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Judge Dee—Confucian Imperial magistrate, inquisitor, and public avenger, based on a famous statesman—was Dutch diplomat and
Chinese cultural historian Robert van Gulik’s (1910–67) lasting invention. A welcome addition to the elite canon of fictional
detectives, the Judge steps in to investigate homicide, theft, and treason and restores order to the golden age of the Tang
Dynasty. In Murder in Ancient China’s first story, we watch as Judge Dee attempts to solve the mystery of an elderly poet
murdered by moonlight in his garden pavilion; in the second, set on the eve of the Chinese New Year, the Judge makes two rare
mistakes—will peril result?
One of the most celebrated historical magistrates was Judge Dee, who lived in the seventh century A.D. This book, written in the
eighteenth century by a person well versed in the Chinese legal code, chronicles three of Judge Dee's most celebrated cases,
interwoven to form a novel.
To what extent do newly available case records bear out our conventional assumptions about the Qing legal system? Is it true, for
example, that Qing courts rarely handled civil lawsuits--those concerned with disputes over land, debt, marriage, and
inheritance--as official Qing representations led us to believe? Is it true that decent people did not use the courts? And is it true
that magistrates generally relied more on moral predilections than on codified law in dealing with cases? Based in large part on
records of 628 civil dispute cases from three counties from the 1760’s to the 1900’s, this book reexamines those widely accepted
Qing representations in the light of actual practice. The Qing state would have had us believe that civil disputes were so "minor” or
"trivial” that they were left largely to local residents themselves to resolve. However, case records show that such disputes actually
made up a major part of the caseloads of local courts. The Qing state held that lawsuits were the result of actions of immoral men,
but ethnographic information and case records reveal that when community/kin mediation failed, many common peasants resorted
to the courts to assert and protect their legitimate claims. The Qing state would have had us believe that local magistrates, when
they did deal with civil disputes, did so as mediators rather than judges. Actual records reveal that magistrates almost never
engaged in mediation but generally adjudicated according to stipulations in the Qing code.
Celebrated Cases of Judge DeeAn Authentic Eighteenth-century Chinese Detective NovelCourier Corporation
In 1961 Robert van Gulik published his pioneering overview of "Sexual Life in Ancient China," This edition of the work is preceded
by an elaborate "introduction" by Paul Rakita Goldin assessing the value of Van Gulik's volume, the subject itself, and its author.
The introduction is followed by an extensive and up-to-date "bibliography" on the subject, which guides the modern reader in the
literature on the field which appeared after the publication of Van Gulik's volume. One of the criticisms in 1961 regarded the Latin
translations of passages deemed too explicit by Van Gulik. In this 2002 edition all Latin has for the first time been translated into
unambiguous English, thus making the full text widely available to an academic audience.
A chance encounter with Autumn Moon, the most powerful courtesan on Paradise Island, leads Judge Dee to investigate three
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deaths. Although he finally teases the true story from a tangled history of passion and betrayal, Dee is saddened by the
perversion, corruption, and waste of the world "of flowers and willows" that thrives on prostitution.
