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What's it like to be a full-time comedian? You can find out in these pages. Jan has
spent more than two decades as a professional comedian, touring throughout the
United States and making people laugh in all sorts of venues from traditional comedy
clubs to unique convention stages. And no, it isn't all smooth sailing! She's had to
contend with weird room set ups such as the floor spinning her around 360 degrees
and tough bar gigs where the owner didn't want her to do "thinkin' jokes." All of these
experiences have given Jan some valuable insights into dealing with people that will
resonate with you regardless of what profession you're in. She shares this wisdom
along with her stories to give you a peek inside her unusual and fascinating profession.
From Senator Al Franken - #1 bestselling author and beloved SNL alum -- comes the
story of an award-winning comedian who decided to run for office and then discovered
why award-winning comedians tend not to do that. "Flips the classic born-in-a-shack
rise to political office tale on its head. I skipped meals to read this book - also unusual because every page was funny. It made me deliriously happy." -- Louise Erdrich, The
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This is a book about an unlikely campaign that had an even more
improbable ending: the closest outcome in history and an unprecedented eight-month
recount saga, which is pretty funny in retrospect. It's a book about what happens when
the nation's foremost progressive satirist gets a chance to serve in the United States
Senate and, defying the low expectations of the pundit class, actually turns out to be
good at it. It's a book about our deeply polarized, frequently depressing, occasionally
inspiring political culture, written from inside the belly of the beast. In this candid
personal memoir, the honorable gentleman from Minnesota takes his army of loyal fans
along with him from Saturday Night Live to the campaign trail, inside the halls of
Congress, and behind the scenes of some of the most dramatic and/or hilarious
moments of his new career in politics. Has Al Franken become a true Giant of the
Senate? Franken asks readers to decide for themselves.
Dominate trivia night, liven up a date, and impress everyone you know with this funny,
weird, smart book of little-known facts. Did you know a group of bunnies is called a
fluffle? Or that the people who voiced Mickey and Minnie Mouse were married in real
life? How about this one: In ancient Persia, government officials debated laws
twice—once sober and once drunk? We could all use a little good news right now.
Comedian and writer Emily Winter is here to tell you confidently that there is kindness,
beauty, empathy, humor, resilience, wonder, silliness, cuteness, strength, hope, and joy
in our world. With this book in hand, you can make yourself that much smarter while
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One of Vogue’s Best Books of 2019 “Incisive, funny, and tinged with melancholy, the
timely novel follows two lost but clever souls desperate for connection.” —Entertainment
Weekly June Bloom is twenty-nine, broke, and an aspiring comedy writer. Hugo Best is
a beloved late-night TV icon and notorious womanizer who invites her to his mansion
for Memorial Day weekend. This is the story of their four days together, a
“zippy…magnificent…devilishly fun ride” (Vogue). When June Bloom, an assistant on the
late-night comedy show, Stay Up with Hugo Best, runs into Hugo himself at an open
mic following his unexpected retirement, she finds herself fielding a surprising invitation:
Hugo asks June to come to his mansion in Greenwich for the long Memorial Day
weekend. “No funny business,” he insists. “Incisive, funny, and tinged with
melancholy, this timely novel follows two lost but clever souls desperate for connection”
(Entertainment Weekly). June, in need of a job and money, but harboring the remains
of a childhood crush on the charming older comedian and former role model, is
confident she can handle herself. She accepts. As the weekend unfolds and the
enigmatic Hugo gradually reveals appealingly vulnerable facets to his personality, their
dynamic proves to be much more complicated and less predictable than June
imagined. “A witty and subtle commentary on sex, power, and social politics” (Refinery
29) and “an outstanding comedic debut” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review), Stay Up
with Hugo Best announces a gloriously irreverent, bold, and winning new voice in
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*A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER AND INDIE NEXT PICK* Writer and performer
on Late Night with Seth Meyers Amber Ruffin writes with her sister Lacey Lamar with
humor and heart to share absurd anecdotes about everyday experiences of racism.
Now a writer and performer on Late Night with Seth Meyers and host of The Amber
Ruffin Show, Amber Ruffin lives in New York, where she is no one's First Black Friend
and everyone is, as she puts it, "stark raving normal." But Amber's sister Lacey? She's
still living in their home state of Nebraska, and trust us, you'll never believe what
happened to Lacey. From racist donut shops to strangers putting their whole hand in
her hair, from being mistaken for a prostitute to being mistaken for Harriet Tubman,
Lacey is a lightning rod for hilariously ridiculous yet all-too-real anecdotes. She's the
perfect mix of polite, beautiful, petite, and Black that apparently makes people think "I
can say whatever I want to this woman." And now, Amber and Lacey share these
entertainingly horrifying stories through their laugh-out-loud sisterly banter. Painfully
relatable or shockingly eye-opening (depending on how often you have personally been
followed by security at department stores), this book tackles modern-day racism with
the perfect balance of levity and gravity.
