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This 1992 book explains how people acquire political information from elites and the mass media and convert it into
political preferences.
"This book reevaluates Almond, Verba, and Pye's original ideas about the shape of a civic culture that supports
democracy. Marshaling a massive amount of cross-national, longitudinal public opinion data from the World Values
Survey Association, the authors demonstrate multiple manifestations of a deep shift in the mass attitudes and behaviors
that undergird democracy. The chapters in this book show that in dozens of countries around the world, citizens have
turned away from allegiance toward a decidedly "assertive" posture to politics: they have become more distrustful of
electoral politics, institutions, and representatives and are more ready to confront elites with demands from below. Most
importantly, societies that have advanced the most in the transition from an allegiant to an assertive model of citizenship
are better-performing democracies - in terms of both accountable and effective governance"-How do institutions and electoral systems matter for citizens' electoral choices? This is the first systematic study that
attempts to answer this question for contemporary democracies. The book assembles leading electoral researchers to
examine citizen choice in over 30 democracies surveyed by the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems.
Fully revised and updated third edition of a popular, established textbook, providing a definitive introduction to Britain's
politics, political institutions and processes. Comprehensively re-worked and re-structured to better align with courses,
this new edition places great emphasis on the changing context of British politics while addressing key themes such as
the ongoing importance of gender and ethnicity to political and social life in Britain. Furthermore, the book’s familiar
authoritative style has been retained with a fresh look and revitalized pedagogical features to provide a complete learning
package.The book is designed for courses on or related to British Politics. Its accessible style and context-setting Part 1
will make it ideal for students new to the field (particularly those who haven’t studied the subject at school level or
international students), but its rigour will stimulate and engage more experienced students.
America’s model of representational government rests on the premise that elected officials respond to the opinions of
citizens. This is a myth, however, not a reality, according to James N. Druckman and Lawrence R. Jacobs. In Who
Governs?, Druckman and Jacobs combine existing research with novel data from US presidential archives to show that
presidents make policy by largely ignoring the views of most citizens in favor of affluent and well-connected political
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insiders. Presidents treat the public as pliable, priming it to focus on personality traits and often ignoring it on policies that
fail to become salient. Melding big debates about democratic theory with existing research on American politics and
innovative use of the archives of three modern presidents—Johnson, Nixon, and Reagan—Druckman and Jacobs deploy
lively and insightful analysis to show that the conventional model of representative democracy bears little resemblance to
the actual practice of American politics. The authors conclude by arguing that polyarchy and the promotion of accelerated
citizen mobilization and elite competition can improve democratic responsiveness. An incisive study of American politics
and the flaws of representative government, this book will be warmly welcomed by readers interested in US politics,
public opinion, democratic theory, and the fecklessness of American leadership and decision-making.
The dilemma of democracy arises from two contrasting trends. More people in the established democracies are
participating in civil society activity, contacting government officials, protesting, and using online activism and other
creative forms of participation. At the same time, the importance of social status as an influence on political activity is
increasing. The democratic principle of the equality of voice is eroding. The politically rich are getting richer-and the
politically needy have less voice. This book assembles an unprecedented set of international public opinion surveys to
identify the individual, institutional, and political factors that produce these trends. New forms of activity place greater
demands on participants, raising the importance of social status skills and resources. Civil society activity further widens
the participation gap. New norms of citizenship shift how people participate. And generational change and new online
forms of activism accentuate this process. Effective and representative government requires a participatory citizenry and
equal voice, and participation trends are undermining these outcomes. The Participation Gap both documents the
growing participation gap in contemporary democracies and suggests ways that we can better achieve their theoretical
ideal of a participatory citizenry and equal voice.
Now, more than ever, people drive the democratic process. What people think of their government and its leaders, how
(or whether) they vote, and what they do or say about a host of political issues greatly affect the further strengthening or
erosion of democracy and democratic ideals. This fully updated, shorter Seventh Edition of Citizen Politics continues to
offer the only truly comparative study of political attitudes and behavior in the United States, Great Britain, France, and
Germany. In addition to its comprehensive, thematic examination of political values, political activity, voting, and public
images of government within a cross-national context, the updated edition of this bestseller explores how cultural issues,
populism, Trump and far right parties are reshaping politics in contemporary democracies. All chapters have been
updated with the latest research and empirical evidence. Further, Dalton includes recent research on citizens’ political
behavior in USA, Britain, France, and Germany, as well as new evidence from national election studies in USA 2016,
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Britain 2017, France 2017, and Germany 2017.
