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A History of Siena provides a concise and up-to-date biography of the city, from its ancient and medieval development up to the present day,
and makes Siena’s history, culture, and traditions accessible to anyone studying or visiting the city. Well informed by archival research and
recent scholarship on medieval Siena and the Italian city-states, this book places Siena’s development in its larger context, both temporally
and geographically. In the process, this book offers new interpretations of Siena’s artistic, political, and economic development, highlighting
in particular the role of pilgrimage, banking, and class conflict. The second half of the book provides an important analysis of the historical
development of Siena’s nobility, its unique system of neighborhood associations (contrade) and the race of the Palio, as well as an overview
of the rise and fall of Siena’s troubled bank, the Monte dei Paschi. This book is accessible to undergraduates and tourists, while also offering
plenty of new insights for graduate students and scholars of all periods of Sienese history.
Rome was the largest city in the ancient world. As the capital of the Roman Empire, it was clearly an exceptional city in terms of size,
diversity and complexity. While the Colosseum, imperial palaces and Pantheon are among its most famous features, this volume explores
Rome primarily as a city in which many thousands of men and women were born, lived and died. The thirty-one chapters by leading
historians, classicists and archaeologists discuss issues ranging from the monuments and the games to the food and water supply, from
policing and riots to domestic housing, from death and disease to pagan cults and the impact of Christianity. Richly illustrated, the volume
introduces groundbreaking new research against the background of current debates and is designed as a readable survey accessible in
particular to undergraduates and non-specialists.
Trade, exchange and commerce touched the lives of everyone in antiquity, especially those who lived in urban areas. Trade, Traders and the
Ancient City addresses the nature of exchange and commerce and the effects it had in cities throughout the ancient world, from the Bronze
Age Near East to late Roman northern Italy. Trade, Traders and the Ancient City employs the most recent archaeological, papyrological,
epigraphic and literary evidence to present an innovative and timely analysis of the importance and influence of trade in the ancient world.
From Alexandria to York, this unique illustrated guide allows us to see the great centres of classical civilization afresh. The key feature of
Cities of the Classical World is 120 specially drawn maps tracing each city's thoroughfares and defences, monuments and places of worship.
Every map is to the same scale, allowing readers for the first time to appreciate visually the relative sizes of Babylon and Paris, London and
Constantinople. There is also a clear, incisive commentary on each city's development, strategic importance, rulers and ordinary inhabitants.
This compelling and elegant atlas opens a new window on to the ancient world, and will transform the way we see it.
In its various incarnations, the Roman Empire survived until 1918, when the last two rulers to bear the title "Caesar" (Kaiser Wilhelm in
Germany and Tsar Nicholas II of Russia) fell from power. This volume contains the thinking of an international team of twelve scholars who
analyze two of the most important changes in political and religious identity brought about by that empire: a change from the Greek kinshipand polis-based system to the territorial system of imperial Rome, and the development of a universal religious consciousness that lasted
from the adoption of Christianity in the fourth century to the development of the nation-state in modern times.
Provides a survey of modern debates on Greek and Roman cities, and a sketch of the cities' chief characteristics.
One of Apple's Most Anticipated Books of Winter 2021 A quest to explore some of the most spectacular ancient cities in human history—and
figure out why people abandoned them. In Four Lost Cities, acclaimed science journalist Annalee Newitz takes readers on an entertaining
and mind-bending adventure into the deep history of urban life. Investigating across the centuries and around the world, Newitz explores the
rise and fall of four ancient cities, each the center of a sophisticated civilization: the Neolithic site of Çatalhöyük in Central Turkey, the Roman
vacation town of Pompeii on Italy’s southern coast, the medieval megacity of Angkor in Cambodia, and the indigenous metropolis Cahokia,
which stood beside the Mississippi River where East St. Louis is today. Newitz travels to all four sites and investigates the cutting-edge
research in archaeology, revealing the mix of environmental changes and political turmoil that doomed these ancient settlements. Tracing the
early development of urban planning, Newitz also introduces us to the often anonymous workers—slaves, women, immigrants, and manual
laborers—who built these cities and created monuments that lasted millennia. Four Lost Cities is a journey into the forgotten past, but,
foreseeing a future in which the majority of people on Earth will be living in cities, it may also reveal something of our own fate.