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY NPR
Amy Poehler, Mel Brooks, Adam McKay, George Saunders, Bill Hader, Patton Oswalt,
and many more take us deep inside the mysterious world of comedy in this fascinating,
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book. Packed with behind-the-scenes stories—from a day in the
writers’ room at The Onion to why a sketch does or doesn’t make it onto Saturday
Night Live to how the BBC nearly erased the entire first season of Monty Python’s
Flying Circus—Poking a Dead Frog is a must-read for comedy buffs, writers and pop
culture junkies alike.
The New Comedy Bible is a step-by-step, no excuses manual for writing, performing,
and launching your career as a stand-up comic. Written by Judy Carter, the author of
The Comedy Bible (2001), which was called by The Washington Post and Forbes as a
"Comedy Essential." This new book, penned in classic Carter's style -- part career
coach and part comedy dominatrix -- has 100% new content where you will: Partake in
48 new exercises to turn your problems into punchlines Create 60 minutes of new
material Discover your authentic comedy persona Conquer stage fright and slay
hecklers Push part procrastination and get booked Whether you're a beginner just
starting out or a pro looking to create new material for your next Netflix Comedy
Special, Carter's proven methods are legendary among today's top performers. Alumni
of her workshops include: Seth Rogan, Hannah Gadsby, Sherri Sheppard, and Maz
Jobrani among others. As Lily Tomlin says, "Judy Carter helps others find their
authentic persona and communicate in a way that makes audiences laugh."
Interviewed by Oprah Winfrey, she said, "Judy Carter can show you how to make your
sense of humor pay off." The exercises in this book will get you off the couch and onto
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helping
you develop the skills necessary to envision, and achieve, a
successful career in comedy.
He has written and produced comedy/talk shows for over fifteen years. Now four-time
Emmy winner Joe Toplyn reveals his proven methods of writing for late-night television
in this one-of-a-kind insider's guide. Toplyn analyzes each type of comedy piece in the
late-night TV playbook and takes you step-by-step through the process of writing it. His
detailed tips, techniques, and rules include: * 6 characteristics every good monologue
joke topic must have* 6 specific ways to generate punch lines* 12 tools for making your
jokes their funniest* 7 types of desk pieces and how to create them* 9 steps to writing
parodies and other sketches * How to go after a writing job in late night* PLUS a
complete sample comedy/talk show submission packetAlso use this comprehensive
manual to write short-form comedy for the Internet, sketch shows, magazines, reality
shows, radio, advertising, and any other medium.
FOREWORD BY SHERYL SANDBERG You’ve almost certainly laughed at Scovell’s
jokes—you just didn’t know it until now. Just the Funny Parts is a juicy and scathingly
funny insider look at how pop culture gets made. For more than thirty years, writer,
producer and director Nell Scovell worked behind the scenes of iconic TV shows,
including The Simpsons, Late Night with David Letterman, Murphy Brown, NCIS, The
Muppets, and Sabrina, the Teenage Witch, which she created and executive produced.
In 2009, Scovell gave up her behind-the-scenes status when the David Letterman sex
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Only the second woman ever to write for his show, Scovell used the
moment to publicly call out the lack of gender diversity in late-night TV writers’ rooms.
“One of the boys” came out hard for “all of the girls.” Her criticisms fueled a cultural
debate. Two years later, Scovell was collaborating with Sheryl Sandberg on speeches
and later on Lean In, which resulted in a worldwide movement. Now Scovell is opening
up with this fun, honest, and often shocking account. Scovell knows what it’s like to put
words in the mouths of President Barack Obama, Mark Harmon, Candice Bergen, Bob
Newhart, Conan O’Brien, Alyssa Milano, and Kermit the Frog, among many others.
Through her eyes, you’ll sit in the Simpson writers’ room… stand on the Oscar red
carpet… pin a tail on Miss Piggy…bond with Star Trek’s Leonard Nimoy… and experience
a Stephen King-like encounter with Stephen King. Just the Funny Parts is a fast-paced
account of a nerdy girl from New England who fought her way to the top of the highlycompetitive, male-dominated entertainment field. The book delivers invaluable insights
into the creative process and tricks for navigating a difficult workplace. It's part memoir,
part how-to, and part survival story. Or, as Scovell puts it, “It’s like Unbroken, but
funnier and with slightly less torture.”