Political observers routinely lament that American democracy is broken, and many of them blame electoral malfunction. But is the
system really broken? Panagopoulos and Weinschenk make the case that citizens are empowered to fix what’s wrong with
electoral politics and renew democracy in America, all within the institutional setup and framework of the existing system. Put
simply, much of what is broken can be fixed if people stop throwing up their arms and start rolling up their sleeves to do the hard
work of building our democracy. This book provides an overview of the basic features that characterize contemporary elections in
the United States and includes discussions about voter participation and decision-making patterns, money in elections, and the
role of parties and the media in presidential, congressional and state and local races. It also outlines some of the most important
trends and challenges in the current system. As a call to action, each chapter features potential solutions to the challenges that
exist in U.S. elections.
Clawson and Oxley link the enduring normative questions of democratic theory to existing empirical research on public opinion.
Organized around a series of questions—In a democratic society, what should be the relationship between citizens and their
government? Are citizens’ opinions pliable? Are they knowledgeable, attentive, and informed?—the text explores the tension
between ideals and their practice. Each chapter focuses on exemplary studies, explaining not only the conclusion of the research,
but how it was conducted, so students gain a richer understanding of the research process and see methods applied in context.
Citizens are asked to buy, and asked to consider to buy, goods of all sizes and all prices, nearly all of the time. Appeals to political
decision-making are less common. In The Consumer Citizen, Ethan Porter investigates how the techniques of everyday consumer
experiences can shape political behavior. Drawing on more than a dozen original studies, he shows that the casual conflation of
consumer and political decisions has profound implications for how Americans think about politics. Indeed, Porter explains that
consumer habits can affect citizens' attitudes about their government, their taxes, their politicians, and even whether they purchase
government-sponsored health insurance. The consumer citizen approaches government as if it were just an ordinary firm. Of
course, government is not an ordinary firm---far from it---and the disjunction between what government is, and the consumer
apparatus that citizens bring to bear on their evaluations of it, offers insight into several long-unanswered questions in political
behavior and public opinion. How do many Americans make sense of the political world? The Consumer Citizen offers a novel
answer: By relying on the habits and tools that they learn as consumers.
Extensive primary research and a rubric that can be applied to burgeoning democracies offer readers valuable tools and
information.
This Element develops an explanation of how and why all public policy preferences move over time.
Human beings are social animals. Yet despite vast amounts of research into political decision making, very little attention has been
devoted to its social dimensions. In political science, social relationships are generally thought of as mere sources of information,
rather than active influences on one’s political decisions. Drawing upon data from settings as diverse as South Los Angeles and
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Chicago’s wealthy North Shore, Betsy Sinclair shows that social networks do not merely inform citizen’s behavior, they can—and
do—have the power to change it. From the decision to donate money to a campaign or vote for a particular candidate to declaring
oneself a Democrat or Republican, basic political acts are surprisingly subject to social pressures. When members of a social
network express a particular political opinion or belief, Sinclair shows, others notice and conform, particularly if their conformity is
likely to be highly visible. We are not just social animals, but social citizens whose political choices are significantly shaped by peer
influence. The Social Citizen has important implications for our concept of democratic participation and will force political scientists
to revise their notion of voters as socially isolated decision makers.
This book develops and tests a 'thermostatic' model of public opinion and policy and examines both responsiveness and
representation across a range of policy domains in the United States, the United Kingdom, and Canada, concluding that
representative democratic government functions surprisingly well.
Assembles the world's leading scholars on public opinion and political behaviour to describe the state-of-the-art research on the beliefs,
values and behaviours of contemporary politics.
