflections of
society, eventually developing along with the broader
comic book medium into a mirror of American society
during times of conflict. These comic books generally
reflected patriotic fervor, but sometimes they advanced a
specific cause. As war comic books evolved along with
American society, many also served as a form of protest
against United States foreign and military policy. During
the country’s most recent wars, however, patriotism has
made a comeback, at the same time that the grim
realities of combat are depicted more realistically than
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development of the comic book medium, but also as a
bell-weather of society at the same time. How did they
approach the news of the war? Were people in favor or
against the fighting? Did the writers of comics promote a
perception of combat or did they try to convey the
horrors of war? All of these questions were important to
the research, and serve as a focal point for what has
been researched only in limited form previously. The
conclusions of the book show that comic books are more
than mere forms of entertainment. Comic books were
also a way of political protest against war, or what the
writers felt were wider examples of governmental abuse.
In the post 9/11 era, the comic books have returned to
their propagandistic/patriotic roots.
Autumn, who works at a travel agency in the Caribbean,
is speechless when she sees the man who’s suddenly
appeared before her—Yorke Laing. He’s president of an
airline company and the man Autumn married when she
was just nineteen years old. But what he really wanted
back then was a purely physical relationship without
love... Their relationship was short-lived and Autumn left
their London home. So what in the world is he doing at
her agency? Yorke coldly informs the confused Autumn
that he needs an emergency wife. He says that if she
comes back for just four months, he’ll allow her to
officially divorce him.
Peanuts creator Charles M. Schulz insisted good ol'
Charlie Brown and his friends were neither "great art" nor
"significant." Yet Schulz's acclaimed daily comic
strip--syndicated in thousands of newspapers over five
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during the second half of the 20th century. Focusing on
the strip's Cold War roots, this collection of new essays
explores existentialism, the reshaping of the nuclear
family, the Civil Rights Movement, 1960s counterculture,
feminism, psychiatry and fear of the bomb. Chapters
focus on the development of Lucy, Peppermint Patty,
Schroeder, Franklin, Shermy, Snoopy and the other
characters that became American icons.
A graphic novel account of the race to construct the first
atomic bomb and the decision to drop it, tracing the early
research, the heated debates, and profiles of forefront
Manhattan Project contributors.
Writer ANTONY JOHNSTON and artist STEVEN
PERKINS return to Cold War-era Berlin for this prequel
to THE COLDEST CITY. After a string of botched
assignments for MI6 in Berlin, David Perceval is being
sent home. Even his final mission before leaving — the
defection of a Soviet scientist — goes badly wrong, as the
coldest winter for 30 years descends on Europe. With
transport out of Berlin impossible, and the KGB
searching everywhere for their lost scientist, Perceval
must improvise a deadly game of cat and mouse through
the frozen city to keep the Russians at bay, and deliver
his own unique brand of revenge!
Examines the influence of comic books on the evolution
of American popular culture in the years between World
War II and the emergence of television, focusing on the
battle against comic books by church groups, community
elite, and a right-wing Congress.