Comedy Writing for Late-Night TVHow to Write Monologue Jokes, Desk Pieces, Sketches,
Parodies, Audience Pieces, Remotes, and Other Short-Form Comedy
Today's top stand-up comedians sell out arenas, generate millions of dollars, tour the world,
and help shape our social discourse. So, how did this all happen? The History of Stand-Up
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evolution of this American art form - from its earliest pre-vaudeville practitioners
like Artemus Ward and Mark Twain to present-day comedians of HBO and Netflix. Drawing on
his acclaimed History of Stand-up podcast and popular university lectures, veteran comedian
and adjunct USC professor Wayne Federman guides us on this fascinating journey. The story
has a connective tissue - humans standing on stage, alone, trying to get laughs. That
experience connects all stand-ups through time, whether it's at the Palace, the Copacabana,
the Apollo, Mister Kelly's, the hungry i, Grossinger's, the Comedy Cellar, the Improv, the
Comedy Store, Madison Square Garden, UCB, or at an open mic in a backyard.
The cozy comedy of Joe Pera meets the darkly playful illustrations of Joe Bennett in A
Bathroom Book for People Not Pooping or Peeing But Using the Bathroom as an Escape, a
funny, warm, and sincere guide to regaining calm and confidence when you're hiding in the
bathroom. “Nothing says ‘class’ to your dinner guests more than a Joe Pera book next to the
can.” —Seth Meyers Joe Pera goes to the bathroom a lot. And his friend, Joe Bennett, does
too. They both have small bladders but more often it’s just to get a moment of quiet, a break
from work, or because it’s the only way they know how to politely end conversations. So they
created a functional meditative guide to help people who suffer from social anxiety and deal
with it in this very particular way. Although, it’s a comedic book, the goal is to help these
readers: 1. Relax 2. Recharge 3. Rejoin the world outside of the bathroom It’s also fun
entertainment for people simply hiding in the bathroom to avoid doing work. A Bathroom Book
for People Not Pooping or Peeing But Using the Bathroom as an Escape will be waiting in the
bathroom like a beacon for anxious readers looking to feel calm, confident, and less alone. “A
beautiful and funny book about something I have done all my life. Thank you, Mr. Joseph
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Pera.” —Aidy
At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
“Merrill Markoe got all the talent. In addition to being an Emmy-award winning comedy writer,
she's also a top-notch artist. We Saw Scenery is revealing, sad, funny, and, above all,
relatable. Merrill captures the experience of a young woman finding—and holding onto—her own
voice. And we’re all lucky she did.” —Nell Scovell, author of Just the Funny Parts In her firstever graphic memoir, four-time Emmy-winning comedy writer Merrill Markoe unearths her
treasured diaries, long kept under lock and key, to illustrate the hilarious story of her preteen
and teen years and how she came to realize that her secret power was her humor. Wielding
her layered and comically absurd style, Markoe takes readers back through her time as a Girl
Scout, where she learned that “scouting” was really more about learning housewifery skills, to
her earliest crushes on uniquely awful boys and her growing obsession with television. Much
has changed in our world since Markoe wrote in her diaries, or has it? Climate change wasn’t
yet a rallying call, but the growing hole in the ozone preoccupied Markoe’s young mind. No
one was flocking to the desert for Burning Man, but Markoe readily partook in the Ken Kesey
Acid Test. As she charts the divide between her adolescence and adulthood, Markoe
questions and berates her younger self, revealing how much is opaque to us in those young
years. Perfect for fans of Roz Chast, Allie Brosh, and Lynda Barry, We Saw Scenery is a laughout-loud story of a girl growing up, told from the perspective of the woman she became, and it
will speak to all who wanted to understand themselves in the midst of their own maturing.
Political humor has been a staple of late-night television for decades. The Trump White House,
however, has received significantly greater attention than that of past presidents, such as
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George W. Bush, and even Bill Clinton. In response to Trump's strident
politics, late-night comics, including Stephen Colbert, Jimmy Kimmel, Trevor Noah and Jimmy
Fallon, have sounded key policy notes, further blurring the boundary between news and satire.
Weekly humorists, including John Oliver and Samantha Bee, extend the critique with in-depth
probing of key issues, while Saturday Night Live continues to tap the progression from outrage
to outrageousness. Using unique content analysis techniques and qualitative discussions of
political humor, Farnsworth and Lichter show how late-night political humor, and these seven
programs in particular, have responded to the Trump presidency. Employing a dataset of more
than 100,000 late night jokes going back decades, these noted media scholars discuss how
the treatment of Trump differs from previous presidents, and how the Trump era is likely to
shape the future of political humor. The authors also employ public opinion survey data to
consider the growing role these late-night programs play in framing public opinion and
priorities. This book will interest scholars, the curious public, and students of politics,
communications and the media, and contemporary American culture.
A troubled man travels to a mysterious town from his past after receiving a letter from his
wife... who's been dead for years. And while our "hero" explores dark corridors and battles
countless disturbing enemies, his journey offers more psychological horror than survival horror.