In Ebla , Paolo Matthiae presents the results of 47 years of excavations at this fascinating site, providing a detailed account of Ebla’s history
and archaeology. Ebla grew from a small Early Bronze Age settlement into an important trading and political centre, which endured until its
final destruction in c. 1600 BC . The destruction of its royal palace c. 2300 BC was particularly significant as it preserved the city’s rich
archives, offering a wealth of information on its history, economy, religion, administration, and daily life. The discovery of Ebla is a pivotal
moment in the history of archaeological investigations of the twentieth century, and this book is the result of all the excavation campaigns at
Tell Mardikh- Ebla from 1964 until 2010, when field operations stopped due to the war in Syria. Available for the first time in English, Ebla
offers a complete account of one of the largest pre-classical urban centres by its discoverer, making it an essential resource for students of
Ancient Near Eastern archaeology and history.

Cities today are paradoxical. They are engines of innovation and opportunity, but they are also plagued by significant income
inequality and segregation by ethnicity, race, and class. These inequalities and segregations are often reinforced by the urban built
environment: the planning of space and the design of architecture. This condition threatens attainment of wider social and
economic prosperity. In this innovative new study, Dean Saitta explores questions of urban sustainability by taking an intercultural,
trans-historical approach to city planning. Saitta uses a largely untapped body of knowledge—the archaeology of cities in the
ancient world—to generate ideas about how public space, housing, and civic architecture might be better designed to promote
inclusion and community, while also making our cities more environmentally sustainable. By integrating this knowledge with
knowledge generated by evolutionary studies and urban ethnography (including a detailed look at Denver, Colorado, one of
America’s most desirable and fastest growing ‘destination cities’ but one that is also experiencing significant spatial segregation
and gentrification), Saitta’s book offers an invaluable new perspective for urban studies scholars and urban planning
professionals.”
Integrating the results of scholarly work from the past decade, the authors of An Introduction to the Ancient World, Lukas de Blois
and R.J. van der Spek, have fully-updated and revised all sixteen chapters of this best-selling introductory textbook. Covering the
history and culture of the ancient Near East, Greece and Rome within the framework of a short narrative history of events, this
book offers an easily readable, integrated overview for students of history, classics, archaeology and philosophy, whether at
college, at undergraduate level or among the wider reading public. This revised second edition offers a new section on early
Christianity and more specific information on the religions, economies, and societies of the ancient Near East. There is extended
coverage of Greek, Macedonian and Near Eastern history of the fourth to second centuries BC and the history of the Late Roman
Republic. The consequences of Julius Caesar’s violent death are covered in more detail, as are the history and society of Imperial
Rome. This new edition is: comprehensive: covers 3,000 years of ancient history and provides the basis for a typical one-semester
course lavishly illustrated: contains maps, line drawings and plates to support and supplement the text, with updated captions
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clearly and concisely written: two established and respected university teachers with thirty years' experience in the subject areas
well-organized: traces the broad outline of political history but also concentrates on particular topics user-friendly: includes chapter
menus, an extensive and expanded bibliography organized by subject area and three appendices, an improved introduction and
the addition of an epilogue.
From the Trojan War to the sack of Rome, from the fall of Constantinople to the bombings of World War II and the recent
devastation of Syrian towns, the destruction of cities and the slaughter of civilian populations are among the most dramatic events
in world history. But how reliable are literary sources for these events? Did ancient authors exaggerate the scale of destruction to
create sensational narratives? This volume reassesses the impact of physical destruction on ancient Greek cities and its
demographic and economic implications. Addressing methodological issues of interpreting the archaeological evidence for
destructions, the volume examines the evidence for the destruction, survival, and recovery of Greek cities. The studies, written by
an international group of specialists in archaeology, ancient history, and numismatic, range from Sicily to Asia Minor and Aegean
Thrace, and include Athens, Corinth, and Eretria. They highlight the resilience of ancient populations and the recovery of cities in
the long term.
This book has been considered by academicians and scholars of great significance and value to literature. This forms a part of the
knowledge base for future generations. So that the book is never forgotten we have represented this book in a print format as the
same form as it was originally first published. Hence any marks or annotations seen are left intentionally to preserve its true
nature.
This is a complete history of Antioch, one of the most significant major cities of the eastern Mediterranean and a crossroads for the
Silk Road, from its foundation by the Seleucids, through Roman rule, the rise of Christianity, Islamic and Byzantine conquests, to
the Crusades and beyond. Antioch has typically been treated as a city whose classical glory faded permanently amid a series of
natural disasters and foreign invasions in the sixth and seventh centuries CE. Such studies have obstructed the view of Antioch’s
fascinating urban transformations from classical to medieval to modern city and the processes behind these transformations.
