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Celebrates a child's love for a variety of trucks, from fire
engines to cement mixers to ice cream trucks.
She trusted her immense intuition and generous
heart--and published the most. Ursula Nordstrom,
director of Harper's Department of Books for Boys and
Girls from 1940 to 1973, was arguably the single most
creative force for innovation in children's book publishing
in the United States during the twentieth century.
Considered an editor of maverick temperament and
taste, her unorthodox vision helped create such classics
as Goodnight Moon, Charlotte's Web, Where the Wild
Things Are, Harold and the Purple Crayon, and The
Giving Tree. Leonard S. Marcus has culled an
exceptional collection of letters from the HarperCollins
archives. The letters included here are representative of
the brilliant correspondence that was instrumental in the
creation of some of the most beloved books in the world
today. Full of wit and humor, they are immensely
entertaining, thought-provoking, and moving in their
revelation of the devotion and high-voltage intellect of an
incomparably gifted editor, mentor, and publishing
visionary.Ursula Nordstrom, director of Harper’s
Department of Books for Boys and Girls from 1940 to
1973, was arguably the single most creative force for
innovation in children’s book publishing in the United
States during the twentieth century. Considered an editor
of maverick temperament and taste, her unorthodox
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vision helped create such classics as Goodnight Moon,
Charlotte’s Web, Where the Wild Things Are, Harold
and the Purple Crayon, and The Giving Tree. Leonard S.
Marcus has culled an exceptional collection of letters
from the HarperCollins archives. The letters included
here are representative of the brilliant correspondence
that was instrumental in the creation of some of the most
beloved books in the world today. Full of wit and humor,
they are immensely entertaining, thought-provoking, and
moving in their revelation of the devotion and highvoltage intellect of an incomparably gifted editor, mentor,
and publishing visionary.
Showcases over three hundred pieces made out of fabric
that aims to express the emotion that the artist attempted
to recreate during its creation.
"A father, Gusti, expounds upon life with his son Mallko,
who has Down syndrome"-A rare glimpse inside the private world of Louise
Bourgeois, one of the greatest artists of the twentieth
century. "Readers who already love the artist will be
thrilled by the richness of this book, and those who didn't
know her work before will discover a complex, brilliant,
and deeply emotional artist who used her creative gifts to
reshape the world around her." – Architectural Digest
"Bound in soft sky–blue linen cloth and full of suggestive
photography, the pleasure begins when the book is first
held, its heft and weight, the mix of textures and fonts
suggest something to be savored, then saved." – New
York Journal of Books Louise Bourgeois was one of the
greatest artists of the twentieth century and
photographer Jean–François Jaussaud met her for the
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first time in 1994 at her studio in Brooklyn. But it was not
before she had interrogated him about every aspect of
his life that he earned her trust. A rare photo session was
set up in Spring 1995, under one condition: she would
destroy the photographs if she didn't like them…
Jaussaud agreed to it and passed the test. He was then
given carte blanche to photograph her studio and her
house in Chelsea, and he kept coming back for another
eleven years. Jaussaud's photographs of Louise
Bourgeois in her house and studio are a moving
testimony showing how completely implicated in her
work she was, to the point that her private life and her
work were inextricably interwoven. Louise Bourgeois: An
Intimate Portrait also contains: •Extracts from Bourgeois'
diary • Personal notes • Short texts from Jaussaud,
Marie–Laure Bernadac, and Xavier Girard. This is a
must–have addition to any serious admirer of Louise
Bourgeois as well as a fascinating entry point for those
just discovering her groundbreaking explorations of the
family, sexuality, bodies, death, and the unconscious.
Anna, the daughter of migrant farm workers, feels like
different animals as she follows her family as they travel
looking for work.
"The stars belong in the deep night sky, and the moon
belongs there too, and the winds belong in each place
they blow by, and I belong here with you. So begins this
classic bedtime book, richly illustrated by award-winning
artist Isabelle Arsenault. The pages journey around the
world, observing plants and animals everywhere, and
reminding children that they are right where they belong.
