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Once upon a time an American girl moved to a little town in Slovakia. And she fell
in love with the country, and with a boy. And then another boy. And then about a
dozen boys fell in love with her. Many linguistic and romantic antics ensued, and
a happy ending unlike any she could have foreseen. This is a story for
everyone—the armchair traveler and the real one, the lover of love stories and the
connoisseur of culture clash—but above all, it’s a story for anyone who is always
homesick for somewhere else.
This collection systematically approaches the concept of Czechoslovakism and
its historical progression, covering the time span from the mid-nineteenth century
to Czechoslovakia’s dissolution in 1992/1993, while also providing the most
recent research on the subject. "Czechoslovakism" was a foundational concept of
the interwar Czechoslovak Republic and it remained an important ideological,
political and cultural phenomenon throughout the twentieth century. As such, it is
one of the most controversial terms in Czech, Slovak and Central European
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history. While Czechoslovakism was perceived by some as an effort to assert
Czech domination in Slovakia, for others it represented a symbol of the struggle
for the Republic’s survival during the interwar and Second World War periods.
The authors take care to analyze Czechoslovakism’s various emotional
connotations, however their primary objective is to consider Czechoslovakism as
an important historical concept and follow its changes through the various culturalpolitical contexts spanning from the mid-nineteenth century to the breakup of
Czechoslovakia in 1993. Including the work of many of the most eminent Czech
and Slovak historians, this volume is an insightful study for academic and
postgraduate student audiences interested in the modern history of Central and
Eastern Europe, nationality studies, as well as intellectual history, political
science and sociology.
Created after World War I, 'Yugoslavia' was a combination of ethnically,
religiously, and linguistically diverse but connected South Slav peoples Slovenes, Croats and Serbs but also Bosnian Muslims, Macedonians, and
Montenegrins - in addition to non-Slav minorities. The Great Powers and the
country's intellectual and political elites believed that a coherent identity could be
formed in which the different South Slav groups in the state could identify with a
single Balkan Yugoslav identity. Pieter Troch draws on previously unpublished
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sources from the domain of education to show how the state's nationalities policy
initially allowed for a flexible and inclusive Yugoslav nationhood, and how that
system was slowly replaced with a more domineering and rigid 'top-down'
nationalism during the dictatorship of King Alexander I - who banned political
parties and coded a strongly politicised Yugoslav national identity. As Yugoslav
society became increasingly split between the 'pro-Yugoslav' central regime and
'anti-Yugoslav' opposition, the seeds were sown for the failure of the Yugoslav
idea. Nationalism and Yugoslavia provides a valuable new insight into the
complexities of pre-war Yugoslavia.
The region between the Baltic and the Black Sea was marked by a set of crises
and conflicts in the 1920s and 1930s, demonstrating the diplomatic, military,
economic or cultural engagement of France, Germany, Russia, Britain, Italy and
Japan in this highly volatile region, and critically damaging the fragile postVersailles political arrangement. The editors, in naming this region as "Middle
Europe" seek to revive the symbolic geography of the time and accentuate its
position, situated between Big Powers and two World Wars. The ten case studies
in this book combine traditional diplomatic history with a broader emphasis on the
geopolitical aspects of Big-Power rivalry to understand the interwar period. The
essays claim that the European Big Powers played a key role in regional affairs
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by keeping the local conflicts and national movements under control and by
exploiting the region's natural resources and military dependencies, while at the
same time strengthening their prestige through cultural penetration and the
cultivation of client networks. The authors, however, want to avoid the simplistic
view that the Big Powers fully dominated the lesser players on the European
stage. The relationship was indeed hierarchical, but the essays also reveal how
the "small states" manipulated Big-Power disagreements, highlighting the limits
of the latters' leverage throughout the 1920s and the 1930s.
Focusing on Slovakia and East Central Europe, this book examines the cultural
economy of protest and considers how the origins of political movements –
progressive and reactionary – derive from resilient agrarian features. It draws
attention to how the legacy of rural socialist modernization influences
contemporary politics and to the ‘village’ version of fascism developing in the
region. The chapters look at the interplay of post-peasant economic and political
habits and representations as a result of state-socialism and with regard to the
European project, as viewed through an ethnographic lens. Juraj Buzalka
describes the bulk of Slovak citizens as post-socialist Europeans with a
connection to the countryside who feel that this is where real power in society
should be defined and based. He also observes the politicians who are skillfully
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mobilizing post-peasants while exploiting the political-economic context of the
European Union. This volume will be relevant to scholars with an interest in
European society and politics, particularly protest and populism, from disciplines
including anthropology, sociology, political science and history.
