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Chomsky proposes a reformulation of the theory of transformational generative
grammar that takes recent developments in the descriptive analysis of particular
languages into account. Beginning in the mid-fifties and emanating largely form
MIT, an approach was developed to linguistic theory and to the study of the
structure of particular languages that diverges in many respects from modern
linguistics. Although this approach is connected to the traditional study of
languages, it differs enough in its specific conclusions about the structure and in
its specific conclusions about the structure of language to warrant a name,
"generative grammar." Various deficiencies have been discovered in the first
attempts to formulate a theory of transformational generative grammar and in the
descriptive analysis of particular languages that motivated these formulations. At
the same time, it has become apparent that these formulations can be extended
and deepened.The major purpose of this book is to review these developments
and to propose a reformulation of the theory of transformational generative
grammar that takes them into account. The emphasis in this study is syntax;
semantic and phonological aspects of the language structure are discussed only
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insofar as they bear on syntactic theory.
This textbook explores the ways in which language informs the structure and
function of the human mind, offering a point of entry into the fascinating territory
of cognitive science. Focusing mainly on syntactic issues, Language in Cognition
is a unique contribution to this burgeoning field of study. Guides undergraduate
students through the core questions of linguistics and cognitive science, and
provides tools that will help them think about the field in a structured way Uses
the study of language and how language informs the structure and function of the
human mind to introduce the major ideas in modern cognitive science, including
its history and controversies Explores questions such as: what does it mean to
say that linguistics is part of the cognitive sciences; how do the core properties of
language compare with the core properties of other human cognitive abilities
such as vision, music, mathematics, and other mental building blocks; and what
is the relationship between language and thought? Includes an indispensable
study guide as well as extensive references to encourage further independent
study
Natural languages – idioms such as English and Cantonese, Zulu and Amharic,
Basque and Nicaraguan Sign Language – allow their speakers to convey
meaning and transmit meaning to one another. But what is meaning exactly?
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What is this thing that words convey and speakers communicate? Few questions
are as elusive as this. Yet, few features are as essential to who we are and what
we do as human beings as the capacity to convey meaning through language. In
this book, Gaetano Fiorin and Denis Delfitto disclose a notion of linguistic
meaning that is structured around three distinct, yet interconnected dimensions: a
linguistic dimension, relating meaning to the linguistic forms that convey it; a
material dimension, relating meaning to the material and social conditions of its
environment; and a psychological dimension, relating meaning to the cognitive
lives of its users. By paying special attention to the puzzle surrounding first-
person reference – the way speakers exploit language to refer to themselves –
and by capitalizing on a number of recent findings in the cognitive sciences,
Fiorin and Delfitto develop the original hypothesis that meaningful language
shares the same underlying logical and metaphysical structure of sense
perception, effectively acting as a system of classification and discrimination at
the interface between cognitive agents and their ecologies.
The contingent relationship between actions and their consequences lies at the
heart of Skinner’s experimental analysis of behavior. Particular patterns of
behavior emerge depending upon the contingencies established. Ferster and
Skinner examined the effects of different schedules of reinforcement on behavior.

Page 3/23



Get Free Chomsky N 1959 A Review Of B F Skinners Verbal Behavior

An extraordinary work, Schedules of Reinforcement represents over 70,000
hours of research primarily with pigeons, though the principles have now been
experimentally verified with many species including human beings. At first
glance, the book appears to be an atlas of schedules. And so it is, the most
exhaustive in existence. But it is also a reminder of the power of describing and
explaining behavior through an analysis of measurable and manipulative
behavior-environment relations without appealing to physiological mechanisms in
the brain. As en exemplar and source for the further study of behavioral
phenomena, the book illustrates the scientific philosophy that Skinner and Ferster
adopted: that a science is best built from the ground up, from a firm foundation of
facts that can eventually be summarized as scientific laws.