A beautiful title for new babies, adoptive families, and
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children of all ages. ----------- You are a dream that the
world once dreamt, And now you are part of its song.
That's why you are here, in the place where you're
meant, For this is right where you belong."
Inspired by Pixar Animation Studios latest film, Finding
Dory, this jacketed picture book features everyone's
favorite forgetful fish and is complemented by stunning
original artwork.
A gorgeous picture book biography of botanist and
photographer Anna Atkins--the first person to ever publish a
book of photography After losing her mother very early in life,
Anna Atkins (1799–1871) was raised by her loving father. He
gave her a scientific education, which was highly unusual for
women and girls in the early 19th century. Fascinated with the
plant life around her, Anna became a botanist. She recorded
all her findings in detailed illustrations and engravings, until
the invention of cyanotype photography in 1842. Anna used
this new technology in order to catalogue plant specimens—a
true marriage of science and art. In 1843, Anna published the
book Photographs of British Algae: Cyanotype Impressions
with handwritten text and cyanotype photographs. It is
considered the first book of photographs ever published.
Weaving together histories of women, science, and art, The
Bluest of Blues will inspire young readers to embark on their
own journeys of discovery and creativity.
A chronological introduction to women artists throughout
history, this book provides a rich understanding of key female
artists from the Baroque to the present day. In 1971, in an
essay that has now become one of the touchstones of
feminist art history, Linda Nochlin raised the question heard
round the world: “Why have there been no great women
artists?” Since the 1970s, as a result of this kind of
consciousness-raising, the feminist discourse around art has
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expanded, addressing forms of activism, the idea of a feminist
aesthetic, the female body, sexuality, and representation
more largely. The reframing of female contributions to the
history of art is still ongoing, and this new addition to the Art
Essentials series draws attention to some of its key
dimensions. Focusing on fifty diverse women artists from
Artemisia Gentileschi through Judy Chicago, Ana Mendieta,
and the Guerrilla Girls to Barbara Kruger, Cindy Sherman,
and Mona Hatoum, this book equips readers with an
understanding of feminist art, as well as an appreciation of its
most important figures. This latest addition to the Art
Essentials series documents women artists in context to offer
readers a rich understanding of key female artists from the
Baroque to the present day.
Curious minds are rewarded with curious answers in a
fantastical bedtime book by Mac Barnett and Isabelle
Arsenault. Why is the ocean blue? What is the rain? What
happened to the dinosaurs? It might be time for bed, but one
child is too full of questions about the world to go to sleep just
yet. Little ones and their parents will be charmed and
delighted as a patient father offers up increasingly creative
responses to his child’s nighttime wonderings. Any child who
has ever asked “Why?” — and any parent who has attempted
an explanation — will recognize themselves in this sweet
storybook for dreamers who are looking for answers beyond
“Just because.”
Cloth LullabyThe Woven Life of Louise BourgeoisAbrams
Ruth Asawa (1926-2013) was an influential and awardwinning sculptor, a beloved figure in the Bay Area art world,
and a devoted activist who advocated tirelessly for arts
education. This lushly illustrated book by collage artist Andrea
D'Aquino brings Asawa's creative journey to life, detailing the
influence of her childhood in a farming family, and her
education at Black Mountain College where she pursued an
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experimental course of education with leading avant-garde
artists and thinkers such as Anni and Josef Albers,
Buckminster Fuller, Merce Cunningham, and Robert
Rauschenberg. Delightful and substantial, this engaging title
for young art lovers includes a page of teaching tools for
parents and educators.