Conventional wisdom holds that comic books of the post–World War II era are
poorly drawn and poorly written publications, notable only for the furor they
raised. Contributors to this thoughtful collection, however, demonstrate that these
comics constitute complex cultural documents that create a dialogue between
mainstream values and alternative beliefs that question or complicate the grand
narratives of the era. Close analysis of individual titles, including EC comics,
Superman, romance comics, and other, more obscure works, reveals the ways
Cold War culture—from atomic anxieties and the nuclear family to communist
hysteria and social inequalities—manifests itself in the comic books of the era. By
illuminating the complexities of mid-century graphic novels, this study
demonstrates that postwar popular culture was far from monolithic in its
representation of American values and beliefs.
In Central and Eastern Europe, radical right actors significantly impact public
debates and mainstream policy agenda. But despite this high discursive
influence, the electoral fortune of radical right parties in the region is much less
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stable. It has been suggested that this may be due to the fact that mainstream
competitors increasingly co-opt issues which are fundamental for the radical
right. However, the extent to which such tactics play a role in radical right
electoral success and failure is still a subject for debate. This book is the first to
provide a systematic theoretical framework and in-depth empirical research on
the interaction between discursive influence, party competition and the electoral
fortune of radical right parties in Central and Eastern Europe. It argues that in
order to fully explain the impact of mainstream party strategies in this regard, it is
vital to widen the analysis beyond competition over issues themselves, and
towards their various legitimizing narratives and frame ownership. Up-to-date
debates over policies of collective identity (minority, morality and nationalizing
politics) in Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia serve as best cases to observe these
under-researched phenomena. The analytical model is evaluated comparatively
using original, primary data combined with election studies and expert surveys.
Advancing an innovative, fine-grained approach on the mechanisms and effects
of party competition between radical right and mainstream parties, this book will
be of interest to students and scholars researching the far right and European
party politics, as well as political contestation and framing.
Language is the most essential medium of scientific activity. Many historians,
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sociologists and science studies scholars have investigated scientific language
for this reason, but only few have examined those cases where language itself
has become an object of scientific discussion. Over the centuries scientists have
sought to control, refine and engineer language for various epistemological,
communicative and nationalistic purposes. This book seeks to explore cases in
the history of science in which questions or concerns with language have
bubbled to the surface in scientific discourse. This opens a window into the
particular ways in which scientists have conceived of and construed language as
the central medium of their activity across different cultural contexts and places,
and the clashes and tensions that have manifested their many attempts to
engineer it to both preserve and enrich its function. The subject of language
draws out many topics that have mostly been neglected in the history of science,
such as the connection between the emergence of national languages and the
development of science within national settings, and allows us to connect
together historical episodes from many understudied cultural and linguistic
venues such as Eastern European and medieval Hebrew science.
Analyzes how fangyan (local Chinese languages or dialects) were central to the
creation of modern Chinese nationalism.
This is the first scientific biography of Milan Rastislav Štefánik (1880–1919) that is
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focused on analysing the process of how he became the Slovak national hero.
Although he is relatively unknown internationally, his contemporaries compared
him “to Choderlos de Laclos for the use of military tactics in love affairs, to
Lawrence of Arabia for vision, to Bonaparte for ambition ... and to one of apostles
for his conviction”. He played the key role in founding an independent
Czechoslovakia in 1918 through his relentless worldwide travels during the First
World War in order to create the Czechoslovak army: he visited Serbia and
Romania on the eve of invasion by the Central Powers, Russia before the
February revolution, the United States after it declared the war to Germany, Italy
dealing with the consequences of the defeat in Caporetto battle, and again
Russia plunged into the Civil War. Several historical methods are used to answer
this question such as social capital to explain his raise in French society, the
charismatic leader to understand how he convinced and won over a relatively
large number of people; more traditional political, military and diplomatic history
to show his contribution to the founding of Czechoslovakia, and memory studies
to analyse his extraordinary popularity in Slovakia. By mapping his intriguing life,
the book will be of interest to scholars in a broad range of areas including history
of Central Europe, especially Czechoslovakia, international relations, social
history, French society at the beginning of the 20th century and biographical
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research.