Through its comprehensive blend of textual sources and new archaeological data reanalyzed from Princeton’s 1930s excavations
and recent discoveries, this book offers unprecedented insights into the complete history of Antioch, recreating the lives of the
people who lived in it and focusing on the factors that affected them during the evolution of its remarkable cityscape. While
Antioch’s built environment is central, the book also utilizes landscape archaeological work to consider the city in relation to its
hinterland, and numismatic evidence to explore its economics. The outmoded portrait of Antioch as a sadly perished classical city
par excellence gives way to one in which it shines as brightly in its medieval Islamic, Byzantine, and Crusader incarnations.
Antioch: A History offers a new portal to researching this long-lasting city and is also suitable for a wide variety of teaching needs,
both undergraduate and graduate, in the fields of classics, history, urban studies, archaeology, Silk Road studies, and Near
Eastern/Middle Eastern studies. Just as importantly, its clarity makes it attractive for, and accessible to, a general readership
outside the framework of formal instruction.
A portrayal of fourteen ancient cities at their height.
Palmyra: A History examines Palmyra, the city in the Syrian oasis of Tadmur, from its beginnings in the Bronze Age, through the
classical period and its discovery and excavation, to the present day. It aims at reconstructing Palmyra’s past from literary
accounts – classical and post-classical – as well as material evidence of all kinds: inscriptions, coins, art and of course the remains
of Palmyra’s monumental architecture. After exploring the earliest inhabitation of Tadmur, the volume moves through the Persian
and Hellenistic periods, to the city’s zenith. Under the Romans, Palmyra was unique among the cities of the empire because it
became a political factor in its own right in the third century AD, when the Roman military was overpowered by Sassanian invaders
and Palmyrene troops stepped in. Sommer’s assessment of Palmyra under Rome therefore considers how Palmyra achieved
such an exceptional role in the Roman Near East, before its demise under the Umayyad Empire. The volume also examines the
century-long history of archaeological and historical research at Palmyra, from its beginnings under Ottoman rule and the French
mandate in the 1920s to the recent satellite based prospection carried out by German archaeologists. A closing chapter examines
the occupation of the site by ISIS during the Syrian conflict, and the implications of the destruction there on the ruins, the
archaeological finds and future investigations, and heritage in Syria more broadly. Palmyra offers academics, students and the
interested reader alike the first full treatment in English of this fascinating site, providing a comprehensive account of the city’s
origins, rise and fall.
This prestigious volume is a guide to the discovery of the loveliest lost cities of the ancient world: Africa, the Americas, Europe,
and in the Near, Middle, and Far East. Using magnificent photographs and accurate reconstructions of the ancient cities, this
volume illustrates what remains of these centres where the ancient world's great civilizations flourished. The superb photographs
present the ruins of vast architectural complexes, temples, palaces, public and private residences, works of art and fragments of
civilizations that renowned archaeologists have discovered, investigated and brought back from oblivion.
Drawing on case studies and presenting archaeological evidence throughout, Alan Greaves presents a welcome survey of the origins and
development of Miletos. Focusing on the archaic era and exploring a wide range of issues including physical environment, colonizations, the
economy, and its role as a centre of philosophy and learning, Greaves examines Miletos from prehistory to its medieval decline.
Great Cities of the Ancient World
This abundantly illustrated volume explores the genesis and flourishing of Uruk, the first known metropolis in the history of humankind. More
than one hundred years ago, discoveries from a German archaeological dig at Uruk, roughly two hundred miles south of present-day
Baghdad, sent shock waves through the scholarly world. Founded at the end of the fifth millennium BCE, Uruk was the main force for
urbanization in what has come to be called the Uruk period (4000–3200 BCE), during which small, agricultural villages gave way to a larger
urban center with a stratified society, complex governmental bureaucracy, and monumental architecture and art. It was here that protocuneiform script—the earliest known form of writing—was developed around 3400 BCE. Uruk is known too for the epic tale of its hero-king
Gilgamesh, among the earliest masterpieces of world literature. Containing 480 images, this volume represents the most comprehensive and
up-to-date assessment of the archaeological evidence gathered at Uruk. More than sixty essays by renowned scholars provide glimpses into
the life, culture, and art of the first great city of the ancient world. This volume will be an indispensable reference for readers interested in the
ancient Near East and the origins of urbanism.