Louise Bourgeois' tapestry and needlepoint work deals with
reparation in both a literal and metaphorical sense. In many
of the works, fragmented tapestries are pieced together and
repaired to create new sculptural forms. The recurring
practices of weaving, stitching and mending express
Bourgeois' identification with her childhood and the family
business of tapestry restoration. Coupled with the medium of
tapestry, Bourgeois' recurring motif of the spider symbolizes
her mother, a weaver, and fully explores the complex
relationship between mother and child. This publication
includes archival photographs and facsimile documents from
the Bourgeois family archive, as well as excerpts from the
artist's psychoanalytical writings.
Hilarious childhood biographies and full-color illustrations
reveal how Leonardo da Vinci, Beatrix Potter, Keith Haring,
and other great artists in history coped with regular-kid
problems. Every great artist started out as a kid. Forget the
awards, the sold-out museum exhibitions, and the timeless
masterpieces. When the world’s most celebrated artists were
growing up, they had regular-kid problems just like you.
Jackson Pollock’s family moved constantly—he lived in eight
different cities before he was sixteen years old. Georgia
O’Keeffe lived in the shadow of her “perfect” older brother
Francis. And Jean-Michel Basquiat triumphed over poverty to
become one of the world’s most influential artists. Kid Artists
tells their stories and more with full-color cartoon illustrations
on nearly every page. Other subjects include Claude Monet,
Jacob Lawrence, Leonardo da Vinci, Vincent van Gogh,
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Pablo Picasso, Frida Kahlo, Beatrix Potter, Yoko Ono, Dr.
Seuss, Emily Carr, Keith Haring, Charles Schulz, and Louise
Nevelson.
In this exquisite lullaby, the beauty and wonder of a northern
winter night unfold, with images of a soft snowfall, the wild
animals that appear in the garden, the twinkling stars, the
gentle rhythm of the northern lights and the etchings of frost
on the window pane. As the young child sleeps, wrapped in a
downy blanket, a snowflake falls, and then another and
another. The poem describes the forest of snow-covered
pines, where a deer and fawn nibble a frozen apple, and a
great gray owl swoops down with its feathers trailing through
the snow. Two snowshoe hares scamper and play under the
watchful eyes of a little fox, and a tiny mouse scurries in
search of a midnight feast. When the snow clouds disappear,
stars light up the sky, followed by the mystical shimmering of
northern lights - all framed by the frost on the window. Jean
E. Pendziwol's lyrical poem reflects a deep appreciation of
the magic of a northern winter night where, even as a child
slumbers, the world outside does not rest but continues its
own natural rhythms. Isabelle Arsenault's spare, beautifully
rendered illustrations, with their subtle but striking use of
color, make us feel that we too are experiencing the
enchantment of that northern night. They simultaneously
evoke winter's nighttime life and the cozy warmth and security
of a beloved child's sleep.
Louise Bourgeois (1911–2010) was a world-renowned
modern artist noted for her sculptures made of wood, steel,
stone, and cast rubber. Her most famous spider sculpture,
Maman, stands more than 30 feet high. Just as spiders spin
and repair their webs, Louise’s own mother was a weaver of
tapestries. Louise spent her childhood in France as an
apprentice to her mother before she became a tapestry artist
herself. She worked with fabric throughout her career, and
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this biographical picture book shows how Bourgeois’s
childhood experiences weaving with her loving, nurturing
mother provided the inspiration for her most famous works.
With a beautifully nuanced and poetic story, this book
stunningly captures the relationship between mother and
daughter and illuminates how memories are woven into us all.
Timothée de Fombelle and Isabelle Arsenault capture the
heart-wrenching cost of war for one small girl in a delicately
drawn, expertly told tale. While her father is at war, five-yearold Rosalie is a captain on her own secret mission. She
wears the disguise of a little girl and tracks her progress in a
secret notebook. Some evenings, Rosalie's mother reads
aloud Father's letters from the front lines, so that Rosalie
knows he is thinking of her and looking forward to the end of
the war and to finally coming home. But one day a letter
comes that her mother doesn't read to her, and Rosalie
knows her mission must soon come to an end. Author
Timothée de Fombelle reveals the true consequence of war
through the experiences of small, determined Rosalie, while
acclaimed artist Isabelle Arsenault illustrates Rosalie's story
in muted grays marked with soft spots of color -- the orange
flame of Rosalie's hair, the pale pink of a scarf, the deep blue
ink of her father's letters. All the more captivating for the
simplicity with which it is drawn and told, this quiet tale will
stay with the reader long after its last page is turned.