Winner of the BASEES George Blazyca Prize In 1945, just six years after coming
to power, the Slovak People's Party (SLS) was disbanded as a 'criminal
organisation' and its leader - Jozef Tiso - hanged for treason. What made it
possible for the SLS, initially founded in 1905 by priests to represent the Catholic
Slovak minority residing in the north of the Kingdom of Hungary, to form an
openly pro-Nazi government in 1939? And what put Slovakia on the path to a
'fascism' that would see more than 45,000 Jews deported to their deaths in
1942? To answer these questions, Thomas Lorman draws on more than a
decade's research in archives across the region in Hungarian, Slovak and Latin,
and studies the party's formative years in depth for the first time in English.
Lorman examines the various strands which fused to form the party and its
popularity, including a complex and nebulous nationalism, Catholicism and a
resounding mistrust of liberalism and 'modernity'. The Making of the Slovak
People's Party is a vital and timely study of the genesis and success of far-right
movements that will be essential reading for all scholars working on 20th-century
Eastern European history, nationalism and the interplay of religion and politics.
In the immediate aftermath of the First World War, Upper Silesia was the site of
the largest formal exercise in self-determination in European history, the 1921
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Plebiscite. This asked the inhabitants of Europe’s second largest industrial
region the deceptively straightforward question of whether they preferred to be
Germans or Poles, but spectacularly failed to clarify their national identity,
demonstrating instead the strength of transnational, regionalist and sub-national
allegiances, and of allegiances other than nationality, such as religion. As such
Upper Silesia, which was partitioned and re-partitioned between 1922 and 1945,
and subjected to Czechization, Germanization, Polonization, forced emigration,
expulsion and extermination, illustrates the limits of nation-building projects and
nation-building narratives imposed from outside. This book explores a range of
topics related to nationality issues in Upper Silesia, putting forward the results of
extensive new research. It highlights the flaws at the heart of attempts to shape
Europe as homogenously national polities and compares the fate of Upper
Silesia with the many other European regions where similar problems occurred.
This multidisciplinary collection of essays provides a critical and comprehensive
understanding of how knowledge has been made, moved and used, by whom
and for what purpose. To explain how new knowledge emerges, this volume
offers a two-fold conceptual move: challenging both the premise of
insurmountable differences between confined, autarkic cultures and the linear,
nation-centered approach to the spread of immutable stocks of knowledge.
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Rather, the conceptual focus of the book is on the circulation, amalgamation and
reconfiguration of locally shaped bodies of knowledge on a broader, global scale.
The authors emphasize that the histories of interaction have been made less
transparent through the study of cultural representations thus distorting the view
of how knowledge is actually produced. Leading scholars from a range of fields,
including history, philosophy, social anthropology and comparative culture
research, have contributed chapters which cover the period from the early
modern age to the present day and investigate settings in Africa, Asia, and
Europe. Their particular focus is on areas that have largely been neglected until
now. In this work, readers from many disciplines will find new approaches to
writing the global history of knowledge-making, especially historians, scholars of
the history and philosophy of science, and those in culture studies.
In The Nitrian Principality: The Beginnings of Medieval Slovakia Ján Steinhübel
offers an account of the early medieval West Slavic realm which laid the national,
territorial and historical foundations of Slovakia.
What is nationalism and how can we study it from a historical perspective?
Writing the History of Nationalism answers this question by examining eleven
historical approaches to nationalism studies in theory and practice. An impressive
cast of contributors cover the history of nationalism from a wide range of thematic
Page 11/25

Read Free Choosing Slovakia Slavic Hungary The Czechoslovak Language
And Accidental Nationalism International Library Of Political Studies
approaches, from traditional modernist and Marxist perspectives to more recent
debates around gender. postcolonialism and the global turn in history writing.
This book is essential reading for undergraduate students of history, politics and
sociology wanting to understand the complex yet fascinating history of
nationalism.