Judge Dee and his entourage, seeking refuge from a mountain storm, become trapped in a Taoist monastery, where the Abbott
Jade mysteriously dies after delivering an ecstatic sermon. The monks call it a supernatural experience, but the judge calls it
murder. Recalling the allegedly accidental deaths of three young women in the same monastery, Judge Dee seeks clues in the
eyes of a cat to solve cases of impersonation and murder. A painting by one of the victims reveals the truth about the killings,
propelling the judge on a quest for justice and revenge. "Entertaining, instructive, and impressive."—Times Literary Supplement
Judge Dee, the master detective of seventh-century China, sets out to solve a puzzling double murder and discovers complex
passions lurking beneath the placid surface of academic life. A mild-mannered student is rumored to have been slain by a foxdemon, while a young dancer meets her death as she dresses to perform for the magistrate's illustrious dinner guests—an obese
Zen monk revered for his calligraphy, a beautiful poetess accused of murder, and the past president of the imperial academy. To
connect the present crimes with betrayals and adulteries from decades past, the clever judge must visit a high-class brothel and
the haunted shrine of the Black Fox. From the moment the young scholar is found dead on the eve of the Autumn Festival, the
pace never lets up. "The China of old, in Mr. van Gulik's skilled hands, comes vividly alive again."—Allen J. Hubin, New York Times
Book Review "If you have not yet discovered Judge Dee, I envy you that initial pleasure. . . . For the magistrate of Poo-yang
belongs in that select group headed by Sherlock Holmes."—Robert Kirsch, Los Angeles Times

The Monkey and The Tiger includes two detective stories, "The Morning of the Monkey" and "The Night of the Tiger." In
the first, a gibbon drops an emerald in the open gallery of Dee's official residence, leading the judge to discover a
strangely mutilated body in the woods—and how it got there. In the second, Dee is traveling to the imperial capital to
assume a new position when he is separated from his escort by a flood. Marooned in a large country house surrounded
by fierce bandits, Dee confronts an apparition that helps him solve a mystery.
No vampire is ever innocent... The wandering Judge Dee serves as judge, jury, and executioner for any vampire who
breaks the laws designed to safeguard their kind’s survival. This new case in particular puts his mandate to the test. At
the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
Brought back into print in the 1990s to wide acclaim, re-designed new editions of Robert van Gulik's Judge Dee
Mysteries are now available. Written by a Dutch diplomat and scholar during the 1950s and 1960s, these lively and
historically accurate mysteries have entertained a devoted following for decades. Set during the T'ang dynasty, they
feature Judge Dee, a brilliant and cultured Confucian magistrate disdainful of personal luxury and corruption, who
cleverly selects allies to help him navigate the royal courts, politics, and ethnic tensions in imperial China. Robert van
Gulik modeled Judge Dee on a magistrate of that name who lived in the seventh century, and he drew on stories and
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literary conventions of Chinese mystery writing dating back to the Sung dynasty to construct his ingenious plots.
Necklace and Calabash finds Judge Dee returning to his district of Poo-yang, where the peaceful town of Riverton
promises a few days' fishing and relaxation. Yet a chance meeting with a Taoist recluse, a gruesome body fished out of
the river, strange guests at the Kingfisher Inn, and a princess in distress thrust the judge into one of the most intricate
and baffling mysteries of his career. An expert on the art and erotica as well as the literature, religion, and politics of
China, van Gulik also provides charming illustrations to accompany his engaging and entertaining mysteries.
Based upon actual criminal investigations, each of these three stories deals with a different level of Chinese culture and
society. Based upon actual criminal investigations, each of these three stories deals with a different level of Chinese
culture and society.
Born in Holland in 1910 but raised in Java, Robert Hans van Gulik explored esoteric Buddhism and translated ancient
texts, including an authentic Chinese 16th century detective novel, around which he created a fictional series. Based on
extensive research, renowned author Janwillem van de Wetering, whose life and career parallels that of his subject,
examines van Gulik's life and work.
Poisoned plums, a cryptic scroll picture, passionate love letters, and a hidden murderer with a penchant for torturing and
killing women lead Judge Dee to the heart of the Governor’s garden maze and the answers to three interwoven
mysteries. The Chinese Maze Murders represents Robert van Gulik’s first venture into writing suspense novels after the
success of Dee Gong An, his translation of an anonymous Chinese detective novel from the sixteenth century.
In this fascinating, multidisciplinary volume, scholars of Chinese history, law, literature, and religions explore the
intersections of legal practice with writing in many different social contexts. They consider the overlapping concerns of
legal culture and the arts of crafting persuasive texts in a range of documents including crime reports, legislation, novels,
prayers, and law suits. Their focus is the late Ming and Qing periods (c. 1550-1911); their documents range from plaints
filed at the local level by commoners, through various texts produced by the well-to-do, to the legal opinions penned by
China's emperors. Writing and Law in Late Imperial China explores works of crime-case fiction, judicial handbooks for
magistrates and legal secretaries, popular attitudes toward clergy and merchants as reflected in legal plaints, and the
belief in a parallel, otherworldly judicial system that supports earthly justice.