Albert wants a quiet place to read...but his friends just want to
play! Can they figure out how to have fun together? Albert's
home is very loud--and all he wants to do is read! He escapes
outside for some peace, and thinks he's found it at last. But,
one by one, his friends boisterously infiltrate his space until
Albert just can't take it anymore...and snaps! How will his
friends react? While they leave him alone at first, they slowly
return...with books in hand. This beautifully illustrated story
models flexible, empathic play, and articulates a range of
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ways a group can have fun together. A useful tool for any
classroom or neighborhood!
The first publication to fully survey Louise Bourgeois's
printmaking, a major component of her artistic practice.
Louise Bourgeois: An Unfolding Portrait explores the prints,
books and creative process of the celebrated sculptor Louise
Bourgeois whose printed oeuvre, while lesser known than
other aspects of her work, is vast in scope and comprises
some 1,400 printed compositions. Over the course of her
career, Bourgeois constantly revisited the themes and motifs
of her art - all of which emerged from troubling emotions she
struggled with for a lifetime. This investigation reveals the
creative process underlying her artistic practice through
evolving states for print compositions, as well as through the
juxtaposition of works in different mediums and from different
periods of her long career. Published in conjunction with an
exhibition at The Museum of Modern Art, the book features
over 250 prints organized thematically and placed within the
context of the artist's sculpture, drawings and paintings. The
book also sheds light on the collaborative relationships
between Bourgeois and her printmaking associates who often
came to her home studio to work with her there - sometimes
on a daily basis - pulling trial proofs from printing presses she
kept in her basement. Interviews with Bourgeois's primary
assistant, with whom she worked for decades, as well as with
a printer and a publisher, each of whom helped foster her
creative engagement with the medium, provide insight into
her working process.
Spirals are a recurring motif in the work of Louise Bourgeois,
including her sculpture, painting, and drawings from as early
as the 50s through 2010 the year of her death. It has two
directions. Where do you place yourself, at the periphery or at
the vortex? The spiral is simultaneously "the fear of losing
control" and the experience of "giving up control; of trust,
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positive energy, of life itself." In another book Bourgeois is
quoted as saying "The spiral is important to me. It is a twist.
As a child, after washing tapestries in the river, I would turn
and twist and wring them... Later I would dream of my father's
mistress. I would do it in my dreams by wringing her neck.
The spiral -- I love the spiral -- represents control and
freedom." In materials as diverse as wood, steel, bronze,
latex, marble, plaster, resin, hemp, lead, ink, pencil, crayon,
woodcut, watercolor, and gouache, Bourgeois investigates
every imaginable manifestation of the spiral, from graphic
patterns to graphite whorls, wobbly orbits to chiseled vortices,
twisted columns to coiling snakes, staircases, and pyramids.
The cursive blue-paper word drawings, in English and
French, complement the purely visual works by conveying the
spirit of Bourgeois' poetry in extraordinary pictorial forms.
The Bayeux Tapestry is the world’s most famous textile–an
exquisite 230-foot-long embroidered panorama depicting the
events surrounding the Norman Conquest of 1066. It is also
one of history’s most mysterious and compelling works of art.
This haunting stitched account of the battle that redrew the
map of medieval Europe has inspired dreams of theft, waves
of nationalism, visions of limitless power, and esthetic rapture.
In his fascinating new book, Yale professor R. Howard Bloch
reveals the history, the hidden meaning, the deep beauty,
and the enduring allure of this astonishing piece of cloth.