This book analyzes the creation of languages across the Slavophone areas of
the world and their deployment for political projects and identity building, mainly
after 1989. It offers perspectives from a number of disciplines such as
sociolinguistics, socio-political history and language policy. Languages are
artefacts of culture, meaning they are created by people. They are often used for
identity building and maintenance, but in Central and Eastern Europe they
became the basis of nation building and national statehood maintenance. The
recent split of the Serbo-Croatian language in the wake of the break-up of
Yugoslavia amply illustrates the highly politicized role of languages in this region,
which is also home to most of the world’s Slavic-speakers. This volume presents
and analyzes the creation of languages across the Slavophone areas of the
world and their deployment for political projects and identity building, mainly after
1989. The overview concludes with a reflection on the recent rise of Slavophone
speech communities in Western Europe and Israel. The book brings together
Page 12/25

Read Free Choosing Slovakia Slavic Hungary The Czechoslovak Language
And Accidental Nationalism International Library Of Political Studies
renowned international scholars who offer a variety of perspectives from a
number of disciplines and sub-fields such as sociolinguistics, socio-political
history and language policy, making this book of great interest to historians,
sociologists, political scientists and anthropologists interested in Central and
Eastern Europe and Slavic Studies.
An examination of territorial changes between Czechoslovakia and Hungary and
their effects on the local populations of the borderlands in the World War II era
Cover -- Title -- Copyright -- Contents -- Introduction to Comparative Hungarian
Cultural Studies -- Part One: History, Theory, and Methodology for Comparative
Hungarian Cultural Studies -- The Study of Hungarian Culture as Comparative
Central European Cultural Studies -- Literacy, Culture, and History in the Work of
Thienemann and Hajnal -- Vámbéry, Victorian Culture, and Stoker's Dracula -Memory and Modernity in Fodor's Geographical Work on Hungary -- The
Fragmented (Cultural) Body in Polcz's Asszony a fronton (A Woman on the
Front) -- Part Two: Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies of Literature and
Culture -- Contemporary Hungarian Literary Criticism and the Memory of the
Socialist Past -- The Absurd as a Form of Realism in Hungarian Literature -- On
the German and English Versions of Márai's A gyertyák csonkig égnek (Die Glut
and Embers) -- Exile, Homeland, and Milieu in the Oral Lore of Carpatho-Rusyn
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Jews -- Part Three: Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies and the Other Arts
-- Nation, Gender, and Race in the Ragtime Culture of Millennial Budapest -Jewish (Over)tones in Viennese and Budapest Operetta -- Curtiz, Hungarian
Cinema, and Hollywood -- Lost Dreams and Sacred Visions in the Art of Ámos -Art Nouveau and Hungarian Cultural Nationalism -- Part Four: Comparative
Hungarian Cultural Studies and Gender Studies -- Hungarian Political Posters,
Clinton, and the (Im)possibility of Political Drag -- The Cold War, Fashion, and
Resistance in 1950s Hungary -- Sándor/Sarolta Vay, a Gender Bender in Fin-deSiècle Hungary -- Women Managers Communicating Gender in Hungary -- Part
Five: Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies of Contemporary Hungary -Commemoration and Contestation of the 1956 Revolution in Hungary -- About
the Jewish Renaissance in Post-1989 Hungary -- Aspects of Contemporary
Hungarian Literature and Cinema.
Floods are amongst the most common and devastating natural disasters. In the
wake of such an event, the pressure to initiate flood protection schemes that will
provide security is enormous, and politicians promise quick solutions in the
national interest. Jeroen Warner examines a number of such projects from
around the world - the Middle East, South Asia and Western Europe - aimed at
the prevention of serious flooding. Each provoked a level of controversy
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unforeseen by its initiators, with the result that schemes were shelved, were not
completed, or simply failed. The author shows how such projects inevitably
become politicized as different stakeholders seek to promote their interests.
This volume examines East-West rhetoric in several different historical contexts,
seeking to problematise its implicit assumptions and analyse its consequences.
