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The Life of Cesare Borgia is a biographical account of Italian politician and mercenary leader
whose fight for power was a major inspiration for The Prince by Machiavelli. Cesare Borgia
was an illegitimate son of Pope Alexander VI and member of the Spanish-Aragonese House of
Borgia, which rose to prominence during the Italian Renaissance. After initially entering the
church and becoming a cardinal on his father's election to the Papacy, he became, after the
death of his brother in 1498, the first person to resign a cardinalate. He served as a condottiero
for the King of France Louis XII around 1500 and occupied Milan and Naples during the Italian
Wars. At the same time he carved out a state for himself in Central Italy, but after his father's
death he was unable to retain power for long. The author's goal was to, through the thorough
research, present a faithful biography of Cesare Borgia leaving aside the bad reputation he
and his family had. He used numerous primary sources to scrape away centuries of innuendo,
hypotheses and reiterated falsehoods that have varnished the Borgias. The author criticizes
much of the previous historical work that shines a dark light on the life of the 16th century
Borgias. He goes to great lengths to provide proof for his history and dispels the myths and
bad name the Borgias have had at the hands of historians over the centuries.
Lucrezia Borgia is one of the most vilified women in modern history. The daughter of a
notorious pope, she was twice betrothed before the age of eleven and thrice married—one
husband was forced to declare himself impotent and thereby unfit and another was murdered
by Lucrezia’s own brother, Cesar Borgia. She is cast in the role of murderess, temptress,
incestuous lover, loose woman, femme fatale par excellence. But there are two sides to every
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story. Lucrezia Borgia is the only woman in history to have serve as the head of the Catholic
Church. She successfully administered several of Renaissance Italy’s most thriving cities,
founded one of the world’s first credit unions, and was a generous patron of the arts. She was
mother to a prince and to a cardinal. She was a devoted wife to the Prince of Ferrara, and the
lover of the poet Pietro Bembo. She was a child of the renaissance and, in many ways, the
world’s first modern woman. In this richly imagined novel, Nobel laureate Dario Fo reveals
Lucrezia’s humanity, her passion for life, her compassion for others, and her skill at navigating
around her family’s evildoings. The Borgias are unrivalled for the range and magnitude of their
political machinations and opportunism. Fo’s brilliance rests in his rendering their story as a
shocking mirror image of the uses and abuses of power in our own time. Lucrezia herself
becomes a model for how to survive and rise above those abuses. Part Wolf Hall, part House
of Cards, The Pope's Daugther will appeal to readers of historical fiction and of contemporary
fiction alike and will delight anyone fascinated by Renaissance Italy.
“A fascinating story, rich in detail. In every case, Faunce portrays [Lucrezia] believably, with wit
and sensitivity.”--Library Journal Hundreds of years after her death, Lucrezia Borgia remains
one of the most enigmatic and notorious women of history, accused of incest, of poisoning her
rivals, and even of murdering her own father. Born into scandal, she was the daughter of the
treacherous Cardinal Roderigo Borgia, who would later be crowned Pope Alexander VI. When
her father ascended the papal throne, young Lucrezia’s life changed forever. From then on,
Lucrezia would be unable to escape the political ambitions of her father and her brother, the
bloodthirsty Cesare Borgia. In an era when the Vatican was as decadent and violent as any
royal court, Lucrezia was its crown princess. Famed for her beauty, she was a valuable pawn
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in the marriage game, and Alexander VI would use her to create one alliance after another.
When her kindly first husband no longer suited the Pope’s needs, Lucrezia’s virginity was
restored by papal decree (her new maidenhood was declared “miraculous”), and she was
married off again, this time to a man she truly loved, Alfonso, Prince of Naples. But her joy was
short-lived. Alfonso loathed her brother and refused to participate in the Pope’s imperial
schemes, which threatened to tear apart the Vatican’s political alliances--and Lucrezia’s
happy marriage. In this unforgettable debut, John Faunce perfectly captures the rotten
decadence of the Borgias’ papal court and the inner steel of Lucrezia Borgia, one of history’s
great survivors. “Fascinating...a searing portrait of an intelligent woman, cunning enough to
shape her own bizarre destiny.”--Booklist
THE FULL STORY BEHIND THE BORGIAS, NOW A MAJOR TV DRAMA STARRING
JEREMY IRONS 'Either Caesar or nothing' was the motto of Cesare Borgia, whose name has
long been synonymous with evil. Almost five centuries have passed since his death, yet his
reputation still casts a sinister shadow. He stands accused of treachery, cruelty, rape, incest
and, especially, murder - assassination by poison, the deadly white powder concealed in the
jewelled ring, or by the midnight band of bravos lurking in the alleys of Renaissance Rome.
