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Aeschylus (525–456 BC) brought a new grandeur and epic sweep to the drama
of classical Athens, raising it to the status of high art. In Prometheus Bound the
defiant Titan Prometheus is brutally punished by Zeus for daring to improve the
state of wretchedness and servitude in which mankind is kept. The Suppliants
tells the story of the fifty daughters of Danaus who must flee to escape enforced
marriages, while Seven Against Thebes shows the inexorable downfall of the last
members of the cursed family of Oedipus. And The Persians, the only Greek
tragedy to deal with events from recent Athenian history, depicts the aftermath of
the defeat of Persia in the battle of Salamis, with a sympathetic portrayal of its
disgraced King Xerxes. Philip Vellacott’s evocative translation is accompanied
by an introduction, with individual discussions of the plays, and their sources in
history and mythology.
A. E. Housman was one of the best-loved poets of his day, whose poems conjure
up a potent and idyllic rural world imbued with a poignant sense of loss. They are
expressed in simple rhythms, yet show a fine ear for the subtleties of metre and
alliteration. His scope is wide - ranging from religious doubt to intense nostalgia
for the countryside. This volume brings together 'A Shropshire Lad' (1896) and
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'Last Poems' (1922), along with the posthumous selections 'More Poems' and
'Additional Poems', and three translations of extracts from Aeschylus, Sophocles
and Euripides that display his mastery of Classical literature.
'A revelation' Sunday Times, Books of the Year 2018 The first Penguin anthology
of Japanese haiku, in vivid new translations by Adam L. Kern. Now a global
poetry, the haiku was originally a Japanese verse form that flourished from the
sixteenth to nineteenth centuries. Although renowned for its brevity, usually
running three lines long in seventeen syllables, and by its use of natural imagery
to make Zen-like observations about reality, in fact the haiku is much more: it can
be erotic, funny, crude and mischievous. Presenting over a thousand exemplars
in vivid and engaging translations, this anthology offers an illuminating
introduction to this widely celebrated, if misunderstood, art form. Adam L. Kern's
new translations are accompanied here by the original Japanese and short
commentaries on the poems, as well as an introduction and illustrations from the
period.
Essential reading for all students of Greek theatre and literature, and equally
stimulating for anyone interested in literature In the Poetics, his nearcontemporary account of classical Greek tragedy, Aristotle examine the dramatic
elements of plot, character, language and spectacle that combine to produce pity
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and fear in the audience, and asks why we derive pleasure from this apparently
painful process. Taking examples from the plays of Aeschylus, Sophocles and
Euripides, the Poetics introduced into literary criticism such central concepts as
mimesis ('imitation'), hamartia ('error') and katharsis, which have informed
serious thinking about drama ever since. Aristotle explains how the most effective
tragedies rely on complication and resolution, recognition and reversals, while
centring on chaaracerts of heroic stature, idealised yet true to life. One of the
most perceptive and influential works of criticism in Western literary history, the
Poetics has informed serious thinking about drama ever since. Malcolm Heath's
lucid translation makes the Poetics fully accessible to the modern reader. In this
edition it is accompanied by an extended introduction, which discusses the key
concepts in detail, and includes suggestions for further reading. For more than
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents
a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as
well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
The definitive translation by Dick Davis of the great national epic of Iran—now
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newly revised and expanded to be the most complete English-language edition A
Penguin Classic Dick Davis—“our pre-eminent translator from the Persian” (The
Washington Post)—has revised and expanded his acclaimed translation of
Ferdowsi’s masterpiece, adding more than 100 pages of newly translated text.
Davis’s elegant combination of prose and verse allows the poetry of the
Shahnameh to sing its own tales directly, interspersed sparingly with clearly
marked explanations to ease along modern readers. Originally composed for the
Samanid princes of Khorasan in the tenth century, the Shahnameh is among the
greatest works of world literature. This prodigious narrative tells the story of preIslamic Persia, from the mythical creation of the world and the dawn of Persian
civilization through the seventh-century Arab conquest. The stories of the
Shahnameh are deeply embedded in Persian culture and beyond, as attested by
their appearance in such works as The Kite Runner and the love poems of Rumi
and Hafez. For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,500
titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by awardPage 4/18
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winning translators.
This unique volume includes eight early dramas that mirror American literary,
social, and cultural history: Royall Tylers The Contrast (1789); William
Dunlap'sAndre (1798); James Nelson Barker's The Indian Princess (1808);
Robert Montgomery Bird's The Gladiator (1831); William Henry Smith's The
Drunkard(1844); Anna Cora Mowatt's Fashion (1845); George Aiken's Uncle
Tom's Cabin(1852); and Dion Boucicault's The Octoroon (1859). For more than
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents
a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as
well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
An enchanting collection of the very best of Russian poetry, edited by acclaimed
translator Robert Chandler together with poets Boris Dralyuk and Irina Mashinski.