Bosnian Muslims, East African Masai, Czech-speaking Austrians, North
American indigenous peoples, and Jewish immigrants from across Europe—the
nineteenth-century British and Habsburg Empires were characterized by
incredible cultural and racial-ethnic diversity. Notwithstanding their many
differences, both empires faced similar administrative questions as a result: Who
was excluded or admitted? What advantages were granted to which groups? And
how could diversity be reconciled with demands for national autonomy and
democratic participation? In this pioneering study, Benno Gammerl compares
Habsburg and British approaches to governing their diverse populations,
analyzing imperial formations to reveal the legal and political conditions that
fostered heterogeneity.
This work focuses on the ideological intertwining between Czech, Magyar, Polish
and Slovak, and the corresponding nationalisms steeped in these languages.
The analysis is set against the earlier political and ideological history of these
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languages, and the panorama of the emergence and political uses of other
languages of the region.
"As a stand-alone volume, no other book in English has such a wealth of
contemporary and scholarly information. This title fills an important gap in
historiography about events throughout Central Europe over the last fourteen
centuries. It presents the history of Slovakia in terms of the latest scholarship and
in context of on-going historical debate about Slovak history and its presentation
in a post-socialist world. It addresses the historiographical controversies with
copious notes and an extensive bibliography."--Publisher's website.
'Why do you whimper and wail, O Tatra streams and rivers, who carry your
plaintive lament resounding to the sea?' asks the narrator toward the end of The
Slovaks, in Ancient Days, and Now. They respond: 'Because our human
compatriots do not join together in memory, as we our waters mix with our origin,
and because their lives do not resound booming, but roll on unconsciously, like
hidden streams, silently to the sea of the life of the nations, young man!' This
quotation from the most famous prose work of ?udovít Stúr (1815 - 1856) might
be set as a motto to the literary career of Slovakia's greatest Romantic poet,
publicist, and political activist. For all of Stúr's writings aim at one goal: the
propagation of the national traditions of the Slovaks in an age when their nation
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was threatened with such repression from the Magyar majority in Hungary, that
the complete extinction of the Slovak language and culture was a real possibility.
Slavdom: A Selection of his Writings in Prose and Verse, presents the reader
with a wide selection of the creative output of a great Slovak writer, and an
important Pan-Slav thinker. Divided in three parts: 'Slovakia, ' 'Pan-Slavism' and
'Russia, ' it reflects the development of Stúr's thought, from his insistence on the
importance of the Slovak past and the quality of Slovak culture, through his
attempts to find a modus vivendi within the Austro-Hungarian Empire by uniting
all of the Slavic nations of Austria together in a federation under the Habsburg
crown (Austro-Slavism) to his arguments for all Slavs to unite under the
hegemony of Russia, when the events following the Spring of the Peoples in
1848 proved Austro-Slavism a dead alley. Slavdom offers a generous selection
of Stúr's writings, from Slavic apologetics such as The Contribution of the Slavs
to European Civilisation though selections of his poetry, chiefly, the two great
chansons de geste centring on the ancient Great Moravian Empire: Svatoboj and
Matús of Tren?ín. A must read for anyone interested in Slovak literature, PanSlavism, and European Romanticism in general. This book was published with a
financial support from SLOLIA, Centre for Information on Literature in Bratislava.
A sweeping narrative history of Eastern Europe from the late eighteenth century to
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today In the 1780s, the Habsburg monarch Joseph II decreed that henceforth German
would be the language of his realm. His intention was to forge a unified state from his
vast and disparate possessions, but his action had the opposite effect, catalyzing the
emergence of competing nationalisms among his Hungarian, Czech, and other
subjects, who feared that their languages and cultures would be lost. In this sweeping
narrative history of Eastern Europe since the late eighteenth century, John Connelly
connects the stories of the region's diverse peoples, telling how, at a profound level,
they have a shared understanding of the past. An ancient history of invasion and
migration made the region into a cultural landscape of extraordinary variety, a
patchwork in which Slovaks, Bosnians, and countless others live shoulder to shoulder
and where calls for national autonomy often have had bloody effects among the
interwoven ethnicities. Connelly traces the rise of nationalism in Polish, AustroHungarian, and Ottoman lands; the creation of new states after the First World War and
their later absorption by the Nazi Reich and the Soviet Bloc; the reemergence of
democracy and separatist movements after the collapse of communism; and the recent
surge of populist politics throughout the region. Because of this common experience of
upheaval, East Europeans are people with an acute feeling for the precariousness of
history: they know that nations are not eternal, but come and go; sometimes they
disappear. From Peoples into Nations tells their story.