This classic book by acclaimed historian and biographer Sarah Bradford (author of Lucrezia
Borgia and Diana), is the drama of a man of exceptional gifts and a driving lust for power.
Cesare Borgia dared fortune for the highest goals and when fate turned against him he fell like
Lucifer. Set against the brilliant backcloth of High Renaissance Italy, his life had the perfect
proportions of a Greek tragedy.
'A wonderfully assured and utterly riveting biography that captures not only the much-maligned
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Machiavelli, but also the spirit of his time and place. A monumental achievement.' – Jessie
Childs, author of God's Traitors. ‘A notorious fiend’, ‘generally odious’, ‘he seems hideous,
and so he is.’ Thanks to the invidious reputation of his most famous work, The Prince, Niccolò
Machiavelli exerts a unique hold over the popular imagination. But was Machiavelli as sinister
as he is often thought to be? Might he not have been an infinitely more sympathetic figure,
prone to political missteps, professional failures and personal dramas? Alexander Lee reveals
the man behind the myth, following him from cradle to grave, from his father’s penury and the
abuse he suffered at a teacher’s hands, to his marriage and his many affairs (with both men
and women), to his political triumphs and, ultimately, his fall from grace and exile. In doing so,
Lee uncovers hitherto unobserved connections between Machiavelli’s life and thought. He
also reveals the world through which Machiavelli moved: from the great halls of Renaissance
Florence to the court of the Borgia pope, Alexander VI, from the dungeons of the Stinche
prison to the Rucellai gardens, where he would begin work on some of his last great works. As
much a portrait of an age as of a uniquely engaging man, Lee’s gripping and definitive
biography takes the reader into Machiavelli’s world – and his work – more completely than
ever before.
Leonardo da Vinci, Niccolò Machiavelli, and Cesare Borgia—three iconic figures whose
intersecting lives provide the basis for this astonishing work of narrative history. They could not
have been more different, and they would meet only for a short time in 1502, but the events
that transpired when they did would significantly alter each man’s perceptions—and the course
of Western history. In 1502, Italy was riven by conflict, with the city of Florence as the ultimate
prize. Machiavelli, the consummate political manipulator, attempted to placate the savage
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Borgia by volunteering Leonardo to be Borgia’s chief military engineer. That autumn, the three
men embarked together on a brief, perilous, and fateful journey through the mountains, remote
villages, and hill towns of the Italian Romagna—the details of which were revealed in
Machiavelli’s frequent dispatches and Leonardo’s meticulous notebooks. Superbly written and
thoroughly researched, The Artist, the Philosopher, and the Warrior is a work of narrative
genius—whose subject is the nature of genius itself.
" ... Pope Alexander VI may be the most calumniated man in history ... [the author] shows
clearly why and how the terrible depiction of him that we know of today came into existence
and took hold."--Back cover.
The name Borgia is synonymous with the corruption, nepotism, and greed that were rife in
Renaissance Italy. The powerful, voracious Rodrigo Borgia, better known to history as Pope
Alexander VI, was the central figure of the dynasty. Two of his seven papal offspring also rose
to power and fame - Lucrezia Borgia, his daughter, whose husband was famously murdered by
her brother, and that brother, Cesare, who served as the model for Niccolo Machiavelli's The
Prince. Notorious for seizing power, wealth, land, and titles through bribery, marriage, and
murder, the dynasty's dramatic rise from its Spanish roots to its occupation of the highest
position in Renaissance society forms a gripping tale. Erudite, witty, and always insightful,
Hibbert removes the layers of myth around the Borgia family and creates a portrait alive with
his superb sense of character and place. Praise for Christopher Hibbert: 'A pearl of
biographers' New Statesman 'Perhaps the most gifted popular historian we have' The Times
Educational Supplement

In the vein of Sarah Dunant's New York Times bestseller, Blood and Beauty, Sarah
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Bower reveals the burning heart of the Borgia family. A Notorious Duke An Infamous
Duchess An Innocent Girl Violante isn't supposed to be here, in one of the grandest
courts of Renaissance Italy. She isn't supposed to be a lady-in-waiting to the beautiful
Lucrezia Borgia. But the same secretive politics that pushed Lucrezia's father to the
Vatican have landed Violante deep in a lavish landscape of passion and ambition.