Bloch opens with a gripping account of the event that inspired
the Tapestry: the swift, bloody Battle of Hastings, in which the
Norman bastard William defeated the Anglo-Saxon king,
Harold, and laid claim to England under his new title, William
the Conqueror. But to truly understand the connection
between battle and embroidery, one must retrace the web of
international intrigue and scandal that climaxed at Hastings.
Bloch demonstrates how, with astonishing intimacy and
immediacy, the artisans who fashioned this work of textile art
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brought to life a moment that changed the course of British
culture and history. Every age has cherished the Tapestry for
different reasons and read new meaning into its enigmatic
words and images. French nationalists in the mid-nineteenth
century, fired by Tapestry’s evocation of military glory,
unearthed the lost French epic “The Song of Roland,” which
Norman troops sang as they marched to victory in 1066. As
the Nazis tightened their grip on Europe, Hitler sent a team to
France to study the Tapestry, decode its Nordic elements,
and, at the end of the war, with Paris under siege, bring the
precious cloth to Berlin. The richest horde of buried AngloSaxon treasure, the matchless beauty of Byzantine silk,
Aesop’s strange fable “The Swallow and the Linseed,” the
colony that Anglo-Saxon nobles founded in the Middle East
following their defeat at Hastings–all are brilliantly woven into
Bloch’s riveting narrative. Seamlessly integrating Norman,
Anglo-Saxon, Viking, and Byzantine elements, the Bayeux
Tapestry ranks with Chartres and the Tower of London as a
crowning achievement of medieval Europe. And yet, more
than a work of art, the Tapestry served as the suture that
bound up the wounds of 1066. Enhanced by a stunning fullcolor insert that includes reproductions of the complete
Tapestry, A Needle in the Right Hand of God will stand with
The Professor and the Madman and How the Irish Saved
Civilization as a triumph of popular history.
In 1939, artist Georgia O'Keeffe creates nearly twenty
paintings as she tours the Hawaiian islands, but refuses to
paint pictures of pineapples the way her sponsors tell her to.
Colette can't find something to talk about with the new kids in
the neighborhood...so she invents a pet! Her fib quickly
escalates, and suddenly her parakeet is a larger-than-life
world-traveler named Marie Antoinette. Have her new friends
figured out her secret? What will they do? This charming story
both clearly identifies the struggle of navigating a different
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experience, and demonstrates to kids a lovely and welcoming
way to treat someone new in their community.
A library card unlocks a new life for a young girl in this picture
book about the power of imagination, from Nobel
Prize–winning author Toni Morrison. On one gray afternoon,
Louise makes a trip to the library. With the help of a new
library card and through the transformative power of books,
what started out as a dull day turns into one of surprises,
ideas, and imagination! Inspired by Pulitzer Prize–winning
author Toni Morrison’s experience working in a library as a
young girl, this engaging picture book celebrates the wonders
of reading, the enchanting capacity of the imagination, and, of
course, the splendor of libraries.
When Virginia wakes up feeling "wolfish," her sister, Vanessa,
tries to cheer her up. After treats, funny faces and other
efforts fail, Vanessa begins to paint a glorious mural depicting
the world of the sisters’ imagination. Will it help lift Virginia
from her doldrums?
They said only men could paint powerful pictures, but Helen
Frankenthaler (1928-2011) splashed her way through the
modern art world. Channeling deep emotion, Helen poured
paint onto her canvas and danced with the colors to make art
unlike anything anyone had ever seen. She used unique tools
like mops and squeegees to push the paint around, to
dazzling effects. Frankenthaler became an originator of the
influential “Color Field” style of abstract expressionist
painting with her “soak stain” technique, and her artwork
continues to electrify new generations of artists today.
Dancing Through Fields of Color discusses Frankenthaler’s
early life, how she used colors to express emotion, and how
she overcame the male-dominated art world of the 1950s.