Welcome to Silent Hill, where the monster is you. Silent Hill 2 doubles down on what made the
first game so compelling: The feeling of being lost in a foggy, upside-down town as unsettling
as it is familiar. Nearly two decades after first experiencing Silent Hill 2, writer and comedian
Mike Drucker returns to its dark depths to explore how this bold video game delivers an
experience that is tense, nightmarish, and anything but fun. With an in-depth and highly
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of its tragic cast of characters, and a critical examination of developer
Konami’s world design and uneven marketing strategy, Drucker examines how Silent Hill 2
forces its players to grapple with the fact that very real-world terrors of trauma, abuse, shame,
and guilt are far more threatening than any pyramid-headed monster could ever be.
The debut collection of raucous, dark, strange, satirical stories from the former Late Show with
Stephen Colbert writer and New Yorker contributor, featuring a foreword by Stephen Colbert
“Jen Spyra’s stories are shocking, silly, smart, and absurdly funny. Underline both those
words, I don’t care how much it costs!”—Tina Fey A bride so desperate to get in shape for her
wedding that she enrolls in a new kind of workout program that promises the moon but costs
more than she bargained for. A snowman who, on the wish of a child, comes to life in a
decidedly less savory way than in the childhood classic. And in the title story, a time-hopping
1940s starlet tries to claw her way to the top in modern-day Hollywood, despite being
ridiculously unwoke. In this uproarious, addictive debut, Jen Spyra takes a culture that seems
almost beyond parody and holds it up to a funhouse mirror, immersing the reader in a world of
prehistoric influencers, woodland creatures plagued by millennial neuroses, and an all-out
birthday bash determined to be the most lavish celebration of all time, by any means
necessary. Welcome, brave soul, to the world of Jen Spyra.
Want a sneak peek? Download this free sample of Funny on Purpose by Joe Randazzo and
John Hodgman. It takes guts to be a comedian, and it takes smarts to make a living off it. In
this insider's guide, former Onion Editor Joe Randazzo delivers a funny and insightful blueprint
for those looking to turn their sense of humor into a vocation. Explaining how it works and how
to break in, Joe provides tips and guidance, outlines successful career paths, and solicits
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from the likes of Judd Apatow, Jack Handey, Joan Rivers, Tim & Eric, and
more. From writing for TV to doing standup or developing a successful YouTube channel,
Funny on Purpose gives readers the knowledge and inspiration to launch a career in comedy
with confidence.
Playfully Inappropriate introduces a radically different approach to writing comedy. No
brainstorming. No Broken Assumption Jokes. No joke structures. No kidding. Instead, it
focuses on tapping back into your unique sense of humor, personality and creative potential.
Have you ever wondered how some comedians can tell such hilarious stories while making the
audience feel as if they're hanging out with a friend? Or how top-level comedians can leave
you in stitches without ever feeling fake or inauthentic? Comedians were telling hilarious
stories and having funny conversations long before they ever learned a single joke structure or
tried to list an audience's assumptions. Why trade your natural, effortless ability to make
people laugh for awkward joke formulas and brainstorming exercises? Playfully Inappropriate
replaces conventional brainstorming exercises and word associations with a fun, easy method
of exploration and shows you how to methodically generate hilarious material without ever
requiring that you conform to any arbitrary set of rules. You'll discover how "naturally funny
people" are consistently able to recognize comedic opportunities and effortlessly respond with
hilarious punchlines. Whether you're a stand-up comedian, perform improv, write sketch, or
act, Playfully Inappropriate will show you how to bring the same natural flow to your creative
process. In this book, you'll learn... How joke-tellers and storyteller comedians use different
strategies to create humor How to apply audience psychology to maximize a joke's
effectiveness An easy way to create joke premises How to recognize natural opportunities or
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own
opportunity for a punchline How to use your natural sense of humor to write
both conventional and unconventional jokes How storytelling comedians are able to capture
the audience's attention early on How storytellers get laughs without requiring conventional
joke structures

If you think you're funny, and you want others to think so too, this is the book for
you! Greg Dean examines the fundamentals of being funny and offers advice on
a range of topics, including: writing creative joke material rehearsing and
performing routines coping with stage fright dealing with emcees who think
they're funnier than you are getting experience and lots more. Essential for the
aspiring comic or the working comedian interested in updating his or her comedy
routine, Step by Step to Stand-Up Comedy is the most comprehensive and useful
book ever written on the art of the stand-up comedian.
"A hilarious book for animal lovers and risk takers everywhere! Brian McCann
introduces us to Wannabe Farms, and we never want to leave." - Amy Poehler
From acclaimed comedy writer Brian McCann comes Wannabe Farms, the
insanely funny, rhyming collection of stories that asks the question: What do
farmyard animals really want to do with their lives? Welcome to Wannabe Farms,
a farmyard where the animals like to wonder and dream, plot and scheme, and
definitely not act how they're supposed to. In rhyming verse, Brian McCann
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(writer for Conan O'Brien) shows us what happens when cows want to drive, pigs
dream of being sophisticates, and sheep take their hairstyles into their own
hands (well, hooves). Together, what emerges is a delightful, hysterical romp
through the farmyard, as animals discover the place where dreams meet their
limits, and the power of adjusted expectations. With hilarious two-color
illustrations on every spread, this collection of stories brings Shel Silverstein and
Old MacDonald together in a way readers young and old have never seen
before!