Miroslav Hroch’s Social Preconditions of National Revival has profoundly influenced
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the study of nationalism since it first appeared in English translation, particularly
because of its famous three-phase model for describing and analyzing national
movements in Eastern Europe. Contributors to this book explore Hroch’s continued
relevance to the field of nationalism studies with four case studies and two
theoretical/historiographic essays. Two case studies apply Hroch’s thinking to Eastern
Europe in light of subsequent historiography, finding that Hroch’s ideas remain useful
for understanding national movements in Belarus and among the Kuban Cossacks.
Two further studies apply Hroch’s schema to the Mexican independence movement
and contemporary Pakistan – times and places that Hroch specifically excluded from
his own considerations. The first theoretical contribution seeks to apply
Begriffsgeschichte to Hroch’s work; the second suggests that Hroch’s phases form a
useful typology of nationalism, thus facilitating communication between different
branches of nationalism studies. Hroch ends the volume with his own commentary on
the various contributions. This book was published as a special issue of Nationalities
Papers.
This comparative study analyzes the ways that Central European writers used
stereotypes of the Turks to develop their national identities from the early modern
period to the present. Charles D. Sabatos uses Andre Gingrich’s concept of “frontier
Orientalism” to foreground his analysis of Central European Orientalism, designating
the nations of the former Habsburg Empire as the occident and the Turks as the
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oriental “Other.” This study applies theoretical approaches to literary history—as
developed by scholars such as Stephen Greenblatt and Linda Hutcheon—to a range of
texts from the early modern period, the nineteenth-century national revivals, interwar
independence, and the communist and postsocialist regimes. By following these
depictions across literatures and over an extensive historical period, this study
illustrates how the Turkish stereotype evolved from a menace to a more abstract yet
still powerful metaphor of resistance, and finally to a mythical figure that evoked humor
as often as fear.
‘Why do you whimper and wail, O Tatra streams and rivers, who carry your plaintive
lament resounding to the sea?’ asks the narrator toward the end of The Slovaks, in
Ancient Days, and Now. They respond: ‘Because our human compatriots do not join
together in memory, as we our waters mix with our origin, and because their lives do
not resound booming, but roll on unconsciously, like hidden streams, silently to the sea
of the life of the nations, young man!’ This quotation from the most famous prose work
of ?udovít Štúr (1815 – 1856) might be set as a motto to the literary career of Slovakia’s
greatest Romantic poet, publicist, and political activist. For all of Štúr’s writings aim at
one goal: the propagation of the national traditions of the Slovaks in an age when their
nation was threatened with such repression from the Magyar majority in Hungary, that
the complete extinction of the Slovak language and culture was a real possibility.
Slavdom: A Selection of his Writings in Prose and Verse presents the reader with a
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wide selection of the creative output of a great Slovak writer, and an important Pan-Slav
thinker. Divided in three parts: ‘Slovakia,’ ‘Pan-Slavism’ and ‘Russia,’ it reflects the
development of Štúr’s thought, from his insistence on the importance of the Slovak past
and the quality of Slovak culture, through his attempts to find a modus vivendi within the
Austro-Hungarian Empire by uniting all of the Slavic nations of Austria together in a
federation under the Habsburg crown (Austro-Slavism) to his arguments for all Slavs to
unite under the hegemony of Russia, when the events following the Spring of the
Peoples in 1848 proved Austro-Slavism a dead alley. Slavdom offers a generous
selection of Štúr’s writings, from Slavic apologetics such as The Contribution of the
Slavs to European Civilisation though selections of his poetry, chiefly, the two great
chansons de geste centring on the ancient Great Moravian Empire: Svatoboj and Matúš
of Tren?ín. A must read for anyone interested in Slovak literature, Pan-Slavism, and
European Romanticism in general. This book was published with a financial support
from SLOLIA, Centre for Information on Literature in Bratislava.
At the turn of the nineteenth century, Hungary was the site of a national awakening.
While Hungarian-speaking Hungarians sought to assimilate Hungary's ethnic minorities
into a new idea of nationhood, the country's Slavs instead imagined a proud multiethnic and multi-lingual state whose citizens could freely use their native languages.