Most democratic citizens today are distrustful of politicians, political parties, and political institutions. Where once democracies expected an
allegiant public, citizens now question the very pillars of representative democracy. Democratic Challenges, Democratic Choices documents
the erosion of political support in virtually all advanced industrial democracies. Assembling an unprecedented array of cross-national public
opinion data, this study traces the current challenges to democracy primary to changing citizen values and rising expectations. These critical
citizens are concentrated among the young, the better educated, and the politically sophisticated. At the same time, the evidence debunks
claims that such trends are a function of scandals, poor performance, and other government failures. Changing public are born from the
successful social modernization of these nations. A creedal passion for democracy is sweeping across the Western democracies, and people
now expect more of their governments. This study concludes by examining the consequences of these changing images of government. The
author finds that these expectations are making governing more difficult, but also fueling demands for political reform. The choices that
democracies make in response to these challenges may lead to a further expansion of the democratic process and a new relationship
between citizens and their government
Democratic politics is a collective enterprise, not simply because individual votes are counted to determine winners, but more fundamentally
because the individual exercise of citizenship is an interdependent undertaking. Citizens argue with one another and they generally arrive at
political decisions through processes of social interaction and deliberation. This book is dedicated to investigating the political implications of
interdependent citizens within the context of the 1984 presidential campaign as it was experienced in the metropolitan area of South Bend,
Indiana. Hence this is a community study in the fullest sense of the term. National politics is experienced locally through a series of filters
unique to a particular setting and its consequences for the exercise of democratic citizenship.
The past several decades have seen profound changes in the political landscapes of advanced industrial societies. This volume assesses
key political developments and links them to underlying socioeconomic and cultural forces. These forces include the growth of a welleducated middle class, the moderating of bipolar class divisions between wealthy capitalists and struggling workers, and the accelerated rise
of new media technologies (especially television) as potent tools shaping the terms of public discussion. Related political transformations
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include the spread of new social movements on feminist, environmental, and civil liberties issues; economic concerns focusing more on
growth, taxes, and middle class programs than on redistribution; the fracturing of core left and right political ideologies; and the growing
centrality of electronic media as carriers of political opinions and rhetoric. The past several decades have seen profound changes in the
political landscapes of advanced industrial societies. This volume assesses key political developments and links them to underlying
socioeconomic and cultural forces. These forces include the growth of a well-educated middle class, the moderating of bipolar class divisions
between wealthy capitalists and struggling workers, and the accelerated rise of new media technologies (especially television) as potent tools
shaping the terms of public discussion. Related political transformations include the spread of new social movements on feminist,
environmental, and civil liberties issues; economic concerns focusing more on growth, taxes, and middle class programs than on
redistribution; the fracturing of core left and right political ideologies; and the growing centrality of electronic media as carriers of political
opinions and rhetoric. In their introduction, Terry Clark and Michael Rempel pull together many seemingly disparate political changes to
construct a clear, synthetic framework, identifying eight core components of postindustrial politics. Part Two examines shifts in underlying
cultural values. It features a lively exchange between different contributors over whether apolitical, materialistic values have risen or declined
since the 1960s. Part Three offers an in-depth look at the political views and party allegiances of the growing middle classes and Part Four
examines some of todays most divisive issues.Although primarily adopting a cross-national perspective, Citizen Politics in Post-Industrial
Societies includes several case studies of politics in the United States and one in Japan. Unique in its synthetic vision, this volume will
stimulate and challenge readers from across the political and theoretical spectrum.
This fourth edition provides a comprehensive look at political values, political activity, voting, and public images of government within crossnational context. Drawing on available election studies, including results of the 2004 US elections, it includes a data supplement based on the
1999-2002 World Values Survey/European Values Survey.
Drawing on the practical experience of a wide variety of civic groups, David Mathews explores how individuals and communities can create a
politics relevant to their everyday lives. This second edition of Mathews's work includes a new chapter on the National Issues Forums,
convened in settings ranging from libraries to churches to prisons to promote greater public involvement in politics. Copyright © Libri GmbH.
All rights reserved.
Political behavior is the result of innumerable unnoticed forces and conscious deliberation is often a rationalization of automatically triggered
feelings and thoughts. Citizens are very sensitive to environmental contextual factors such as the title 'President' preceding 'Obama' in a
newspaper headline, upbeat music or patriotic symbols accompanying a campaign ad, or question wording and order in a survey, all of which
have their greatest influence when citizens are unaware. This book develops and tests a dual-process theory of political beliefs, attitudes and
behavior, claiming that all thinking, feeling, reasoning and doing have an automatic component as well as a conscious deliberative
component. The authors are especially interested in the impact of automatic feelings on political judgments and evaluations. This research is
based on laboratory experiments, which allow the testing of five basic hypotheses: hot cognition, automaticity, affect transfer, affect contagion
and motivated reasoning.
