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The world has made progress against hunger and poverty, and we have the
opportunity---now---to win changes that will reduce hunger and poverty in the United States
and around the world. God is calling people of faith and conscience to change the politics of
hunger. "David Beckmann and Bread for the World have done an extraordinary job not only in
providing positive responses in the fight against hunger but in helping to lead the way in terms
of development and urging the United States to improve coordination and better target our
investments and to learn from local communities." ---Hillary Clinton, Secretary of State "It has
been my privilege to work with Bread for the World and witness their remarkable work on
behalf of hungry people." ---Senator Richard Lugar, Ranking Republican, Senate Foreign
Relations Committee "I am delighted to endorse David Beckmann's new book. I have the
highest regard for him and his work." ---Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, Catholic Archbishop
Emeritus of Washington "This is a message for which the church and the world are hungry."
---Mark Hanson, Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America "When people of
hope engage politically, effective change can and does happen. To learn how, read this book-
and act!" ---Katherine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop, Episcopal Church "David points to the
potential for far greater progress if individual Christians and churches will continue to offer
grassroots compassionate care to those in need, while also boldly challenging our government
to more generously and wisely participate with us in the battle against poverty and hunger."
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---Lynne Hybels, Cofounder, Willow Creek Community Church "Exodus from Hunger tells us
how God is moving in history with a concern for the poor and invites us to join that movement."
---Jim Wallis, President, Sojourners "Beckmann tells the truth in ways that empower!" ---Walter
Brueggemann, Professor Emeritus, Columbia Theological Seminary
Viewed from a global scale, steady progress has been made in reducing extreme
poverty—defined by the $1.25-a-day poverty line—over the past three decades. This success
has sparked renewed enthusiasm about the possibility of eradicating extreme poverty within a
generation. However, progress is expected to become more difficult, and slower, over time.
This book will examine three central changes that need to be overcome in traveling the last
mile: breaking cycles of conflict, supporting inclusive growth, and managing shocks and risks.
By uncovering new evidence and identifying new ideas and solutions for spurring peace, jobs,
and resilience in poor countries, The Last Mile in Ending Extreme Poverty will outline an
agenda to inform poverty reduction strategies for governments, donors, charities, and
foundations around the world. Contents Part I: Peace: Breaking the Cycle of Conflict External
finance for state and peace building, Marcus Manuel and Alistair McKechnie, Overseas
Development Institute Reforming international cooperation to improve the sustainability of
peace, Bruce Jones, Brookings and New York University Bridging state and local communities
through livelihood improvements, Ryutaro Murotani, JICA, and Yoichi Mine, JICA-RI and
Doshisha University Postconflict trajectories and the potential for poverty reduction, Gary
Milante, SIPRI Part II: Jobs: Supporting Inclusive Growth Structural change and Africa's
poverty puzzle, John Page, Brookings Public goods for private jobs: lessons from the Pacific,
Shane Evans, Michael Carnahan and Alice Steele, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade,
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Government of Australia Strategies for inclusive development in agrarian Sub-Saharan
countries, Akio Hosono, JICA-RI The role of agriculture in poverty reduction, John McArthur,
Brookings, UN Foundation, and Fung Global Institute Part III: Resilience: Managing Shocks
and Risks Environmental stress and conflict, Stephen Smith, George Washington University
and Brookings Toward community resilience: The role of social capital after disasters, Go
Shimada, JICA-RI Social protection and the end of extreme poverty, Raj Desai, Georgetown
University and Brookings
The effect of demography on economic performance has been the subject of intense debate in
economics for nearly two centuries. In recent years opinion has swung between the Malthusian
views of Coale and Hoover, and the cornucopian views of Julian Simon. Unfortunately, until
recently, data were too weak and analytical models too limited to provide clear insights into the
relationship. As a result, economists as a group have not been clear or conclusive. This
volume, which is based on a collection of papers that heavily rely on data from the 1980s and
1990s and on new analytical approaches, sheds important new light on
demographic—economic relationships, and it provides clearer policy conclusions than any
recent work on the subject. In particular, evidence from developing countries throughout the
world shows a pattern in recent decades that was not evident earlier: countries with higher
rates of population growth have tended to see less economic growth. An analysis of the role of
demography in the "Asian economic miracle" strongly suggests that changes in age structures
resulting from declining fertility create a one-time "demographic gift" or window of opportunity,
when the working age population has relatively few dependants, of either young or old age, to
support. Countries which recognize and seize on this opportunity can, as the Asian tigers did,
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realize healthy bursts in economic output. But such results are by no means assured: only for
countries with otherwise sound economic policies will the window of opportunity yield such
dramatic results. Finally, several of the studies demonstrate the likelihood of a causal
relationship between high fertility and poverty. While the direction of causality is not always
clear and very likely is reciprocal (poverty contributes to high fertility and high fertility reinforces
poverty), the studies support the view that lower fertility at the country level helps create a path
out of poverty for many families. Population Matters represents an important further step in our
understanding of the contribution of population change to economic performance. As such, it
will be a useful volume for policymakers both in developing countries and in international
development agencies.