Gyeongju, the capital of the Kingdom of Silla, grew from a loose confederation of villages, called Saro, to become the capital of most of the
Korean peninsula. Its relationships with Japan, the Eurasian Steppes, and countries along the Silk Road leading to Europe helped to make
the city one of the most prosperous and significant in ancient East Asia. In this seminal new volume, Sarah Milledge Nelson draws on over 30
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years’ experience to offer the first complete history of this fascinating city. Gyeongju explores culture, class and rank, industry, international
relations, rulers, and socio-cultural issues such as gender, and examines in detail the complex systems of class and rank, Gyeongju’s
position as the royal seat of Silla, and the influence and legacy of the ancient city. Excavations in Gyeongju have provided evidence not only
of the wealth and power of the monarchy, but also of production and agriculture, and the reach of Gyeongju’s trade routes, making this city a
fascinating case study for the region. Augmented with extensive maps and images which illustrate the city’s rich history, this volume is crucial
reading for anyone interested in the city, the kingdom of Silla, the history and archaeology of Korea, and early urbanism and state formation
in East Asia.
This is the first book in English to relate the history of Damascus, bringing out the crucial role the city has played at many points in the
region's past. Damascus traces the history of this colourful, significant and complex city through its physical development, from the city's
emergence in around 7000 BC through the changing cavalcade of Aramaean, Persian, Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Arab, Mongol and French
rulers right up to the end of Turkish control in 1918. In Damascus, every layer of the history has built precisely on top of its predecessors for
at least three millennia, leaving a detailed archaeological record of one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world. The book looks
particularly at the interplay between the western and eastern influences that have provided Damascus with such a rich past, and how this
perfectly encapsulates the forces that have played over the Middle East as a whole from the earliest recorded times to the present. Lavishly
illustrated, Damascus: A History is a compelling and unique exploration of a fascinating city.
Thebes offers a scholarly survey of the history and archaeology of the city, from 1600 BCE – 476 CE. Discussions of major developments in
politics, war, society and culture form the basis of a chronological examination of one of Greece’s most powerful and dynamic cities. By
taking a broad view, the book’s account speaks to larger trends in the ancient Mediterranean world while also demonstrating how Thebes
was unique in its ancient context. It provides an up-to-date examination of all available information: topographic, demographic, numismatic,
epigraphic, archaeological and textual discussions provide the most complete, current picture of ancient Thebes and illustrate the value of an
interdisciplinary approach.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly passionate…Nixey writes up a storm. Each sentence is rich, textured, evocative, felt…[A]
ballista-bolt of a book.” —New York Times Book Review In Harran, the locals refused to convert. They were dismembered, their limbs hung
along the town’s main street. In Alexandria, zealots pulled the elderly philosopher-mathematician Hypatia from her chariot and flayed her to
death with shards of broken pottery. Not long before, their fellow Christians had invaded the city’s greatest temple and razed it—smashing its
world-famous statues and destroying all that was left of Alexandria’s Great Library. Today, we refer to Christianity’s conquest of the West as
a “triumph.” But this victory entailed an orgy of destruction in which Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed classical culture, helping to
pitch Western civilization into a thousand-year-long decline. Just one percent of Latin literature would survive the purge; countless antiquities,
artworks, and ancient traditions were lost forever. As Catherine Nixey reveals, evidence of early Christians’ campaign of terror has been
hiding in plain sight: in the palimpsests and shattered statues proudly displayed in churches and museums the world over. In The Darkening
Age, Nixey resurrects this lost history, offering a wrenching account of the rise of Christianity and its terrible cost.
Aleppo is one of the longest-surviving cities of the ancient and Islamic Middle East. Until recently it enjoyed a thriving urban life—in particular
an active traditional suq, whose origins can be traced across many centuries. Its tangle of streets still follow the Hellenistic grid and above it
looms the great Citadel, which contains recently-uncovered remains of a Bronze/Iron Age temple complex, suggesting an even earlier role as
a ‘high place’ in the Canaanite tradition. In the Arab Middle Ages, Aleppo was a strongpoint of the Islamic resistance to the Crusader
presence. Its medieval Citadel is one of the most dramatic examples of a fortified enclosure in the Islamic tradition. In Mamluk and Ottoman
times, the city took on a thriving commercial role and provided a base for the first European commercial factories and consulates in the
Levant. Its commercial life funded a remarkable building tradition with some hundreds of the 600 or so officially-declared monuments dating
from these eras, and its diverse ethnic mixture, with significant Kurdish, Turkish, Christian and Armenian communities provide a richer
layering of influences on the city’s life. In this volume, Ross Burns explores the rich history of this important city, from its earliest history
through to the modern era, providing a thorough treatment of this fascinating city history, accessible both to scholarly readers as well as to
the general public interested in a factual and comprehensive survey of the city’s past.