In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, poetry's pre-eminence in
Russia was unchallenged, with Pushkin and his contemporaries ushering in the
'Golden Age' of Russian literature. Prose briefly gained the high ground in the
second half of the nineteenth century, but poetry again became dominant in the
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'Silver Age' (the early twentieth century), when belief in reason and progress
yielded once more to a more magical view of the world. During the Soviet era,
poetry became a dangerous, subversive activity; nevertheless, poets such as
Osip Mandelstam and Anna Akhmatova continued to defy the censors. This
anthology traces Russian poetry from its Golden Age to the modern era,
including work by several great poets - Georgy Ivanov and Varlam Shalamov
among them - in captivating modern translations by Robert Chandler and others.
The volume also includes a general introduction, chronology and individual
introductions to each poet. Robert Chandler is an acclaimed poet and translator.
His many translations from Russian include works by Aleksandr Pushkin, Nikolay
Leskov, Vasily Grossman and Andrey Platonov, while his anthologies of Russian
Short Stories from Pushkin to Buida and Russian Magic Tales are both published
in Penguin Classics. Irina Mashinski is a bilingual poet and co-founder of the
StoSvet literary project. Her most recent collection is 2013's Ophelia i masterok
[Ophelia and the Trowel]. Boris Dralyuk is a Lecturer in Russian at the University
of St Andrews and translator of many books from Russian, including, most
recently, Isaac Babel's Red Cavalry (2014).
Classical Literary CriticismPenguin UK
The Romanticism that emerged after the American and French revolutions of 1776 and 1789
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represented a new flowering of the imagination and the spirit, and a celebration of the soul of
humanity with its capacity for love. This extraordinary collection sets the acknowledged genius
of poems such as Blake's 'Tyger', Coleridge's 'Khubla Khan' and Shelley's 'Ozymandias'
alongside verse from less familiar figures and women poets such as Charlotte Smith and Mary
Robinson. We also see familiar poets in an unaccustomed light, as Blake, Wordsworth and
Shelley demonstrate their comic skills, while Coleridge, Keats and Clare explore the Gothic
and surreal.
Written after he had been banished to the Black Sea city of Tomis by Emperor Augustus, the
Fasti is Ovid's last major poetic work. Both a calendar of daily rituals and a witty sequence of
stories recounted in a variety of styles, it weaves together tales of gods and citizens together to
explore Rome's history, religious beliefs and traditions. It may also be read as a subtle but
powerful political manifesto which derides Augustus' attempts to control his subjects by
imposing his own mythology upon them: after celebrating the emperor as a Jupiter-on-earth,
for example, Ovid deliberately juxtaposes a story showing the king of the gods as a savage
rapist. Endlessly playful, this is also a work of integrity and courage, and a superb climax to the
life of one of Rome's greatest writers.
Kalidasa is the major poet and dramatist of classical Sanskrit literature - a many-sided talent of
extraordinary scope and exquisite language. His great poem, Meghadutam (The Cloud
Messenger), tells of a divine being, punished for failing in his sacred duties with a years'
separation from his beloved. A work of subtle emotional nuances, it is a haunting depiction of
longing and separation. The play Sakuntala describes the troubled love between a Lady of
Nature and King Duhsanta. This beautiful blend of romance and comedy, transports its
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audience into an enchanted world in which mortals mingle with gods. And Kalidasa's poem
Rtusamharam (The Gathering of the Seasons) is an exuberant observation of the sheer variety
of the natural world, as it teems with the energies of the great god Siva.
A posthumously published collection of thirty-six essays offering Italo Calvino's invigorating and
illuminating analysis of his most treasured literary classics.
Brilliantly adapting Greek New Comedy for Roman audiences, the sublime comedies of
Plautus (c. 254 -184 bc ) are the earliest surviving complete works of Latin literature. The four
plays collected here reveal a playwright in his prime, exploring classic themes and developing
standard characters that were to influence the comedies of Shakespeare, Molière and many
others. In The Ghost, a dissolute son who has squandered his father's money is thrown into
disarray when he returns from abroad, a theme that is explored further in the comedy of errors
A Three-Dollar Day. In The Rope - regarded by many as the best of Plautus' plays - the
shipwreck of a pimp and his slaves leads to the touching reunion of a father and his daughter,
while Amphitryo, Plautus's only excursion into divine mythology, offers a cheerful account of
how Jupiter became father to Hercules.