The New York Times-bestselling "skeptical environmentalist" argues that panic over climate
change is causing more harm than good Hurricanes batter our coasts. Wildfires rage across
the American West. Glaciers collapse in the Artic. Politicians, activists, and the media espouse
a common message: climate change is destroying the planet, and we must take drastic action
immediately to stop it. Children panic about their future, and adults wonder if it is even ethical
to bring new life into the world. Enough, argues bestselling author Bjorn Lomborg. Climate
change is real, but it's not the apocalyptic threat that we've been told it is. Projections of Earth's
imminent demise are based on bad science and even worse economics. In panic, world
leaders have committed to wildly expensive but largely ineffective policies that hamper growth
and crowd out more pressing investments in human capital, from immunization to education.
False Alarm will convince you that everything you think about climate change is wrong -- and
points the way toward making the world a vastly better, if slightly warmer, place for us all.
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One-in-seven adults and one-in-five children in the United States live in poverty. Individuals
and families living in povertyÊnot only lack basic, material necessities, but they are also
disproportionally afflicted by many social and economic challenges. Some of these challenges
include the increased possibility of an unstable home situation, inadequate education
opportunities at all levels, and a high chance of crime and victimization. Given this growing
social, economic, and political concern, The Hamilton Project at Brookings asked academic
experts to develop policy proposals confronting the various challenges of AmericaÕs poorest
citizens, and to introduce innovative approaches to addressing poverty.ÊWhen combined, the
scope and impact of these proposals has the potential to vastly improve the lives of the poor.
The resulting 14 policy memos are included in The Hamilton ProjectÕs Policies to Address
Poverty in America. The main areas of focus include promoting early childhood development,
supporting disadvantaged youth, building worker skills, and improving safety net and work
support.
This collection examines the power and transformative potential of movements that fight
against poverty and inequality. Broadly, poverty politics are struggles to define who is poor,
what it means to be poor, what actions might be taken, and who should act. These movements
shape the sociocultural and political economic structures that constitute poverty and privilege
as material and social relations. Editors Victoria Lawson and Sarah Elwood focus on the
politics of insurgent movements against poverty and inequality in seven countries (Argentina,
India, Brazil, South Africa, Thailand, Singapore, and the United States). The contributors
explore theory and practice in alliance politics, resistance movements, the militarized
repression of justice movements, global counterpublics, and political theater. These
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movements reflect the diversity of poverty politics and the relations between bureaucracies and
antipoverty movements. They discuss work done by mass and other types of mobilizations
across multiple scales; forms of creative and political alliance across axes of difference;
expressions and exercises of agency by people named as poor; and the kinds of rights and
other claims that are made in different spaces and places. Relational Poverty Politics
advocates for poverty knowledge grounded in relational perspectives that highlight the
adversarial relationship of poverty to privilege, as well as the possibility for alliances across
different groups. It incorporates current research in the field and demonstrates how relational
poverty knowledge is best seen as a model for understanding how theory is derivative of action
as much as the other way around. The book lays a foundation for realistic change that can
directly attack poverty at its roots. Contributors: Antonádia Borges, Dia Da Costa, Sarah
Elwood, David Boarder Giles, Jim Glassman, Victoria Lawson, Felipe Magalhães, Jeff
Maskovsky, Richa Nagar, Genevieve Negrón-Gonzales, LaShawnDa Pittman, Frances Fox
Piven, Preeti Sampat, Thomas Swerts, and Junjia Ye.
Climate change is the main challenge facing developed countries in the 21st century. To what
extent does this agenda converge with issues of poverty and social exclusion? Climate change
and poverty offers a timely new perspective on the ‘ecosocial’ understanding of the causes
and symptoms of, and solutions to, poverty and applies this to recent developments across a
number of areas, including fuel poverty, food poverty, housing, transport and air pollution.