What does it mean to carry out "good work"? What strategies allow people to
maintain moral and ethical standards at a time when market forces have
unprecedented power and work life is being radically altered by technological
innovation? These questions lie at the heart of this eagerly awaited new book.
Focusing on genetics and journalism-two fields that generate and manipulate
information and thus affect our lives in myriad ways-the authors show how in their
quest to build meaningful careers successful professionals exhibit "humane
creativity," high-level performance coupled with social responsibility. Over the last
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five years the authors have interviewed over 100 people in each field who are
engaged in cutting-edge work, probing their goals and visions, their obstacles
and fears, and how they pass on their most cherished practices and values. They
found sharp contrasts between the two fields. Until now, geneticists' values have
not been seriously challenged by the demands of their work world, while
journalists are deeply disillusioned by the conflict between commerce and ethics.
The dilemmas these professionals face and the strategies they choose in their
search for a moral compass offer valuable guidance on how all persons can
transform their professions and their lives. Enlivened with stories of real people
facing hard decisions, Good Work offers powerful insight into one of the most
important issues of our time and, indeed, into the future course of science,
technology, and communication.
Noam Chomsky as political gadfly, groundbreaking scholar, and intellectual guru:
key issues in Chomsky's career and the sometimes contentious reception to his
ideas. “People are dangerous. If they're able to involve themselves in issues that
matter, they may change the distribution of power, to the detriment of those who
are rich and privileged.”—Noam Chomsky Noam Chomsky has been praised by
the likes of Bono and Hugo Chávez and attacked by the likes of Tom Wolfe and
Alan Dershowitz. Groundbreaking linguist and outspoken political
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dissenter—voted “most important public intellectual in the world today” in a 2005
magazine poll—Chomsky inspires fanatical devotion and fierce vituperation. In
The Chomsky Effect, Chomsky biographer Robert Barsky examines Chomsky's
positions on a number of highly charged issues—Chomsky's signature issues,
including Vietnam, Israel, East Timor, and his work in linguistics—-that illustrate
not only “the Chomsky effect” but also “the Chomsky approach.” Chomsky,
writes Barsky, is an inspiration and a catalyst. Not just an analyst or advocate, he
encourages people to become engaged—to be “dangerous” and challenge power
and privilege. The actions and reactions of Chomsky supporters and detractors
and the attending contentiousness can be thought of as “the Chomsky effect.”
Barsky discusses Chomsky's work in such areas as language studies, media,
education, law, and politics, and identifies Chomsky's intellectual and political
precursors. He charts anti-Chomsky sentiments as expressed from various
standpoints, including contemporary Zionism, mainstream politics, and scholarly
communities. He discusses Chomsky's popular appeal—his unlikely status as a
punk and rock hero (Eddie Vedder of Pearl Jam is one of many rock and roll
Chomskyites)—and offers in-depth analyses of the controversies surrounding
Chomsky's roles in the “Faurisson Affair” and the “Pol Pot Affair.” Finally,
Barsky considers the role of the public intellectual in order to assess why Noam
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Chomsky has come to mean so much to so many—and what he may mean to
generations to come.
Rigorous yet accessible account of Chomsky's contributions to the study of
language and the mind.
Selected by Newsweek as one of “14 nonfiction books you’ll want to read this
fall” Fifty years after it first appeared, one of Noam Chomsky’s greatest essays
will be published for the first time as a timely stand-alone book, with a new
preface by the author As a nineteen-year-old undergraduate in 1947, Noam
Chomsky was deeply affected by articles about the responsibility of intellectuals
written by Dwight Macdonald, an editor of Partisan Review and then of Politics.
Twenty years later, as the Vietnam War was escalating, Chomsky turned to the
question himself, noting that "intellectuals are in a position to expose the lies of
governments" and to analyze their "often hidden intentions." Originally published
in the New York Review of Books, Chomsky's essay eviscerated the "hypocritical
moralism of the past" (such as when Woodrow Wilson set out to teach Latin
Americans "the art of good government") and exposed the shameful policies in
Vietnam and the role of intellectuals in justifying it. Also included in this volume is
the brilliant "The Responsibility of Intellectuals Redux," written on the tenth
anniversary of 9/11, which makes the case for using privilege to challenge the
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state. As relevant now as it was in 1967, The Responsibility of Intellectuals
reminds us that "privilege yields opportunity and opportunity confers
responsibilities." All of us have choices, even in desperate times.