Terence (?184-159 BC) was the outstanding comic playwright of his generation at Rome and
one of the founding fathers of European comic drama. This new translation with introduction
and explanatory notes aims to convey the liveliness of the plays as pieces written for the
theatre.
Horace in English seeks to reach through translation to Roman Horace, the friend of Virgil and
Maecenas, while at the same time presenting a many faceted portrait of English Horace,
moralist, love poet, patriot, ironist, wit, convivial companion, everyman's poet for all occasions.
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Celebrated for its own clarity and sublime style, this classic work of literary theory draws on the
writings of Demosthenes, Plato, Sappho, Thucydides, Euripides, and Aeschylus, among
others, to examine and delineate the essentials of a noble style. The complete translation, from
the Greek of A. O. Prickard's Oxford text, features an introduction by Grube, establishing the
historical and critical context of the work, and a biographical index.
Harold Bloom explores our Western literary tradition by concentrating on the works of twentysix authors central to the Canon. He argues against ideology in literary criticism; he laments
the loss of intellectual and aesthetic standards; he deplores multiculturalism, Marxism,
feminism, neoconservatism, Afro-centrism, and the New Historicism.
Providing the context of time and place as well as discussing the translations,Landmarks in
Classical Literaturesurveys the most influential authors of ancient Greece and Rome. Part of
the three-book series,Landmarks in European Literature, which presents the major authors of
European literature and their works, from ancient times until the 20th century, this volume is
designed for general readers and students, looking for additional guidance in their reading or
wishing to understand the context in which these fascinating works were written. Helping and
encouraging readers to explore and enjoy the European literary heritage, theLandmarks in
European Literatureseries includeLandmarks in Continental European Literature,Landmarks in
Classical Literature, andLandmarks in English Literature, all of which will prove valuable at any
library supporting literary studies.
The works collected in this volume have profoundly shaped the history of criticism in the
Western world: they created much of the terminology still in use today and formulated enduring
questions about the nature and function of literature. In Ion, Plato examines the god-like power
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of poets to evoke feelings such as pleasure or fear, yet he went on to attack this manipulation
of emotions and banished poets from his ideal Republic. Aristotle defends the value of art in
his Poetics, and his analysis of tragedy has influenced generations of critics from the
Renaissance onwards. In the Art of Poetry, Horace promotes a style of poetic craftsmanship
rooted in wisdom, ethical insight and decorum, while Longinus' On the Sublime explores the
nature of inspiration in poetry and prose.
In this collection of Greek fiction written between the first and fourth centuries AD, 'Callirhoe' is
the stirring tale of star-crossed lovers Chaereas and Callirhoe, torn apart when she is
kidnapped and sold as a slave, while 'Daphnis and Chloe' tells of a boy and girl abandoned at
birth, who grow up to fall in love and battle pirates. Greek Fiction - also containing 'Letters of
Chion', an early thriller about tyranny and a political assassination - is a fascinating glimpse
into an alternative view of Ancient Greece's literary culture.
The writings of the Greeks and Romans form the bedrock of Western culture. Inventing the
molds for histories, tragedies, and philosophies, while pioneering radical new forms of epic and
poetry, the Greeks and Romans created the literary world we still inhabit today. Writing with
verve and insight, distinguished classicist Richard Jenkyns explores a thousand years of
classical civilization, carrying readers from the depths of the Greek dark ages through the
glittering heights of Rome’s empire. Jenkyns begins with Homer and the birth of epic poetry
before exploring the hypnotic poetry of Pindar, Sappho, and others from the Greek dark ages.
Later, in Athens’s classical age, Jenkyns shows the radical nature of Sophocles’s choice to
portray Ajax as a psychologically wounded warrior, how Aeschylus developed tragedy, and
how Herodotus, in “inventing history,” brought to narrative an epic and tragic quality. We meet
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the strikingly modern figure of Virgil, struggling to mirror epic art in an age of empire, and
experience the love poems of Catullus, who imbued verse with obsessive passion as never
before. Even St. Paul and other early Christian writers are artfully grounded here in their
classical literary context. A dynamic and comprehensive introduction to Greek and Roman
literature, Jenkyns’s Classical Literature is essential reading for anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of the classics—and the extraordinary origins of Western culture.
Written in the form of debates, Great Dialogues of Plato comprises the most influential body of
philosophy of the Western world—covering every subject from art and beauty to virtue and the
nature of love.