"America's empire was not made by adults only. In fact,
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literature during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
sought to impart an imperial consciousness among the
nation's youth, while adult authors strive to raise rising
generations of enthusiastic juvenile jingoes. But young
people were neither unwitting nor unwilling puppets in
the propagation of America's expansionistic foreign
policy. Instead, Empire's Nursery demonstrates that
juvenile readers often played an active part in committing
the country to adventurism overseas. The history of the
United States in the world must therefore make room for
the country's littlest policymakers. As kids eagerly read
dime novels, series fiction, pulp magazines, and comic
books that dramatized the virtues of empire, they helped
entrench a growing belief in America's indispensability to
the international order. The American Century's
actualization depended upon the patient work of writers
proselytizing among the youthful millions educated to
embrace their Uncle Sam's growing global
entanglements"--
The first-ever full reckoning with Marvel Comics’
interconnected, half-million-page story, a revelatory
guide to the “epic of epics”—and to the past sixty years
of American culture—from a beloved authority on the
subject who read all 27,000+ Marvel superhero comics
and lived to tell the tale “Brilliant, eccentric, moving and
wholly wonderful. . . . Wolk proves to be the perfect
guide for this type of adventure: nimble, learned, funny
and sincere. . . . All of the Marvels is magnificently
marvelous. Wolk’s work will invite many more alliterative
superlatives. It deserves them all.” —Junot Díaz, New
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that Marvel Comics has published since 1961 are, as
Douglas Wolk notes, the longest continuous, self-
contained work of fiction ever created: over half a million
pages to date, and still growing. The Marvel story is a
gigantic mountain smack in the middle of contemporary
culture. Thousands of writers and artists have
contributed to it. Everyone recognizes its protagonists:
Spider-Man, the Avengers, the X-Men. Eighteen of the
hundred highest-grossing movies of all time are based
on parts of it. Yet not even the people telling the story
have read the whole thing—nobody’s supposed to. So, of
course, that’s what Wolk did: he read all 27,000+ comics
that make up the Marvel Universe thus far, from Alpha
Flight to Omega the Unknown. And then he made sense
of it—seeing into the ever-expanding story, in its parts
and as a whole, and seeing through it, as a prism
through which to view the landscape of American culture.
In Wolk’s hands, the mammoth Marvel narrative
becomes a fun-house-mirror history of the past sixty
years, from the atomic night terrors of the Cold War to
the technocracy and political division of the present
day—a boisterous, tragicomic, magnificently filigreed epic
about power and ethics, set in a world transformed by
wonders. As a work of cultural exegesis, this is sneakily
significant, even a landmark; it’s also ludicrously fun.
Wolk sees fascinating patterns—the rise and fall of
particular cultural aspirations, and of the storytelling
modes that conveyed them. He observes the Marvel
story’s progressive visions and its painful stereotypes,
its patches of woeful hackwork and stretches of luminous
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cosmology that echoes our deepest hopes and fears.
This is a huge treat for Marvel fans, but it’s also a
revelation for readers who don’t know Doctor Strange
from Doctor Doom. Here, truly, are all of the marvels.
What Cold War-era superheroes reveal about American
society and foreign policy Physicist Bruce Banner,
caught in the nuclear explosion of his experimental
gamma bomb, is transformed into the rampaging green
monster, the Hulk. High school student Peter Parker,
bitten by an irradiated spider, gains its powers and
becomes Spiderman. Reed Richards and his friends are
caught in a belt of cosmic radiation while orbiting the
Earth in a spacecraft and are transformed into the
Fantastic Four. While Stan Lee suggests he clung to the
hackneyed idea of radioactivity in creating Marvel's
stable of superheroes because of his limited imagination,
radiation and the bomb are nonetheless the big bang
that spawned the Marvel universe. The Marvel
superheroes that came to dominate the comic book
industry for most of the last five decades were born
under the mushroom cloud of potential nuclear war that
was a cornerstone of the four-decade bipolar division of
the world between the US and USSR. These stories
were consciously set in this world and reflect the
changing culture of cold War (and post-cold War)
America. Like other forms of popular entertainment,
comic books tend to be very receptive to cultural trends,
reflect them, comment on them, and sometimes
inaugurate them. Secret Identity Crisis follows the
trajectory of the breakdown of the cold War consensus
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Those developed by Marvel, because of their conscious
setting in the contemporary world, and because of
attempts to maintain a continuous story line across and
within books, constitute a system of signs that reflect,
comment upon, and interact with the American political
economy. This groundbreaking new study focuses on a
handful of titles and signs that specifically involve
political economic codes, including Captain America, the
Invincible Iron Man, Nick Fury, Agent of SHIELD, the
Incredible Hulk to reveal how the American self was
transformed and/or reproduced during the late Cold War
and after.