To Western eyes, China is one of the most mysterious and intriguing of all civilizations. The legacy of its long dynastic
rule, extending back more than 3,000 years, includes fascinating contributions to philosophy, religion, art, science, and
mythology that continue to influence the modern world. China explores the ideas and achievements of this unique culture
through a combination of authoritative, accessible scholarship and magnificent imagery. Drawing on the most recent
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discoveries and theories, the book presents China's history, society, and beliefs from the legends of prehistory to the end
of imperial power in 1912. It investigates the key cultural, spiritual, and artistic traditions of this vast civilization and
describes the country's major scientific and technological innovations, such as gunpowder, printing, and the compass. An
investigation of trading routes, both by land and sea, challenges the conventional view of China as an isolated, insular
civilization, stressing instead the impact of its sophisticated society upon the world. A final section discusses the
continuing legacy of the imperial period through the turbulent years of the twentieth century up to the present day. A
wealth of color photography and imaginative artwork, together with a lively and authoritative text, vividly evokes the
pinnacles of Chinese civilization as well as the realities of everyday life, from life in the Imperial court to the most rural
villages.
In the third installment of Robert Van Gulik's classic ancient Chinese mystery series based on historical court records,
magistrate, lawyer, and detective Judge Dee has his work cut out for him. Set in 666 A.D., in the hidden city of Han-yuan,
sixty miles from the imperial capital of ancient China, Dee is sent to investigate a case of embezzlement of government
funds. But things are about to get more complicated for the great detective. Just before he is about to take leave of Hanyuan, the popular courtesan Almond Blossom disappears, and then a bride who dies on her wedding night also
disappears from her coffin -- her body replaced with that of a murdered man. To make matters worse, Judge Dee is
confronted with the dangerous sect called the White Lotus.
Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads
to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc
We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although
occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future
generations to enjoy.
A classic tale that will captivate lovers of Japan, history, and epic adventure alike. Japan's most celebrated tale of
chivalry, loyalty and revenge—and the basis for a Hollywood feature film starring Keanu Reaves—47 Ronin is the epic tale
of a heroic band of Samurai warriors who defy the Japanese Emperor to avenge the honor of their fallen master. The
story begins in 1701 when the noble Lord Asano attacks an official at court. His punishment is swift and harsh—the
Emperor orders Lord Asano to commit ritual suicide (harikiri). His lands are confiscated, his family exiled, and his
Samurai warrior brigade is disbanded—becoming Ronin or masterless, wandering renegades. While appearing to follow
the Emperor's instructions, the 47 Ronin plot in secret for many years, biding their time until the moment to strike is right.
Like the story of the Knights of the Round Table, the Ronin's deeds became legendary, iconic examples of courage,
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cunning and loyalty in an age when the Samurai were true heroes and honor was something worth dying for. John Allyn's
vivid retelling, with a foreword by scholar and film advisor, Stephen Turnbull, presents this epic of Japanese literature in
its correct historical context.