The Slavs saw themselves as Hungarian citizens speaking Pan-Slav and Czech
dialects - and yet were the origins of what would become in the twentieth century a new
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Slovak nation. How then did Slovak nationalism emerge from multi-ethnic Hungarian
loyalism, Czechoslovakism and Pan-Slavism? Here Alexander Maxwell presents the
story of how and why Slovakia came to be.
Choosing SlovakiaSlavic Hungary, the Czechoslovak Language and Accidental
NationalismBloomsbury Publishing
This book explores specific problems related to the phenomenon of the Arab Spring in
North Africa. These topics include sexual minorities, youth, and gender issues, as well
as broader themes covering the ideological, social, political, and religious backgrounds
of the Arab Spring.
This book addresses the comparative history of economic thought in Central European
countries where there is a notable common historic heritage and political traits. The
author explores issues of Central European identity, Habsburgian and Soviet influence,
and nationalistic traditions, and reveals commonalities between Czech, Hungarian,
Polish and Slovak economic thought: such similarities proceed to explain aspects of
contemporary economic and social policies in these countries. This book aims to
highlight connections among Central European economists and will be of interest to
economists, economic historians, sociologists and historians.
This collective volume seeks to approach the practice of language diversity in multiethnic urban societies of Austria-Hungary and place it both within its local and its larger
European context, and within the broader studies of multilingualism and
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multiculturalism.
During the last two centuries, ethnolinguistic nationalism has been the norm of nation
building and state building in Central Europe. The number of recognized Slavic
languages (in line with the normative political formula of language = nation = state)
gradually tallied with the number of the Slavic nation-states, especially after the
breakups of Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. But in the current age of
borderless cyberspace, regional and minority Slavic languages are freely standardized
and used, even when state authorities disapprove. As a result, since the turn of the
19th century, the number of Slavic languages has varied widely, from a single Slavic
language to as many as 40. Through the story of Slavic languages, this timely book
illustrates that decisions on what counts as a language are neither permanent nor
stable, arguing that the politics of language is the politics in Central Europe. The
monograph will prove to be an essential resource for scholars of linguistics and politics
in Central Europe.
This study deals with one of the most turbulent years of Central European history:
1938. It tells the story on how the Hungarian minority in Czechoslovakia reacted to the
changes in Europe, and what was their attitude like during the Munich crisis. Through
the book we are able to dive into the social and political stratification of the Hungarian
minority in Czechoslovakia, and become acquainted with how their relationship evolved
with respect to Czechoslovakia and Hungary.
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From the 1860s onward, Habsburg Hungary attempted a massive project of cultural
assimilation to impose a unified national identity on its diverse populations. In one of the
more quixotic episodes in this “Magyarization,” large monuments were erected near
small towns commemorating the medieval conquest of the Carpathian
Basin—supposedly, the moment when the Hungarian nation was born. This exactingly
researched study recounts the troubled history of this plan, which—far from cultivating
national pride—provoked resistance and even hostility among provincial Hungarians.
Author Bálint Varga thus reframes the narrative of nineteenth-century nationalism,
demonstrating the complex relationship between local and national memories.
Publisher Description
With forty-two extensively annotated maps, this atlas offers novel insights into the
history and mechanics of how Central Europe’s languages have been made, unmade,
and deployed for political action. The innovative combination of linguistics, history, and
cartography makes a wealth of hard-to-reach knowledge readily available to both
specialist and general readers. It combines information on languages, dialects,
alphabets, religions, mass violence, or migrations over an extended period of time. The
story first focuses on Central Europe’s dialect continua, the emergence of states, and
the spread of writing technology from the tenth century onward. Most maps concentrate
on the last two centuries. The main storyline opens with the emergence of the Western
European concept of the nation, in accord with which the ethnolinguistic nation-states of
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Italy and Germany were founded. In the Central European view, a “proper” nation is
none other than the speech community of a single language. The Atlas aspires to help
users make the intellectual leap of perceiving languages as products of human history
and part of culture. Like states, nations, universities, towns, associations, art, beauty,
religions, injustice, or atheism—languages are artefacts invented and shaped by
individuals and their groups.
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