A fresh and fascinating look at the philosophies, politics, and intellectual legacy of one of the
twentieth century's most influential and controversial minds Occupying a pivotal position in
postwar thought, Noam Chomsky is both the founder of modern linguistics and the world's
most prominent political dissident. Chris Knight adopts an anthropologist's perspective on the
twin output of this intellectual giant, acclaimed as much for his denunciations of US foreign
policy as for his theories about language and mind. Knight explores the social and institutional
context of Chomsky's thinking, showing how the tension between military funding and his role
as linchpin of the political left pressured him to establish a disconnect between science on the
one hand and politics on the other, deepening a split between mind and body characteristic of
Western philosophy since the Enlightenment. Provocative, fearless, and engaging, this
remarkable study explains the enigma of one of the greatest intellectuals of our time.
Professor Stern puts applied linguistics research into its historical and interdisciplinary
perspective. He gives an authoritative survey of past developments worldwide and establishes
a set of guidelines for the future. There are six parts: Clearing the Ground, Historical
Perspectives, Concepts of Language, Concepts of Society, Concepts of Language Learning,
and Concepts of Language Teaching.
"If you are not already a Steven Pinker addict, this book will make you one." --Jared Diamond
In Words and Rules, Steven Pinker explores profound mysteries of language by picking a
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deceptively simple phenomenon--regular and irregular verbs--and examining it from every
angle. With humor and verve, he covers an astonishing array of topics in the sciences and
humanities, from the history of languages to how to simulate languages on computers to major
ideas in the history of Western philosophy. Through it all, Pinker presents a single, powerful
idea: that language comprises a mental dictionary of memorized words and a mental grammar
of creative rules. The idea extends beyond language and offers insight into the very nature of
the human mind. This is a sparkling, eye-opening, and utterly original book by one of the
world's leading cognitive scientists.
Babel's Dawn is a saga covering six million years. Like a walk through a natural history
museum, Bolles demonstrates how members of the human lineage came to speak. Beginning
with a scene of the last common ancestor ignoring a bird as it flies by, he guides us through
generations, illuminating how it became possible for two Homo sapiens to not only
acknowledge the songbird, but to also discuss the meaning of its song. Tracing the rise of
voluntary vocalizations as well as the first word, phrases, and sentences, Bolles works against
the common belief that the reason apes cannot speak is they are not smart enough. In this
groundbreaking work, Bolles purposes that we now have substantial evidence that this age–old
idea can no longer stand. With concrete portrayals of living individuals interwoven with
evidence, data, and theory, Babel's Dawn is a powerful account of a great scientific revolution.
Linguistic interaction between two people is the fundamental form of communication, yet
almost all research in language use focuses on isolated speakers and listeners. In this
innovative work, Garrod and Pickering extend the scope of psycholinguistics beyond
individuals by introducing communication as a social activity. Drawing on psychological,
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linguistic, philosophical and sociological research, they expand their theory that alignment
across individuals is the basis of communication, through the model of a 'shared workspace
account'. In this workspace, interlocutors are actors who jointly manipulate and control the
interaction and develop similar representations of both language and social context, in order to
achieve communicative success. The book also explores dialogue within groups, technologies,
as well as the role of culture more generally. Providing a new understanding of cognitive
representation, this trailblazing work will be highly influential in the fields of linguistics,
psychology and cognitive linguistics.