Unlike any other publication, the book therefore establishes a new agenda for both
environmental and social policies which has cross-national relevance. It will appeal to students
in social policy, public policy, applied social studies and politics and will also be of interest to
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those studying international development, economics and geography
Ending Poverty presents a new approach to government policy that is capable of eliminating
preventable poverty within the foreseeable future. The book proposes an aggressive,
conservative reform plan that is institutionalized through an income contract between the
individual and the government and will guarantee adequate income for all who participate.
This report examines the links between inequality and other major global trends
(or megatrends), with a focus on technological change, climate change,
urbanization and international migration. The analysis pays particular attention to
poverty and labour market trends, as they mediate the distributional impacts of
the major trends selected. It also provides policy recommendations to manage
these megatrends in an equitable manner and considers the policy implications,
so as to reduce inequalities and support their implementation.
Over the last three decades, large-scale economic developments, such as
technological change, the decline in unionization, and changing skill
requirements, have exacted their biggest toll on low-wage workers. These
workers often possess few marketable skills and few resources with which to
support themselves during periods of economic transition. In Working and Poor,
a distinguished group of economists and policy experts, headlined by editors
Rebecca Blank, Sheldon Danziger, and Robert Schoeni, examine how economic
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and policy changes over the last twenty-five years have affected the well-being of
low-wage workers and their families. Working and Poor examines every facet of
the economic well-being of less-skilled workers, from employment and earnings
opportunities to consumption behavior and social assistance policies. Rebecca
Blank and Heidi Schierholz document the different trends in work and wages
among less-skilled women and men. Between 1979 and 2003, labor force
participation rose rapidly for these women, along with more modest increases in
wages, while among the men both employment and wages fell. David Card and
John DiNardo review the evidence on how technological changes have affected
less-skilled workers and conclude that the effect has been smaller than many
observers claim. Philip Levine examines the effectiveness of the Unemployment
Insurance program during recessions. He finds that the program’s eligibility
rules, which deny benefits to workers who have not met minimum earnings
requirements, exclude the very people who require help most and should be
adjusted to provide for those with the highest need. On the other hand, Therese
J. McGuire and David F. Merriman show that government help remains a
valuable source of support during economic downturns. They find that during the
most recent recession in 2001, when state budgets were stretched thin,
legislatures resisted political pressure to cut spending for the poor. Working and
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Poor provides a valuable analysis of the role that public policy changes can play
in improving the plight of the working poor. A comprehensive analysis of trends
over the last twenty-five years, this book provides an invaluable reference for the
public discussion of work and poverty in America. A Volume in the National
Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy
Strong leadership, parent involvement, mentoring, data-based intervention, and
high expectations are known factors in student success, but what do they really
look like in practice—and are they as powerful as research says? This book
illustrates the specific strategies and critical steps that transformed a school
beset with poverty and shockingly low proficiency into a National Showcase
School.
For anyone wanting to learn, in practical terms, how to measure, describe,
monitor, evaluate, and analyze poverty, this Handbook is the place to start. It is
designed to be accessible to people with a university-level background in science
or the social sciences. It is an invaluable tool for policy analysts, researchers,
college students, and government officials working on policy issues related to
poverty and inequality.
Women, Work, and Poverty presents the latest information on women living at or
below the poverty level and the changes that need to be made in public policy to
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allow them to rise above their economic hardships. Using a wide range of
research methods, including in-depth interviews, focus groups, small-scale
surveys, and analysis of personnel records, the book explores different aspects
of women's poverty since the passage of the 1986 welfare reform bill.
Anthropologists, economists, political scientists, sociologists, and social workers
examine marriage, divorce, children and child care, employment and work
schedules, disabilities, mental health, and education, and look at income support
programs, such as welfare and unemployment insurance.
Confronting Poverty proposes thoughtful reforms in employment and training,
child support, health care, education, welfare, immigration, and urban policies, all
crafted from the successes, as well as the failures, of policies over the past three
decades.