The great Chinese detective Judge Dee begins work on the most disquieting case of his career when he reviews the rape
murder on Half Moon Street
It all begins on the night of the Poo-yang dragonboat races in 699 A.D.: a drummer in the leading boat collapses, and the
body of a beautiful young woman turns up in a deserted country mansion. There, Judge Dee—tribunal magistrate,
inquisitor, and public avenger—steps in to investigate the murders and return order to the Tang Dynasty. In The
Emperor’s Pearl, the judge discovers that these two deaths are connected by an ancient tragedy involving a nearlegendary treasure stolen from the Imperial Harem one hundred years earlier. The terrifying figure of the White Lady, a
river goddess enshrined on a bloodstained altar, looms in the background of the investigation. Clues are few and elusive,
but under the expert hand of Robert van Gulik, this mythic jigsaw puzzle assembles itself into a taut mystery. “If you have
not yet discovered Judge Dee and his faithful Sgt. Hoong, I envy you that initial pleasure which comes from the discovery
of a great detective story. For the magistrate of Poo-yang belongs in that select group of fictional detectives headed by
the renowned Sherlock Holmes.”—Robert Kirsch, Los Angeles Times “The title of this book and the book itself have much
in common. Each is a jewel, a rare and precious find.”—Atlanta Times
Early in his career, Judge Dee visits a senior magistrate who shows him a beautiful lacquer screen on which a scene of
lovers has been mysteriously altered to show the man stabbing his lover. The magistrate fears he is losing his mind and
will murder his own wife. Meanwhile, a banker has inexplicably killed himself, and a lovely lady has allowed Dee's
lieutenant, Chiao Tai, to believe she is a courtesan. Dee and Chiao Tai go incognito among a gang of robbers to solve
this mystery, and find the leader of the robbers is more honorable than the magistrate. "One of the most satisfyingly
devious of the Judge Dee novels, with unusual historical richness in its portrayal of the China of the T'ang
dynasty."-—New York Times Book Review "Even Judge Dee is baffled by Robert van Gulik's new mysteries in The
Lacquer Screen. Disguised as a petty crook, he spends a couple of precarious days in the headquarters of the
underworld, hobnobbing with the robber king. Dee's lively thieving friends furnish some vital clues to this strange and
fascinating jigsaw."-—The Spectator "So scrupulously in the classic Chinese manner yet so nicely equipped with
everything to satisfy the modern reader."-—New York Times Robert Van Gulik (1910-67) was a Dutch diplomat and an
authority on Chinese history and culture. He drew his plots from the whole body of Chinese literature, especially from the
popular detective novels that first appeared in the seventeenth century.
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Tales of the detective genius of the legendary Judge Dee provide insight into life in imperial China at the local level in the
seventh century
"Someday I'm going to teach these greedy people a lesson," said Judge Dee, a tall broad-shouldered man with a footlong black beard and matching side-whiskers. The legendary figure comes back! He continues to solve baffling cases in
7th century China, but at a faster pace. Tales of Judge Dee is Zhu Xiao Di's debut in fiction. His other books include:
Thirty Years in a Red House, a Memoir of Childhood and Youth in Communist China (University of Massachusetts Press,
1998, paperback from the same press, 1999, new edition by Penguin Books India, 2000) and Father: Famous Writers
Celebrate the Bond between Father and Child(Pocket Books, 2000, contributing along with John Updike, Annie Proulx,
Dean Koontz, Calvin Trillin, and others.) Boston Globe calls his memoir "a splendid lesson in 20th-century Chinese
history," and Library Journal says it is "engrossing and engaging."
Early in his career, Judge Dee visits a senior magistrate who shows him a beautiful lacquer screen on which a scene of lovers has been
mysteriously altered to show the man stabbing his lover. The magistrate fears he is losing his mind and will murder his own wife. Meanwhile,
a banker has inexplicably killed himself, and a lovely lady has allowed Dee's lieutenant, Chiao Tai, to believe she is a courtesan. Dee and
Chiao Tai go incognito among a gang of robbers to solve this mystery, and find the leader of the robbers is more honorable than the
magistrate. "One of the most satisfyingly devious of the Judge Dee novels, with unusual historical richness in its portrayal of the China of the
T'ang dynasty."---New York Times Book Review "Even Judge Dee is baffled by Robert van Gulik's new mysteries in The Lacquer Screen.
Disguised as a petty crook, he spends a couple of precarious days in the headquarters of the underworld, hobnobbing with the robber king.
Dee's lively thieving friends furnish some vital clues to this strange and fascinating jigsaw."---The Spectator "So scrupulously in the classic
Chinese manner yet so nicely equipped with everything to satisfy the modern reader."---New York Times Robert Van Gulik (1910-67) was a
Dutch diplomat and an authority on Chinese history and culture. He drew his plots from the whole body of Chinese literature, especially from
the popular detective novels that first appeared in the seventeenth century.