This biography describes the intellectual and political milieus that helped shape Noam
Chomsky, a pivotal figure in contemporary linguistics, politics, cognitive psychology, and
philosophy. It also presents an engaging political history of the last several decades, including
such events as the Spanish Civil War, the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, and the march on the Pentagon to protest the Vietnam War. The book highlights
Chomsky's views on the uses and misuses of the university as an institution, his assessment of
useful political engagement, and his doubts about postmodernism. Because Chomsky is given
ample space to articulate his views on many of the major issues relating to his work, both
linguistic and political, this book reads like the autobiography that Chomsky says he will never
write. Barsky's account reveals the remarkable consistency in Chomsky's interests and
principles over the course of his life. The book contains well-placed excerpts from Chomsky's
published writings and unpublished correspondence, including the author's own years-long
correspondence with Chomsky. *Not for sale in Canada
A host of special methodological issues arise in any discussion of research on human
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behavior. This practical new volume addresses many of those questions with 19 superb
contributions from leading experts in the field. The text evaluates specific strategies and
techniques used in laboratory settings, including - reinforcement and punishment - stimulus
control - behavioral pharmacology - and methodologies concerning verbal and social behavior,
among others. The book includes 135 illustrations and a notable Appendix that offers the
APA's ethical guidelines for research with human subjects.
The seminal writings of America’s leading philosopher, linguist, and political thinker—“the
foremost gadfly of our national conscience” (The New York Times). For the past fifty years
Noam Chomsky’s writings on politics and language have established him as a preeminent
public intellectual as well as one of the most original political and social critics of our time.
Among the seminal figures in linguistic theory over the past century, Chomsky has also
secured a place among the most influential dissident voice in the United States. Chomsky’s
many bestselling works—including Manufacturing Consent, Hegemony or Survival,
Understanding Power, and Failed States—have served as essential touchstones for activists,
scholars, and concerned citizens on subjects ranging from the media and intellectual freedom
to human rights and war crimes. In particular, Chomsky’s scathing critique of the US wars in
Vietnam, Central America, and the Middle East have furnished a widely accepted intellectual
premise for antiwar movements for nearly four decades. The Essential Chomsky assembles
the core of his most important writings, including excerpts from his most influential texts over
the past half century. Here is an unprecedented, comprehensive overview of the thought that
animates “one of the West’s most influential intellectuals in the cause of peace” (The
Independent). “Chomsky ranks with Marx, Shakespeare, and the Bible as one of the ten most
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quoted sources in the humanities—and is the only writer among them still alive.” —The Guardian
“Noam Chomsky is one of the most significant challengers of unjust power and delusions; he
goes against every assumption about American altruism and humanitarianism.” —Edward Said
“A rebel without a pause.” —Bono
Barber shows that New Right theorists, such as Bork, and establishment liberals,
such as Ronald Dworkin, are moral relativists who cannot escape conclusions
("might makes right," for example) that could destroy constitutionalism in
America. The best hope for American freedoms, Barber argues, is to revive
classical constitutionalism - and he explains how new movements in philosophy
today allow the Court's friends to do just that. Written in a lively and engaging
style.
This volume has three goals with respect to the interplay between philosophy and
behavioral psychology's experimental, applied, and interpretive levels of knowing.
It aims to examine core principles in the philosophy of science, as they are
interpreted by and relate to behavioral psychology; how these core principles
interact with different problem areas in the study of human behavior; and how
experimental, applied, and interpretive analyses complement one another to
advance the understanding of behavior and, in so doing, also the philosophy of
science.
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Educational psychology is a broad field characterized by the study of individuals
in educational settings and how they develop and learn. It incorporates
information from such sub-disciplines such as developmental psychology, human
development across the life span, curriculum and instruction, motivation, and
measurement and assessment. Neil Salkind has mined the rich and extensive
backlist of SAGE education and psychology journals to pull together a collection
of almost 100 articles to be the definitive research resource on education
psychology. Section One: Human Growth and Development focuses on the
processes involved in human growth and development including ages and stages
of development, different theoretical perspectives and the role and effectiveness
of early intervention among other topics. Section Two: Cognition, Learning and
Instruction concentrates on the mechanisms, through which individuals learn and
retain information. Section Three: Motivation explores why individuals seek out
goals and what the mechanisms are that characterize this search as it relates to
learning. Section Four: Measurement, Assessment and Statistics looks at the
topics that are critical to understanding individual differences, the growth in the
use of computers as assessment tools, qualitative and quantitative methods,
statistical techniques and evaluation.