Urban history starts in ancient Mesopotamia. In this volume Marc Van De Mieroop examines the evolution of the very
earliest cities which, for millennia, inspired the rest of the ancient world. The city determined every aspect of
Mesopotamian civilization, and the political and social structure, economy, literature, and arts of Mesopotamian culture
cannot be understood without acknowledging their urban background. - ;Urban history starts in ancient Mesopotamia: the
earliest known cities developed there as the result of long indigenous processes, and, for millennia, the city determined
every aspect of Mesopotamian civilization. Marc Van De Mieroop examines urban life in the historical period,
investigating urban topography, the role of cities as centres of culture, their political and social structures, economy,
literature, and the arts. He draws on material from the entirety of Mesopotamian history, from c. 3000 to 300 BC, and
from both Babylonia and Assyria, arguing that the Mesopotamian city can be regarded as a prototype that inspired the
rest of the ancient world and shared characteristics with the European cities of antiquity. Well illustrated with nearly 300 line drawings, maps and photographs, Ancient Cities surveys the cities of the ancient
Near East, Egypt, and the Greek and Roman worlds from an archaeological perspective, and in their cultural and
historical contexts. Covering a huge area geographically and chronologically, it brings to life the physical world of ancient
city dwellers by concentrating on evidence recovered by archaeological excavations from the Mediterranean basin and
south-west Asia Examining both pre-Classical and Classical periods, this is an excellent introductory textbook for
students of classical studies and archaeology alike.
A body of theory has developed about the role and function of memory in creating and maintaining cultural identity. Yet
there has been no consideration of the rich Mediterranean and Near Eastern traditions of laments for fallen cities in
commemorating or resolving communal trauma. This volume offers new insights into the trope of the fallen city in folksong and a variety of literary genres. These commemorations reveal memories modified by diverse agendas, and
contains narrative structures and motifs that show the meaning of memory-making about fallen cities. Opening a new
avenue of research into the Mediterranean genre of city lament, this book examines references to, or re-workings of,
otherwise lost texts or ways of commemorating fallen cities in the extant texts, and with greater emphasis than usual on
the point of view of the victors.
Elis examines the city of Elis from its earliest history, through the Archaic period and the Classical period where it
reached its zenith, to its decline in the Hellenistic, Roman and later periods. Through examining this prominent city-state,
its role in contemporary politics and the place of Olympia in its territory, Graeme Bourke allows the reader to explore
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broader issues, such as the relationship between the Spartans and their various allies, often collectively referred to as
‘the Peloponnesian League’, the connection between political structures and Panhellenic sanctuaries, and the network
of relationships between various ancient sanctuaries throughout the Greek-speaking world. The volume, which makes
available in English for the first time much of the debate about the city, provides a valuable resource for students and
academics studying the city of Elis, the Peloponnese and the relationships within it, and pre-Hellenistic Greece as a
whole.
In film imagery, urban spaces show up not only as spatial settings of a story, but also as projected ideas and forms that
aim to recreate and capture the spirit of cultures, societies and epochs. Some cinematic cities have even managed to
transcend fiction to become part of modern collective memory. Can we imagine a futuristic city not inspired at least
remotely by Fritz Lang’s Metropolis? In the same way, ancient Babylon, Troy and Rome can hardly be shaped in popular
imagination without conscious or subconscious references to the striking visions of Griffiths’ Intolerance, Petersen’s
Troy and Scott’s Gladiator, to mention only a few influential examples. Imagining Ancient Cities in Film explores for the
first time in scholarship film representations of cities of the Ancient World from early cinema to the 21st century. The
volume analyzes the different choices made by filmmakers, art designers and screen writers to recreate ancient urban
spaces as more or less convincing settings of mythical and historical events. In looking behind and beyond intended
archaeological accuracy, symbolic fantasy, primitivism, exoticism and Hollywood-esque monumentality, this volume pays
particular attention to the depiction of cities as faces of ancient civilizations, but also as containers of moral ideas and
cultural fashions deeply rooted in the contemporary zeitgeist and in continuously revisited traditions.