Comic books have presented fictional and fact-based
stories of the Korean War, as it was being fought and
afterward. Comparing these comics with events that
inspired them offers a deeper understanding of the
comics industry, America's "forgotten war," and the anti-
comics movement, championed by psychiatrist Fredric
Wertham, who criticized their brutalization of the
imagination. Comics--both newsstand offerings and
government propaganda--used fictions to justify the
unpopular war as necessary and moral. This book
examines the dramatization of events and issues,
including the war's origins, germ warfare, brainwashing,
Cold War espionage, the nuclear threat, African
Americans in the military, mistreatment of POWs, and
atrocities.
In the 1940s and ’50s, comic books were some of the
most popular—and most unfiltered—entertainment in the
United States. Publishers sold hundreds of millions of
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to Americans of all ages, until a 1954 Senate
investigation led to a censorship code that nearly
destroyed the industry. But this was far from the first time
the US government actively involved itself with comics—it
was simply the most dramatic manifestation of a long,
strange relationship between high-level policy makers
and a medium that even artists and writers often
dismissed as a creative sewer. In Pulp Empire, Paul S.
Hirsch uncovers the gripping untold story of how the US
government both attacked and appropriated comic books
to help wage World War II and the Cold War, promote
official—and clandestine—foreign policy, and deflect global
critiques of American racism. As Hirsch details, during
World War II—and the concurrent golden age of comic
books—government agencies worked directly with comic
book publishers to stoke hatred for the Axis powers while
simultaneously attempting to dispel racial tensions at
home. Later, as the Cold War defense industry
ballooned—and as comic book sales reached historic
heights—the government again turned to the medium, this
time trying to win hearts and minds in the decolonizing
world through cartoon propaganda. Hirsch’s
groundbreaking research weaves together a wealth of
previously classified material, including secret wartime
records, official legislative documents, and caches of
personal papers. His book explores the uneasy
contradiction of how comics were both vital expressions
of American freedom and unsettling glimpses into the
national id—scourged and repressed on the one hand
and deployed as official propaganda on the other. Pulp
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chapters in the histories of comic books, foreign policy,
and race.
Originally published in the midst of the cold war, Is This
Tomorrow is a classic example of red scare propaganda.
The story envisions a scenario in which the Soviet Union
orders American communists to overthrow the US
Government. Charles Schulz contributed to the artwork
throughout the issue. Reprinted here for the first time in
70 years.
Set in the world of the 1977 TV series, WONDER
WOMAN Õ77 VOLUME 1 makes all that was retro new
again, from writer Marc Andreyko (BATWOMAN), artists
Drew Johnson (WONDER WOMAN), Matt Haley (BIRDS
OF PREY), Cat Staggs (SMALLVILLE) and more!
Amazonian Princess and Federal Agent Diana Prince-
and her alter ego, the superheroine Wonder Woman-is
always ready to leap into action, no matter the era.
SheÕll have to do battle with disco-loving Soviet spies at
the swinging Studio 52, fight for her own identity after
being targeted by the obsessive Doctor Psycho, and
save a politician who finds himself in the literal hot seat
thanks to a brand new villain, not to mention tangle with
an enraged Solomon Grundy and her classic nemesis,
Cheetah. To save the day, Diana will need all of her
formidable powers, and the help of her partner, Agent
Steve Trevor! Collects WONDER WOMAN Õ77 #1-2.
In the less than eight decades since Superman’s debut
in 1938, comic book superheroes have become an
indispensable part of American society and the nation’s
dominant mythology. They represent America’s hopes,
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literature, superhero narratives have closely mirrored
trends and events in the nation. This study views
American history from 1938 to 2010 through the lens of
superhero comics, revealing the spandex-clad guardians
to be not only fictional characters but barometers of the
place and time in which they reside. Instructors
considering this book for use in a course may request an
examination copy here.
Comic Books and the Cold War, 1946Ð1962Essays on
Graphic Treatment of Communism, the Code and Social
ConcernsMcFarland
Conventional wisdom holds that comic books of the post-
World War II era are poorly drawn and poorly written
publications, notable only for the furor they raised.