Language is central to our lives, the cultural tool that arguably sets us apart from
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other species. Some scientists have argued that language is innate, a type of
unique human 'instinct' pre-programmed in us from birth. In this book, Vyvyan
Evans argues that this received wisdom is, in fact, a myth. Debunking the notion
of a language 'instinct', Evans demonstrates that language is related to other
animal forms of communication; that languages exhibit staggering diversity; that
we learn our mother tongue drawing on general properties and abilities of the
human mind, rather than an inborn 'universal' grammar; that language is not
autonomous but is closely related to other aspects of our mental lives; and that,
ultimately, language and the mind reflect and draw upon the way we interact with
others in the world. Compellingly written and drawing on cutting-edge research,
The Language Myth sets out a forceful alternative to the received wisdom,
showing how language and the mind really work.
International Review of Research in Developmental Disabilities is an ongoing
scholarly look at research into the causes, effects, classification systems,
syndromes, etc. of developmental disabilities. Contributors come from wide-
ranging perspectives, including genetics, psychology, education, and other health
and behavioral sciences. Volume 42 of the series offers chapters on a variety of
themes. Provides the most recent scholarly research in the study of
developmental disabilities A vast range of perspectives is offered, and many
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topics are covered An excellent resource for academic researchers
This textbook is designed to serve as an introduction to the interdisciplinary field
of psycholinguistics. It is directed at filling the reading needs of courses in
departments of linguistics and of psychology, presenting an integrated overview
of the ways in which both disciplines have investigated the learning, production,
comprehension, storage and recall of natural languages. Also detailed are those
research topics that have captured the interests of psycholinguists over the past
few decades. Some current topics included are modularity vs interactionism, the
role of parsing strategies in sentence comprehension, and accessing the mental
lexicon in word recognition. Earlier topics that have attracted considerable energy
not so long ago, such as sound symbolism and linguistic relativity, are also
investigated in some detail. Psycholinguistics is an enquiry into the psychology of
language, but the facts of language are what generate theories about why
language is learned, produced and processed the way it is. Thus there is a wide
array of examples from the languages of the world, intended to provide a feeling
for what the nature and range of human language are like.
Jerry Fodor and Massimo Piatelli-Palmarini, a distinguished philosopher and
scientist working in tandem, reveal major flaws at the heart of Darwinian
evolutionary theory. They do not deny Darwin's status as an outstanding scientist
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but question the inferences he drew from his observations. Combining the results
of cutting-edge work in experimental biology with crystal-clear philosophical
argument they mount a devastating critique of the central tenets of Darwin's
account of the origin of species. The logic underlying natural selection is the
survival of the fittest under changing environmental pressure. This logic, they
argue, is mistaken. They back up the claim with evidence of what actually
happens in nature. This is a rare achievement - the short book that is likely to
make a great deal of difference to a very large subject. What Darwin Got Wrong
will be controversial. The authors' arguments will reverberate through the
scientific world. At the very least they will transform the debate about evolution.
Re-examines frequency, entrenchment and salience, three foundational concepts
in usage-based linguistics, through the prism of learning, memory, and attention.
Conceptual Foundations of Radical Behaviorism is intended for advanced
undergraduate or beginning graduate students in courses within behavior analytic
curricula dealing with conceptual foundations and radical behaviorism as a
philosophy. Each chapter of the text presents what radical behaviorism says
about an important topic in a science of behavior, and then contrasts the radical
behaviorist perspective with that of other forms of behaviorism, as well as other
forms of psychology.