This volume investigates how the structure and use of space developed and changed in cities, and examines the role of
different societal groups in shaping urbanism. Culturally and chronologically diverse case studies provide a basis to
examine recent theoretical and methodological shifts in the archaeology of ancient cities. The book's primary goal is to
examine how ancient cities were made by the people who lived in them. The authors argue that there is a mutually
constituting relationship between urban form and the actions and interactions of a plurality of individuals, groups, and
institutions, each with their own motivations and identities. Space is therefore socially produced as these agents operate
in multiple spheres.
"A revelation of the drive and creative flux of the metropolis over time."--Nature A sweeping history of cities through the
millennia--from Mesopotamia to Manhattan--and how they have propelled Homo sapiens to dominance. Six thousand
years ago, there were no cities on the planet. Today, more than half of the world's population lives in urban areas, and
that number is growing. Weaving together archeology, history, and contemporary observations, Monica Smith explains
the rise of the first urban developments and their connection to our own. She takes readers on a journey through the
ancient world of Tell Brak in modern-day Syria; Teotihuacan and Tenochtitlan in Mexico; her own digs in India; as well as
the more well-known Pompeii, Rome, and Athens. Along the way, she presents the unique properties that made cities
singularly responsible for the flowering of humankind: the development of networked infrastructure, the rise of an
entrepreneurial middle class, and the culture of consumption that results in everything from take-out food to the tell-tale
secrets of trash. Cities is an impassioned and learned account full of fascinating details of daily life in ancient urban
centers, using archaeological perspectives to show that the aspects of cities we find most irresistible (and the most
annoying) have been with us since the very beginnings of urbanism itself. She also proves the rise of cities was hardly
inevitable, yet it was crucial to the eventual global dominance of our species--and that cities are here to stay.
The ancient Greco-Roman world was a world of citie, in a distinctive sense of communities in which countryside was
dominated by urban centre. This volume of papers written by influential archaeologists and historians seeks to bring
together the two disciplines in exploring the city-country relationship.
The human race is on a 10,000 year urban adventure. Our ancestors wandered the planet or lived scattered in villages,
yet by the end of this century almost all of us will live in cities. But that journey has not been a smooth one and urban
civilizations have risen and fallen many times in history. The ruins of many of them still enchant us. This book tells the
story of the rise and fall of ancient cities from the end of the Bronze Age to the beginning of the Middle Ages. It is a tale of
war and politics, pestilence and famine, triumph and tragedy, by turns both fabulous and squalid. Its focus is on the
ancient Mediterranean: Greeks and Romans at the centre, but Phoenicians and Etruscans, Persians, Gauls, and
Egyptians all play a part. The story begins with the Greek discovery of much more ancient urban civilizations in Egypt
and the Near East, and charts the gradual spread of urbanism to the Atlantic and then the North Sea in the centuries that
followed. The ancient Mediterranean, where our story begins, was a harsh environment for urbanism. So how were cities
first created, and then sustained for so long, in these apparently unpromising surroundings? How did they feed
themselves, where did they find water and building materials, and what did they do with their waste and their dead? Why,
in the end, did their rulers give up on them? And what it was like to inhabit urban worlds so unlike our own - cities
plunged into darkness every night, cities dominated by the temples of the gods, cities of farmers, cities of slaves, cities of
soldiers. Ultimately, the chief characters in the story are the cities themselves. Athens and Sparta, Persepolis and
Carthage, Rome and Alexandria: cities that formed great families. Their story encompasses the history of the generations
of people who built and inhabited them, whose short lives left behind monuments that have inspired city builders ever
since - and whose ruins stand as stark reminders to the 21st century of the perils as well as the potential rewards of an
urban existence.