This edition of the biennial Poverty and Shared Prosperity report brings sobering
news. The COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic and its associated economic crisis,
compounded by the effects of armed conflict and climate change, are reversing
hard-won gains in poverty reduction and shared prosperity. The fight to end
poverty has suffered its worst setback in decades after more than 20 years of
progress. The goal of ending extreme poverty by 2030, already at risk before the
pandemic, is now beyond reach in the absence of swift, significant, and sustained
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action, and the objective of advancing shared prosperity—raising the incomes of
the poorest 40 percent in each country—will be much more difficult. Poverty and
Shared Prosperity 2020: Reversals of Fortune presents new estimates of
COVID-19's impacts on global poverty and shared prosperity. Harnessing fresh
data from frontline surveys and economic simulations, it shows that pandemic-
related job losses and deprivation worldwide are hitting already poor and
vulnerable people hard, while also shifting the profile of global poverty to include
millions of 'new poor.' Original analysis included in the report shows that the new
poor are more urban, better educated, and less likely to work in agriculture than
those living in extreme poverty before COVID-19. It also gives new estimates of
the impact of conflict and climate change, and how they overlap. These results
are important for targeting policies to safeguard lives and livelihoods. It shows
how some countries are acting to reverse the crisis, protect those most
vulnerable, and promote a resilient recovery. These findings call for urgent
action. If the global response fails the world's poorest and most vulnerable
people now, the losses they have experienced to date will be minimal compared
with what lies ahead. Success over the long term will require much more than
stopping COVID-19. As efforts to curb the disease and its economic fallout
intensify, the interrupted development agenda in low- and middle-income
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countries must be put back on track. Recovering from today's reversals of fortune
requires tackling the economic crisis unleashed by COVID-19 with a commitment
proportional to the crisis itself. In doing so, countries can also plant the seeds for
dealing with the long-term development challenges of promoting inclusive growth,
capital accumulation, and risk prevention—particularly the risks of conflict and
climate change.
Many believe that the War on Poverty, launched by President Johnson in 1964,
ended in failure. In 2010, the official poverty rate was 15 percent, almost as high
as when the War on Poverty was declared. Historical and contemporary accounts
often portray the War on Poverty as a costly experiment that created doubts
about the ability of public policies to address complex social problems. Legacies
of the War on Poverty, drawing from fifty years of empirical evidence, documents
that this popular view is too negative. The volume offers a balanced assessment
of the War on Poverty that highlights some remarkable policy successes and
promises to shift the national conversation on poverty in America. Featuring
contributions from leading poverty researchers, Legacies of the War on Poverty
demonstrates that poverty and racial discrimination would likely have been much
greater today if the War on Poverty had not been launched. Chloe Gibbs, Jens
Ludwig, and Douglas Miller dispel the notion that the Head Start education
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program does not work. While its impact on children’s test scores fade, the
program contributes to participants’ long-term educational achievement and,
importantly, their earnings growth later in life. Elizabeth Cascio and Sarah Reber
show that Title I legislation reduced the school funding gap between poorer and
richer states and prompted Southern school districts to desegregate, increasing
educational opportunity for African Americans. The volume also examines the
significant consequences of income support, housing, and health care programs.
Jane Waldfogel shows that without the era’s expansion of food stamps and other
nutrition programs, the child poverty rate in 2010 would have been three
percentage points higher. Kathleen McGarry examines the policies that
contributed to a great success of the War on Poverty: the rapid decline in elderly
poverty, which fell from 35 percent in 1959 to below 10 percent in 2010. Barbara
Wolfe concludes that Medicaid and Community Health Centers contributed to
large reductions in infant mortality and increased life expectancy. Katherine
Swartz finds that Medicare and Medicaid increased access to health care among
the elderly and reduced the risk that they could not afford care or that obtaining it
would bankrupt them and their families. Legacies of the War on Poverty
demonstrates that well-designed government programs can reduce poverty,
racial discrimination, and material hardships. This insightful volume refutes
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pessimism about the effects of social policies and provides new lessons about
what more can be done to improve the lives of the poor.