**Instant New York Times Bestseller, Los Angeles Times Bestseller, USA Today
Bestseller, Publishers Weekly Bestseller** The woman behind the icon known as
Elvira, Mistress of the Dark, the undisputed Queen of Halloween, reveals her full
story, filled with intimate bombshells, told by the bombshell herself. On Good
Friday in 1953, at only 18 months old, 25 miles from the nearest hospital in
Manhattan, Kansas, Cassandra Peterson reached for a pot on the stove and
doused herself in boiling water. Third-degree burns covered 35% of her body,
and the prognosis wasn't good. But she survived. Burned and scarred, the impact
stayed with her and became an obstacle she was determined to overcome.
Feeling like a misfit led to her love of horror. While her sisters played with Barbie
dolls, Cassandra built model kits of Frankenstein and Dracula, and idolized
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Vincent Price. Due to a complicated relationship with her mother, Cassandra left
home at 14, and by age 17 she was performing at the famed Dunes Hotel in Las
Vegas. Run-ins with the likes of Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr., and Tom Jones
helped her grow up fast. Then a chance encounter with her idol Elvis Presley,
changed the course of her life forever, and led her to Europe where she worked
in film and traveled Italy as lead singer of an Italian pop band. She eventually
made her way to Los Angeles, where she joined the famed comedy improv
group, The Groundlings, and worked alongside Phil Hartman and Paul "Pee-wee"
Reubens, honing her comedic skills. Nearing age 30, a struggling actress
considered past her prime, she auditioned at local LA channel KHJ as hostess for
the late night vintage horror movies. Cassandra improvised, made the role her
own, and got the job on the spot. Yours Cruelly, Elvira is an unforgettably wild
memoir. Cassandra doesn't shy away from revealing exactly who she is and how
she overcame seemingly insurmountable odds. Always original and sometimes
outrageous, her story is loaded with twists, travails, revelry, and downright
shocking experiences. It is the candid, often funny, and sometimes heartbreaking tale of a Midwest farm girl's long strange trip to become the world's
sexiest, sassiest Halloween icon.
Bill Carter, executive producer of CNN’s docuseries The Story of Late Night and
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host of the Behind the Desk: Story of Late Night podcast, details the chaotic
transition of The Tonight Show from host Jay Leno to Conan O’Brien—and back
again. In 2010, NBC’s CEO Jeff Zucker, had it all worked out when he moved
Jay Leno from behind the desk at The Tonight Show, and handed the reins over
to Conan O'Brien. But his decision was a spectacular failure. Ratings plummeted,
affiliates were enraged—and when Zucker tried to put everything back the way it
was, that plan backfired as well. No one is more uniquely suited to document the
story of a late-night travesty than veteran media reporter and bestselling author,
Bill Carter. In candid detail, he charts the vortex that sucked in not just Leno and
O'Brien—but also Letterman, Stewart, Fallon, Kimmel, and Ferguson—as frantic
agents and network executives tried to manage a tectonic shift in television’s
most beloved institution.
“A guidebook to the world of professional humoring . . . Randazzo pulls off the
rare trick of being funny while discussing comedy.” —Michael Ian Black, The New
York Times Book Review It takes guts to be a comedian, and it takes smarts to
make a living off it. In this insider’s guide, former Onion editor Joe Randazzo
delivers a funny and insightful blueprint for those looking to turn their sense of
humor into a vocation, and solicits advice and stories from the likes of Judd
Apatow, Jack Handey, Weird Al Yankovic, Rob Delaney, Joan Rivers, Tim & Eric,
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Nick Kroll, Lisa Hanawalt, and more. Explaining how it works and how to break
in, Joe provides tips and guidance, outlines successful career paths, and gives
readers the knowledge and inspiration to launch a career in comedy with
confidence. “Covers an impressive range of comedy formats including standup,
improv, sketch, TV, writing, directing, animation, and YouTube . . . includes tons
of little details (reviews of websites that accept submissions, tips on how to
create funny characters), any one of which might be the thing to jumpstart a
comedian’s success.” —Publishers Weekly
Stephen Rosenfield, founder and director of the American Comedy Institute, the
premier comedy school in the United States, has taught literally dozens of major
standup comics in North America, and has also pioneered comedy as an
academic discipline in many universities, a trend that is rapidly spreading.