Violante discovers a Lucrezia unknown to those who see only a scheming harlot, and
all the whispers about her brother, Cesare Borgia, never revealed the soul of the man
who dances close with Violante. But those who enter the House of Borgia are never
quite the same when they leave-if they leave at all. Violante's place in history will test
her heart and leave her the guardian of dangerous secrets she must carry to the grave.
What Readers Are Saying "Glittering, gorgeous, compelling, and stunning." "A richly
satisfying historical novel. It deserves prizes."
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been
housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a
Page 6/26

Get Free Cesare Borgia His Life And Times Sarah Bradford
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages,
poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Seduction, betrayal and murder: the true art of the renaissance. Cesare Borgia, Niccolo
Machiavelli and Leonardo da Vinci - three of the most famous, or notorious, names in
European history. In the autumn of 1502, their lives intersect in a castle in Italy's
Romagna. In this hugely intelligent and entertaining novel, Samuel Black tells the true
story of these men who, with different tools - ruthless ambition, unstoppable genius and
subtle political manipulation - each follow an obsession to attain greatness and leave a
lasting mark on the world. And at the centre of this court of intrigue and deception is
Dorotea Caracciolo, a young noblewoman abducted by Borgia who has become his
lover - and his secret agent. Their story begins in hope and fear and ends in bloodshed,
deceit and triumph. Along the way, there are battles and romances, lavish parties and
furtive stranglings. And out of this maelstrom will emerge the Mona Lisa and The
Prince.
Cesare Borgia in a Nutshell outlines the life of one of history's most controversial
figures from his birth through to his murder in 1507 at the age of just 31. This book aims
to expose the truth behind the age-old rumours of this ancient family and to shed light
Page 7/26

Get Free Cesare Borgia His Life And Times Sarah Bradford
onto a fascinating period of history. Samantha Morris studied archaeology at the
University of Winchester where her interest in the history of the Italian Renaissance
began. Her interest in the Borgia family has grown and she is always looking for new
information on the subject.
Lucrezia Borgia is among the most fascinating and controversial personalities of the
Renaissance. The daughter of Pope Alexander VI, she was intensely involved in the
political life of Italy during the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. While her
marriage alliances helped advance the political objectives of the papacy, she also held
the office of Governor of Spoleto, a role normally reserved for Cardinals, making her
one of the most powerful and dynamic female figures of the Renaissance. Among the
first books to employ historical method to move beyond myth and romance that had
obscured the fascinating story of Lucrezia Borgia was the biography written by the
noted German historian Ferdinand Gregorovius. Ferdinand Gregorovius (1821-1891)
was one of the preeminent scholars of the Italian Renaissance. His biography of
Lucrezia Borgia reveals the atmosphere of the Renaissance, painting a portrait of
Lucrezia and her relationships with her father Rodrigo Borgia, Pope Alexander VI, her
brother Cesare, her mother Vanozza, her father’s mistress, Giulia Farnese, her
husband Duke Alfonso D’Este of Ferrara, and many others, including important artists
and writers of the time. All are vividly portrayed against the colorful background of
Renaissance Italy. Gregorovius separates myth from documented fact and his book
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remains a key reference work on the life and times of the Borgia princess. This new
edition of Gregorovius’s classic work Lucrezia Borgia is enhanced with an introduction
by Samantha Morris, a noted expert on the history of the Borgias. Samantha studied
archaeology at the University of Winchester where her interest in the history of the
Italian Renaissance began. She is the author of Cesare Borgia: In a Nutshell and
Girolamo Savonarola: The Renaissance Preacher. She also runs the website
theborgiabull.com.
1497, Renaissance Rome: As the teenage daughter of Pope Alexander VI, Lucrezia
Borgia is a young noblewoman immersed in all the glamor of the Vatican Palace. Yet
after a brutal killing shocks the city, Lucrezia learns that a dark truth lies beneath the
surface of the Papal Court: in their ruthless quest for power, her father and brother are
willing to poison their enemies. Her family members are murderers. After discovering
that her new husband is next to die, Lucrezia struggles to help him escape from Rome
before the assassins strike. Against a barrage of political intrigues, papal spies, and
diabolical tricks, Lucrezia uses all her wits to defy her family and save her husband
from assassination. But as tragedy looms ever closer, and her plans gradually fail, she
finds herself confronting an enemy far more sinister than she ever imagined...