European literary criticism was pioneered in the ancient world, and this edition provides the
principal Greek and Latin texts in translation, giving the reader a fair and intelligible view of
ancient literary criticism and its development. Each passage is supplemented by a brief
contextual introduction and a lucid general introduction provides an overview of classical
thought on tragedy, comedy, poetry, and epic, as well as of the ideas of mimesis, the moral
effect of poetry, emotion, and rhetoric.
'Enigmatic, vatic, emphatic, passionate . . . Nietzsche's works together make a unique
statement in the literature of European ideas' A. C. Grayling Nietzsche was one of the most
revolutionary thinkers in Western philosophy, and Thus Spoke Zarathustra remains his most
influential work. It describes how the ancient Persian prophet Zarathustra descends from his
solitude in the mountains to tell the world that God is dead and that the Superman, the human
embodiment of divinity, is his successor. With blazing intensity, Nietzsche argues that the
meaning of existence is not to be found in religious pieties or meek submission, but in an allPage 11/18
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powerful life force: passionate, chaotic and free. Translated with an introduction by R. J.
HOLLINGDALE

Controversy raged through England during the 1570-80s as Puritans denounced all
manner of games & pastimes as a danger to public morals. Writers quickly turrned their
attention to their own art and the first & most influential response came with Philip
Sidney's Defense. Here he set out to answer contemporary critics &, with reference to
Classical models of criticism, formulated a manifesto for English literature. Also
includes George Puttenham's Art of English Poesy, Samuel Daniel's Defence of
Rhyme, & passages by writers such as Ben Jonson, Francis Bacon & George
Gascoigne.
From popular histories through to reworkings of classical subject matter by
contemporary poets, dramatists, and novelists, the classical world and the
masterpieces of its literature continue to fascinate readers and audiences in a huge
variety of media. In this Very Short Introduction, William Allan explores what the
'classics' are and why they continue to shape our Western concepts of literature.
Presenting a range of material from both Greek and Latin literature, he illustrates the
variety and sophistication of these works, and considers examples from all the major
genres. Ideal for the general reader interested in works of classic literature, as well as
students at A-Level and University, this is a lively and lucid guide to the major authors
and literary forms of the ancient period. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Page 12/18

Bookmark File PDF Classical Literary Criticism Penguin Classics
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
"The essential American soul is hard, isolate, stoic, and a killer. It has never yet
melted." ? D. H. Lawrence, Studies in Classic American Literature (1923) Studies in
Classic American Literature (1923) by D. H. Lawrence is considered culturally important
to Western culture in its literary criticism of multiple American authors: Benjamin
Franklin, Poe, Melville, Whitman, and Fenimore Cooper, among others. Even though
the prose is informal, the ideas are lofty. Lawrence's writing highlights the American
consciousness found in eighteenth and nineteenth century literature and is a must-read
for lovers of history and the timeless authors of classic American literature.
A collection of T.S. Eliot’s most important poems, including “The Waste Land” and
“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock.” T. S. Eliot is one of the most important and
influential poets of the twentieth century. His unique and innovative evocations of the
folly and poetry of humanity helped reshape modern literature, with poems such as
“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” included here, and most notable, the title poem,
“The Waste Land,” his groundbreaking masterpiece of postwar decay and redemption.
Since its publication in 1922, “The Waste Land” has become one of the most widely
studied modernist texts in English literature. Gathering together many of Eliot's major
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early poems, distinguished Harvard scholar and literary critic Helen Vendler presents
an invaluable portrait of T. S. Eliot as a young poet and examines the artistry and craft
that made him a Nobel laureate and one of the most significant voices in modern verse.
Out of the intellectual ferment of the English Renaissance came a number of
outstanding critical works that sought to define and defend the role of literature in
society and to comment on the craft of writing. Foremost among these is Sir Philip
Sidney's “The Defence of Poesy,” an eloquent argument for fiction as a means of
inspiring its readers to virtuous action. George Puttenham's “The Art of English Poesy”
is an entertaining examination of poetry, verse form, and rhetoric, while Samuel
Daniel's “A Defence of Rhyme” considers the practice of versification and praises the
English literary tradition. Along with pieces by such writers as Sir John Harrington,
Francis Bacon, and Ben Jonson, these works reveal the emergence of key critical ideas
and approaches, and celebrate the possibilities of the English language. Includes
introduction, chronology, suggestions for further reading, and explanatory notes
'Stallings's new translation of Hesiod's Works and Days - witty, gritty, and unsettlingly
relevant - is not to be missed' TLS, Books of the Year A new verse translation of one of
the foundational ancient Greek works by the award-winning poet Alicia Stallings.