Pure, orthodox and incorruptible, Judge Bao has been serving as the preeminent embodiment of justice in China for almost a thousand years,
so much so his court cases have been adapted as stories, novels and plays over the centuries. Now, for the very first time a series of eight
ballad-stories on Judge Bao, dating from the period 1250OCo1450, are offered in a complete and annotated translation. These texts will
provide the reader a reflection of the legend of Judge Bao in its earliest phase of development, with an extended introduction placing the
ballad-stories in context with the development of the Judge Bao legend. These ballad-stories, in contrast to past plays dating from the same
period, present abuse of power and corruption as endemic in the courts and bureaucratic service, and show Judge Bao imposing the rule of
law even on the emperor. Sample Chapter(s). Introduction (126 KB). Chapter 1: The Tale of the Early Career of Rescriptor Bao (234 KB).
Contents: The Tale of the Early Career of Rescriptor Bao; Judge Bao Selling Rice in Chenzhou; The Tale of the Humane Ancestor
Recognizing his Mother; Dragon-Design Bao Sentences the White Weretiger; Rescriptor Bao Decides the Case of the Weird Black Pot; The
Tale of the Case of Dragon-Design Bao Sentencing the Emperor''s Brothers-in-law Cao; The Tale of Zhang Wengui; The Story of how Shi
Guanshou''s Wife Liu Dusai on the Night of the Fifteenth, on Superior Prime, Watched the Lanterns, Part One: The Story of the Judgment
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Dragon-Design Bao in the Case of Prince Zhao and Sun Wenyi, Part Two. Readership: This book will be of interest to academics, graduate
or undergraduate students and public who are interested in Chinese Literature, Comparative Literature, Chinese Law and Tradition. It will
also be of interest to Chinese Libraries, and teachers who provide introductions to traditional Chinese civilization.
"On 11 June 2012, if:book Australia" challenged "a team of writers and editors to collaborate, write, and publish a book in a single 24-hour
period."
"The Notting Hill Mystery" by Charles Felix. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every
genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue the
books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and
devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
Qiu Xiaolong's Anthony Award-winning debut introduces Inspector Chen of the Shanghai Police. A young “national model worker,” renowned
for her adherence to the principles of the Communist Party, turns up dead in a Shanghai canal. As Inspector Chen Cao of the Shanghai
Special Cases Bureau struggles to trace the hidden threads of her past, he finds himself challenging the very political forces that have guided
his life since birth. Chen must tiptoe around his superiors if he wants to get to the bottom of this crime, and risk his career—perhaps even his
life—to see justice done. From the Trade Paperback edition.
Tells of a celebrated seventh-century Chinese magistrate's investigation of a double murder among traveling merchants, the fatal poisoning
of a bride on her wedding night, and a murder in a small town
The eight short stories in Judge Dee at Work cover a decade during which the judge served in four different provinces of the T’ang Empire.
From the suspected treason of a general in the Chinese army to the murder of a lonely poet in his garden pavilion, the cases here are among
the most memorable in the Judge Dee series.
The little-examined genre of legal case narratives is represented in this fascinating volume, the first collection translated into English of
criminal cases - most involving homicide - from late imperial China. These true stories of crimes of passion, family conflict, neighborhood
feuds, gang violence, and sedition are a treasure trove of information about social relations and legal procedure. Each narrative describes
circumstances leading up to a crime and its discovery, the appearance of the crime scene and the body, the apparent cause of death,
speculation about motives and premeditation, and whether self-defense was involved. Detailed testimony is included from the accused and
from witnesses, family members, and neighbors, as well as summaries and opinions from local magistrates, their coroners, and other officials
higher up the chain of judicial review. Officials explain which law in the Qing dynasty legal code was violated, which corresponding
punishment was appropriate, and whether the sentence was eligible for reduction. These records began as reports from magistrates on
homicide cases within their jurisdiction that were required by law to be tried first at the county level, then reviewed by judicial officials at the
prefectural, provincial, and national levels, with each administrator adding his own observations to the file. Each case was decided finally in
Beijing, in the name of the emperor if not by the monarch himself, before sentences could be carried out and the records permanently filed.
All of the cases translated here are from the Qing imperial copies, most of which are now housed in the First Historical Archives, Beijing.