This colorful history of a powerful family brings the world they lived in—the glittering
Rome of the Italian Renaissance—to life. The name Borgia is synonymous with the
corruption, nepotism, and greed that were rife in Renaissance Italy. The powerful,
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voracious Rodrigo Borgia, better known to history as Pope Alexander VI, was the
central figure of the dynasty. Two of his seven papal offspring also rose to power and
fame—Lucrezia Borgia, his daughter, whose husband was famously murdered by her
brother, and that brother, Cesare, who inspired Niccolò Machiavelli’s The Prince.
Notorious for seizing power, wealth, land, and titles through bribery, marriage, and
murder, the dynasty’s dramatic rise from its Spanish roots to its occupation of the
highest position in Renaissance society forms a gripping tale. From the author of The
Rise and Fall of the House of Medici and other acclaimed works, The Borgias and Their
Enemies is “a fascinating read” (Library Journal).
This Elibron Classics title is a reprint of the original edition published by Chapman and
Hall, Ltd., 1913, London
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY KIRKUS REVIEWS The New
York Times bestselling author of the acclaimed Italian Renaissance novels—The Birth of
Venus, In the Company of the Courtesan, and Sacred Hearts—has an exceptional talent
for breathing life into history. Now Sarah Dunant turns her discerning eye to one of the
world’s most intriguing and infamous families—the Borgias—in an engrossing work of
literary fiction. By the end of the fifteenth century, the beauty and creativity of Italy is
matched by its brutality and corruption, nowhere more than in Rome and inside the
Church. When Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia buys his way into the papacy as Alexander VI,
he is defined not just by his wealth or his passionate love for his illegitimate children,
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but by his blood: He is a Spanish Pope in a city run by Italians. If the Borgias are to
triumph, this charismatic, consummate politician with a huge appetite for life, women,
and power must use papacy and family—in particular, his eldest son, Cesare, and his
daughter Lucrezia—in order to succeed. Cesare, with a dazzlingly cold intelligence and
an even colder soul, is his greatest—though increasingly unstable—weapon. Later
immortalized in Machiavelli’s The Prince, he provides the energy and the muscle.
Lucrezia, beloved by both men, is the prime dynastic tool. Twelve years old when the
novel opens, hers is a journey through three marriages, and from childish innocence to
painful experience, from pawn to political player. Stripping away the myths around the
Borgias, Blood & Beauty is a majestic novel that breathes life into this astonishing
family and celebrates the raw power of history itself: compelling, complex and
relentless. Praise for Blood and Beauty “Dunant transforms the blackhearted Borgias
and the conniving courtiers and cardinals of Renaissance Europe into fully rounded
characters, brimming with life and lust.”—The New York Times Book Review “Like
Hilary Mantel with her Cromwell trilogy, [Sarah] Dunant has scaled new heights by
refashioning mythic figures according to contemporary literary taste. This intellectually
satisfying historical saga, which offers blood and beauty certainly, but brains too, is
surely the best thing she has done to date.”—The Miami Herald “Compelling female
players have been a characteristic of Dunant’s earlier novels, and this new offering is
no exception. . . . The members of this close-knit family emerge as dynamic characters,
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flawed but sympathetic, filled with fear and longing.”—The Seattle Times “The
Machiavellian atmosphere—hedonism, lust, political intrigue—is magnetic. . . . Readers
won’t want the era of Borgia rule to end.”—People (four stars)
The Borgia family have become a byword for evil. Corruption, incest, ruthless
megalomania, avarice and vicious cruelty—all have been associated with their name.
And yet, paradoxically, this family lived when the Renaissance was coming into its full
flowering in Italy. Examples of infamy flourished alongside some of the finest art
produced in western history.This is but one of several paradoxes associated with the
Borgia family. For the family which produced corrupt popes, depraved princes and
poisoners, would also produce a saint. Previously history has tended to condemn, or
attempt in part to exonerate, this remarkable family. Yet in order to understand the
Borgias, the Borgias must be related to their time, together with the world which
enabled them to flourish. Within this context the Renaissance itself takes on a very
different aspect. Was the corruption part of the creation, or vice versa? Would one have
been possible without the other?The powerful forces which first played out in the
amphitheaters of ancient Greece: hubris, incest, murder, rivalries and doomed families,
treacheries of political power, twists of fate—they are all here. Along with the final, tragic
downfall. All these elements are played out in full in the glorious and infamous history of
the Borgia family.