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The psychology classic—a detailed study of scientific theories of human nature
and the possible ways in which human behavior can be predicted and
controlled—from one of the most influential behaviorists of the twentieth century
and the author of Walden Two. “This is an important book, exceptionally well
written, and logically consistent with the basic premise of the unitary nature of
science. Many students of society and culture would take violent issue with most
of the things that Skinner has to say, but even those who disagree most will find
this a stimulating book.” —Samuel M. Strong, The American Journal of Sociology
“This is a remarkable book—remarkable in that it presents a strong, consistent,
and all but exhaustive case for a natural science of human behavior…It ought to
be…valuable for those whose preferences lie with, as well as those whose
preferences stand against, a behavioristic approach to human activity.” —Harry
Prosch, Ethics
A COMPANION TO CHOMSKY Widely considered to be one of the most
important public intellectuals of our time, Noam Chomsky has revolutionized
modern linguistics. His thought has had a profound impact upon the philosophy
of language, mind, and science, as well as the interdisciplinary field of cognitive
science which his work helped to establish. Now, in this new Companion
dedicated to his substantial body of work and the range of its influence, an
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international assembly of prominent linguists, philosophers, and cognitive
scientists reflect upon the interdisciplinary reach of Chomsky’s intellectual
contributions. Balancing theoretical rigor with accessibility to the non-specialist,
the Companion is organized into eight sections—including the historical
development of Chomsky’s theories and the current state of the art, comparison
with rival usage-based approaches, and the relation of his generative approach
to work on linguistic processing, acquisition, semantics, pragmatics, and
philosophy of language. Later chapters address Chomsky’s rationalist critique of
behaviorism and related empiricist approaches to psychology, as well as his
insistence upon a “Galilean” methodology in cognitive science. Following a brief
discussion of the relation of his work in linguistics to his work on political issues,
the book concludes with an essay written by Chomsky himself, reflecting on the
history and character of his work in his own words. A significant contribution to
the study of Chomsky’s thought, A Companion to Chomsky is an indispensable
resource for philosophers, linguists, psychologists, advanced undergraduate and
graduate students, and general readers with interest in Noam Chomsky’s
intellectual legacy as one of the great thinkers of the twentieth century.
In a compelling new set of interviews, Noam Chomsky identifies the “dry
kindling” of discontent around the world that could soon catch fire. In wide-
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ranging discussions with David Barsamian, his longtime interlocutor, Noam
Chomsky asks us to consider “the world we are leaving to our grandchildren”:
one imperiled by climate change and the growing potential for nuclear war. If the
current system is incapable of dealing with these threats, he argues, it’s up to us
to radically change it. These twelve interviews examine the latest developments
around the globe: the rise of ISIS, the reach of state surveillance, growing anger
over economic inequality, conflicts in the Middle East, and the presidency of
Donald Trump. In personal reflections on his Philadelphia childhood, Chomsky
also describes his own intellectual journey and the development of his
uncompromising stance as America’s premier dissident intellectual.
The formal sciences, particularly mathematics, have had a profound influence on
the development of linguistics. This insightful overview looks at techniques that
were introduced in the fields of mathematics, logic and philosophy during the
twentieth century, and explores their effect on the work of various linguists. In
particular, it discusses the 'foundations crisis' that destabilised mathematics at
the start of the twentieth century, the numerous related movements which sought
to respond to this crisis, and how they influenced the development of syntactic
theory in the 1950s. The book concludes by discussing the resulting major
consequences for syntactic theory, and provides a detailed reassessment of
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Chomsky's early work at the advent of Generative Grammar. Informative and
revealing, this book will be invaluable to all those working in formal linguistics, in
particular those interested in its history and development.
An award-winning Museum of Natural History curator and author of Becoming
Human traces the evolution of homo sapiens to demonstrate how they prevailed
among other early humans because of their unique cognitive ability, in an
account that also explains how their superior mental abilities were acquired.
40,000 first printing.
Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available
from Wikipedia or other free sources online. Pages: 23. Chapters: Noam
Chomsky, Sheldon Rampton, John Stauber, Edward Bernays, Gustave Le Bon,
Randal Marlin, Sefton Delmer, Victor Klemperer, Gabriel Tarde, Stuart Ewen,
Nicholas J. Cull, John H. Brown. Excerpt: Avram Noam Chomsky (; born
December 7, 1928) is an American linguist, philosopher, cognitive scientist, and
activist. He is an Institute Professor and professor emeritus of linguistics at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Chomsky is well known in the academic
and scientific community as one of the fathers of modern linguistics, and a major
figure of analytic philosophy. Since the 1960s, he has become known more
widely as a political dissident and an anarchist, referring to himself as a
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libertarian socialist. Chomsky is the author of more than 150 books and has
received worldwide attention for his views. In the 1950s, Chomsky began
developing his theory of generative grammar, which has undergone numerous
revisions and has had a profound influence on linguistics. His approach to the
study of language emphasizes "an innate set of linguistic principles shared by all
humans" known as universal grammar, "the initial state of the language learner,"
and discovering an "account for linguistic variation via the most general possible
mechanisms." He elaborated on these ideas in 1957's Syntactic Structures,
which then laid the groundwork for the concept of transformational grammar. He
also established the Chomsky hierarchy, a classification of formal languages in
terms of their generative power. In 1959, Chomsky published a widely influential
review of B. F. Skinner's theoretical book Verbal Behavior. In this review and
other writings, Chomsky broadly and aggressively challenged the behaviorist
approaches to studies of behavior and language dominant at the time, and
contributed to the cognitive revolution in psychology. His...
Based on Chomsky's 1978 Woodbridge Lectures, this book combines a study of
linguistics with our growing knowledge of the human mind & our understanding of
the philosophy of language. This new edition features two new essays.
The Constitution of Judicial Power
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The impetus for producing a bibliography of Noam Chomky’s output (so far)
derives from a strong interest in and commitment to a historical accounting of the
contribution to the field of linguistic theory and possibly other subjects, such as
philosophy and political science, by a man who has dominated linguistics for
more than a generation, at least in North America. This bibliography lists his
writings in linguistics and related fields, his writings on political issues and other
non-linguistic subjects, and interview and discussions with Noam Chomsky.
In this profound and profoundly controversial work, a landmark of 20th-century
thought originally published in 1971, B. F. Skinner makes his definitive statement
about humankind and society. Insisting that the problems of the world today can
be solved only by dealing much more effectively with human behavior, Skinner
argues that our traditional concepts of freedom and dignity must be sharply
revised. They have played an important historical role in our struggle against
many kinds of tyranny, he acknowledges, but they are now responsible for the
futile defense of a presumed free and autonomous individual; they are
perpetuating our use of punishment and blocking the development of more
effective cultural practices. Basing his arguments on the massive results of the
experimental analysis of behavior he pioneered, Skinner rejects traditional
explanations of behavior in terms of states of mind, feelings, and other mental
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attributes in favor of explanations to be sought in the interaction between genetic
endowment and personal history. He argues that instead of promoting freedom
and dignity as personal attributes, we should direct our attention to the physical
and social environments in which people live. It is the environment rather than
humankind itself that must be changed if the traditional goals of the struggle for
freedom and dignity are to be reached. Beyond Freedom and Dignity urges us to
reexamine the ideals we have taken for granted and to consider the possibility of
a radically behaviorist approach to human problems--one that has appeared to
some incompatible with those ideals, but which envisions the building of a world
in which humankind can attain its greatest possible achievements.
This volume is the product of an experiment in education. A concise and
informative prospectus was submitted in the fall of 1949 by the Social Science
Research Council to the Carnegie Corporation of New York and provided funds
for a seminar to be conducted under the general sponsorship of the council. In
the prospectus it was proposed that a group of psychologists meet with the
purpose of discussing the status and current problems of learning theory. The
informal papers they presented at their meetings are presented again here.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2005 APA, all rights reserved).
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