Americans think of suburbs as prosperous areas that are relatively free from poverty
and unemployment. Yet, today more poor people live in the suburbs than in cities
themselves. In Places in Need, social policy expert Scott W. Allard tracks how the
number of poor people living in suburbs has more than doubled over the last 25 years,
with little attention from either academics or policymakers. Rising suburban poverty has
not coincided with a decrease in urban poverty, meaning that solutions for reducing
poverty must work in both cities and suburbs. Allard notes that because the suburban
social safety net is less-developed than the urban safety net, a better understanding of
suburban communities is critical for understanding and alleviating poverty in
metropolitan areas. Using census data, administrative data from safety net programs,
and interviews with nonprofit leaders in the Chicago, Los Angeles, and Washington,
D.C. metropolitan areas, Allard shows that poor suburban households resemble their
urban counterparts in terms of labor force participation, family structure, and
educational attainment. In the last few decades, suburbs have seen increases in single-
parent households, decreases in the number of college graduates, and higher
unemployment rates. As a result, suburban demand for safety net assistance has
increased. Concerning is evidence suburban social service providers—which serve
clients spread out over large geographical areas, and often lack the political and

Page 14/28



Bookmark File PDF Changing Poverty Changing Policies Institute For
Research On Poverty Series On Poverty And Public Policy

philanthropic support that urban nonprofit organizations can command—do not have
sufficient resources to meet the demand. To strengthen local safety nets, Allard argues
for expanding funding and eligibility to federal programs such as SNAP and the Earned
Income Tax Credit, which have proven effective in urban and suburban communities
alike. He also proposes to increase the capabilities of community-based service
providers through a mix of new funding and capacity-building efforts. Places in Need
demonstrates why researchers, policymakers, and nonprofit leaders should focus more
on the shared fate of poor urban and suburban communities. This account of suburban
vulnerability amidst persistent urban poverty provides a valuable foundation for
developing more effective antipoverty strategies.
This collection offers a timely reassessment of viable ways of addressing poverty
across the globe today. The profile of global poverty has changed dramatically over the
past decade, and around three-quarters of the poor now live in middle income
countries, making inequality a major issue. This requires us to fundamentally rethink
anti-poverty strategies and policies, as many aspects of the established framework for
poverty reduction are no longer effective. Featuring contributions from Latin America,
Africa and Asia, this much-needed collection answers some of the key questions arising
as development policy confronts the challenges of poverty and inequality on the global,
national and local scale in both urban and rural contexts. Providing poverty researchers
and practitioners with valuable new tools to address new forms of poverty in the right
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way, Poverty and Inequality in Middle Income Countries shows how a radical switch
from aid to redistribution-based social policies is needed to combat new forms of global
poverty.
In the United States, some populations suffer from far greater disparities in health than
others. Those disparities are caused not only by fundamental differences in health
status across segments of the population, but also because of inequities in factors that
impact health status, so-called determinants of health. Only part of an individual's
health status depends on his or her behavior and choice; community-wide problems like
poverty, unemployment, poor education, inadequate housing, poor public
transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying neighborhoods also contribute to
health inequities, as well as the historic and ongoing interplay of structures, policies,
and norms that shape lives. When these factors are not optimal in a community, it does
not mean they are intractable: such inequities can be mitigated by social policies that
can shape health in powerful ways. Communities in Action: Pathways to Health Equity
seeks to delineate the causes of and the solutions to health inequities in the United
States. This report focuses on what communities can do to promote health equity, what
actions are needed by the many and varied stakeholders that are part of communities
or support them, as well as the root causes and structural barriers that need to be
overcome.
Climate change threatens all people, but its adverse effects will be felt most acutely by
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the world's poor. Absent urgent action, new threats to food security, public health, and
other societal needs may reverse hard-fought human development gains. Climate
Change and Global Poverty makes concrete recommendations to integrate
international development and climate protection strategies. It demonstrates that
effective climate solutions must empower global development, while poverty alleviation
itself must become a central strategy for both mitigating emissions and reducing global
vulnerability to adverse climate impacts.
Offers a look at the causes and effects of poverty and inequality, as well as the possible
solutions. This title features research, human stories, statistics, and compelling
arguments. It discusses about the world we live in and how we can make it a better
place.
Ending poverty and stabilizing climate change will be two unprecedented global
achievements and two major steps toward sustainable development. But the two
objectives cannot be considered in isolation: they need to be jointly tackled through an
integrated strategy. This report brings together those two objectives and explores how
they can more easily be achieved if considered together. It examines the potential
impact of climate change and climate policies on poverty reduction. It also provides
guidance on how to create a “win-win†? situation so that climate change policies
contribute to poverty reduction and poverty-reduction policies contribute to climate
change mitigation and resilience building. The key finding of the report is that climate

Page 17/28



Bookmark File PDF Changing Poverty Changing Policies Institute For
Research On Poverty Series On Poverty And Public Policy

change represents a significant obstacle to the sustained eradication of poverty, but
future impacts on poverty are determined by policy choices: rapid, inclusive, and
climate-informed development can prevent most short-term impacts whereas
immediate pro-poor, emissions-reduction policies can drastically limit long-term ones.