The field of public opinion is one of the most diverse in political science. Over the last 60 years, scholars have drawn upon the disciplines of
psychology, economics, sociology, and even biology to learn how ordinary people come to understand the complicated business of politics.
But much of the path-breaking research in the field of public opinion is published in journals, taking up fairly narrow questions one at a time
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and often requiring advanced statistical knowledge to understand these findings. As a result, the study of public opinion can seem confusing
and incoherent to undergraduates. To engage undergraduate students in this area, a new type of textbook is required. The second edition of
New Directions in Public Opinion brings together leading scholars to provide an accessible and coherent overview of the current state of the
field of public opinion. Each chapter provides a general overview of topics that are at the cutting edge of study as well as well-established
cornerstones of the field. Each contributor has made substantive revisions to their chapters, and three chapters have been added on genetics
and biology, immigration, and political extremism and the Tea Party. Suitable for use as a main textbook or in tandem with a lengthier survey,
this book comprehensively covers the topics of public opinion research and pushes students further to explore critical topics in contemporary
politics.
Many fear that democracies are suffering from a legitimacy crisis. This book focuses on 'democratic deficits', reflecting how far the perceived
democratic performance of any state diverges from public expectations. Pippa Norris examines the symptoms by comparing system support
in more than fifty societies worldwide, challenging the pervasive claim that most established democracies have experienced a steadily rising
tide of political disaffection during the third-wave era. The book diagnoses the reasons behind the democratic deficit, including demand (rising
public aspirations for democracy), information (negative news about government) and supply (the performance and structure of democratic
regimes). Finally, Norris examines the consequences for active citizenship, for governance and, ultimately, for democratization. This book
provides fresh insights into major issues at the heart of comparative politics, public opinion, political culture, political behavior, democratic
governance, political psychology, political communications, public policymaking, comparative sociology, cross-national survey analysis and
the dynamics of the democratization process.
"Elections are episodic; governance is routine. This book studies patterns in public opinion on politics and society between elections in India.
By using the survey data covering 24 Indian states including the National Capital Region of Delhi (NCR), it will serve as State barometers of
public opinion. The surveys seek to understand how politics and governance processes are nested in the social and political relationships
between citizens inter se and with government functionaries. The book explores citizen perceptions about the social and political universes
they inhabit in periods between elections. It examines social attitudes of citizens, friendship ties across social groups, gender roles and
relationships; opinions on governance, ease of public service access, the citizen-state interface, and trust in political institutions; and, political
attitudes and identity, nationalism, freedom of expression, and populism. This book explores public perceptions of everyday development and
governance outcomes that are shaped by how the government functions between elections: how it relates to citizens on a regular basis; how
it provides routine public services to them; and how public order is maintained. An incisive study on public opinion on politics, society, and
governance in India, this book will be of great interest to scholars and researchers of political science, governance, public policy, and South
Asian studies. It will also be of immense interest to bureaucrats, policymakers, think tanks, and organisations working in the areas of
development studies, politics, society, and governance"-In what is widely considered the most influential book ever written by Walter Lippmann, the late journalist and social critic provides a
fundamental treatise on the nature of human information and communication. The work is divided into eight parts, covering such varied
issues as stereotypes, image making, and organized intelligence. The study begins with an analysis of "the world outside and the pictures in
our heads", a leitmotif that starts with issues of censorship and privacy, speed, words, and clarity, and ends with a careful survey of the
modern newspaper. Lippmann's conclusions are as meaningful in a world of television and computers as in the earlier period when
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newspapers were dominant. Public Opinion is of enduring significance for communications scholars, historians, sociologists, and political
scientists. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
Anxious Politics argues that political anxiety affects the news we consume, who we trust, and what public policies we support.