Contributors to this thoughtful collection, however,
demonstrate that these comics constitute complex
cultural documents that create a dialogue between
mainstream values and alternative beliefs that question
or complicate the grand narratives of the era. Close
analysis of individual titles, including EC comics,
Superman, romance comics, and other, more obscure
works, reveals the ways Cold War culture--from atomic
anxieties and the nuclear family to communist hysteria
and social inequalities--manifests itself in the comic
books of the era. By illuminating the complexities of mid-
century graphic novels, this study demonstrates that
postwar popular culture was far from monolithic in its
representation of American values and beliefs.
The superstars of the World Wrestling Federation
have arrived in their own fast and furious, comic strip
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Stone Cold Steve Austin as he clashes with bikers,
assassins, oil barons, drug smugglers and a gang of
madmen.
From legendary actor Samuel L. Jackson and Emmy-
nominee Eric Calderon (AFRO SAMURAI)! When
Mulberry, an on-the-run outlaw, crash lands on a
hostile planet and gets caught in the crossfire, he
finds an opportunity to make a deal?and make some
money!
Traces the development of the comic book, looks at
publishers and genres, and discusses industry
trends
The murder of a world-famous physicist raises fears
that the Illuminati are operating again after centuries
of silence, and religion professor Robert Langdon is
called in to assist with the case.
Conventional wisdom holds that comic books of the
post–World War II era are poorly drawn and poorly
written publications, notable only for the furor they
raised. Contributors to this thoughtful collection,
however, demonstrate that these comics constitute
complex cultural documents that create a dialogue
between mainstream values and alternative beliefs
that question or complicate the grand narratives of
the era. Close analysis of individual titles, including
EC comics, Superman, romance comics, and other,
more obscure works, reveals the ways Cold War
culture—from atomic anxieties and the nuclear family
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inequalities—manifests itself in the comic books of the
era. By illuminating the complexities of mid-century
graphic novels, this study demonstrates that postwar
popular culture was far from monolithic in its
representation of American values and beliefs.
Mind-bending sci-fi collides with Cold War thriller in
this six-issue miniseries by the bestselling and
Eisner-winning creative team behind GIDEON
FALLS! In 1957, the USSR launched the dog, Laika,
into Earth's orbit. Two years later, the USA
responded with two monkeys, Able and Baker.
These animals never returned. But, unbeknownst to
everyone, they did not die in orbit they were taken.
And now they are coming home.
"Paul Hirsch's revelatory book opens the archives to
show the complex relationships between comic
books and American foreign relations in the mid-
twentieth century. Scourged and repressed on the
one hand, yet co-opted and deployed as propaganda
on the other, violent, sexist comic books were both
vital expressions of American freedom and upsetting
depictions of the American id. Hirsch draws on
previously classified material and newly available
personal records to weave together the perspectives
of government officials, comic-book publishers and
creators, and people in other countries who found
themselves on the receiving end of American
culture"--
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British scientist from defecting, a man who has the
knowledge to give the Soviets complete nuclear
dominance.
A true story from Raina Telgemeier, the #1 New York
Timesbestselling, multiple Eisner Award-winning author
of Smile, Sisters, Drama, and Ghosts! Raina wakes up
one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has
one, too, so it's probably just a bug. Raina eventually
returns to school, where she's dealing with the usual
highs and lows: friends, not-friends, and classmates who
think the school year is just one long gross-out session.
It soon becomes clear that Raina's tummy trouble isn't
going away... and it coincides with her worries about
food, school, and changing friendships. What's going
on?Raina Telgemeier once again brings us a thoughtful,
charming, and funny true story about growing up and
gathering the courage to face -- and conquer -- her fears.
In the 1950s there was the Cold War and Red Scare!
These fears motivated civic organizations and major
comic book companies to team up and create beautifully
drawn comic books with clever stories to be passed out
in the stre
Spine-tingling horror, psychological fright, the undead,
and the bitter cold of a supernatural winter come
together in this tale of mounting dread. Ten years ago,
Dan Kerr turned his back on his wife and unborn
daughter. Now, both mother and child have gone
missing, and Dan will have to pull out all the stops to
bring them home. Because ghosts stir when Dan's
estranged daughter is near, and as the dead grow
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