"Glamorous and predatory, the Borgias became Italy's most ruthless and powerful
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family, electrifying and terrorizing their 15th-century Renaissance world. To this day,
Lucrezia Borgia is known as one of history's most notorious villainesses, accused of
incest and luring men to doom with her arsenal of poison ... Gortner's new novel delves
beyond the myth to depict Lucrezia in her own voice, from her pampered childhood in
the palaces of Rome to her ill-fated, scandalous arranged marriages and complex
relationship with her adored father and her rival brothers--brutal Juan and enigmatic
Cesare"-The name Borgia is synonymous with the corruption, nepotism, and greed that were rife
in Renaissance Italy. The powerful, voracious Rodrigo Borgia, better known to history
as Pope Alexander VI, was the central figure of the dynasty. Two of his seven papal
offspring also rose to power and fame - Lucrezia Borgia, his daughter, whose husband
was famously murdered by her brother, and that brother, Cesare, who served as the
model for Niccolo Machiavelli's The Prince. Notorious for seizing power, wealth, land,
and titles through bribery, marriage, and murder, the dynasty's dramatic rise from its
Spanish roots to its occupation of the highest position in Renaissance society forms a
gripping tale. Erudite, witty, and always insightful, Hibbert removes the layers of myth
around the Borgia family and creates a portrait alive with his superb sense of character
and place.
Discourses on Livy is the founding document of modern republicanism, and Harvey C.
Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov have provided the definitive English translation of this
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classic work. Faithful to the original Italian text, properly attentive to Machiavelli's idiom
and subtlety of thought, it is eminently readable. With a substantial introduction,
extensive explanatory notes, a glossary of key words, and an annotated index, the
Discourses reveals Machiavelli's radical vision of a new science of politics, a vision of
"new modes and orders" that continue to shape the modern ethos. "[Machiavelli] found
in Livy the means to inspire scholars for five centuries. Within the Discourses, often
hidden and sometimes unintended by their author, lie the seeds of modern political
thought. . . . [Mansfield and Tarcov's] translation is careful and idiomatic."—Peter
Stothard, The Times "Translated with painstaking accuracy—but also great
readability."—Weekly Standard "A model of contemporary scholarship and a brave effort
at Machiavelli translation that allows the great Florentine to speak in his own
voice."—Choice
Between her birth in 1463 as the illegitimate daughter of the Duke of Milan, to her death
in 1509 as a member of the powerful Medici family, Caterina Sforza's life crossed the
firmament of Italy's High Renaissance like a shooting star. In her 46 years she bore
eight children and buried three husbands. She was painted by Botticelli, slandered by
Machiavelli, and feted by Pope Sixtus IV. She was celebrated as a warrior who
fearlessly led her own troops into battle, and ruthlessly defended her city-state of Forli
(a cause for which she was ready to sacrifice her own children), but Caterina was
eventually defeated, imprisoned and raped by Cesare Borgia. Remembered as the
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author of a recipe book that went through more than 100 editions, Caterina was
honoured at her death as “without a doubt the first lady of Italy”. Her youngest son
would become - like her - a brilliant soldier and a national hero, and the next four
generations of her descendants would include two Dukes of Tuscany, a queen of
France, and a queen of England.
The first ever biography that tells the true story of what really went on in the lives of
Cesare and Lucrezia Borgia. Myths and rumor have shrouded the Borgia family for
centuries – tales of incest, intrigue and murder have been told of them since they
themselves walked the hallways of the Apostolic Palace. In particular, vicious rumor
and slanderous tales have stuck to the names of two members of the infamous Borgia
family – Cesare and Lucrezia, brother and sister of history’s most notorious family. But
how much of it is true, and how much of it is simply rumor aimed to blacken the name of
the Borgia family? In the first ever biography solely on the Borgia siblings, Samantha
Morris tells the true story of these two fascinating individuals from their early lives,
through their years living amongst the halls of the Vatican in Rome until their ultimate
untimely deaths. Cesare and Lucrezia Borgia begins in the bustling metropolis of Rome
with the siblings ultimately being used in the dynastic plans of their father, a man who
would become Pope, and takes the reader through the separate, yet fascinatingly
intertwined, lives of the notorious siblings. One tale, that of Cesare, ends on the
battlefield of Navarre, whilst the other ends in the ducal court of Ferrara. Both Cesare
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and Lucrezia led lives full of intrigue and danger, lives which would attract the worst sort
of rumor begun by their enemies. Drawing on both primary and secondary sources
Morris brings the true story of the Borgia siblings, so often made out to be evil incarnate
in other forms of media, to audiences both new to the history of the Italian Renaissance
and old.
Now deceased, Johnson lived in Rome in 1944 while working for the British Foreign
Office and became interested in the dynasty that established itself there during the
Renaissance and has become the epitome of political intrigue and corruption. Her
account was originally published by Macdonald in 1981. Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.