Blending high adventure with history, this chronicle of 100 astonishing discoveries from the Dead Sea Scrolls to the
fabulous "Lost City of the Monkey God" tells incredible stories of how explorers and archaeologists have uncovered the
clues that illuminate our past. Archaeology is the key that unlocks our deepest history. Ruined cities, golden treasures,
cryptic inscriptions, and ornate tombs have been found across the world, and yet these artifacts of ages past often raised
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more questions than answers. But with the emergence of archaeology as a scientific discipline in the 19th century,
everything changed. Illustrated with dazzling photographs, this enlightening narrative tells the story of human civilization
through 100 key expeditions, spanning six continents and more than three million years of history. Each account relies on
firsthand reports from explorers, antiquarians, and scientists as they crack secret codes, evade looters and political
suppression, fall in love, commit a litany of blunders, and uncover ancient curses. Pivotal discoveries include: King Tut's
tomb of treasure Terracotta warriors escorting China's first emperor into the afterlife The glorious Anglo-Saxon treasure
of Sutton-Hoo Graves of the Scythians, the real Amazon warrior women New findings on the grim fate of the colonists of
Jamestown With a foreword from bestselling author Douglas Preston, Lost Cities, Ancient Tombs is an expertly curated
and breath-taking panorama of the human journey.
In 2008 for the first time the majority of the planet's inhabitants lived in cities and towns. Becoming globally urban has
been one of mankind's greatest collective achievements over time. Written by leading scholar, this is the first detailed
survey of the world's cities and towns from ancient times to the present day.
Born in France, Charnay (1828-1915) travelled extensively through commissions from the French government and with
private patronage. He made several visits to the region between 1857 and 1886, producing in his work both a journal of
his adventures and an archaeological examination of past civilizations. Beginning in Mexico, Charnay notably examines
the ancient city of Tula and also the history of Yucatán, discussing aspects of Toltec and Mayan culture. He explores the
ruins of Chichen Itza, Kabah and Yaxchilan (which Charnay dubbed 'Lorillard Town' after a benefactor), among many
other settlements. Surveying art, pyramid architecture, ancient customs and history based on extant sources, this
account was a major contribution in its field and remains of interest to scholars of Latin American archaeology.
Does your little one like ancient history? Then this book should be added to your child’s learning collection! This book
discusses the 7 great cities of Ancient Mesopotamia. Learning about ancient history will help improve your child’s
understanding of the past in order to develop a better appreciation of the present. Encourage your child to read a copy
today!
An illuminating and evocatively illustrated tour of forty of the greatest cities that shaped the ancient world and its
civilizations, from China and Mesoamerica to Europe and Ethiopia Today we take living in cities, with all their attractions
and annoyances, for granted. But when did humans first come together to live in large groups, creating an urban
landscape? What were these places like to inhabit? More than simply a history of ancient cities, this volume also reveals
the art and architecture created by our ancestors, and provides a fascinating exploration of the origins of urbanism,
politics, culture, and human interaction. Arranged geographically into five sections, Cities That Shaped the Ancient World
takes a global view, beginning in the Near East with the earliest cities such as Ur and Babylon, Troy and Jerusalem. In
Africa, the great cities of Ancient Egypt arose, such as Thebes and Amarna. Glorious European metropolises, including
Athens and Rome, ringed the Mediterranean, but also stretched to Trier on the turbulent frontier of the Roman Empire.
Asia had bustling commercial centers such as Mohenjodaro and Xianyang, while in the Americas the Mesoamerican and
Peruvian cultures stamped their presence on the landscape, creating massive structures and extensive urban
settlements in the deep jungles and high mountain ranges, including Caral and Teotihuacan. A team of expert historians
and archaeologists with firsthand knowledge and deep appreciation of each site gives voices to these silent ruins,
bringing them to life as the bustling state-of-the-art metropolises they once were.
From early towns to booming metropolises, The Complete Cities of Ancient Egypt explores every facet of urban life in
ancient Egypt with a leading authority in the field as a guide Ancient Egyptian cities and towns have until recently been
one of the least-studied and least-published aspects of this great ancient civilization. Now, new research and excavation
are transforming our knowledge. This is the first book to bring these latest discoveries to a wide audience and to provide
a comprehensive overview of what we know about ancient settlement during the dynastic period. The cities range in date
from early urban centers to large metropolises. From houses to palaces to temples, the different parts of Egyptian cities
and towns are examined in detail, giving a clear picture of the urban world. The inhabitants, from servants to Pharaoh,
are vividly brought to life, placed in the context of the civil administration that organized every detail of their lives. Famous
cities with extraordinary buildings and fascinating histories are also examined here through detailed individual treatments,
including: Memphis, home of the pyramid–building kings of the Old Kingdom; Thebes, containing the greatest
concentration of monumental buildings from the ancient world; and Amarna, intimately associated with the pharaoh
Akhenaten. An analysis of information from modern excavations and ancient texts recreates vibrant ancient communities,
providing range and depth beyond any other publication on the subject.
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