Have You Ever Seen a Flower? is an enchanting picture book
exploring the relationship between childhood and nature. In
this simple yet profound story, one child experiences a flower
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with all five senses—from its color to its fragrance to the entire
universe it evokes—revealing how a single flower can expand
one's perspective in incredible ways. • Authorial debut of
award-winning illustrator Shawn Harris • Reminds readers to
appreciate the beauty of the world • Full of bright, stunning
illustrations Have You Ever Seen a Flower? is a beautiful
exploration of perception, the environment, and humanity. •
Perfect read-aloud with thought-provoking questions • Ideal
for nature lovers • For fans of The Little Prince, The Giving
Tree, Not a Box, and The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Like a tiny bird in a big city, Frida Kahlo feels lost and lonely
when she arrives in San Francisco with her husband, the
famous artist Diego Rivera. But as Frida begins to explore
San Francisco on her own, she discovers the inspiration she
needs to become one of the most celebrated artists of all
time. Me, Frida is an exhilarating true story that encourages
children to believe in themselves so they can make their own
dreams soar.
A picture book biography by an award-winning team about
the first woman to ride a motorcycle around the world One
day, a girl gets on her motorcycle and rides away. She wants
to wander the world. To go . . . Elsewhere. This is the true
story of the first woman to ride a motorcycle around the world
alone. Each place has something to teach her. Each place is
beautiful. And despite many flat tires and falls, she learns to
always get back up and keep riding. Award-winning author
Amy Novesky and Governor General's Award-winning
illustrator Julie Morstad have teamed up for a spectacular
celebration of girl power and resilience.
Young Mary Browne Robinson loved color, even her name
had a color in it. All she wanted to do was to make art. But
becoming an artist wasn't an easy. Her parents worked hard
to provide her paper and paints, and Mary worked hard to
enter contests and earn a spot at a school for the arts. She
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even had to work hard to find her place at the Walt Disney
Studios. But Walt was easily impressed by Mary Blair. When
she joined his trip to South America, Mary had never seen
such color. She collected that color and used it in her concept
art for Cinderella, Alice in Wonderland, and Peter Pan, and
even the It's a Small World attraction at Disneyland. This
beautifully illustrated picture book shares Mary's story, in all
its inspiring flair.
Louise and her family are sad over the loss of their beloved
dog, Charlie. "Life will not be the same," Louise says, as she
visits a little island that Charlie loved. But on a visit to the
island after Charlie's death, something strange happens: She
meets a bear. At first, she's afraid, but soon she realizes that
the bear is sad, too. As Louise visits more often, she realizes
that getting over loss takes time. And just when she starts to
feel better, it's time for Bear to bed down for the winter. Once
again, Louise believes that life will not be the same. But
sometimes, things can change for the better, and on the first
warm day of spring, her family welcomes a new member.
Here is a lovely, poignant story about loss and healing that
will bring comfort to even the youngest readers.

Billie Holiday—also known as Lady Day—had fame,
style, a stellar voice, big gardenias in her hair, and
lots of dogs. She had a coat-pocket poodle, a
beagle, Chihuahuas, a Great Dane, and more, but
her favorite was a boxer named Mister. Mister was
always there to bolster her courage through good
times and bad, even before her legendary
appearance at New York’s Carnegie Hall. Newton’s
stylish illustrations keep the simply told story focused
on the loving bond between Billie Holiday and her
treasured boxer. An author’s note deals more
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directly with the singer’s troubled life, and includes a
little-known photo of Mister and Lady Day!
Introduces the life and achievements of twentiethcentury photographer Imogen Cunningham,
describing her first darkroom experiments during
childhood and the challenges she faced as a mother
of three boys.
The NATO phonetic alphabet, or more accurately,
the International Radiotelephany Spelling Alphabet is
used by various emergency services ...as a way to
communicate clearly and precisely in urgent
situations.