The very name Lucrezia Borgia conjures up everything that was sinister and
corrupt about the Renaissance—incest, political assassination, papal sexual
abuse, poisonous intrigue, unscrupulous power grabs. Yet, as bestselling
biographer Sarah Bradford reveals in this breathtaking new portrait, the truth is
far more fascinating than the myth. Neither a vicious monster nor a seductive
pawn, Lucrezia Borgia was a shrewd, determined woman who used her beauty
and intelligence to secure a key role in the political struggles of her day. Drawing
from a trove of contemporary documents and fascinating firsthand accounts,
Bradford brings to life the art, the pageantry, and the dangerous politics of the
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Renaissance world Lucrezia Borgia helped to create.
Sarah Bradford's Lucrezia Bogia: Life, Love and Death in Renaissance Italy is
the first biography of Lucrezia Borgia for over sixty years .Lucrezia Borgia - an
infamous murderess or simply the victim of bad press? Lucrezia Borgia's name
has echoed through history as a byword for evil - a poisoner who committed
incest with her natural father, Pope Alexander VI, and with her brother, Cesare
Borgia. Long considered the most ruthless of Italian Renaissance noblewomen,
her tarnished reputation has prevailed long since her own lifetime. In this
definitive biography, a work of huge scholarship and erudition, Sarah Bradford
gives a fascinating account of Lucrezia's life in all its colourful controversy.
Daughter, sister, wife and mother, Lucrezia Borgia was surrounded by wealth,
privilege and intrigue. But what was the truth behind her extraordinary existence was she a monster of cruelty and deceit, or simply the pawn of her power-hungry
father and brother? 'Sarah Bradford writes with cool authority and her research in
Italian archives is exemplary. No other biography is likely to bring us closer to
Lucrezia' Spectator 'Bradford's forte, ever since she was a history-mad girl, is
thinking herself into other lives' Daily Telegraph Sarah Bradford is a historian and
biographer. Her books include Cesare Borgia (1976), Disraeli (1982), winner of
the New York Times Book of the Year, Princess Grace (1984), Sacherevell
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Sitwell (1993), Elizabeth: A Biography of Her Majesty the Queen (1996),
America's Queen: The Life of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis (2000), Lucrezia
Borgia (2005) and Diana (2007). She frequently appears on television as an
authority on her biographical subjects and as a commentator on notable royal
events. She is currently working on a full scale biography of Queen Victoria. She
lives in London.
Written in the 16th century, The Prince remains one of the most influential books
on political theory. Its author, Niccolo Machiavelli was an Italian diplomat and
political theorist, and is considered the father of modern political thought.
The startling truth behind one of the most notorious dynasties in history is
revealed in a remarkable new account by the acclaimed author of The Tudors
and A World Undone. Sweeping aside the gossip, slander, and distortion that
have shrouded the Borgias for centuries, G. J. Meyer offers an unprecedented
portrait of the infamous Renaissance family and their storied milieu. They burst
out of obscurity in Spain not only to capture the great prize of the papacy, but to
do so twice. Throughout a tumultuous half-century—as popes, statesmen,
warriors, lovers, and breathtakingly ambitious political adventurers—they held
center stage in the glorious and blood-drenched pageant known to us as the
Italian Renaissance, standing at the epicenter of the power games in which
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Europe’s kings and Italy’s warlords gambled for life-and-death stakes. Five
centuries after their fall—a fall even more sudden than their rise to the heights of
power—they remain immutable symbols of the depths to which humanity can
descend: Rodrigo Borgia, who bought the papal crown and prostituted the
Roman Church; Cesare Borgia, who became first a teenage cardinal and then
the most treacherous cutthroat of a violent time; Lucrezia Borgia, who was as
shockingly immoral as she was beautiful. These have long been stock figures in
the dark chronicle of European villainy, their name synonymous with
unspeakable evil. But did these Borgias of legend actually exist? Grounding his
narrative in exhaustive research and drawing from rarely examined key sources,
Meyer brings fascinating new insight to the real people within the age-encrusted
myth. Equally illuminating is the light he shines on the brilliant circles in which the
Borgias moved and the thrilling era they helped to shape, a time of wars and
political convulsions that reverberate to the present day, when Western
civilization simultaneously wallowed in appalling brutality and soared to
extraordinary heights. Stunning in scope, rich in telling detail, G. J. Meyer’s The