Hesiod was the first self-styled 'poet' in western literature, revered by the ancient
Greeks. Ostensibly written to chide and educate his lazy brother, Works and Days tells
the story of Pandora's jar and humanity's place in a fallen world. Blending the cosmic
Page 14/18

Bookmark File PDF Classical Literary Criticism Penguin Classics
and the earthy, and mixing myth, lyrical description, personal asides, astronomy,
proverbs and down-to-earth advice on rural tasks and rituals, it is also a hymn to honest
toil as man's salvation. This vibrant new verse translation by award-winning poet A. E.
Stallings conveys the clarity and unexpected humour of a founding work of classical
literature.
is the earliest surviving work of dramatic theory and the first extant philosophical
treatise to focus on literary theory. This has been the traditional view for centuries.
However, recent work is now challenging whether Aristotle focuses on literary theory
per se (given that not one poem exists in the treatise) or whether he focuses instead on
dramatic musical theory that only has language as one of the elements.
Aristotle's Poetics has held the attention of scholars and authors through the ages, and
Averroes has long been known as "the commentator" on Aristotle. His Middle
Commentary on Aristotle's Poetics is important because of its striking content. Here, an
author steeped in Aristotle's thought and highly familiar with an entirely different
poetical tradition shows in careful detail what is commendable about Greek poetics and
commendable as well as blameworthy about Arabic poetics.
This Is A New Release Of The Original 1908 Edition.
Penguin Classics is the largest and best-known classics imprint in the world. From The
Epic of Gilgamesh to the poetry of the First World War, and covering all the greatest
works of fiction, poetry, drama, history and philosophy in between, this reader's
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companion encompasses 500 authors, 1,200 books and 4,000 years of world literature.
Stuffed full of stories, author biographies, book summaries and recommendations, and
illustrated with thousands of historic Penguin Classic covers, this is an exhilarating and
comprehensive guide for anyone who wants to explore and discover the best books
ever written.
Li Po (AD 701-62) and Tu Fu (AD 712-70) were devoted friends who are traditionally
considered to be among China's greatest poets. Li Po, a legendary carouser, was an
itinerant poet whose writing, often dream poems or spirit-journeys, soars to sublime
heights in its descriptions of natural scenes and powerful emotions. His sheer escapism
and joy is balanced by Tu Fu, who expresses the Confucian virtues of humanity and
humility in more autobiographical works that are imbued with great compassion and
earthy reality, and shot through with humour. Together these two poets of the T'ang
dynasty complement each other so well that they often came to be spoken of as one 'Li-Tu' - who covers the whole spectrum of human life, experience and feeling.
A classic introduction to Latin literature, with translations of the best passages from
Virgil, Livy, Ovid, Seneca and many others. This classic anthology traces the
development of Latin literature from the early Republican works of Cicero and Catullus,
to the writers of the Empire such as Lucan and Petronius, to the later writings of St
Augustine. The selections cover comedy and epic, history and philosophy, in prose and
in verse, and each passage is prefaced by an introduction to the author and his
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influence. The translators range across history from Alexander Pope and Lord Byron to
contemporaries. The result is a broad and brilliant overview of the civilization of Rome
and its Empire - an ideal introduction to Latin literature. Michael Grant was born in
1914. He served as an intelligence officer during the Second World War, and
subsequently held academic posts at the universities of Cambridge, Edinburgh,
Khartoum and Belfast. Over his lifetime, he published nearly fifty books on the ancient
world, ranging from studies of Roman coinage, to biographies of Caesar, Nero and
Jesus, to books on Ancient Israel and the Middle Ages. Many of his translations were
published in Penguin Classics. Professor Grant moved to Italy in 1966, where he spent
most of the rest of his life until his death in 2004.
Collecting the most incisive and influential writings of one of Rome's finest orators,
Cicero's Selected Works is translated with an introduction by Michael Grant in Penguin
Classics. Lawyer, philosopher, statesman and defender of Rome's Republic, Cicero
was a master of eloquence, and his pure literary and oratorical style and strict sense of
morality have been a powerful influence on European literature and thought for over
two thousand years in matters of politics, philosophy, and faith. This selection
demonstrates the diversity of his writings, and includes letters to friends and statesmen
on Roman life and politics; the vitriolic Second Philippic Against Antony; and his two
most famous philosophical treatises, On Duties and On Old Age - a celebration of his
own declining years. Written at a time of brutal political and social change, Cicero's
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lucid ethical writings formed the foundation of the Western liberal tradition in political
and moral thought that continues to this day. For more than seventy years, Penguin has
been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more
than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by awardwinning translators.
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