Brought back into print in the 1990s to wide acclaim, re-designed new editions of Robert van Gulik's Judge Dee Mysteries are now available.
Written by a Dutch diplomat and scholar during the 1950s and 1960s, these lively and historically accurate mysteries have entertained a
devoted following for decades. Set during the T'ang dynasty, they feature Judge Dee, a brilliant and cultured Confucian magistrate disdainful
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of personal luxury and corruption, who cleverly selects allies to help him navigate the royal courts, politics, and ethnic tensions in imperial
China. Robert van Gulik modeled Judge Dee on a magistrate of that name who lived in the seventh century, and he drew on stories and
literary conventions of Chinese mystery writing dating back to the Sung dynasty to construct his ingenious plots. Murder in Canton takes
place in the year 680, as Judge Dee, recently promoted to lord chief justice, is sent incognito to Canton to investigate the disappearance of a
court censor. With the help of his trusted lieutenants Chiao Tai and Tao Gan, and that of a clever blind girl who collects crickets, Dee solves a
complex puzzle of political intrigue and murder through the three separate subplots "the vanished censor," "the Smaragdine dancer," and "the
Golden Bell." An expert on the art and erotica as well as the literature, religion, and politics of China, van Gulik also provides charming
illustrations to accompany his engaging and entertaining mysteries.
A series of bizarre and intriguing murders greet young Judge Dee when he accepts the post of magistrate of Peng-lai, a port city on the
northeast coast of Shantung Province in seventh-century Imperial China
In writing about sixteenth-century France, Lucien Febvre looked for those changes in human consciousness that explain the process of
civilization--the most specific and tangible examples of men's experience, the most vivid details of their daily lives. These essays, written at
the height of Febvre's powers and sensitively edited and translated by Marian Rothstein, are the most lucid, evocative, and accessible
examples of his art.
America’s criminal codes are so voluminous that they now bewilder not only the average citizen but also the average lawyer. Our
courthouses are so clogged that there is no longer adequate time for trials. And our penitentiaries are overflowing with prisoners. In fact,
America now has the highest per capita prison population in the world. This situation has many people wondering whether the American
criminal justice system has become dysfunctional. A generation ago Harvard Law Professor Henry Hart Jr. published his classic article, “The
Aims of the Criminal Law,” which set forth certain fundamental principles concerning criminal justice. In this book, leading scholars, lawyers,
and judges critically examine Hart’s ideas, current legal trends, and whether the “first principles” of American criminal law are falling by the
wayside. Policymakers, academics, and citizens alike will enjoy this lively discussion on the nature of crime and punishment, and how the
choices we make in formulating criminal laws can impact liberty, security, and justice.
The Journal of William de Rubruck: Account of the Mongols. William of Rubruck (1220–1293) was a Flemish Franciscan missionary and
explorer. His account is one of the masterpieces of medieval geographical literature comparable to that of Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta.
William accompanied King Louis IX of France on the Seventh Crusade in 1248. On May 7, 1253, on Louis' orders, he set out from
Constantinople on a missionary journey to convert the Tatars to Christianity. He actually followed the route of the first journey of the
Hungarian Friar Julian. With William's party were Bartolomeo da Cremona, an attendant called Gosset, and an interpreter named in William's
report Homo Dei, meaning "man of God", perhaps representing the Arabic Abdullah, "servant of God." After reaching the Crimean town of
Sudak, William continued his trek with oxen and carts. Nine days after crossing the Don he met Sartaq Khan, ruler of the Kipchak Khanate.
The Khan sent William on to his father, Batu Khan, at Sarai near the Volga. Five weeks later, after the departure from Sudak, he reached the
encampment of Batu Khan, Mongol ruler of the Volga River region. Batu refused conversion but sent the ambassadors on to the Great Khan
of the Mongols, Möngke Khan. He and his travelling companions set off on horseback on September 16, 1253 on a 9,000 km journey to the
court of the Great Khan at Karakorum. Upon arrival they were received courteously, and he was given an audience on January 4, 1254.
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