Borgias is an indelible work sure to become the new standard on a family and a
world that continue to enthrall. Praise for The Borgias “A vivid and at times
startling reappraisal of one of the most notorious dynasties in history . . . If you
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thought you knew the Borgias, this book will surprise you.”—Tracy Borman,
author of Queen of the Conqueror and Elizabeth’s Women “The mention of the
Borgia family often conjures up images of a ruthless drive for power via
assassination, serpentine plots, and sexual debauchery. . . . [G. J. Meyer]
convincingly looks past the mythology to present a more nuanced
portrait.”—Booklist “Meyer brings his considerable skills to another infamous
Renaissance family, the Borgias [and] a fresh look into the machinations of
power in Renaissance Italy. . . . [He] makes a convincing case that the Borgias
have been given a raw deal.”—Historical Novels Review “Fascinating . . . a
gripping history of a tempestuous time and an infamous family.”—Shelf
Awareness
Almost five centuries have passed since Cesare Borgia's death, yet his
reputation still casts a sinister shadow. He stands accused of treachery, cruelty,
rape, incest and, especially, murder - assassination by poison, the deadly white
powder concealed in the jewelled ring, or by the midnight band of bravos lurking
in the alleys of Renaissance Rome. Yet the real Cesare Borgia was a fascinating
figure in the mould of the great Shakespearean hero. During the brief space of
time in which he occupied the stage he shocked and stunned his contemporaries
by the loftiness of his ambitions, the boldness and daring of their execution. His
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rise to fame was meteoric. Born the illegitimate son of a Spanish Cardinal who
became Pope Alexander VI, he was, by his 27th year, the most hated, feared and
envied man of his day, flattered and courted by the rulers of France, Spain and
the Empire, admired by Machiavelli who immortalised him in The Prince. At 31 he
was dead, having failed to achieve his ambition of a great Italian State. In Sarah
Bradford's brilliant biography, Cesare's life and struggles assume the proportion
of Greek tragedy.
Before the Corleones, before the Lannisters, there were the Borgias. One of
history’s notorious families comes to life in a captivating novel from the author of
The Birth of Venus. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
COSMOPOLITAN (UK) AND THE TIMES (UK) “In the end, what’s a historical
novelist’s obligation to the dead? Accuracy? Empathy? Justice? Or is it only to
make them live again? Dunant pays these debts with a passion that makes me
want to go straight out and read all her other books.”—Diana Gabaldon, The
Washington Post Bestselling novelist Sarah Dunant has long been drawn to the
high drama of Renaissance Italy: power, passion, beauty, brutality, and the ties of
blood. With In the Name of the Family, she offers a thrilling exploration of the
House of Borgia’s final years, in the company of a young diplomat named
Niccolò Machiavelli. It is 1502 and Rodrigo Borgia, a self-confessed womanizer
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and master of political corruption, is now on the papal throne as Alexander VI.
His daughter Lucrezia, aged twenty-two—already three times married and a pawn
in her father’s plans—is discovering her own power. And then there is his son
Cesare Borgia, brilliant, ruthless, and increasingly unstable; it is his relationship
with Machiavelli that gives the Florentine diplomat a master class in the dark arts
of power and politics. What Machiavelli learns will go on to inform his great work
of modern politics, The Prince. But while the pope rails against old age and his
son’s increasingly erratic behavior, it is Lucrezia who must navigate the
treacherous court of Urbino, her new home, and another challenging marriage to
create her own place in history. Sarah Dunant again employs her remarkable
gifts as a storyteller to bring to life the passionate men and women of the Borgia
family, as well as the ever-compelling figure of Machiavelli, through whom the
reader will experience one of the most fascinating—and doomed—dynasties of all
time. “Enthralling . . . combines flawless historical scholarship with beguiling
storytelling.”—The Guardian “Renaissance-rich details fill out the humanity of the
Borgias, rendering them into the kind of relatable figures whom we would hope to
discover behind the cold brilliance of The Prince.”—NPR “[Dunant] has an
enviable command of this complex political scene, with its shifting alliances and
subtle betrayals. . . . [She] has a special gift for attending to her female
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characters.”—The New York Times
Among the violent personalities of the High Renaissance, Lucrezia Borgia is
chiefly remembered as a raven-haired poisoner.