The basic premise of this book is that the conversation on the future of development
needs to shift from a focus on poverty to that of inequality. The poverty emphasis is in
an intellectual and political cul de sac. It does not address the fundamental question of
why people are poor nor what can be done structurally and institutionally to reduce and
eliminate it. The various chapters illustrate in the context of various countries and
sectors around the world, the significant contributions that evaluators can make in
terms of improvement of the analytical framework, analysis of the performance and
results of specific programs and projects, as well as assessing and designing better
public management systems in terms of poverty and inequality reduction. Beyond the
specific contributions presented, three characteristics characterize those evaluations to
be relevant for poverty and inequality analysis: a global-local approach: Global to move
beyond disciplinary boundaries and consider cross-cutting issues, local to account for
the diversity of countries, sectors, institutions and cultures considered; a problem-
solving orientation: The issue evaluated is the core focus and determines the choice of
evaluation methods to analyze this issue from a variety of angles; an evolutionary
approach: Chapters presented are from iconoclasts who do not have any pre-
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established theory or school of thought to defend. This is the result of openness of mind
and ability to adapt the analytical framework, the evaluation methods, and the
interpretation of results in a constant interaction with the stakeholders. Such
characteristics make evaluation a domain that can help understand better complex
issues like poverty, inequality, vulnerability, and their interactions as well as propose a
relevant and useful theory of change for public policies and projects to improve the
plight of a large part of the world population in industrialized and developing countries
alike.
Over the past two decades, the percentage of the world’s population living on less than
a dollar a day has been cut in half. How much of that improvement is because of—or in
spite of—globalization? While anti-globalization activists mount loud critiques and the
media report breathlessly on globalization’s perils and promises, economists have
largely remained silent, in part because of an entrenched institutional divide between
those who study poverty and those who study trade and finance. Globalization and
Poverty bridges that gap, bringing together experts on both international trade and
poverty to provide a detailed view of the effects of globalization on the poor in
developing nations, answering such questions as: Do lower import tariffs improve the
lives of the poor? Has increased financial integration led to more or less poverty? How
have the poor fared during various currency crises? Does food aid hurt or help the
poor? Poverty, the contributors show here, has been used as a popular and convenient
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catchphrase by parties on both sides of the globalization debate to further their
respective arguments. Globalization and Poverty provides the more nuanced
understanding necessary to move that debate beyond the slogans.
Changing Poverty, Changing PoliciesRussell Sage Foundation
The winners of the Nobel Prize in Economics upend the most common assumptions
about how economics works in this gripping and disruptive portrait of how poor people
actually live. Why do the poor borrow to save? Why do they miss out on free life-saving
immunizations, but pay for unnecessary drugs? In Poor Economics, Abhijit V. Banerjee
and Esther Duflo, two award-winning MIT professors, answer these questions based on
years of field research from around the world. Called "marvelous, rewarding" by the
Wall Street Journal, the book offers a radical rethinking of the economics of poverty and
an intimate view of life on 99 cents a day. Poor Economics shows that creating a world
without poverty begins with understanding the daily decisions facing the poor.
It has been nearly a half century since President Lyndon Johnson declared war on
poverty. Back in the 1960s tackling poverty "in place" meant focusing resources in the
inner city and in rural areas. The suburbs were seen as home to middle- and upper-
class families—affluent commuters and homeowners looking for good schools and safe
communities in which to raise their kids. But today's America is a very different place.