Mudpuppy's Little Feminist Board Book Set is
comprised of colorful illustrated portraits of real
women who have made historical impact on the
world. Illustrations by Lydia Ortiz and words by Emily
Kleinman introduce children to these important
people in history with images that are fun for
youngsters and also realistic. The Board Book Set
includes 4 mini board books (Pioneers, Artists,
Leaders, and Activists.) - Size: 4 x 4 x 4" - Includes
Artists: Maya Angelou, Lucille Ball, Frida Kahlo and
Ella Fitzgerald - Includes Leaders: Cleopatra, Queen
Elizabeth I, Indira Gandhi and Hillary Clinton Includes Activists: Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks,
Gloria Steinem and Malala Yousafza - Includes
Pioneers: Marie Curie, Sally Ride, Amelia Earhart
and Billie Jean King
A stunning graphic novel from the award-winning
Page 15/18

Download File PDF Cloth Lullaby The Woven Life
Of Louise Bourgeois
creators of Jane, the Fox and Me. In this powerful
new graphic novel from Fanny Britt and Isabelle
Arsenault, we meet Louis, a young boy who shuttles
between his alcoholic dad and his worried mom, and
who, with the help of his best friend, tries to summon
up the courage to speak to his true love, Billie.
Louis’s dad cries — Louis knows this because he
spies on him. His dad misses the happy times when
their family was together, just as Louis does. But as
it is, he and his little brother, Truffle, have to travel
back and forth between their dad’s country house
and their mom’s city apartment, where she tries to
hide her own tears. Thankfully, Louis has Truffle for
company. Truffle loves James Brown lyrics, and
when he isn’t singing, he’s asking endless
questions. Louis also has his friend Boris, with whom
he spots ghost cop cars and spies on the “silent
queen,” the love of his life, Billie. When Louis and
Truffle go to their dad’s for two weeks during the
summer, their father seems to have stopped
drinking. And when Truffle has a close call from a
bee sting, their mother turns up and the reunited
foursome spend several wonderful days in New York
— until they reach the end of the road, again. A
beautifully illustrated, true-to-life portrayal of just how
complex family relationships can be, seen through
the eyes of a wise, sensitive boy who manages to
find his own way forward. Key Text Features speech
bubbles Correlates to the Common Core State
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Standards in English Language Arts: CCSS.ELALITERACY.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or
more characters, settings, or events in a story or
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g.,
how characters interact). CCSS.ELALITERACY.RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative language such as metaphors and similes.
A New York Times Best Illustrated Book Hélène has
been inexplicably ostracized by the girls who were
once her friends. Her school life is full of whispers
and lies - Hélène weighs 216; she smells like BO.
Her loving mother is too tired to be any help.
Fortunately, Hélène has one consolation, Charlotte
Brontë's Jane Eyre. Hélène identifies strongly with
Jane's tribulations, and when she is lost in the pages
of this wonderful book, she is able to ignore her
tormentors. But when Hélène is humiliated on a
class trip in front of her entire grade, she needs more
than a fictional character to see herself as a person
deserving of laughter and friendship. Leaving the
outcasts' tent one night, Hélène encounters a fox, a
beautiful creature with whom she shares a moment
of connection. But when Suzanne Lipsky frightens
the fox away, insisting that it must be rabid, Hélène's
despair becomes even more pronounced: now she
believes that only a diseased and dangerous
creature would ever voluntarily approach her. But
then a new girl joins the outcasts' circle, Géraldine,
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who does not even appear to notice that she is in
danger of becoming an outcast herself. And before
long Hélène realizes that the less time she spends
worrying about what the other girls say is wrong with
her, the more able she is to believe that there is
nothing wrong at all. This emotionally honest and
visually stunning graphic novel reveals the casual
brutality of which children are capable, but also
assures readers that redemption can be found
through connecting with another, whether the other
is a friend, a fictional character or even, amazingly, a
fox.
Since the age of twelve, internationally renowned
sculptor Louise Bourgeois has been writing diaries,
notes and reflections on her everyday life. This book
contains a selection of her writings and sketches.
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