'Under Palombo’s skillful hand, the entangled world of the Borgias comes vividly
to life, exposing the dark facets of class structure and the all-consuming greed
that comes with ambition--and love." - Heather Webb, internationally bestselling
author of Last Christmas in Paris and Meet Me in Monaco During the sweltering
Roman summer of 1492, Rodrigo Borgia has risen to power as pope. Rodrigo’s
eldest son Cesare, forced to follow his father into the church and newly made the
Archbishop of Valencia, chafes at his ecclesiastical role and fumes with jealousy
and resentment at the way that his foolish brother has been chosen for the
military greatness he desired. Maddalena Moretti comes from the countryside,
where she has seen how the whims of powerful men wreak havoc on the lives of
ordinary people. But now, employed as a servant in the Vatican Palace, she
cannot help but be entranced by Cesare Borgia’s handsome face and manner
and finds her faith and conviction crumbling in her want of him. As war rages and
shifting alliances challenge the pope’s authority, Maddalena and Cesare's lives
grow inexplicably entwined. Maddalena becomes a keeper of dangerous Borgia
secrets, and must decide if she is willing to be a pawn in the power games of the
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man she loves. And as jealousy and betrayal threaten to tear apart the Borgia
family from within, Cesare is forced to reckon with his seemingly limitless
ambition. Alyssa Palombo's captivating new novel, The Borgia Confessions, is a
story of passion, politics, and class, set against the rise and fall of one of Italy's
most infamous families--the Borgias.
The Life of Cesare BorgiaOf France, Duke of Valentinois and Romagna, Prince
of Andria and Venafri, Count of Dyois, Lord of Piombino, Camerino, and Urbino,
Gonfalonier and Captain-general of Holy Church : a History and Some
CriticismsThe Life of Cesare Borgia of FranceDuke of Valentinois and Romagna,
Prince of Andria and Venafri, Count of Dyois, Lord of Piombino, Camerino and
Urbino, Gonfalonier and Captain-General of Holy Church. a History and Some
CriticismsAndesite Press
A biography of the fifteenth-century Italian political and military figure described
by Machiavelli in "The Prince."
Vivacious Sancha of Aragon arrives in Rome newly wed to a member of the
notorious Borgia dynasty. Surrounded by the city's opulence and political
corruption, she befriends her glamorous and deceitful sister-in-law, Lucrezia,
whose jealousy is as legendary as her beauty. Some say Lucrezia has poisoned
her rivals, particularly those to whom her handsome brother, Cesare, has given
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his heart. So when Sancha falls under Cesare's irresistible spell, she must hide
her secret or lose her life. Caught in the Borgias' sinister web, she summons her
courage and uses her cunning to outwit them at their own game. Vividly
interweaving historical detail with fiction, The Borgia Bride is a richly compelling
tale of conspiracy, sexual intrigue, loyalty, and drama.
The Borgia family became prominent during the Renaissance in Italy. They were
from Valencia, the name coming from the family fief of Borja, then in the kingdom
of Aragon, in Spain. The Borgias became prominent in ecclesiastical and political
affairs in the 15th and 16th centuries, producing two popes, Alfons de Borja who
ruled as Pope Callixtus III during 1455–1458 and Rodrigo Lanzol Borgia, as Pope
Alexander VI, during 1492–1503. Especially during the reign of Alexander VI,
they were suspected of many crimes, including adultery, simony, theft, bribery
and murder (especially murder by arsenic poisoning). Because of their grasping
for power, they made enemies of the Medici, the Sforza, and the Dominican friar
Savonarola, among others. They were also patrons of the arts who contributed to
the Renaissance. Nobody has ever detailed history's most ruthless rulers and
tyrants with as much flair and passion as French writer Alexandre Dumas.
The Borgia Family: Rumor and Representation explores the historical and
cultural structures that underpin the early modern Borgia family, their notoriety,
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and persistence and reinvention in the popular imagination. The book balances
studies focusing on early modern observations of the Borgias and studies
deconstructing later incarnations on the stage, on the page, on the street, and on
the screen. It reveals how contemporary observers, later authors and artists, and
generations of historians reinforced and perpetuated both rumor and reputation,
ultimately contributing to the Borgia Black Legend and its representations.
Focused on the deeds and posthumous reputations of Pope Alexander VI and his
children, Cesare and Lucrezia Borgia, the volume charts the choices made by the
family and contextualizes them amid contemporary expectations and reactions.
Extending beyond their deaths, it also investigates how the Borgias became
emblems of anti-Catholic and anti-Spanish criticism in the later early modern
period and their residing reputation as the best and worst of the Renaissance.
Exploring a spectrum of traditional and modern media, The Borgia Family
contextualizes both Borgia deeds and their modern representations to analyze
the family’s continuing history and meaning in the twenty-first century. It will be
of great interest to researchers and students working on interdisciplinary aspects
of the Renaissance and early modern Italy.
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