Mastering Stand-Up draws on Rosenfield's own extensive experience (and those
of countless stars like Lenny Bruce, Richard Pryor, Chris Rock, Rodney
Dangerfield, Louis C.K., Steve Martin, Roseanne, and Johnny Carson) to show
the reader—and would-be comic—what works, what doesn't, and why. Forty
sharply written chapters cover every conceivable angle of the joke and how to tell
it. There are a number of books on comedy and how to do it, but none has the
breadth and authority Rosenfield brings to his theme. It's not for nothing that the
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New York Times has described him as "probably the best-known comedy teacher
in the country." Rosenfield's book is sure to become the classic text on its
subject. And it should help thousands who long to make others laugh to realize
their fondest hopes.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER USA TODAY BESTSELLER NATIONAL
INDIE BESTSELLER THE WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER Recommended
by Entertainment Weekly, Real Simple, NPR, Slate, and Oprah Magazine #1
Library Reads Pick—October 2020 #1 Indie Next Pick—October 2020 BOOK OF
THE YEAR (2020) FINALIST—Book of The Month Club A “Best Of” Book From:
Oprah Mag * CNN * Amazon * Amazon Editors * NPR * Goodreads * Bustle *
PopSugar * BuzzFeed * Barnes & Noble * Kirkus Reviews * Lambda Literary *
Nerdette * The Nerd Daily * Polygon * Library Reads * io9 * Smart Bitches Trashy
Books * LiteraryHub * Medium * BookBub * The Mary Sue * Chicago Tribune *
NY Daily News * SyFy Wire * Powells.com * Bookish * Book Riot * Library Reads
Voter Favorite * In the vein of The Time Traveler’s Wife and Life After Life, The
Invisible Life of Addie LaRue is New York Times bestselling author V. E.
Schwab’s genre-defying tour de force. A Life No One Will Remember. A Story
You Will Never Forget. France, 1714: in a moment of desperation, a young
woman makes a Faustian bargain to live forever—and is cursed to be forgotten by
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everyone she meets. Thus begins the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, and a
dazzling adventure that will play out across centuries and continents, across
history and art, as a young woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark
on the world. But everything changes when, after nearly 300 years, Addie
stumbles across a young man in a hidden bookstore and he remembers her
name. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
With his tender, funny memoir of four decades in the business, Alan Zweibel
traces the history of American comedy Alan Zweibel started his comedy career
selling jokes for seven dollars apiece to the last of the Borscht Belt standups.
Then one night, despite bombing on stage, he caught the attention of Lorne
Michaels and became one of the first writers at Saturday Night Live, where he
penned classic material for Gilda Radner, John Belushi, and all of the original Not
Ready For Prime Time Players. From SNL, he went on to have a hand in a series
of landmark shows—from It’s Garry Shandling’s Show to Curb Your Enthusiasm.
Throughout the pages of Laugh Lines Zweibel weaves together his own stories
and interviews with his friends and contemporaries, including Richard Lewis, Eric
Idle, Bob Saget, Mike Birbiglia, Sarah Silverman, Judd Apatow, Dave Barry, Carl
Reiner, and more. The book also features a charming foreword from his friend of
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forty-five years Billy Crystal, with whom he co-wrote and co-produced the
upcoming film Here Today that stars Crystal and Tiffany Haddish. Laugh Lines is
a warmhearted cultural memoir of American comedy.
"Jon Macks is one of the greatest comedy writers of all time."--Chris Rock A
hilarious, revealing look behind the history and culture of American late-night TV,
by a longtime comedy writer for The Tonight Show with Jay Leno. Ever since
Johnny Carson first popularized the late-night talk show in 1962 with The Tonight
Show, the eleven p.m. to two a.m. comedy time slot on network television has
remained an indelible part of our national culture. More than six popular late-night
shows air every night of the week, and with recent major shake-ups in the
industry, late-night television has never been more relevant to our public
consciousness than it is today. Jon Macks, a veteran writer for The Tonight Show
with Jay Leno, takes us behind the scenes of this world for an in-depth, colorful
look at what really makes these hosts the arbiters of public opinion. From the
opening monologue--what's funny, what's dangerous, what's untouchable--to the
best vs. worst guests, Macks covers the landscape of late-night comedy and
punctuates the narrative with hysterical personal anecdotes, shining the spotlight
on some of the very best late night jokes, and drawing from more than half a
million of his own jokes written over the span of twenty years. With an insider's
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expertise and a laugh-out-loud voice, Macks explains how late-night TV redefines
the news and events of any given day, reshapes public opinion, and even creates
our national zeitgeist.
You're Funny! is the next best thing to being in a comedy writing class. It covers the different
ways to earn a living as a comedy writer, including writing sitcoms, jokes for late night talk
shows, parody, stand up, and screenwriting. Every day men and women of all ages and walks
of life who think they're funny decide to take a shot at making a living writing comedy. Some
are fresh out of school. Others are older and have worked in other careers, but find themselves
frustrated because they're not doing what they want to do. The majority of these people don't
know how to go about becoming a comedy writer. You're Funny! will point them in the right
direction and show them how to write.