Poverty is no longer just an urban or rural problem, but increasingly a suburban one as
well. In Confronting Suburban Poverty in America, Elizabeth Kneebone and Alan
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Berube take on the new reality of metropolitan poverty and opportunity in America. After
decades in which suburbs added poor residents at a faster pace than cities, the 2000s
marked a tipping point. Suburbia is now home to the largest and fastest-growing poor
population in the country and more than half of the metropolitan poor. However, the
antipoverty infrastructure built over the past several decades does not fit this rapidly
changing geography. As Kneebone and Berube cogently demonstrate, the solution no
longer fits the problem. The spread of suburban poverty has many causes, including
shifts in affordable housing and jobs, population dynamics, immigration, and a
struggling economy. The phenomenon raises several daunting challenges, such as the
need for more (and better) transportation options, services, and financial resources. But
necessity also produces opportunity—in this case, the opportunity to rethink and
modernize services, structures, and procedures so that they work in more scaled, cross-
cutting, and resource-efficient ways to address widespread need. This book embraces
that opportunity. Kneebone and Berube paint a new picture of poverty in America as
well as the best ways to combat it. Confronting Suburban Poverty in America offers a
series of workable recommendations for public, private, and nonprofit leaders seeking
to modernize poverty alleviation and community development strategies and connect
residents with economic opportunity. The authors highlight efforts in metro areas where
local leaders are learning how to do more with less and adjusting their approaches to
address the metropolitan scale of poverty—for example, integrating services and service
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delivery, collaborating across sectors and jurisdictions, and using data-driven and
flexible funding strategies. "We believe the goal of public policy must be to provide all
families with access to communities, whether in cities or suburbs, that offer a high
quality of life and solid platform for upward mobility over time. Understanding the new
reality of poverty in metropolitan America is a critical step toward realizing that
goal."—from Chapter One
Poverty reduction is a central feature of the international development agenda and
contemporary poverty reduction strategies increasingly focus on "targeting the poor",
yet poverty and inequality remain intractable foes. The report seeks to explain why
people are poor and why inequalities exist, As well as what can be done to rectify these
injustices. it explores the causes, dynamics and persistence of poverty; examines what
works and what has gone wrong in international policy thinking and practice; and lays
out a range of policies and institutional measures that countries can adopt to alleviate
poverty.
The strengths and abilities children develop from infancy through adolescence are
crucial for their physical, emotional, and cognitive growth, which in turn help them to
achieve success in school and to become responsible, economically self-sufficient, and
healthy adults. Capable, responsible, and healthy adults are clearly the foundation of a
well-functioning and prosperous society, yet America's future is not as secure as it
could be because millions of American children live in families with incomes below the
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poverty line. A wealth of evidence suggests that a lack of adequate economic resources
for families with children compromises these children's ability to grow and achieve adult
success, hurting them and the broader society. A Roadmap to Reducing Child Poverty
reviews the research on linkages between child poverty and child well-being, and
analyzes the poverty-reducing effects of major assistance programs directed at children
and families. This report also provides policy and program recommendations for
reducing the number of children living in poverty in the United States by half within 10
years.
This explores the complex nature of poverty in Africa. It identifies its political and social
causes and assesses the impact of recent economic growth on the welfare of poor
people. To permanently reduce poverty, it calls for realistic, home-grown policy
initiative, governmental commitment, a realignment of the donor community's role, and
the development of institutional structures, such as poverty monitoring systems, that
can hold the governments accountable.
This up-to-date review of the critical issues confronting cities and individuals examines
the policy implications of the difficult problems that will affect the future of urban
America. Among the topics covered are the income, opportunities, and quality of life of
urban residents; family structure, poverty, and the underclass; the redistribution of
people and jobs in urban areas; urban economic growth patterns; fiscal conditions in
large cities; and essays on governance and the deteriorating state of cities' aging
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infrastructures.
Poverty declined significantly in the decade after Lyndon Johnson’s 1964 declaration of
“War on Poverty.” Dramatically increased federal funding for education and training
programs, social security benefits, other income support programs, and a growing
economy reduced poverty and raised expectations that income poverty could be
eliminated within a generation. Yet the official poverty rate has never fallen below its
1973 level and remains higher than the rates in many other advanced economies. In
this book, editors Maria Cancian and Sheldon Danziger and leading poverty
researchers assess why the War on Poverty was not won and analyze the most
promising strategies to reduce poverty in the twenty-first century economy. Changing
Poverty, Changing Policies documents how economic, social, demographic, and public
policy changes since the early 1970s have altered who is poor and where antipoverty
initiatives have kept pace or fallen behind. Part I shows that little progress has been
made in reducing poverty, except among the elderly, in the last three decades. The
chapters examine how changing labor market opportunities for less-educated workers
have increased their risk of poverty (Rebecca Blank), and how family structure changes
(Maria Cancian and Deborah Reed) and immigration have affected poverty (Steven
Raphael and Eugene Smolensky). Part II assesses the ways childhood poverty
influences adult outcomes. Markus Jäntti finds that poor American children are more
likely to be poor adults than are children in many other industrialized countries. Part III
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focuses on current antipoverty policies and possible alternatives. Jane Waldfogel
demonstrates that policies in other countries—such as sick leave, subsidized child care,
and schedule flexibility—help low-wage parents better balance work and family
responsibilities. Part IV considers how rethinking and redefining poverty might take
antipoverty policies in new directions. Mary Jo Bane assesses the politics of poverty
since the 1996 welfare reform act. Robert Haveman argues that income-based poverty
measures should be expanded, as they have been in Europe, to include social
exclusion and multiple dimensions of material hardships. Changing Poverty, Changing
Policies shows that thoughtful policy reforms can reduce poverty and promote
opportunities for poor workers and their families. The authors’ focus on pragmatic
measures that have real possibilities of being implemented in the United States not only
provides vital knowledge about what works but real hope for change.