There has been a growing chorus of political analysts with doomsday predictions of an American public that is uncivil, disengaged, and
alienated. And it?s only getting worse with a younger generation of Americans who do not see the value in voting. The good news is that the
bad news is wrong. In this Third Edition of The Good Citizen, Russell Dalton uses current national public opinion surveys, including new
evidence from 2018 Pew Center survey data, to show how Americans are changing their views on what good citizenship means. It?s not
about recreating the halcyon politics of a generation ago, but recognition that new patterns of citizenship call for new processes and new
institutions that reflect the values of the contemporary American public. Trends in participation, tolerance, and policy priorities reflect a
younger generation that is more engaged, more tolerant, and more supportive of social justice. The Good Citizen shows how a younger
generation is creating new norms of citizenship that are leading to a renaissance of democratic participation. An important comparative
chapter in the book showcases cross-national comparisons that further demonstrate the vitality of American democracy.
This book offers a comprehensive and interdisciplinary examination of how public opinion is formed and charged, as well as how it affects
democratic society."
Citizen Politics in Western DemocraciesPublic Opinion and Political Parties in the United States, Great Britain, West Germany, and
FranceCitizen PoliticsPublic Opinion and Political Parties in Advanced Industrial DemocraciesC Q Press College
'Some of the most experienced and thoughtful research experts in the world have contributed to this comprehensive Handbook, which should
have a place on every serious survey researcher's bookshelf' - Sir Robert Worcester, Founder of MORI and President of WAPOR '82-'84.
'This is the book I have been waiting for. It not only reflects the state of the art, but will most likely also shape public opinion on public opinion
research' - Olof Petersson, Professor of political science, SNS, Stockholm, Sweden 'The Handbook of Public Opinion Research is very
authoritative, well organized, and sensitive to key issues in opinion research around the world. It will be my first choice as a general reference
book for orienting users and training producers of opinion polls in Southeast Asia' - Mahar K. Mangahas, Ph.D., President of Social Weather
Stations, Philippines (www.sws.org.ph) 'This is the most comprehensive book on public opinion research to date' - Robert Ting-Yiu Chung,
Secretary-Treasurer, World Association for Public Opinion Research (WAPOR); Director of Public Opinion Programme, The University of
Hong Kong Public opinion theory and research are becoming increasingly significant in modern societies as people's attitudes and
behaviours become ever more volatile and opinion poll data becomes ever more readily available. This major new Handbook is the first to
bring together into one volume the whole field of public opinion theory, research methodology, and the political and social embeddedness of
polls in modern societies. It comprehensively maps out the state-of-the-art in contemporary scholarship on these topics. With over fifty
chapters written by distinguished international researchers, both academic and from the commercial sector, this Handbook is designed to: give the reader an overview of the most important concepts included in and surrounding the term 'public opinion' and its application in modern
social research - present the basic empirical concepts for assessing public opinion and opinion changes in society - provide an overview of
the social, political and legal status of public opinion research, how it is perceived by the public and by journalists, and how it is used by
governments - offer a review of the role and use of surveys for selected special fields of application, ranging from their use in legal cases to
the use of polls in marketing and campaigns. The Handbook of Public Opinion Research provides an indispensable resource for both
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practitioners and students alike.
The European Commission started out in the 1950s as a technocratic international organization. Today, it has acquired many of the
organizational features and behavioural patterns that are highly typical of the 'normal' executives in national settings. This 'normalization' of
the EU executive is due to a series of treaty reforms and internal administrative transformations that were effectuated after the demise of the
Santer Commission. Based on a large number of in-depth interviews with commissioners, heads of cabinet, and senior civil servants in the
Commission, and on extensive documentary evidence, this study shows how a reinforced regime of political and administrative accountability
has profoundly changed the executive relationships between politicians and bureaucrats in the Commission. The book presents a grounded
empirical portrait of life at the top in the EU, exposing the Commission's struggle to revive its legitimacy and to turn it into a more transparent,
accountable, and efficient organization during the Prodi and Barroso's tenures. Officials and office-holders describe in their own words the
imperatives they face and the relationships they maintain, providing readers a rare insight into the day-to-day practices in one of the world's
most powerful executives.