First volume to reflect on both the comedy within critical theory and the role of comedians as
practitioners of critique.
Jimmy Fallon, host of NBC's The Tonight Show and #1 New York Times bestselling author of
Your Baby's First Word Will Be DADA and Everything Is Mama, returns with a book that
teaches new babies the words for the various parts of their body--This is Baby. Let’s meet...
Baby! From Baby’s HEAD to Baby’s TOES, there are so many parts of Baby you should
know. But what’s the most important part of Baby? Jimmy Fallon, one of the most popular
entertainers in the world gives you the facts.
Stand-up: it's the ultimate solo art form. Yet, behind the scenes, you will increasingly find the
shadowy figure of a director. For comics themselves and for those who support them, this is
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give the director's perspective on creating and performing stand-up comedy.
Drawing on his own experience of directing stand-up alongside speaking to comedians and
their directors, Chris Head produces a revealing perspective on the creative process, comic
persona, writing stand-up, structuring material and delivering a performance. Directors
interviewed include Logan Murray, John Gordillo and Simon McBurney, who between them
have directed Eddie Izzard, Michael McIntyre, Milton Jones, Lenny Henry and French &
Saunders. With a foreword by BBC arts editor Will Gompertz and contributions from many
other interviewees including Oliver Double (author of Getting the Joke), this is the only book
that goes all the way from one-liners to theatre via comedy club sets and full-length shows.
Perfect for stand-ups from newbies to pros, students of comedy, academics studying and
teaching stand-up and for directors themselves, A Director's Guide to the Art of Stand-up offers
hundreds of inspiring practical insights and shows how creating the comedian's highly
personal, individual act can be a deeply collaborative process.
First you have to come out with a flow of ideas and decide which ones will work. Then you
must give them a tight structure, and then write crisp dialogue which builds in constant laughs.
This practical but inspirational book guides new and more experienced writers step by step
through the process of each comedy genre. It gives space for your creativity to shine as you
gradually build your skills. Beginning with sketches, the basic building blocks of comedy, you?ll
find how you can quickly create great premises, and then structure them into two-minute slices
of hilarity. The same techniques will help you write a string of jokes and one-liners. · A practical
guide to comedy as you write it, from creating mindmaps from which to glean your new
material, to techniques of structure, characterisation and dialogue which work. · Covers the
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and mindsets needed by each genre in turn, in the usual progression of a
writer?s career - from jokes and sketches to sitcoms. You?ll also learn how to find outlets for
your work, from submitting to the BBC to staging your own show or filming comedy for the
internet.
For many years, television comedy was an exclusive all boys’ club—until a brilliant comedian
named Carol Leifer came along, blazing a trail for funny women everywhere. From Late Night
with David Letterman and Saturday Night Live to Seinfeld, The Ellen Show, and Modern
Family, Carol has written for and/or performed on some of the best TV comedies of all time.
This hilarious collection of essays charts her extraordinary three-decade journey through show
business, illuminating her many triumphs and some missteps along the way—and offering
valuable lessons for women and men in any profession. Part memoir, part guide to life, and all
incredibly funny, How to Succeed in Business without Really Crying offers tips and tricks for
getting ahead, finding your way, and opening locked doors—even if you have to use a
sledgehammer.
There are a lot of stand-up comedy books out there. This book is like none of them. It is about
the Art of Comedy, the Zen of Comedy, the Tao of Comedy. It is comedy from the soul instead
of the head. It is about Ego-less comedy. Don't Act. Be. You don't do standup comedy; it does
you.
A comprehensive guide to writing, selling and performing all types of comedy. Includes
comments, advice, gags and routines from top comics.
A significant number of Americans get some of their "news" about politics and national affairs
from comedy shows. Is "infotainment" a debasement, or a replacement, for traditional news
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Writing humor is subjective and challenging - thankfully, there are many ways to create
it. How to Write Funny provides advice, insights and humor from more than twenty
writers with a gift for making readers laugh. In a diverse collection of articles and
interviews, both classic and new, this esteemed group of writers, including Dave Barry,
Bill Bryson and Jennifer Crusie, provides different viewpoints on how humor works on
the page, whether in short stories, memoirs, novels or articles. You'll learn the
principles and basic forms of comedy, when to break the rules of reason, the
importance of being yourself, why you should stop trying to hard to be funny, and how
to write for specific genres and audiences. You'll also sit in on a special roundtable
discussion featuring P.J. O'Rourke, Mark Leyner, Maggie Estep and James Finn
Garner, as well as a one-of-a-kind "how-to" workshop conducted by funny lady and bestselling author Jennifer Crusie. You've got a sense of humor. You've got the will to write.