The World Bank Group has two overarching goals: End extreme poverty by 2030 and promote
shared prosperity by boosting the incomes of the bottom 40 percent of the population in each
economy. As this year’s Poverty and Shared Prosperity report documents, the world continues
to make progress toward these goals. In 2015, approximately one-tenth of the world’s
population lived in extreme poverty, and the incomes of the bottom 40 percent rose in 77
percent of economies studied. But success cannot be taken for granted. Poverty remains high
in Sub- Saharan Africa, as well as in fragile and conflict-affected states. At the same time, most
of the world’s poor now live in middle-income countries, which tend to have higher national
poverty lines. This year’s report tracks poverty comparisons at two higher poverty
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thresholds—$3.20 and $5.50 per day—which are typical of standards in lower- and upper-middle-
income countries. In addition, the report introduces a societal poverty line based on each
economy’s median income or consumption. Poverty and Shared Prosperity 2018: Piecing
Together the Poverty Puzzle also recognizes that poverty is not only about income and
consumption—and it introduces a multidimensional poverty measure that adds other factors,
such as access to education, electricity, drinking water, and sanitation. It also explores how
inequality within households could affect the global profile of the poor. All these additional
pieces enrich our understanding of the poverty puzzle, bringing us closer to solving it. For more
information, please visit worldbank.org/PSP
This book deepens the understanding of the broader processes that shape and mediate the
responses to climate change of poor urban households and communities in Asia, Africa and
Latin America. Representing an important contribution to the evolution of more effective pro-
poor climate change policies in urban areas by local governments, national governments and
international organisations, this book is invaluable reading to students and scholars of
environment and development studies.
A companion to the bestseller, The Impact of Economic Policies on Poverty and Income
Distribution, this title deals with theoretical challenges and cutting-edge macro-micro linkage
models. The authors compare the predictive and analytical power of various macro-micro
linkage techniques using the traditional RHG approach as a benchmark to evaluate standard
policies, such as, a typical stabilization package and a typical structural reform policy.
Economic reform in China has resulted in a widening gap between the rich and the poor, and
urban poverty has emerged as a key factor which may affect future development. This new
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book examines the poverty problem in relation to housing and social changes in large inland
cities, and assesses the effectiveness of recent government anti-poverty policies. The book
also puts the Chinese experience in the wider context of transitional economies and discusses
the similarities and differences between China and Central and Eastern European countries.
The book is based on a long period of research on Chinese urban development, and benefited
from several research projects conducted in Chinese cities. It is an important reference for all
of those interested in housing, urban studies and social change, and is a key text for students
of the Chinese economy and society.
An award-winning professor of economics at MIT and a Harvard University political scientist
and economist evaluate the reasons that some nations are poor while others succeed,
outlining provocative perspectives that support theories about the importance of institutions.
Human society is full of would-be "change agents," a restless mix of campaigners, lobbyists,
and officials, both individuals and organizations, set on transforming the world. They want to
improve public services, reform laws and regulations, guarantee human rights, get a fairer deal
for those on the sharp end, achieve greater recognition for any number of issues, or simply be
treated with respect. Striking then, why so many universities lack programs for social activists,
to which students can turn for advice and inspiration. Instead, scholarly discussions of change
are fragmented with few conversations crossing disciplinary boundaries, rarely making it onto
the radar of those actively seeking change. This book bridges the gap between academia and
practice, bringing together the best research from a range of academic disciplines and the
evolving practical understanding of activists to explore the topic of social and political change.
Drawing on many first-hand examples from the global experience of Oxfam, one of the world's
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largest social justice NGOs, as well as the author's insights from studying and working on
international development, it tests ideas on how change happens and offers the latest thinking
on what works to achieve progressive change.
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