Much of public opinion research over the past several decades suggests that the American voters are woefully uninformed about politics and
thus unable to fulfill their democratic obligations. Arguing that this perception is faulty, Vincent Hutchings shows that, under the right political
conditions, voters are surprisingly well informed on the issues that they care about and use their knowledge to hold politicians accountable.
Though Hutchings is not the first political scientist to contend that the American public is more politically engaged than it is often given credit
for, previous scholarship--which has typically examined individual and environmental factors in isolation--has produced only limited evidence
of an attentive electorate. Analyzing broad survey data as well as the content of numerous Senate and gubernatorial campaigns involving
such issues as race, labor, abortion, and defense, Hutchings demonstrates that voters are politically engaged when politicians and the media
discuss the issues that the voters perceive as important. Hutchings finds that the media--while far from ideal--do provide the populace with
information regarding the responsiveness of elected representatives and that groups of voters do monitor this information when "their" issues
receive attention. Thus, while the electorate may be generally uninformed about and uninterested in public policy, a complex interaction of
individual motivation, group identification, and political circumstance leads citizens concerned about particular issues to obtain knowledge
about their political leaders and use that information at the ballot box.
This volume brings together some of the research on citizen decision making.
The world’s richer democracies all provide such public benefits as pensions and health care, but why are some far more generous than
others? And why, in the face of globalization and fiscal pressures, has the welfare state not been replaced by another model? Reconsidering
the myriad issues raised by such pressing questions, Clem Brooks and Jeff Manza contend here that public opinion has been an important,
yet neglected, factor in shaping welfare states in recent decades. Analyzing data on sixteen countries, Brooks and Manza find that the
preferences of citizens profoundly influence the welfare policies of their governments and the behavior of politicians in office. Shaped by slowmoving forces such as social institutions and collective memories, these preferences have counteracted global pressures that many
commentators assumed would lead to the welfare state’s demise. Moreover, Brooks and Manza show that cross-national differences in
popular support help explain why Scandinavian social democracies offer so much more than liberal democracies such as the United States
and the United Kingdom. Significantly expanding our understanding of both public opinion and social policy in the world’s most developed
countries, this landmark study will be essential reading for scholars of political economy, public opinion, and democratic theory.
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ABOUT THE REVISED EDITIONBefore the Iowa caucuses, nearly all political analysts believed that the Obama campaign strategy of
targeting young Americans was doomed to failure. His election win proved the detractors wrong. In a new epilogue of The Good Citizen,
focusing on the 2008 presidential election, Russell Dalton answers questions that are sure to resonate with your students and provide great
fodder for lively discussion:Should we be surprised by Obama's appeal to the young engaged citizens? What were the sources of this
appeal? Who voted for Obama in November? What are the potential long-term implications of Obama's mobilization of young Americans?
ABOUT THE GOOD CITIZEN There has been a growing chorus of political analysts with doomsday predictions of an American public that is
uncivil, disengaged, and alienated. And it&BAD:rsquo;s only getting worse with a younger generation of Americans who do not see the value
in voting.The good news is that the bad news is wrong.Russell Dalton uses a new set of national public opinion surveys to show how
Americans are changing their views on what good citizenship means. It&BAD:rsquo;s not about recreating the halcyon politics of a generation
ago, but recognition that new patterns of citizenship call for new processes and new institutions that reflect the values of the contemporary
American public. Trends in participation, tolerance, and policy priorities reflect a younger generation that is more engaged, more tolerant, and
more supportive of social justice. The Good Citizen shows how a younger generation is creating new norms of citizenship that are leading to
a renaissance of democratic participation. An important comparative chapter in the book showcases cross-national comparisons that further
demonstrate the vitality of American democracy.This book will reshape how we think about the American public, American youth, and the
prospects for contemporary democracy. Listen to Russ Dalton discuss the 2008 primaries and The Good Citizen on NPR.Click here to
listen.Interview from 'Midday Utah' which airs on KCPW. Interview air date: February 22, 2008. Watch a video of Russ Dalton discussing
Barack Obama's appeal to the young.Click here to watch. Listen to Russ Dalton discuss The Good Citizen on Federal News Radio.Click here
to listen.Interview from 'The Daily Debrief with Amy Morris' which airs on FederalNewsRadio AM 1050.Interview air date: June 21, 2007.
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