Combining the two, and getting it right, will bring a smile to your face and a chuckle to
your readers.
In “Comedy Writing Self-Taught,” Perret (a legendary comedy writing teacher as well
as a famous TV comedy writer and producer) teaches aspiring comedy writers how
they can teach themselves the essential principles of comedy writing through comedy
analysis and writing exercises. Covering the essential principles of writing stand-up
comedy, sketch comedy, and TV situation comedy, “Comedy Writing Self-Taught” is
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training from a master who has spent decades at the very top of the
entertainment industry. Expressly designed for home self-study, “Comedy Writing SelfTaught” teaches that the most effective way to learn is to create comedy yourself.
Perret teaches how to analyze the work of professional comedians to learn the
principles of comedy and presents a full set of writing exercises to hone one’s skills. A
companion workbook provides even more comedy writing exercises, giving readers the
equivalent of a master class in comedy.
Just in time for the 40th anniversary of Saturday Night Live, a rollickingly updated
edition of LIVE FROM NEW YORK with nearly 100 new pages covering the past
decade. When first published to celebrate the 30th anniversary of Saturday Night Live,
LIVE FROM NEW YORK was immediately proclaimed the best book ever produced on
the landmark and legendary late-night show. In their own words, unfiltered and
uncensored, a dazzling galaxy of trail-blazing talents recalled three turbulent decades
of on-camera antics and off-camera escapades. Now a fourth decade has passed---and
bestselling authors James Andrew Miller and Tom Shales have returned to Studio 8H.
Over more than 100 pages of new material, they raucously and revealingly take the
SNL story up to the present, adding a constellation of iconic new stars, surprises, and
controversies.
New York Times comedy critic Jason Zinoman delivers the definitive story of the life
and artistic legacy of David Letterman, the greatest television talk show host of all time
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comedic voice of a generation. In a career spanning more than thirty
years, David Letterman redefined the modern talk show with an ironic comic style that
transcended traditional television. While he remains one of the most famous stars in
America, he is a remote, even reclusive, figure whose career is widely misunderstood.
In Letterman, Jason Zinoman, the first comedy critic in the history of the New York
Times, mixes groundbreaking reporting with unprecedented access and probing critical
analysis to explain the unique entertainer’s titanic legacy. Moving from his early days in
Indiana to his retirement, Zinoman goes behind the scenes of Letterman’s television
career to illuminate the origins of his revolutionary comedy, its overlooked influences,
and how his work intersects with and reveals his famously eccentric personality.
Zinoman argues that Letterman had three great artistic periods, each distinct and part
of his evolution. As he examines key broadcasting moments—"Stupid Pet Tricks" and
other captivating segments that defined Late Night with David Letterman—he illuminates
Letterman’s relationship to his writers, and in particular, the show’s co-creator, Merrill
Markoe, with whom Letterman shared a long professional and personal connection. To
understand popular culture today, it’s necessary to understand David Letterman. With
this revealing biography, Zinoman offers a perceptive analysis of the man and the artist
whose ironic voice and caustic meta-humor was critical to an entire generation of
comedians and viewers—and whose singular style ushered in new tropes that have
become clichés in comedy today.
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New Yorker and New York magazine, Saul Austerlitz’s fascinating
behind-the-scenes look at Friends, is, according to Newsweek, the “next best thing” to
a cast reunion. In September 1994, six friends sat down in their favorite coffee shop
and began bantering about sex, relationships, jobs, and just about everything else. A
quarter of a century later, new fans are still finding their way into the lives of Rachel,
Ross, Joey, Chandler, Monica, and Phoebe, and thanks to the show’s immensely
talented creators, its intimate understanding of its youthful audience, and its reign
during network television’s last moment of dominance, Friends has become the most
influential and beloved show of its era. Friends has never gone on a break, and this is
the story of how it all happened. Noted pop culture historian Saul Austerlitz utilizes
exclusive interviews with creators David Crane and Marta Kauffman, executive
producer Kevin Bright, director James Burrows, and many other producers, writers, and
cast members to tell the story of Friends’ creation, its remarkable decade-long run, and
its astonishing Netflix-fueled afterlife. Readers will go behind the scenes to hear from
the people who were present as the show was developed and cast, written and filmed.
There will be talk of trivia contests, prom videos, trips to London, Super Bowls, lesbian
weddings, wildly popular hairstyles, superstar cameos, mad dashes to the airport, and
million-dollar contracts. They’ll also discover surprising details—that Monica and Joey
were the show’s original romantic couple, how Danielle Steel probably saved Jennifer
Aniston’s career, and why Friends is still so popular that if it was a new show, its overPage 27/28
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reruns would be the ninth-highest-rated program on TV. The show
that defined the 1990s has a legacy that has endured beyond anyone's wildest
expectations. And in this hilarious, informative, and entertaining book, readers will now
understand why.
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